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Eiileicd  accoidii'c;  lO  Act  of  Con  .;i  osra.  in  the  vciir  I'^-lIS,  by 

T.  ArOI.KON'  f'liKNK  V, 

In  thr  C'ln  k'  -  0:1).  e  of  the  DLUdrt  Court  of        Northe.  a  Dish  ict  of  New  Yurie. 


HISTOEICAL  SKETCH 


OF  THE 


diemimg:  "Valley,  etc, 


BY  T.  APOLEON  CHENF.Y. 


"Tnr.  Regular  MF.CTrxa  of  the  Buflalo  His- 
t«>nrui  Society*  wiis  litld  at  its  rooms,  March 
lllth. 

'I'he  rnirnitcs  of  the  List  meeting  were  read 

Til\<\  Mpprovt'd. 

'i'lic  r<-p(irt  of  the  Treapnrci'  shows  ;»  Valjince 
iti  the  Trf.vurv.  IVhrnary  28th,  of  $100'), 5:1 

'J  ho  rri'^idcnt,  (lion.  Milliaisd  Fii.r  jrouE.) 
Rriiu'uiirt-d  tin- reception  of  ;i  h)ng  and  <'\li;nisr.- 
iv.;  p  iPtT  troMi  tlic  pcn<^f  Dr.  T.' Acm-kon  CiiK- 
.NLY,  tit  ilivaiia.  tScliuylcr  Cor.ntv,  l  .-ir.'z  a  min- 
tile  Misfory  of  that  r.-^M(»n.  inrhidip'.;  a  d-.tailt'd 


CHAPTER  I. 

Inirodaclory  remarks  : — Occupation  r.f  -our  country 
by  the  Aboriginal  tribes — F.arly  JJiscwenf!,  mid 
Expedition!^  made  by  the  Frcnrh   and  F,)\glis!\ 
in  the  reyion  oj  Wey,tern  New  Yur'c,  etc. 
The  Cht  inuiig  Valley,  nnd  adjacent  region 
has  alvcidy  heen  ussij^ned  a  prominent  .are 
in  tlie  dDUKiin  of  Hislory,  of  Kurn.inco,      !  <'>l 
Song.    It  svouUl  indeed  appear  vain  and  f\itile 
to  attenipt  to  make  collection  of  any  unrecor- 
ded facts,  or  to  narnite  any  of  the  thril  mcj 


riccount  of  tiio  i:.Kpeditiun  of  General  iNiiUiviin  j^^'^''^'-'' ^^  ''i'^*'  the  pioneer  still  relates  of  tho 
n7a^n.^t  the  Indians.  An.son  G.  Chester  was'ohleii  time,  that  can  add  to  tiie  interejjt  which 
invited  to  read  the  paper  nt  a  special  meetmc^'iilrt^'i'ly  iiit'^chos  to  tlrs  famed  and  ahno.'^t  cloi;- 
o(  the  S<;ciety  to  be  lieki  at  its  rooms  on  Fii- 
tl.Ay  next." 


.sic  grt>iin*.l.    ]-5ut,  the  strangely  heautifnl  It^- 
gends,  tlio  romantic  myths,  connected  with 
the  pcriovl  of  the  Revolution,  which  various 
llxlraet  from  the  Recordsof  the  I'liff^lo  Tlis-  hislorical.  as  well  as  other  liteiary  works,  liad 


I;  il  Soeivty  :  — "A  special  meetincc  of  th 


{-.i^eiefy  was  lield  at  their  rooms  on  the  loth, 
in'.t.,  ivf  the  piirpt)sc  <.f  heavinLC  read  a  paper 
prep.ued  hy  T.  Apolko.n  Ciiknht.  Id..  D.,  ot 
.SehityUr  t'uuntv,  New-  York,  civin-  an  ac 
Ci.r.nt  of  the  early  History  of  that  re-ion.  and 
of  Suiliv-an's  LxpediHon  a-aitisi  the  Indi.vns. 

The  P..p.  r  w.is  ie;id  hv  An-^^Mi  (i.  ('l)e-rer, 
Ks,]..  wi,.Teiip..n,  ou  motion  of  G.  \V 
to<  k,  lOst]..  it  Was 

R.-M)!ved,  Ih  it  the  thanks  of  the  Society 
presented  to 'l ,  Am,i  k,,v  C^iiknkv.  Id;.  1).  (or  his 


tdah. 


rec  rdeil  of  this  beautiful  an<l  pictMresfpie  val- 
ley, hass(!i-ved  ti.)  awaken  and  sliinulatc  further 
rt-seaiX'hes  in  vc^'ard  to  its  hi.-<tory. 

'J'fic  writer  of  tliis  sketch  h-id,  at  flr.-.t,  In- 
duige d  tlie  liope  to  he  aide  to  collect  m  steriai 
wdiieh  would  form  reliable  l>a,~is  for  u  .■->me- 
wijut  full  and  complete  hir.fory  of  the  rri^Mon 
v.ideh  ha^l  been  tlie  the.itrc  where  on-.'  ol  tiio 
r>ab-  4r merest  and  most  in lerest  iiej^  dranri.-  oi'  [i  i.'-t 
time  had  been  en.iete*!,  but  the  !);i/,e  wliit  h  in 
loni:  intervening  years  liad  ^^(hercd  around 
its  marvelous  ^cfiies,  remb- 


irate  and  Uistnietive  ['.\pfr  jn-t  read,  aiui 


thatthi  l'',,p.Tbe  rebated  to  the  Cuniniitte< 
cn  publiealioii. 


aiiy  e'omplelo 

naratis  e  of  its  impf)rtant  arid  ehanuin;.:  eventn, 
or  of  tiie  aotois  whr)  p:u  ticijyited  in  them,  ine.v 
iuipossiblc.    It  may  ul^o  be  mentioucd,  thai 
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whilst  the  writer  was  pureiuing,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  summer  of  'Go,  extended  inquiries 
and  investigfitions  re^^pectin<;  the  early  liistory 
of  the  eectiou  which  includes  the  beautiful  in- 
land lakes  of  our  State,  illness  hati  interposed  to 
prevent  further  rese;irch  or  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  now,  after  the  lapse  of  many  months, 
the  choice  only  seems  to  remain  to  hiin, 
cither  to  give  a  rough  and  desultory  sketch  of 
the  events  of  which  he  has  already  acquired 
information,  sonio  disconnected  outline  of  in- 
cidents in  the  history  of  this  region,  or  to  per- 
mit thetn  to  slumber  iii  oblivion.    It  will  be 


in  unknown  time  held  the  continent  in  its  im- 
perial grasp.  The  monuments  reared  by  this 
lost  empire,- in  some  far  and  unknown  period 
of  time,  which  still  perpetuate  some  indis- 
tinct record  of  its  former  greatness,  can  only 
be  traced  in  the  raounds,  and  military  earth- 
works, which  have  been  found  existing; 
throughout  our  country,  including  the  region 
occupied  by  the  Iroquois.  In  rehition  to- this 
pulijcct,  however,  I  cannot  do  bett»;r  than- in- 
troduce extracts  from  letters  which  I  bnd  the 
honor  to  receive  fronv  several  eminent  schol- 
ars, the  most  illustrious  scientific  men  of  oiir 


ciy  only  oVJcct  to  give  a  simple  and  truthful  j  land,  whose  valuable  opinion  will  pv)ssessmuch 
relation  of  facts.  'F')r  ;'ll  imperfections  of  styl(\  |  greater  interest,  tlian  views  which  only  a  stu- 
r-hich  otherwise  might  ch  iUeuge  criticis'n.  I  |  lient  i«i  this  department  of  invcstig.ition,  like 


must  ask  generous  ailcjwarice  and  indul.^ence 
This  sketch  is.  in  fact,  only  a  hum  Me  contri- 
l)ution  toward  the  history  of  t^ic  valley  Tying 
between  the  Cheiuun:'  river  -'ud  the  Seneca 
Lake,  also,  giving  ap.irti.d  rocoiti  of  the  thrill- 
ing legends  of  tlie  adjoini'ig  country  which 
are  inscp'irably  blended  with  the  early  history 
of  the  valley. 

The  men  of  the  devolution  have  passed 
avfsy.  The  Pioneers  of  our  country  are  no 
move.  The  noble  endurance  which  those  men 
•who  had  entered  and  sul>\lned  the  wiUlerne.->s 
displayed,  teaching  the  virgin  soil  to  bud  and 
bloom  with  the  beiuty  ot  a.  new  Eden,  is 
worthy  of  cloginra  only  surpassed  by  that  paid 
to  the  patriots  and  heroes  who  had  achieved 
our  N.itional  independence.  They  all  repose 
beneath  the  green  aiid  fragrant  turf — aliue 
slumbering  in  their  lionored  graves. 

Over,  this  region,  within  the  historic  period, 
'four  great  empires  have  claimed  the  sover- 
eignty—  four  great  p  )^v^M's  that  have  exacted 
submission  to  their  imp  'rial  sway.  Sctircely 
a  century  has  pas.-,  (l  by  hiiice  the  earli.  st  of 
those  dominant  powers,  tiie  proud  Iroquois  con- 
federacy, held  the  ni  istery  overithe  broael  forest 
lands  which  divided  the  waters  of  the  conti- 
nent Jiere  tl)e  Conho<.ton,  iheCanesteo,  and 
other  streams,  rushi;r.;-  :ilong  the  fertile  val- 
leys until  joining  the  noMe  Su-qufhanna,  tl 
at  last,  mingle  with  the  Uco.uk —there,  tlie  '.va- 
lors which  formed  tlie  beautiful  l.d;es,  see';iijg 
an  outlet  through  tlie  ruagniiicent  OiiUuio, 
and  majestic  St.  I.tNvrence,  until  they  too. 
reached  the  trreat  Atlantic;  whih-  up  .n  its 
>vestern  borders,  the  rivers,  fed  by  s;MinLs 
among  the  hills  of  Steu'x^n.  r.-iit.'il  tlu  ir  cur- 
rents to  give  tribute  to  Uik-  .^b>i<  ii«  ii  of  Moods, 
whoso  waters  giviu:;  v-Tdiae  to  all  the  bro.iil 
lands  of  the  imperial  We.^t.  welcomed  in  em- 
brace at  la>t  tlu-  liurer.ly  s.>  is  uf  the  tro|.i.'^. 
I  ri  '«:ds  mus!;  piuse  t^i  ■.ri.uji.e   one  luouictit 


myself,  could  advance.  The  late  By-xjAMix 
SiLLiMAN,  LL.  0.,  Em.erites  Professor  in  hon- 
ored Y  le,  and  wlio  during  the  last  half  cen- 
tury h:Kl  occupied  the  most  distinguished,  the- 
most  illustrious  position  among  the  scientific 
men  not  only  of  America,  .but  of  the  world, 
thus,  refer) ing  to  the  mounds,  writes  : 

'T  believe  they  were  not  erected  by  the  an- 
cestors of  our  Aboriciinef.'S.  but  by  a  people 
considerably  advanced  in  civilization  and  arts,. 


i  like  the  Mexicans.  " 


I  saw  on  Sah 


at  tlds  leinark.ible  p^.v.T 
of  tiie  past.    This  unriv.d 
ratioji,  which  h  ul  l>i-e:i 
aiul  power,  and  LMciruw- 
years  previous  t(»  tlu'  euliiiiii  iti-,'.  .•.['  i:s  gr m 
dour  at  the  p-  rioil  til  the        <.lui  :mm  ,  w.is  pre- 
coded  by  an  empire  ol  yul  older  liate,  wldch 


,  this  L'-r<Mt  l.Miiun 
led  lieiiatl  eoMfi'ii-' 
iv  'luiring  st length 
•'    for  tiiiiM'  himdi.  i 


bury's  plain  in  England,  numerous  mounds  be- 
hmjiing  no  doubt  to  the  .same  state  of  society 
with  those  in  the  west  of  America.    I  counted' 
move  than  seventy  in  one  view — the  largest, 
called  Kin.g  Silberry's  Mound,  was  ISO'  feet 
high,  and  its  base  covered  ne:i«'ly  an  acre  of 
ground.    It  is  desciibe<l  in  my  travels  in  Eng- 
land in  lSt)o  G.    -    ^    -    You  are  aware  that 
in  t\'.i'  mi'ldlc  ai:d  north  of  Europe  there  are 
on  the  Ct'iitiiient  many  sepulcral  mounds. — 
They  app)ear  to  be  characteristic  of  a  particu- 
lar era  in  social  ad vanternent."    Another  dis- 
tinguished scliohvr.  who  a!,-o  had  ranked  anion'/ 
the    lirst  Historians  in  our  ccmntrv,  J.vrkd 
Sr\nK.-<,  LL.  D..  in  i  letter  dated  l\'buary  26, 
1802.  gives  e-vpression  of  his  views  :    "'i  heso 
monuments  are  not  more  curious  as  speci- 
mens of  antiipiity.  th  »n  as furnishinu;  a  clue  to 
y.  I  the  hi.->tory  of  the  race  o-f  men  lyy   whom  they 
a-  j  were  form-'-d,  -    ^    ^    It  is  a  st likiin:  fact, 
that  scarcfly  any  mounds  or  other  anti(]Mi- 
ti<'s  of  thi^  kind,  have  bi-eu  four^d  between  the 
.MU  l;  uiy  mountains  and  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
while  tiiey  are  SO  uumerous  in  the  re;rion  of 
.-t.    U.  woi.Id  seem  to  itnpiy  diiierent- 
wiio  had   litile   irit.'reonrs(^   with  eaeh 
"    And  in  r-'i^-ard  to  the  history  and  an- 
i:)!)  oeeiipii-d   bv  the  Iro- 
IC'iAVT.  LI  .  1)..  'wl 
.lie.d  :»ri<i  !".rhnMl..: 
clul'odi.il   ill  vaii 
(cations,  tu  .■ "  ' 
1   in  si  s:  ',1 ; 


the  W 
laces 
o(  lier. 
tiquit 

VlK^is. 

conti: 

ve.ti:r 


es  of  th 
If.  li.  s 

u  -d  Ar, 


natmn' 


pu  tu( 
,  issui 


(^ng 

.-i'/al  in- 
•i..us  .able 
th-  uTeat 
vwhnu''S, 
'f  tlu-  in- 


uuiKii.'ue.il  ion 


•dli-tory.  Condition  and  i' 
lii an  Tribes  of  Ih-'  I'.  S."  ii 
t  )  the  \v!  iti'r  of  this  ai  t  leh-.  s  i \  s  :  •'There  is 
nothini:-  in  o\w  hisiory  uiore  in tei iiiL'  tlian 
our  Itidiau  antiquities,  and  we  are  just,  begin- 
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zr-  c  to  cret  somtj  reliable  light  upon  the  sub- 
jtf.:i  We  have  made -extravuc^ant  specuhitions 
vTt-'-'i  the  sul'i'^ct  ;  but.  it  requires  to  be  stud- 
•k-r  fr;>m  another  and  closer  point  of  view. — 
Tr-f  £.rcietit  tribes  of  I:idians  were  more  poi>- 
ck---.  and  had  a  higher  decree  of  arts  than 
^-r  r.-Ouern  tribes.  Europe  only  first  began 
■^■'.y-.j  to  make  acquaintance  with  them  in 
The  Trench  had  proceeded  no  farther 
: , -.r.  lake  Ci'imphiin  when  they  encountered 
t:.e  Jrociuois  in  KK}'.*.  The  .<ame  year  the  | 
I^ur  rh  landed  in  Albany,  a?id  they  were  fol- 
U'-srod  by  the  EniTli>^h  after  a  1  ip^e  of  tifty-fivi; 

Arain.  the  di>tin';uis!it-jd  Historian 
■  -  ..e  Indian  5  rice,  in  a  letter  of  August  od, 
>  )  i:t  a  st,<-!rt  tirne  previous  to  his  decease. 
•  •  <  :  Yo'.ir  menioir  on  Indian  antiquitit'S 
H-'e-t^rn  New  York  was  received  ;  it  enti- 
ti'-s  yr.ri  tf»  the  thanks  of  all  who  mako  re- 
♦t'ir>:..,s  ii'.tci  o^ir  aboriginal  history.  Tiie 
V*-;'  'vio  '1  ril'.s  whoseitlcd  in  the  present  area  ! 
o1  i  '.>j  l.'nitv'vi  Sta.tes  uere  in  Uie'iv phf/!>iche,  and  \ 
in  tf.jir  Uicntal  organization,  manners  and 
a:!s.  in  my  f'pinicn,  of  o//?  race,  an 'I  the  an - 
t..:';;iit.s  they  have  left  to  us  are  of  corrcspo!id- 
f^...'  r.nity,  and  t  ho'^e  persons  who  irnagin-e  tliat 
tr.e  am  i]U!tios  the  Mississippi  A'alley  differ 
is.M-ntiai  iy  fi  om  those  of  Eastern  America  must 
f".:rn:vh  stronger  proofs  than  those  hitherto  ad- 
du-.  vc.    ^'  '    Tiic  Iroquois  came  from 

r*onth  up  the  Ohio  Val h-y,  an  I  atter  fol- 
i.'V.  ill,' <_iown  tb.e  St.  E  iwi\-nce  to  near  the 
ri'T.::;.  with  their  Ciuntal  at  llochehiga,  pbnt- 
o-.?  t!,'-n'.>rlves  in  W-.-stun  New  York,  in  the 
<:-^rr:t(  i  of  the  A'e'caiqnin  nations.  Here  they 
vt  re  at  t lie  sources  of  the  grcit  rivers  of  the. 
<o  i'ltrv,  and  soon  m  ide  tl.cir  presence  fclt.- 
JU;t  I  1  ive  n'»t  leisure  to  pursue  this  iuterest- 
<niT  ti  r!M>-.    w    o  a 

It  \s  ,11  he  tioticed  th.at  the  views  entertained 
t.y  the  ci;sli:vg'ai^lJed  scientists  which  I  have 
<£ Aiv.ed,  in  ropri  t  to  the  race  or  races  of  men 
th  il  had  once  orcujued  our  c(;untry,  do  not 
ftiily  eorie^p'uvi;  they  are  no  less  valuable  as 
■furiiisbii:::  aid  -  to  our  cjiquiiios.  Tlie  learnc! 
and  di^tin-ui^!led  Ethnologist,  Dr.  S.  G.  .^[or- 
t' -^i ,  \s  ho  had  made  e^'ten^ive  and  profound 
l!i v(s;:u'  itio:i  ot  tliis  suhi^-et— in  the  <dabofate 
<■  ^a'uui.itiou  of  the  i'h} -iological  trait-,  and 
]»''•  Kt-  nuMsurement  <.m'  tiie  vohime  of  cr;inia 
ol  M.n-d  from  every  sociion  of  the  continent, 
'  ♦•vi-ry  l:i.li:vn  nation —arrived  at  the  0[;inion, 
ox[>r(':  -  d  in  liis  great  work,  "Crania  Atneri- 
(jna."  th  it  tlie  various  nations,  or  tribes,  in- 
hahitiug  the  coutinont  were  cuMuposed  of  but 
one  rare  of  men.  A  scientitic  examination  of 
cr.vniol-'u'i  .d  <  ;i-i^<\rteii>ti(\s  of  c^steloi^ical  re- 
iDains  thill  ic  iv  ;>'•  exhumed  iiereafter  from 
tl'.e  une\ph'!',d  n;  ^:nds  in  oui-  country,  may 
however  yet  fiimi.-ii  evi'leuce  U>  overthrow  the 
physirAl  tyidi'';^  r(  ierre*l  to  in  sut'port  of  tlu; 
unity  of  races  ti,  it  Ij.is  held  bwliy  upon  the 
^V esters  ii  ,'!iii,-phei''- . 

Intru  ve  eh"  .iet;;,;  of  }v,n-opcaT»  civili7:af  ion 
ADdftrt  have  <.>LCaaiuiiidy  been  discovcicdwilhiii 


the  country  occupied  by  the  Inoquois  which 
unquestionably  date  prior  to  the  expeditious 
of  the  early  French  Missions.  Among  thes:e 
traces  of  early  European  occupation,  was  the 
singular  relic  "that  had  been  found  in  the  On- 
ondaga country,  a  boulder  upon  which  was  in- 
scribed—"Leo  YI.lo'JO" — which.it  will  be  seen 
dates  some  eightyears  previous  to  Det50ta's  dis- ' 
covery  of  the  Floridas.  The  Scandavinian 
Sages  relate  that  about  A.  D.  1€00,  the  North- 
mencoasted  along  tlie  Ea.stern  shores  of  Ameri- 
ca, till  they  reached  a  country  which  they 
designated— Vineh'.nd;  this  is  included  in  the 
"Tiansaclions  of  the  Eoyal  Hoc.  of  Northern 
Antiijuaries."  The  writer  of  this  sketch  bad 
opportunitv  to  exaniine,  both  during  tlie  pro- 
gress of  the  suTvey  of  Ancient  Uionuments  of 
Vv'estern  New  Y'ork,  .and  since  its  termination, 
several  relics  which  could  only  be  referred  to 
very  early  European  occupation  or  expeditions; 
the  late  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  who  had  ably 
reviewed  the  ''Anhqua'.es  Amcricanae,"  in  a  let- 
ter written  soon  atter  they  had  come  to  my 
notice,  remarked,  that  he  "had  never  suppos- 
ed that  the  Northmen  were  thought  to  have 
penetrated  to  Western  New  Y'ork,"  and  that 
the  relic  in  question  "indicates  a  more  recent 
date."  The  Literature  of  Europe,  both  in- 
cluding and  subsequent  to  its  clasic  era,  in  the 
mythes,  and  the  poetical,  as  well  as  historical 
naratives  it  contains.  is_  richly  suggestive  of 
some  vague  knowledge  of  a  continent  lying  in 
tb.e  bosom  f>f  the  western  o<-ean,  well  known 
to  the  ancient  Fhcnicians,  Cathagenians,  aiid 
Tryrians— and  visited  in  1147,  1170,  in  1380, 
by  various  navigators  — the  lost  Atlantis,  of 
w  liich  History  tirst  acquired  reliable  knowl- 
Cffge  at  the  time  of  its  discovery  by  Columbus, 
who  in  reaching  the  Uiliina  Thulf,  realized  the 
prediction  contained  in  the  •'Mtdiu"  of  Seneca. 

lUit  the  great  Tower  that  once  ruled  the 
country,  and  liad  reared  the  fast  decaying 
monuments  still  disclosed  throughout  our 
wide  land,  has  passed  away.  Such  an  event 
certainly  alTords  oue  of  the  strangest,  one  of 
tlie  grandest  problems  in  human  history;  and 
gives  scoiie  for  the  most  profound  philosophi- 
cal res('arch.  Histories  are  often  only  records 
of  battles  and  campaigns,  of  tho  inovwrneute 
of  kings — Caisars,  that 

'  •Get  the  start  of  this  majestic  world, 
And  bear  the  palm  alone"'  — 

but  here  we  have  the  reverse,  there  is  not  an 
anna!,  not  a  single  writttui  re  cord,  which  trac- 
es the  story,  ^  for  future  times,  of  this  great 
Tujpire  of  the  past.  Only  the  vast  auvl 
!  eruiubling  mt.iiui nients  of  tlie  west  jioini  to 
i  its  rermne  antiquity — only  the  fi^'ures,  the  dei- 
ties, chiselled  ia  ti.e  stojie  which  have  beea 
left  us,  with  their  cold  movtdess  lii'S,  are  clo- 
(lueut  with  the  mythes,  tiio  tradition.s  of  its 
giory. 

'i  ho  Iroquois,  originally  coniposeil  of  five 
nations,  and  uitt-rward  by  the  aaociSioa  >-« 


I 


1612  of  the  Tuscaroes,  of  six  nations,  prest-ut- 
ed  aa  anolomaloiis  feature  in  tlie  histuiv  of 
the  Indian  race;  their  confcdertition  heart;  com- 
parison, in  some  respects,  to  the  Am pliry tonic 
league  descrihcd  in  the  ciabirs;  while  tliey 
have  been  stylt;d  the  ''Rouj-uis  ot  the  West." 
The  name  x\quinoshioni,  or  IiOng-hou<e,  by 
■which  tho  confederacy  was  desi^auted,  also 
represents  its  policy  or  nationiil  ciiaracter. — 
The  Iroquois  also  styled  themselves,  theOitgui- 
Honni;  as  the  Empire  State,  the  successors  to 
the  departed  power  have  adopted  the  motto  of 
eimilar  import — '"Excelsior."  The  traditions 
of  this  people  indicates  their  origin  and  suc- 
cess to  T:ironyasvagan — the  Divinity  who 
pvotectcd  this  nation— and  who  wasalso  know]\ 
fis  Hiawatha,  Around  their  central  council  lire, 


bloody  Conquests  live  or  six  hundred  It-aguea 
tteyoud  thtir  own  precints,  exteruiinating 
whatever  nation  they  hate." 

A  worlv  written  in  Latin  and  published  at 
Paris  in  1*104.  states  tliat  a  Frencli  colony  w;i3 
established  in  the  country  of  the  Iru'quois 
about  the  year  lt]5o.  Charlevoix,  in  his  '-His- 
tury  of  New  France,"  also  mentions  that  mis- 
.^ionaries  were  sent  to  Onondaga  in  1C54.  The 
Iroqudis  held  the  balance  of  pi>wer  in  Ameri- 
ca. In  IGOS,  Champlain  had  laid  the  founda-' 
tion  for  the  city  of  Quebec.  A  liundred  and 
fifty-two  years  p  issed  away  while  the  conflict 
Wits  being  waged  by  the  French  and  English 
luonarchs  for  the  supreuKiuey  of  the  Ameri- 
c  in  continent.  This  contest  is  fidly  traced  in 
tlie  volumes  of  the  '"Colordal  History  of  New 
York."    In  175'J,  Niagara  yielded  to  the  as- 


8.t  Onondaga,  were  shown  the  noblest  qiuili- 

ties  of  the  Hunter  llace;— here  was  exhibited  |  sault  of  the  British  avmv  ;  and  upon  the 
a  sagacious  nauonal  policv,  ndlitary  ardor,  {  heiojhts  of  Abraham,  opposite  Qiieliec,  Wolfe 
and  eloquence  iii  debate,  which  has  been  in- |  aiul  :MontcaIm  each  were  strug.ii^ling  to  gain 
deed  uniivaled  in  Indian  IFK-^tory    The  writer   the  victory  whicli  should  decide  tfie  long^bat- 


of  this  fcUetch  has  had  somewhat  ample  op- 
portunity to  become  acciuainted  with  the  In- 
dian character,  derived  from  personal  obsev- 
Tation;  the  Iroquois  possessed  the  maidier 
virtues  of  the  Hunter-state  of  society— a 
magnimity  of  thought  and  action,  love  of  lib- 
erty, heroism  in  danger,  and  a  stoicism  in  suf- 
fering—and sometimes  a  simplicity,  a  poetic 
grandeur  and  suldimity  in  ex[>ression  of  tho't 
and  scrjtiinent.  which  could  only  be  born  amid 
his  native   forests.    Nevertheless,  from 


tie  for  the  domiti;iti<jn  of  tlie  continent — and 
with  his  dying  liand  the  English  General 
snatched  the  I'>'jurh(u\-liilics  from  the  llag 
that  iienceforth  should  wave  over  the  Cana- 
das.  The  proud  FrcDCh  capitol  of  the  New 
World.  Quebec,  had  capitul;iteil  upf)n  the  ISth 
diiy  ot  ScptL-mlier,  ITo'J;  and  with  its  surren- 
der, tlie  georgcous  dream  of  lounding  a  co- 
losal  Empire,  New  France,  upon  the  Western 
continent,  vanished  forever. 

It  should  have  been  mentioned  in  refering 


mental  leservations  wijicli  the  Indian  exhib- i  to  the  French  claim  of  the  territory  of  the 
its,  as  has  been  observed  in  an  able  work,    Iroquois,  as  belonging  to  New  France,  that 

III-  I    f  1>  io  .• 


written  by  a  d'stinguisii'.  d  statesman  of  our 
country,  the  Hon.  Lewis  Ca.-s,  in  respect  to 
*'the  moral  character  and  feelings  of  the  In- 
dians, of  tlicir  mental  discipline,  ^"  and 
of  all  that  is  most  valuable  to'  man,  in  his 
tory  of  men,  we  are  about  as  ignorant  as  whei; 
Jacques  Cartier . lirst  ascei  ded  the  fc^t.  Law- 
rence." 

The  Iroquois  had  attracted  the  early  ?ttcn 
tion  of  men  in  command  of  European  Expe- 
ditions to  this  country.  In  lool,  Cartier, 
un<ier  the  authority  of  the  King  of  France, 
had  penetrated  the  region  occupied  by  trie 
Iroquois;  and  on  his  return  to  France  publisl 


this  remarkable  confederation  of  warriors  had 
successfully  resist  d  the  oi>jects  sought  to  be 
atta.incd  by  the  expedition  of  De  la  Bare,  and 
of  I)e  Nonville.  At  subs'-quent  titne.  Count 
Frontenac,  an  able  Governor  of  Canada,  con- 
ibi' t'.-d  his  e.\j)e«.iiilon  iigaiu^t  the  Iroquois. — 
Fpou  the  Itith  of  J.uie  loUo,  this  expedition 
left  Quebec,  and  upc-n  the  4th  of  August,  the 
army  arrived  at  the  principal  town  of  the  On- 
oiulagas,  and  forniod  in  array  of  battle,  but 
the  Indians  who  could  have  brouudit  six  or 
seven  huiulrod  warriors  to  defense  or  their  Fort, 
iH-vertiiel'  Ss  buriud  this  entrenchment,  to- 
geth.r  with  tiu.-ir  wigv.-ams,  &c.,  and  precipi- 
ed  a  glowing  account  of  the  Exped:ti<:>n.  In  i  tately  lied.  Tb.e  In  lian  corntields.  and  other 
1535,  he  conducted  another  cxjjedition  to  the  ]  means  of  sui^sistance,  were  destro)ed  by  orders 
Troquc'is  country.  Toward  the  close  of  the  j  of  Count  Frontenac.  A  detachment  under* 
Beventeentli  century,  Father  Hent-pin  had  ;  command  of  M.  de  Vandreville.  to  destroy  the 
made  a  tour  through  the  country  b.eld  by  thr  j  U;it;i<la  town,  having  Rucce.-sfully  accompli^h- 
Iroquois,  and  in  his  narative.  publislud  soon  I  I  their  mission,  rt:turned  uix>n  the  Ulh  of 
After  termination  of  the  Exptdition, in  France,  [  August  to  the  liuiin  army.  This  expedition 
tnd  rigaiti  in  tirst  Vulunn;  of  "Trans,  of  Am. 
/ntl-^i: .iria)i  So-;.."  in  ISJO,  he  thu;  spe->ks  of 
thtj  pow-M-  of  the  Iroquois:  "Tliey  would  never 
Cease  from  distuibing  repose  of  the  Fiuo- 
p'-aas,  wi.Te  it  not  for  f-ar  of  their  lire-arms. 
For  they  f-nt.-^rtain  no  coinnierce  \vith  th>'tn 
uules-!  it  l".e  tire-:' rrn  whitli  they  buy  on  [uir- 
poti'i  to  v,-:\r  ai',.'n^.t  their  neighbors:  and  by 
m^iA'^-i  id  ^Kiiivli  the/  have  cxLcadcd  their 


rearhed  Montreal  ujiou  20lh  .'\ugust  in  ltd 
rcti-rn  from  the  InHiiwws  campaign,  and  upon 
the  1:2th  of  Scptendier  arrived  at  (jiuitfC. — 
Tiiis  expedition  under  command  'o!  Count 
Frontenac,  has  f\u-nished.  m  the  rouiantic  in- 
citlents  cbnnectc'i  wirli  it,  a  thtune  wliich  has 
insp'ud  the  muse  o;»e  of  the  nxoA  gilted 
potts  of  our  country,  Alfi.Nl  1>.  Street--hi8 
gouiua  has  -^fi-ought  out  tUi4  subject  ia  tha 
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iKj.iutii  iil  ami  ehiboriite  ToeiTi  Fronlmnc ." 
But.  I  bliiili  li;ive  occasion  iiiTiiin  to  reier  more 
fully  to  thii?  expedition,  in  the  e<ptciul  rebv- 
tiou  it  sustains  in  the  l-.i.story  of  the  iSenecas. 
anil  in  connection  with  the  witiely  tamed 
Queen  of  this  nation  at  the  period  of  the  Kcv^ 
olutioa.  and  to  the  Pciem  ilhistratinj^  this  in 
tert-sti.  g  episode  of  Indian  story,  in  the  sub- 
seqr.i/iit  pages  of  this  sketch. 

It  was  only  a  yt;ar  btfi-rc  the  fall  of  the 
Frerich  Capital,  Qiifhec,  that  C;ipt.  Fouchet. 
W'lio  had  ctnnmanded  the  engineers  at  thcfeuc- 
ces^^ful  assasjlt  upon  Oswego,  in  IToG,  and 
Avas  afterward  en<:aged  in  ttte  construction  of 
Fort  NiitgaiM,  wlide  staMoneil  at  that  %-try  re- 
nowned furtification  in  1758,  compiled  the 
Map  entiUt'd  —  '•Oirie  dts  Frontiers,  et  Anjioise.i 
deu-i  le  Canada  (h: puis  Montreal  Jusqi.'es  on  Furldu 


to  cultivated  fields,  the  Tit>ga.  fthe  stream 
d'^signated  l»y  Sir  W .  Johns;>n  as  the  Cayu-a 
Branch.)  unites  witli  the  rirer  Caidsteo.  'I  his 
is  rich  historic  ground.  It  was  but  a  hrief 
period  of  tinle  alter  the  French  had  relin- 
quished their  claim  to  New  France,  that  an 
expedition  was  sent  by  the  Emrliyfi  into  tijis 
region,  and  from  this  date,  we  have  no  longer 
to  de,d  witli  din]  and  uncertain  myths  Of 
Indian  prowess,  and  imperftct  legends  of 
French  expeditions,  in  tracing  the  hi-tory  of 
this  section  of  country,  in  the  Fist;  its  rec- 
ords, no  longer  ohscined  with  darl;ness  that 
had  rested  upim  tlie  contlncnl.  now  assumo 
tluir  proper  place  aujid  tiie  annals  of  the  His- 
toric time.  It  apjtears,  from  tljo  VII  volume 
of  Colonial  Documetits,  that  two  sui-jects  of 
the  Biitish  JCing.  while  passing,  in  the  year 


(?i/<'r/>e  ;  it  is  a  rough  Map.  druv.a  from  in  for-  I  1702,  through  the  country  of  the  Senecas, 
mation,  as  stated  in  liis  dispatch  accompany- 
ing the  ^li'iip  ot  14th  .\pril,  175y.  obtained  at 
KiaL'ara,  (colonial  l)oi  umciits,  G'Jlth  page, 
vol.  X.)  'J  Ijis  M:'.p  delineates  the  rt'udon  of 
coutitiy  particuhnly  embraced  in  these  inves- 
tigitions;  it  reprcstiils  the  river  St  Lawrence, 


and  Lake  Ontai  io^-tlie  Seneca  I>aUe  is  here 
laid  down  by  naaieof  Kanautage,  the  Cayui;a 
Lake  as  Kendais.    An  Indian  town  or  Castle, 


were  murd<  red  by  two  Indians  living  at  tlio 
village  of  Kanisteo  wlucii  was  settled  i)y  Shaw- 
nees  and  Deiawiires.  '•stragglers  from  several 
tribes."  Sir  W.  Johnson,  upon  learning  of 
this  occurrence,  sent  Lieut.  Guy  .Ii  lmson  with 
a  party  to  Onoiidaga  Castle,  where  tliey  ar- 
rived on  the  4th  ot  December,  to  demanrl  the 
.';urren<ler  of  ti\e  nnuderers.  Upon  tiiu  7th,  the 
council  gave  an  answer,  the  • 'chief  speaker  (;f 


Ocyendaidt.  is  marked  on  Map  lyiuLT  between  j  Onondaga,"  Teyewarunte,  delivering  t^e  re- 


the  two  lakes  above  referred  to  ;  an  Indian 
trail  is  traced  upon  the  Map  as  passing  from 
Fort  Niagara  by  Kaensataipje.  (Canand>'.guia,) 
through  tiie  Indian  village  between  tiie  lakes, 
then  up  the  valie}'  of  Catharine  creelc  until 
reaching  the  source  of  this  stream,  atid  thence 
rising  upon  the  hills  and  leading  to  Knacto. 
(I'ainted  Post.)  at  the  junction  of  the  river 
liere  laid  dovsui  as  Kaygen,"  (Tioga.)  and  the 


ply,  that  as  tlie  \  ilhige  of  Kanisteo  wci  e  under 
jnrisdietion  of  the  Six  Nations,  if  the  Senecas 
did  not  deliver  the  n)urderers,  then  the  other 
tribes  would  do  so.  'Idas  promise,  however, 
was  only  made  to  be  broken  ;  another  council 
was  held  tlie  following ye.ir  at  Jahnson's  11  di, 
at  which  this  matter  was  brouglit  up  by  Sir 
\V.  Johnson,  and  eirne;.tly  pressed  upon  the 
attentit)n  of  the  Indian  Sachems  preseia — 


Fiver  dc  Kanesto,  thence  by  wav  of  Knacto  j  f'>rty-two  of  their  principal  chiefs-b'at  wirh- 
Castle  to  Foit  du  Quen.-^e.  An  lu'lian  village,  !  out  resulting  in  the  delivery  of_  the  murder- 
Thaggen.  is  marked  upon  tfie  Map  at  the  con-  j  ers.  Accordingly,  the  Iroquois,  who  were 
fluence  de  Kanacto  and  the  J! runclit; est dt  laSvs-  sincerelv  att.udied  to  the  Englisli.  at  request. 
qnehann.  'Fhis  is  undoubtedly  the  earliest  |  of  Sir  U^  Johnson,  determined  upon  si-nal 
chart  which  delineates  the  lakes  and  streams,  j  rerribntion  to  the  vagrant  Indians  residing 
the  niouutaias  and  plains,  of  this  picturesipie  i  :dong  the  Kanesteo.  And,  on  the  1st  day 
region,  then  coverecl  by  the  boundless  forests  \  of  April,  in  the  year  1761,  Capt.  .Montour,  a  son 
of  which  the  Red  nran  was  the  ordy  monarch. 
In  the  year  following  the  date  of  this  Map, 
the  ove-rtlirow  of  the  Fiench  at  Qtiebec  termi- 
nated thts  great  struggle  for  the  dominion  ot 
the  c<u;tincnt,  which  would  beileemed  worthy, 
if  a  Homur  still  lived,  of  the  epic  xiumbcrs  of 
an  Iliad. 

CIIAFj7:Ll  II. 
E*rrhj  French  F/pedttion  to  (he  h^ad-vaten  of  ih? 

Cf'Cimniii,  at:  I  U  yrrh  r    Wart'iu'C  in  tiny:  Jtr  jion  — 

Tfii  J.-ir'y     "''         ...'.->•/  rii-iory  of  I  he  Canisico 
'    fi^^r/ Cb/.  /'C'.','on  1  ;/;'/'  //<,  <-V^". ,  ^'C, 

It  was  a  balmy  morning  \t\  early  June,  as  1 
Blood  upon  the  picturesque  shore  of  the  riv<-r, 
Tkd.u're  ti;e  waters  of  the  Conlioeton  blend  with 
thosy  of  I  he  Crinisteo  to  form  viic  -ioble  Che- 
mung ;  hut.  lev/  miles  t  irthev  up  iiiis  phas- 
.^t  vAlIey,  where  thelorqsta  havegiveu  place 


of  tlie  Inddan  Queen,  Catharine  Montour,  and 
who  had  previously  signalized  his  name,  as 
we  .ascertain  in  coiisulting  Vols.  VI,  VII.  and 
Ylli,  of  Colonial  Documents,  in  conferences 
with  the  Indians  at  Onc/ud  igi,  and  at  b'lu  t 
Johnson,  and  also  as  being  in  comm  iiui  of  va- 
rious |)arties  of  the  Iroquois,  as  at  the  Geriu;i;i 
Flatts  in  17-jG— with  ;i  liundred  warri'>r.-,  s 't 
o:it  from  Ohguaga.  (Windsor.  I'roome  Co  , '»  oa 
the  Susquehanna  river,  fr;r  the  pinp"se  o!  <U  -- 
t'.oviag  the  vi!lag»-s  o;'  tlie  Delaware-.        .  '  ' 
cited  upon  the  tributaries  ot  this  liv -r,  ' 
K  uicsto  and  otlicr  stream.^.    T\u  y  -  .  (  - 
ly  accomplished  wdthin  two  wee!:s  tio  >■*  <  t 
of  the  expedition.    Sir  \V.  Job.nx'U.  in  n  < 
inunicition  dated  28lh  April.   IT'-J  f.^  I. 
(.or.  Coldcu.  gives  the  folbv.v:-;...:         '  ■  i  •■■  f- 
ativc  of  this  ht^stiie  excursien  .       i      i,:  : 
stant,  Capt.  Moutour  ^Tith  1 10  Indiiui.s  h^-J  * 
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few  white  men,  net  out  troni  Ohgujiga,  and  on 
urrivin?;'  at  llie  Hist  of  the  encfiiy's  Towns 
found  the  same  abandoned,  \vhiGh  he  burnud. 
It  consi.sU-d  of  3G  houses,  built  of  j^quare  log;<, 
with  jrood  chimneys;  thence' ht' went  to  and 
LuiiiC-d  another  of  30  houses  with  four  villa- 
ges, and  then  proceeded  to  Kanist^o,  which 
he  likewise  dt-strityed.  It  consisted  of  GO  irood 
Iwuses,  \vith  three  or  four  lire  place-:  in  each 
of  them.    Hero  and  at  the  otlier  Towns,  lie 
found  11  lar£;e  C{uantity  of  Indian  corn,  which 
lie  destroyed,  i':c.,  (Vol.  VII,  Col.   Docs  )  — 
Tliere  cxista  reasons  to  supp^-se,  from  the  sit- 
Dation  uf  the  In'dian  towns  marked  on  Pouch- 
cc's  M;vp,  r.nd  descuptions  ■.  f  the  lu'di.ius  towns 
elsewhere  L';iven,  that  llie  ilrst  viliago  which 
Capt.  Montuur  reduced  to  nshcs  Is  identical 
v,'ith  the  one  desi,:rnated  on  tlie  }tlap  as  Knac- 
to,  (Painted  Post,)  and  he  thi-n  proceeded  to 
destroy  an  intrrme  liate   Indian  town,  and 
then  the  castlt^  or  villaci;.'  of  Canisteo.  Capt. 
Jlontour,  t!io  leader  of  this  t\>rly  raid  into  the 
Canisteo  Valley,  was  afterw;ud  ]na'Si-nt  at  tiiL- 
cfinfiM-er.ce  held  at  Fort  btaiiwix  in  17US,  wiien 
Sir  \V.  Johnson  ne-^rotiated  a  trL-aly  with  the 
tSix  Nations,  securing  an  extcnsi\e  cession  of 
lands  f  s  rnarkf  1  on  the  .Map  drawn  at  thr; 
time,  in  large  red  lines.  -Ttiis  M^p  was  correct- 
ed from  Kaveuis  earlier  Map.    It  is  a  striking 
historical  coincidence,  that  this  point  at  the 
coiiflueneo  of  the  Conhocton  and  Canisteo, 
rendered  famous  in  our  annals  at  such  an  early 
date,  as  the  sf'.-ne  of  the  hn'.liaut  exploit  of  ttiis 
chier't  dn  oi  tlie  forest,  }dontour,  uhiLh  might 
rival  the  b'  dil  excursions  of  some  cliivalrous 
i-.idght  of  the  iniddde  agfs,  should,  after  the 
lapse  of  many  .MM! s,  ht>  t!ic  idaco  wdn're  this 
i'hief  v.ii's  bn.  ie  1,  and  b^'come  so  v-id-jly  famed 
as  tiie  sp'>t  \vhere  hiscon>rades  reared  the  rude 
moiiuu.'  iit  !o^-.M-ding  his  r'ehievemonts  — the 
I'aiated  I'o.-,t.     lUningthe  sumrv.'r  uf  177'J,  a 
larg.^  party  of  T^aries  ai.d  Indians,  commau- 
<k-''l  by'tii'-'h'y.di-t,,  McDonald,  and  the  Scn^;- 
^.-aCiiicf,  jliai^atoo,  made  a  fearful  incursion 
among  the  border  s'^ttivments  of  the  SuM[!ie- 
liartna,  \vhen  tiu'V  had  successfidly  attat  ked 
]'recling"s  Fort,  but  in  a  sIvirnusU  wfth  the 
liardy 'yfom  ui  umhn-  conim  irid  of  Capt,  it. 
IJoone,  tlie  Tories  and  Imlians  smlVrcd  a  great 
3o^s,  and  returned  trom  tliis  rani  with  many 
wounded,  by  way  of  the  Ti'>g  i,  and  beneath 
tlie  bria ad  elms  where  the  Catdsteo  a?!d  Con- 
hoeton  n.et,  Capt.  Montour,  the  gallatit  war- 
rior and  chief  of  the  i>ene<:as,  who  had  been 
woundeiLin  the  con.Gict  with  the  brave  bor- 
ilcrers.  expired  ;  and  hit- br.  thren  of  tlio  wil- 
derness made  las  grave  by  Hkm  iv.-r's  hide,  and 
above  the  ke-t  re.-tiug  phu  e  of  the_  warrior 
tiiey  rea!':d  a  P(;st,  ■a[)on  wl'ich  they  irserihed 
<'i  p.'.inici  various  rud.-  devices  and  s}  mbols, 
and  thiJ  rude    m(Miu!m:nt    was  afterwards 
olten  vi,-,it 'd  by  thr'  luave.;  of  tlie  Seaeeas,  and 
olh'.-tiii         Til;-;  i'o:-.c  di.-apprai>:  1  "about 
thej  tMVj  MO,"        v/e  arc  inforraed  in.  the 
iiiitory  of  iSicubeu  Couut/.    The  place  wiicro 


it  had  stood  is  Ktill  well  known.  A  few  miles 
from  this  place,  in  the  north-eastern  part  of 
the  t(nvn  of  Corning,  is  the  "Old  Indian  Tree," 
beneath  whose  shade  the  Red  men  have  pass- 
ed mrny  hours  iu  worship  of  the  Great  Spirit. 

It  was  upon  the  banks  of  the  Canisteo — 
whose  waters  now  murmur  and  glide  swiftly 
by  me,  then  rippe  along  the  fairy  land 
which  lies  bek)w  — that  amid  the  Kevolution- 
ary  V.^ar,  in  1770,  the  pine  tree*  were  hewn 
down  and  fitted  into  large  canoes,  and  when 
they  were  all  launched  upon  this  stream,  then 
were  embarked  upon  this  earliest  lleet  that 
had  traversed  its  eddies,  the  savage  war- 
riors and  renowned  chiefs  of  tlie  Six  Nations, 
the  P.utiers  with  their  still  more  savage  ren- 
egades and  barbarians,  and  gaily  dressed  and 
accoutred  with  weapons  of  war,  all  ride  in  this 
mysteriwus  Arnuida  down  the  river,  along  its 
i  daik  gorges  and  beneatli  the  shadow^s  of  over- 
hanging elms,  then  swiftly  desend  upon  tha 
!  strong,  rapid  currents  of  the  Chemung,  till 
the  long  tile  of  boats  disappeared  amid  the 
hills  that  border  the  noble  Susquehanna.  It 
was  this  strange  fleet,  that  gliding  amid  the 
light  of  day  and  amid  the  darkness  of  night, 
upon  the  w.it-ei  s  of  the  Canisteo,  whose  biawiing 
eddies  <lare  not  re\  e  il  the  fearUd  mission  of 
this  squadron,  that  carried  the  party  which  lu 
1778,  laid  waste  th.e  lovely  valley  of  Wyom- 
ing—the riuie  armaneut  that  Lad  borne  de- 
struction to  the  peaceful  hamlets  of  this  eu- 
ehanting  region . 

V.^'illiani  Harris  was  the  first  Pioneer  of  Steu- 
hen  County.  He  came  up  the  CJieraung  river 
soon  alter  the  cIos<.'  of  the  l!ev(dutionary  War, 
and  erected  at  PcUc.tetl  I'ost  the  iirst  building 
occupied  by  ci\'ilize<i  man  within  the  present 
boundaries  of  Steuben,  the  most  western  hab- 
itation ot  tiie  widte  uian  tiien  iu  tUe  Soutnera 
tier  of  New  York.  TliC  ladians  assisted  hini 
'  iu  laiiiding  this  cabiti.  1  la.rri.s- was  a  Merchant, 
ami  solil  his  wares  to  the  iled  men  of  the  for- 
est, early  in  the  S[>riiig  of  1787.  '  Ju<lge  P.ark- 
er,  the  Pioneer  of  UrL)ana,  found  Harris  loca- 
ted at  Painted  Post,  and  on  the  Christmas  fol- 
lowing, upon  going  again  to  that  place,  he 
found  the  cabin  of  Harris  burned,  and  Harris 
the  liobinson  Cruso  of  the  w-ilderncss,  too, 
was  gotie  ;  but  the  trader  was  only  tt-mporari- 
ly  alisent,  auil  afterward  returned  to  Painted 
Post,  where  he  lued  many  years.  At  this 
time,  when  Judge  Ikiker  was  making  an  ex- 
j  cuTsii'U  into  the  wilderness  beyond  the  Tioga, 
i  there  was  a  solitary  cabin  near  the  junction  of 
Cowanesquc  witli  'J'i.'i^^a  river.  Frederick  Calk- 
ins, from' Vermont,  was  ti<e  lirst  farmer  tluit 
Fettled  in  Steuben  County.  He  locateii  t/ear 
the.  tdumney  Narrows,  iu  17t^S.  YM  iMead 
was  the  first  Supervisor  of  the  town  ol  L'uicted 
i'ov^t,  then  comjsrised  in  Ontario  I'y.itity,  and 
he  ^/ent  to  CaM.a.'H!..gui; ,  to  arteud  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  i'-ard  of  Sii[-crv-isort;.  A  Mv. 
Fuiiei-  kept  Uic  ci<i  Puiated  i'oat  Tiiyciu,  » 
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hc-i.-e  built  of  round  \oy:s,  with  two  apart- 
tneriis.  one  story  in  h<Mj^ht. 

ArriOiiiT  the  not-ed  Pioneers  of  Steuben  Coun- 
tj.  the  close  ot  the  lust  century  should 

be  ineritioned  Benjamin  ratterson,  the  re- 
riOWDt-i  hunter.  He  was  born  in  Virgiuiiv,  in 
ITo'.J.  Rri<!  wa-s  a  relative  of  I);iniel  Tioone.  In 
e^rly  I'.:e  be  harl  removed  to  the  re^'ion  of  the 
8n?qi]ebAnn.-i.  where  his  taste  for  huntins^  was 
af-juired.  i>urjnic  the  lievolntioaary  War,  he 
■<sr  ^5  atta-:-hed  to  a  company  of  rifiornen  that 
enira.^ed  in  deftuce  of  the  frontier  settle 
ments.  He  was  at  the.Bkirmish  of  Freeling's 
Fort,  before  referred  to.  lie  was  attaihed 
to  the  p.-.rty  coraanuided  by  Cajit.  Hawkins 
Bo<>i;e.  uad  thL-re  had  a  perilous  e.scape.  He 
likc  Ai^e  v.  as  C';nnt'cted  with  the  party  of  Rah- 
p;ers  t'aat  par.sued  t!ie  Indians  alonj.  the  Che- 
mnrr^:  h'-u  its  tributary  stryam;^.  He  partici- 
pate'; Ir  ih'_'  hnr  !er  warfiire  of  the  Revolution, 
its  ;ul  veil '.nr--.-  li'.'i  boid  conflicts;  and  at  the 
tern:i!iaTi;jn  of  the  war.  he  chose  his  home 
RUionLT  ip.e  wild  wood  ;  of  the Conhocto-n.  The 
x^nexplored  and  tr:ick!ess  wilderne?.s,  the  rifle 
his  ordy  coin;->anion,  was  indeed  a  home  to  his 
free  adventurous  spirit.  He  often  led  emi- 
grants t!irou;:h  til.,-  wild  labyiinths  of  the  fur- 
ej:t,  to  the  prTM-iisi^d  huicis  beyond  the  famed 
country  u[  thr  v.h-nesce.  At  one  tin^e  he  gui- 
ded'i'a.dynnl,  the  acc"mpli:^hed  and  distin- 


1848,  D.  C,  Lumbard,  Editor— the  ''Cornjns: 
Journal"  was  established  Jan.  1st,  184(5,  the 
'•Corning  Democrat"  was  established  in  184t). 
The  popiilatiou  of  Corning  now  exccL-ds  six 
thousitnd  inhaliitantg. 

In  the  year  1788,  a  small  party,  consisting 
of  S.  Bennett,  Uriah  Stephens,  K.  Crosby  and 
Capt.  J  Jamison,  ^.-ommenced  a  tour  of  explo- 
ration up  the  valley  of  tliS  Chemung,  and  of  the 
Conhocton,  but  found  no  sifaation  whicii  an- 
swered their  antici[)ations,  untilf>triking+icri;ss 
the  densely  wooded  hills  lying  Fouth  of  the 
Conhocton,  they  came  to  the  valley  of  the 
Canisleo.  Standing  on  tlie  precipitous  brov/  of 
a  hill  overlooking  this  valley,  through  winch 
the  river  glided  amid  tlie  majestic  ehns,  grace- 
ful maples,  and  dark  pines,  that  were  grow- 
ing upon  its  banks  in  wild  and  magnificent 
grandeur  - — a  prospect  of  tuirivaled  und 
fascinating  beauty  was  at  once  presentc-<l; 
svhile  farther  down  this  valley  there  was  an 
open  extent  of  several  hundred  acres,  covered 
only  with  tall,  wild  gftiss,  and  luxuriant 
flowers— as  if  some  God  had  removed  fron-v 
the  \Vest  one  of  its  btsantifal  prairies,  and 
placed  it  here.  In  the  Indian' s  traditional 
lore  there  existed  no  rerninis(X'iices  as  to  the 
origin  of  this  meadow;  the  retl-men  said  that  it 
had  existed  here  from  time  itnmemoi iai.  Iti 
this  strangely  beautilul  vale  — amid  this  m,ig- 


guK'hed  '  lu'i^ioniatist.  throncrh  the  forests  of  I  ndicent  scenery,  which  even  now  in  its  pictures 


this  rt.gion.  Abo:U  the  veir  179G.  he  took  his 
gyoils  :a  a  bo,u  up  to  the  Painted  Post,  and  for 
xi  nuniS-er  of  ye.'iis,  or  till  about  1805,  kept 
the  old  hotel  at  l\noxville.  It  is  s;dd  that  he 
ran  ti!-  iir>t  u.ft  u;.on  the  w.iters  of  the  Can- 
i>ieo.  lu  the  year  1800,  C.  Hnlhurt  built  an 
lirk,  and  loa.Iiug  it  with  wheat,  with  his  prim- 
itive b  )  it  d'-cended  the  C  irusteo,  and  the  larg- 
er ri\'er-t  1 
tersoa  di. 
an  erenlt 


que  outline  of  romantic  hili  and  swiftlv  Hovv- 
ing  liver,  at  once  arrests  tf)e  Arti'^t's  eye — 
and  as  1  stand  here-  this  bahuy  summer  tl.iV^ 
thrills  every  nerve  witb  j)lcasure: 

"There  is  a  pleasure  in  tl^"*  i  -xthless  "woods, 
A  rapture  on  tiie  lonel\'  shore." 

was  indt.ed  a  favorable  p[v-it  to  commence  a 
new  Settlement;  and  here  this  p.irry  of  hardy 
o-.^,,  to  Paitimore.  jKMij  imin  Pat-  j  pioneers  st-k-cted  their  future  hinue.  In  the 
vt  I\iintird  Post,  in  Ib'U,  closing  |  autuum  of  ]7^'J,  Cro.>l>y  and  St-'phens.  v.atJi 
c.ireor  (jf  which  nuuierous  rom:in-  j  portions  of  their  respective  families,  after  a 
tic  fia-uients,  str;0):;e  and  thrilling  reminis-  j  toiisoiu-j  voyage  up  the  riits  of  the  river,  ai- 
ceuces,  are  }  et  re!ar.;d  h}'  the  iniialdrants  of  I  rived  at  the  place  of  their  pii  posetl  settlement 
this  rei'ion.    'i  lieiirst  Store  at  Painted  Po?t,  |  on  tiie  Upper  Cani.>t.-o.    Thev  at  one 


ut  -oo,!s  were  suM  to  the  settlers,  was 

kt-pt  by  P.  Elton.  ]l-  iirought  his  tii-.>t  ;is- 
sortmeiit  of  me!chri!;r!;;c  fr.,rn  Wattle'.-  Perry, 
(ao'.v  Pnaiiiila.*  "in  two  c;M!oes.  Aiiion'r  the 
*;:iriy  Piorieers  of  the  old  t'.wn  of  P.di, ted  Post, 
wioeh  was  purcliased  of  Phelps  (huhaui  in 
'r.  li^eKuox.  from  Xev,- Jersey,  in 
■  ■■'~l>l.  h.  Krwin  and  Col.  A.  Ei'uin. 
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v.ent 

into  tlie  feue-.t,  cut  down  the  tre^-s.  ami  iuiilt 
a  h')^,^e  of  logs,  'J4xL'G  feet  in  dimension,  con- 
t.iiniiig  a  ^Ing.e  apartmenc  illuminated  by  the 
i)la:'.e  of  cr.tcl;  ling  tiinber;>  in  four  large  lire  pla- 
ces, oae  being  in  each  corner  of  the  roorn.-- 
Here  tlie  tw')  families  ]>issed  the  winter  of 
17H'.id!;t,  ar;d  in  the  ensuing  sniittg  were  join- 
e.l  bv  S.  l;..-nnet.  Col.  J.  Mephens.  \c.  Mr. 
S.  f..  n  n  t  bud!  in  MOil  tlie  lir-t  Grist  yiill  i:]^'>n 
toe  Caiiisooa.  (U'  lalhe-r  it  n.'.s  co.-cfd  on  fv'n- 
ti'  l's  cie:-!;.eibM;;t  a  h  df  mile  fr'  m  iiS  jui  cl  iou 
•.^  i:h  tbe  '•ani>l>  o.  'lUc  lii-t  Tav.  rn  on  Cn 
«."a:'.!-teo,  v.;l>  .-si .il)li>.hcd  about  Uie  yar  l>>  0, 
by  tie')  iii.rnell,  ,i;ow  UnoAii  as  Jad',;'-.'  lb  r- 
nelbi  and  J.  Stephens,  a  b.aptist  pre  ieher.  I'C- 
b''.v  i'enuer  s  taeek .  Solouuiu  i''-iiMet  \'.  as  the 
hr>t  Captain  of  the  earliest  mi.'it.uyi  re  ito  'a-' 
uon  in  -Stridu-n  County,  l.'pou  the  i  i\  er  i  a'lus 
i>f  I  he  Canisteo.  aisd  pauoiig  t  lie  .NUi  it.ioMiiii 
hills,  v.cre  nurtuicd  a  race  of  ve>)men,of  bold 
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advcntui  ^rs.  an  athletic,  boisterous,  roasrh  and 
d:uin!2:  class  of  uit-n,  who  could  run.  wrestle 
or  li;;ht,  iu  a  nifUUier  that  would  not  luive 
dfine  di!iho!i(»r  to  tlie  brave  Barons  of  the  Old 
World;  Hud  the  rude,  stout  settlers,  who  par- 
ticipnted  and  gloried  in  the  adventures  of 
chivalrous  darin;;,  alvNays  ready  to  take  share 
in  the  olyuipic  amu>euients  of  the  bonlcis. 
had  soon  estal)lished  tlie  fame  of  "Canisteer" 
thvoufrhout  tids  re;;i('n  of  country.  Perhaps 
gonie.  tuture  Waiter  bcott  in  ly  ir  ither  up  these 
legends  of  the  forest,  of  the  bold  borderers 
that  h.ive  now  passed  away,  and  weave  them 
into  sou'j:. 

In  1788.  upon  the  21st  day  of  Novemher. 
the  State  of  Massicijusi'tts  had-  C(Uivey(-d  to 
Oliver  rhelp.s  and  Natlniniel  Gorharn.  fur  c  »n- 
sidcr.ition  of  three  hurujred  tiiousand  pounds, 
all  its  ria^ht,  title  and  interest  in  lands  which 
iiow  con-  titiite  the  counties  of  8tpu!'er,  Yates, 
0.jt:ui«:>,  part  of  Wayne,  j  art  of  Monroe,  also 
])ortions  of  Genesee,  Livin^.-ton  and  All"f?,u!y, 
containing  some  'i.tiOCOOO  acres.  'I'he  lM<li,in 
title  to  this  iiumense  t;state  had  been  purch;is- 
e]  I'V  riiel|ts  and  Gorhani,  in  deed  dated  IHth 
of  November.  IT'JU,  conveyed  to  Robert  Mor- 
ris, of  rhilar'eli>hia,  all  their  lands  then  re- 
raainiug  unsold,  aniountincr  to  over  a  mil- 
lion of  acres.  Kobert  Morris,  by  deed  hearing 
date  April  11th.  17'J2,  conveyed  to  CharK-.s 
Williamson  a  nullioa  nnd  two  hundred  thous- 
faid  acres.  Williamson  was  a2:ent  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Pultney.  England.  Sir  W.  Pultney  was 
a  son  of  James  Johnstone,  and  jissuuied  the 
name  of  Pultney  on  his  marriage  with  ^h•s. 
PaUfSry.  Tieice  of  the  l':,irl  of  P  ith .  Sitting 
in  t'i'_ir  lu-inn-iy  niuisiou.s  in  London,  the 
lhiti.>lj  iVin.uet  and  his  associates,  built  a  cror- 
geous  dream.  Peir.re  them  Jlitt(;d  ;i  vi^io!l 
of  tiie  city  that  shouhl  rise,  with  it-;  castles 
and  bu>y  marts.  ui)on  tlu'  upper  triiuitai  i;'s  of 
tie.'.  Sus("iMehanna.  'i'his  city  which  tlu-y  w.uild 
Tear  in  the  wiUleiT.^ss.  (Uitrivaliivg  the  brilii  uU 
achievcnoMits  <.f  a  Caliban,  sliould,  by  a  com- 
inerri  d  str.itagem,  take  the  key  of  success 
from  (^)!rbec  nufl  Nev;  York,  and  become  the 
I>r<>u<l  .Metropolis  of  the  continent.  Never  be- 
fore had  sm;!i  a  gmgeous,  brilliant  air-iastle 
flo;vf;d  before  human  eyes!  L'a{>t.  Ciinles 
Wiiliarnson.  agentienun  of  talent,  of  energy 
and  ppiiit,  versatile  and  impetuous,  was  se- 
lected to  carry  out  thi<  »■ntt•rp^i^e,  to  turn  in- 
ti'  reaiitv  t'u'  uoi  1;'U  dream  wiiuse  lines  wimc- 
mirrore'l  u-pon  the  Western  sky.  lie  arrived 
at  r.altiniore  in  17'd,  and  ere  lonj;  e>.td>li-h.  d 
his  c^-ntral  (juirt.  rs.  [UTpaiatorv  t.>  b.iildiii^ 
this  .M^'tropolis  of  tlu'  w!!.hv(M.ds.  at  N-.itli- 
lim!<'-i-laud.  i.n  t he  Sii-.;. ; u-han na.  at  tlie  j^mc- 
tiiiu  of  tba»'\V(  >t  r>ia!  '  h.  in  tiie  iu'autifu! 
valley  of  the  Coidioetuu,  souie  sixtevn  miles 
from  llu'  coiiltiK'U'-e  of  the  riv(u- wit  li  tle'l/ani 
Kti-o.  to  lorm  tlu;  noMe  (.'heiuuMg  in  a  pic 
tur<'>,,pi,^  i^itii atio.n  V  h'.  1 1'  the  valley  as-unuMi 
ft  w'll'-  i'x!t-.,t.  utM.  Ih"  waters  of  a  fairy  little 
luke,  whic-h    li.^Lcm  d  in  the  sunlight  like  some 


tabulous  stream  of  the  Orient— Capt.  Wiiliam- 
sou  dettirmined  to  locate  his  future  citv.  to 
erect  its  wails  and  build  its  bastions.    In  1793, 
he  commenced  buihiing   the  village  hoe — 
which  he  named  Ba'h,  in  honor  of  Kady  U  th. 
Before  the  close  of  tiie  sea.son  li:teen  landlies 
had  become  residents  of  the  new  settlement, 
'ihe  first  Tavern  Wiis  constructed  of  pine  logs, 
in  two  apartments,  one  story  in  height.  It 
was  kept  l>y  a  fau)ily  by  name  of  Metcalf, — 
Mr  Slierman  Metcalf  afterwards  removed  to 
Cllicottviiie,  N.  Y..  Ar, other  house  of  enter- 
tainment v/as  opened  by  a  William  Dunn,  up- 
on the  south-east  corner  of  the  public  Square. 
A  Mr,  Cruger.  from  IJenmark,  next  occupied 
this  Tavern.*    Cliarles  Caineion.  from  Sc<tt'aud, 
kent  the  hr>t  store  iu  the  village.    He  w;\s 
also  the  first  Postmaster,  the  mail  being  brot' 
once  a  week  from  Northuml>erland,  (as  stated 
j  by  G»;n.  McCiure  in  his  narative  of  the  eariy 
SfUtlement  of  Pith.)  llobert  Campbell,  D,  Mc- 
Kinsie,    II.    iMcElwn,   Chas.    McClure,  &c., 
were  among  tlie  early  pioneers  of  tliis  section. 
Aliout  the  year  17'J4,  Capt.  Willi  onson  estab- 
iislied  a  theatre  at  Ptath.    In  17i.»G,  he  caused 
a  race  course,  one  mile  in  circuit,  to  be  con- 
structed near  tiie  village.    Upon  the  day  ap- 
1  pointed  for  the  first  race,  some  two  thous^md 
I  persons  had  a-sembied— sportsmen  from  Vir- 
'  ginia,  Nevv  Jersey,  M.irylaiid,  from  Fhiladel- 
1  pliiaand  New  Yoik,  were  there  to  enter  the 
I  lists.    These  races  added  much  to  the  renown 
'  of  the  village  of  the  Plains.    In  the  year  17Uo, 
the  C<.>nhocton  was  explored   and  partially 
cleared  of  obstructions,    Geo.  "McClure  l)uilt 
an  ark  75.  feet  in  kngth  by  10  in  breadth,  and 
i  loailing  it  with  a  cargo  of  staves  run  it  down 
j  the  liver.    Thi:^  was  the  first  raft  that  had 
[  navigated  its  waters. 

I  But  this  B  irmii.d  stronofhohi,  in  its  infancy, 
j  was  threat eu'-d  wiCu  dc-tjuctu>n.  Capt.  Wil- 
i  iianison  had  became  interested  in  the  settle- 
I  mcut  at  Sodus.  ilo  received  Iroin  Col.  Simi- 
j  coe.  Governor  of  Canada,  a  warlike  note  de- 
I  maniliiig  that  he  should  imm'.-iia.tely  relin- 
j  (piish  his  de>.;gns,  (S:c.  Tiic  ailminiAtration  at 
I  Wa.-.hington  assumed  cbarire  of  the  iiiatter, 
i  and  required  Cajit.  Wiiliam.^on  to  pla.ce  his 
I  village  in  position  of  <lcfenc;e.  Several  Block. 
!  Houses,  and  an  entrenclu-d  position  surround- 
i  ed  by  picket  defence,  were  put  in  co;n>e  ot  im- 
;  mediate  constrn^'tion.  Several  }uects  ot  urtille- 
rv  and  a  thous,  nd  sta.!iil  of  arms  were  ordered 
i  from  AToany.  A  Itegiment  ct/Uiposed  of  some 
I  live  or  .six  hundred  men,  was  oigi:ii>A-d,  Wil- 
I  !!ani>oM  1  fer-i\  iug  commi.-.-ion  as  Coh'Uel. — 
j  The  foi CCS  V'.L' re  drilled  and  instnicied  iu  tb.e 
!  art  of  w.vr.  arid  a  gu  ird  w.is  st  -Jiotifd  every 
j  niuht  to  prevoiit  smpri.-e.  l.aih,  o.'J-  uil.  j>re- 
1  .>entt  ii  a  milita  y  attitii.le.  N<- vcrt hrh^s.  tire 
'  iioslile  Ihitisii  expe<iitions  did  m.t  make  iie- 
•<Cfnt  from  iht-  inovning  h)rtres.-rs  of  Nia^rara 
oul  0,-wcgo.  .0  wliieli  the  l■:Mgli.^h  sttll  keiit 
possessioio  r..ith  w.is  not  bcocii^cl;  the  threat- 
eucd  Wiir  did  not  ensue. 
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Stet^b^'n  was  orguni:iod  into  a  sepai'rity  Coun- 
ty, tho  six  towns  CDuiprisin^  it  being'  taken 
from  Ontcuiu,  in  17'JO.  'i  he  hrstCoiutuf  Com- 
mon I'lcMs  was  cuuvcned  on  ti)c  21st  of  June, 
1706,  William  Kec><cy  prcsidiiiy:  Judire.  The 
Court  was  held  in  tiie  new  Court  House,  a 
I'raoied  building.  Amon;^  tiie  lawyer?;  present 
were  N.  W.  HowelK  Vincent  jlathevvs,  Wm. 
B.  Verplrtuck,  Tliumas  Morris,  ic.  Among  the 
early  nu-mbcr.s  of  the  Steuben  County  Bar 
'.vere  (xeo.  I).  Cooper,  Wni.  Stuart.  l)uvid 
Jones,  D.  T.  Dlake,  S.  T.  llaight,  and  in  sub- 
sequent years,  Iianiel  Crnc-ar,  Vv''.  B.  Roches- 
ter, Htnry  WcUes,  H.  W.  Koj^ers  and  Edward 
Howell,  ranked  anioijg  the  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  lejJTui  iratcrnity.  InlS02,  Col. 
^Viiiiauv.•ou't;  i:;rency  of  tiie  Pultney  estate, 
terminated.  H<jiM,-rE  'i'roupe,  Ksq.,  succeeded 
to  thi.s  atreiicy.  In  ISUV  the  ilev.  John  Niles. 
V  Congreg;ijioaai  ^liuister,  who  in  1803  had 
t^ettled  at  I'rattsburL',  was  employed  to  preach 
every  alteruate  ba'obatn  at  Bath.'  Amontr  the 
|>rou)ineiit  men  \vho  came  totiie  County  ut  an 
<'arly  date,  were  iSamuel  Baker,  (afterward 
Judge.)  Capt.  .John  bheather,  (an  officer  in  the 
lievolulion  and  favorite  of  Clen.  Washini^- 
l.ju.)  Capt.  Joel  Bratt,  Jud;j:e  Porter,  Silas 
"Wheeler.  '  wlio  -.v  is  one  of  tiiemen  under  com- 
mand of  Aiaol'i  in  his  march  through  tlio  wil- 
derness in  tiie  e:qiedition  to  Quebec,  and  was 
Tiear  il<>ri ^gumei y,  wlieu  in  tiie  r.,-sault  upon 
tldo  l'.rit!>ii  f'U  Litir-itioui;  tlie  American  Gene- 
r  il  f'.di  )m)' tally  wuunded,)  and  Col.  Liudley, 
tJie  p5>i"e<'r  of  Tiw;;a  Vailev 
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luxuriant  woodhxnd,  only  broken  by  that 
gorgre  upon  the  north,  w'ith  itss  hazy  visid 
opening  to  the  fairy  valley  of  the  Crookevl 
Laive  which  ptretches  dimly  away  in  graceful 
but  indistinct  outlines;  I  fed,  I  reali:e  M  th* 
beauty  of  this  scene  ;  but,  upon  the  glowing 
canvass,  and  not  upon  thi,s  paper,  can  its  love- 
lines.s  be  pictured. 

CIIAPTEK  III. 
j  Earlji  UiMorif  of  the  region  adjoining  Chemung 
Valleij.  hiiivj  on  Susquehanna  River — The  Mu- 
sjcre  at  Wyoming  in  \7HS— Indian  raids  at  Ch^r- 
ry  ValU'y,  mid  ol iter  places  upon  the  Head- waters 
cf  (he  Susqrieh'inna  which  led  to  the  oryanizaiion 
of  Sullivan's  £.q.cditio?i. 

A  beautiful  day  had  pasfed  while  I  lei.suro- 
ly  de.-cended  the  Conhocton  and  the  Chemung 
— P'issed  like  the  w.iters  of  this  majestic  river 
which  are  gliding  by. 

'•The  wave  I  gaze  on  now  returns  nomore." 

Another  balmy  day  has  come,  and  as  I  stand 
musing  by  the  side  of  the  river,  a  few  milcs 
below  Elmira,  imagination  too,  glides  away 
with  the.se  ra])idly  rushing  waters,  tlirough 
the  pleasjvnt  vales  and  dim  vitas  that  lie  in 
liie  tlistance,  until  it  becomes  blended  with 
tlie  eariv  historical  reaiinisceiices  of  the  Val- 
ley of  Wyoming.  Tliis  is  indeed  to  our  mem- 
ory chivs'.cal  ground.  In  childhood,  I  had 
read  v^ith  deiiglit  Campbell's  beautiful  Poem, 
Gerf.rvde  of  Wyoming,  and  its  picturesque  de- 
scriptiori  of  the  pastorial  happiness  aniJ  qniec 
;  the  "Baih  (;  t^-ite  and  Oene-'ee  Ad-  i  ^'''^'^  ^^'^'^  ^^"^  ^^^^^  ^i"S«red  in  my 

was  pubh.-^iicd  by  V;m.  Kersey,  and  j  vecoliections: 

Idi  .!.    'J'his  was  the  liist  new.-paper  {  •'Dolisrlitful  Wyomins:!  bc-rToatli  thy  slcies 
in  Western   ^^•w   York     The  same      Tiie  l-ar-py  Sheplierd  swains  had  nauiilit  to  do 
yea.  :ui.«irK  r  paper.  "Ontario  Gazette,"   ,^.,^\  B^it  iced  Ihinr  tiock^  on  sveexx  declivm^ 
.».'staMi.^h''d  ut  Ci^ntva.  Tiie  I'atii  Cazettehad  a  {     In  the  Colurnbiad,  I  tnid  its  author,  Barlow, 
list  of  some  live  hundred  s'l bscrib^-rs.  but  was  !  thus  refers  to  the  expedition  of  the. Tories  au'd 
<udy  pubM.died  ti-r  !i  brief  time.    In  181U.  j  Indiar)S  that  laid  tins  valley  at  waste 
Jicuj.  Sin.;. id  coiUJueuced  the  publiration,  at 


Balh.  t'l  the  ".--tA^si^tm  ar.d  Aiha-my  Patriot," 
v«  hich  1  lieiieve  w  is  cnntirihed  tonie  twenty- 
live  years.  In  l^l').  Daviil  KisMisey  commenced 
the  publication  of  the  "Steuben  rarnier's  Ad- 
vouite."  'i  he  "Steiiben  Co\irier"  was  com- 
menced at  1;  ith.  in  184o,  r-nd  it  is  still  jnib- 
lishe  !  at  lhi^'pllCe.  The  "Tt-isiperance  Gem." 
edited  by  .lenuie  an^l  Caroline  Kumsey,  was 
Ktart'  d  i'u  ISol.  In  ISOl,  tlie  taxalde  inhabi- 
tar.t- f.f  i'  ltli  were  l\'J  ;  its  a-ftrssnu"'nC  roil 
"J. "J;'.  'J  lie  p'.pulati'in  now  numbers  seme 
b.lyV:)  'i'be  tir.-t  buildings  in  I'arli  were  con- 
ftti  acted  of  logs.  These  were  succeeded  by 
jnode.>l  fr.imed  houses.  Since  1 H  U\  when  I 
liad  p;iS-rd  t)i:i).;:,h  t'uis  \ill,i'.;e,  1  notice  that 
ju:uiy  ch  ::•  :  •  «  .  •  <.  t-istefu-*  suburisan  rcsi- 
d.:uc"fS.  hu'.  V  .  :  tlio  !  ttractions   of  this 

rural  vilhi-rc.  Ai\  *.,  f.s  i  .-land  upon  the  bdlis 
pouth  of  tid  >  pha.-unt  vi!!;;,-.j,  the  ravs  of  th« 
declining  suium'.T  s.-.n  rvstii.g  upon  thesw^'et 
Jake  bt'bw.  and  tbe  ciicuhir  lange  cf  aiu-u;d 
iiiid  loity  kill  ;,  covered  with  green  lields  and 


"His  sjivage  hordes,  the  murderous  Johnson 

b.-L.ds; 

Files  tiiri.u-h  the  woods,  and  treads  the  tangled 
wccd.^." 

I  can  only  wander  over  this  interesting,  his- 
toric groulul  foi»  a  moment.  It  was  reserved 
for  the  pea  of  our  country's  most  gifted  and 
emiut.-nt  Poet,  wb.ose  genius  has  wed  the  liter- 
ature of  our  land  to  immortal  fame,  to  pic- 
ture tills  valley  in  all  its  loveliness,  and  re- 
call its  thrilling  historical  reminiscences,  wliicii 
has  been  so  beautifully  and  trutlifully  don.3 
I  in  Ilalleck's  "Wyoming,"  Thus  reads  th'* 
closing  stanza: 

''Arid  on  tlie  margin  of  yon  orchard  hill 


ark- 


u, 


i  r 


":!ri■w^vy  ii'.C.'.- 

hundred  ut  i>. 
t-.l  mi  tla^  i.n.M-: 
,^ventv  Uvi'd  ti 


mo- worn  ba 1 1 iem -3 a t i 
di 

Un." 
•y  L'.  rL'-in 


ti-d 


Midk-r-spinr  -  iv; 
t  he  noDud  i  V  .■><•. 'U{>~ 
\  nd  where  are  nov>'  che  lw*-,n;>     i';t -srd  asv*?'. 
>s  .icaih  no  triumph  hours,  lU'i  O  on  Uve  j 
day?'' 
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In  the  last  line  of  this  fa-^cinatine:  poem, 
quoted  above,  i\ineric,i's  ijlu.stridtis  Fool  has 
cxprt-sscd,  or  ^.ither  S'j;^[!:e^teil  thono^lits,  not 
less  poetical,  than  of  profound  philosophical 
and  historical  signiricance. 

But,  I  cannot  dwell  upon  the  vScenes  con- 
nected v.-ith  this  valley  except  as  tiiey  may  re- 
late to  ev  cuts  which  have  transpired  in  tiie 
region  particularly  embraced  in  our  historical 
enquiries.  Early  as  174'2,  the  devoc.t  Mission- 
ary, Zinzendorf.  commencci  his  \Yorthy  labors 
amoug:  thy  Indians  of  this  rcrion,  v.-iniiing- tlie 
•  unlettered  children  of  the  forest  to  the  pure 
fiith  of  the  Christian  ren.irion.  In  17-53,  an 
association  for  the  purpose  of  makin?:  a  set- 
tlement in  the  Wyoniin;^  Valley  was  organiz- 
ed in  Connecticut,  Aviiich  hsld  claim  to  this 
eecilon  nrdii-  its  atici'.nt  cliarter.  This  asso- 
ciation ftlso  puroliased  t])e  title  of  1  "n-ls  bor- 
derinp:  on  t'lio  Susquehanna,  at  an  Indian  Coun- 
cil held  at  Albany  in  1754.  The  Tennsylva- 
ni.'ina,  however,  claimed  jnrisl^ction  of  this 
territory  under  tlio  errant  madf  to  Vrilliani 
Penn.  Resulting  from  this  con'.lict  of  author- 
ity, arose  in  succeeding  years,  contests  and 
border  v.-ars,  with  varying  triumphs  and  de- 
f^'ats,  that  would  have  been  worthy  of  the  mid- 
dle ages — worthy  of  that  era  when  valiant 
Knight,  with  his  .mniled  retainers,  bravely 
battled  to  defend  the  fair  fame  of  Ladye-love. 
The  annals  of  this  region  have  been  traced  re- 
spectively by  Chapman,  lleckwelder,  Miner, 
Stone  and  i'eck.  I  will  reca,ll  an  cpjsode  in 
the  strange  Iiistovy  of  the  Wyondn!,^  Valley, 
v,v  We;"vtmoreland,  as  it  had  become  known. — 
The  record  of  the  siege  of  the  several  Forts, 
the  battle,  the  surrender,  and  tlu-  tr.igical 
liiassacre,  that  occurred  here  in  the  first  days 
of  July,  1V7&,  lia.s  become  f.n. li'iar  ms  liouse- 
hold  ^vords  in  American  llisf.ay.  I'lnm  the 
night  suc.'coding  tlie  battle,  tev.-iti'.:  scenes 
•were  enacled.  Amid  the  d;'.ikne-s  ami  gloom 
of  i-udnigUt,  Queen  Esther,  v,ith  the  lieiiils 
M-hich  done  her  bidiiing,  performed  t!e.^  fear- 
ful orj/ies  of  guilt  imd  i'lood,  not  unlike  the 
Y'ciid  crimes,  the  dark  ino u)!  itioiis  of  Hecate 
in  tiie  witchc's  cave.  The  l'!>)0(ly  rock  where 
this  Frit^.stess  of  bioO'i  saeriheeil  the  lives  of 
innocent  human  beings,  however,-  had  assum- 
ed in  the  j  resent  fearful  drama,  the  place  of 
the  "boilin;.":  cauldr.m,"  arouiel  which  witches 
performe<l  tho  mysterious,  d:imaing  ''deed 
without  a  name."  Queen  Estlior,  us  men- 
tioned on  pige  17G  of  Miner's  "History  of 
V.'yoining,"  rciided  upon  ti;e  iianks  of  the 
yusqnelevr.  la  in  ''sullen  retiT;ae,ent,"  her  pal- 
ace -being  b>cated  near  tlic  ceiill;i-;'nce  of  the 
Tioga  with  the  Susquehanna,  within  tl;e  pre- 
cincts of  ^V■|^•t^lore!an^l.  Ah-rj-e  nujolier— 
}.,!ie..li>"l   fi-  ilives.  ai  ;in<l  >.hil- 

.■r-d  iroi:^  li.^  s-';l!<^e;er:(.  arvl  in  tiv 


preserving  their  lives.  This. flight  presents  a 
scene  of  dramatic  interest  rarely  surpassed  in 
history.  • 

1  has-e  thus  glanced  at  the  thrilling  event.<? 
which  occurred  in  this  Valley  in  177S,  because 
they  had  been  the  piincipal  fmency,  t-ogether 
vs-itli  ihitislr  and  Indian  atrocities  committed 
in  the  precceding  year  in  'iVyon  County,  the 
expeditions  led  by  St.  Legar  and  Brant  in  the 
Mohawk  Valley,  in  awakening  the  restribu- 
tion  visited  upon  them  in  1770.  In  Novem- 
ber 1778.  Butler  and  Brant,-  with  their  fol- 
lowers made  a  descent  upon  Cherry  Valley. — 
'iiiirty-two  inhabitants,  women  and  children, 
were  killed,  besides  a  number  of  men  com- 
posing the  garrison,  being  massacred.  Mrs. 
Campbell,  with  her  children,  were  carried  in- 
to capti\'ity.  The  family  were  separated  afc 
the  tiijie  lliey  w*ere  niade  prisoners,  but  were 
re-unite.l  at  Niagara,  ^vith  the  exception  of 
one  ciiiid.  James  S.  Campbell,  Uien  six  years 
of  age;  'bni  he.  after  an  interval  of  two  years 
of  captivity  auiong  the  Indians  in  Canada, 
wos  restored  to  his  mother  at  Montreal.  He 
at ter wards  became  v-dfieiy  known  as  the  Hon. 
J.  S.  Campbell,  and  his  elegant  residence  at 
Clierry  Valley  was  built  upon  the  site  of  the 
old  fanuly  matision,  wdiich,  in  the  llevolution- 
ary  war,  had  been  used  as  a  Fort.  His  son, 
the  Hon,  "William  W.  Cani[diell,  late  Justice 
of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and  author  of  "Annahs 
of  Tryon  County,"  &c.,  thus  writes  me,  April 
ISth,  l:>ij-',  in  respect  to  his  venerable  parent: 
'•My  father.  James  !S.  Campbell,  is  still  living. 
He  lives  with  lue  at  tins  place-  Cherrj'  Valley; 
is  now  in  his  'jGd  year,  and  is  still  h;de  and 
well."  The  piowess  of  the  Iroijuois  confeder- 
acy had  n.'Ceived  some  check  at  Fort  Stauvvix, 
and.il-oat  th"  batOe.  of  Ori.-rkany,  wh'.re  the 
intrepid  lien,  Herkimerwas  woun<ied.  But  hos- 
tile cxpeditinns  continued  to  be  made  througU- 
oui  t  :ie  t^.ummerandautunin  of  177S.  amoipg  tlie 
boiik;-  settlemer.ts.  as  at  tiie  derman  Flaits, 
an  l  in  the  .Seholi  v.  ie  Coimtry, 

These  events  win- i\  I  luive  brielly  noticed, 
led  to  the  o;-ga!ii;- ili..n  </f  tlu:  expclition  ur  • 
der  Command  of  Sullivan,  ifi'177'.h  which 

(lesfroyed  the  Imii  in  t^jwns  in  W'c^irvn  Xew 
York,  and  eifectually  einshc'l  l!ie  In.iian  pow- 
er within  their  oacj  proud  and  hitherto  uncon- 
quered  domain.  '  i     . , 

CHABTEIl  IV.  .• 


The  Orrpviiznthm  nf  C 


fcbout  a 
dreu.  f  ' 
darkne.-.- 
rnanv  ot 
the  wiM 
■^Jic  Luc  : 


of   ni.-'-ht.  v/ili'oet  pr.i\-!-io!, -;.  and 
ihiun  w;;j;.'Mt  eloildiKr,  ih-d  thvoi-gi) 
111';:^  f  a-  Mfely- PiP.3  t!iey  stiiicd 
whicii  thev  isuifcred  in  the  hope  of 


:;vp'V'ja  of  1770  njain-'t  the 
A".  Yur':,  hi'  Oca.  Wu-'ik- 
I'-  niibind  of  Expcdtthil  aa- 
S::!iii:.tn  —  I'/ie  A/'irrlco-n  Tr- 
'/  C!:cinu!ii],  drj'fdf  tlui  al- 
J'r-r'.-/.^.^  l<K-i:li'.iJ  "/the 
!■   J- of  !.'-  i,  -:::>,  in 


//•■rv--/,' 

t;-i,  cvc-. 

Tiie  sagacious  and  comprehensive  luicifl  of 
'  ASiiLNGiov  had  cviginated,  us  tiie  cUVeiuul 
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d'.'fen.-o  nL'.iinst  Indian  I'.ostiiity.  the  masLur 
policy  of  the  fleclsive  C'imp.a!i;n  of  1779,  carry- 
ing  fbe  waru-.ie  ai^ainst  the  Imlians  in  acccrJ- 
ence  with  tiieouly  mode  in  whioh  it  can  be 
succe.>-fu!ly  wairod.    Tbi.s  mode,  however,  was  I 
not  stnrjiy  inactovdance  with  riiilitaiy  ruks  hiid 
do\va  hy  ■  EuK.'p-  an  'J'actieiuDi; ;  oti  tiie  con- 
trary, it  adopted  the  Indian  manner  of  fiijht- 
injr-- follo\vin,£r  the  f;nea"iy  into  Hidr  stron.G:- 
holds,  burning  tlieir  towns,  and  destroyin;^  j 
their  inea?is  of  suh,  i.stence.    The  command  of  ; 
the  expedition  against  the  Six  Nutiuiis  was  j 
entrusted  to  Gen.  Joh.n  Sulivan.    It  liad  at  i 
first,  been  prop(»sed  tiiat  Gen.  Cate.s  .should 
have  direction  of  this  command,  but  the  in-  j 
tention  sul;^t^'•i^.en^!y  was  abaTidoned.    Gen.  | 
Kullivjvn  w:;s  iioiu  in  Lverwick,  Aiaip.e.  1740. —  i 
Arrivintr  at  iriatvirc  years,  he  r  -ad  Lw.-,  :i.nd  | 
removedi  to  y.e.w  ilimpshire.    He  was  a  dele- 
gate to  t'.je  liist  Cuntiuental  Con:rre.-s,  and  was 
aftf.'rwar.!-:  eng  . in  cm^nan.'.  of  the  expe- 
dition \v;;iL-h  e.t[>:i:red  I'lat  and  Ala- 
ry, at  Port.-iooutii.    He  w;is  one  anioiig  the 
eight  Brigadier  Generals  whieh  Confess  ap- 
pointed in  177-),  and  in  1776  reeeiveil  appoint- 
ment as  M':i*n  Getier.il  in  the  Contiiicntal  Ar- 
my.   In  l';77  he  was  engaged  in  the  battles 
of  Brandy  w! 
winter  d  ] 
troou:';  ('f  id. 
pedlLibii  iiL  a 
The 

Febuarv,  17 
of  "i{^e.^n!.^ 


ansl  Gerniant(e,vn.  and.  in  the 
-8,  asi^nmed  command  of  tiie 
'  Island,  and  cmducted  tlie  ex- 
1  Newport  in  x\v.gust  of  177S.  | 
thti  State  of  Kh'ide  Ishmd  in 
will  be  ^.ecn  in  Vwl.  VIII 
the  Stale  of  Hhode  Inland"  — 
had  vctfi  tlicir  thanks  to  Geri.  Sullivan,  in 
consi'lcraiion  "of  the  active  zeal  with  whieh 
he  hath  oxevtr.1  the  forces  under  him, for  the 
presLT\ .iti' )!"!  of  this  State,  and  th^;  security  of 
its  iniiHi  i;antV'~(Page  50S,  ViJlth  vol.  of 
'•iieci  r  Is, ")  S;:ch,  biirdy,  had  be<. n  1  he  liis- 
lory  of  G'ai.  Srdiivan,  previous  to  his  receiving 
Ih*.'  pj»..iin*iner<  L  tt^  take  chief  C'lmaJand  oi' 
the  army  *^  s!„'iie'.!  for  tlie  ovt-rthro-.v  of  tlie 
vast  and  po'.verfui  Indian  contedracv  which 
'dtherto  had  been  tiie  successful  ally  of  the 
j'Jnelisli  in  tlic  terrible  wiirfare  v.-aged  upon 
the  Border  Segllements,  as  the  ilesolated  ham- 
leLs  of  the  German  Flatts,  -Fort  Bhiin,  Stone 
.•\r.d.  ia.  Gheiry  Val!e\-,  L'nadiila,  Minnisink, 
au'i  (^ther  places  within  Tryon  and  Ulster 
cuunti  's,  wh.^,e  nann.'S  have  indeed  bceome 
•cla.v-ic  \i\  tl:e  auTials  of  the  Uevulutioa,  ao  tear- 
lully  att,;strd. 

in  a  comrnnnicati'.n  dated 
in  a  very  able  I'larima- sub- 
rt'latis'e  to  tfjL-  pro;i')-jd  ex- 
\Vashiti<rt^;n,  the  U.)nirri;in- 

.\t.!>Tie  in  Ai!:i\ 
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''lb  Areil,  17 
in  it  ted  his  vi 
pedition,  to  ( 
der-in  G'li.  f  < 
opirii'  e's  ;i  :  '■■ 
tial  iy  H..   '\  I 
j)ort  tht  ( ; 
p.ige  -  A.  N 
Amerir,-,  ]{ 
and  il.  .ii-aa 


i.  1 
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have  siiown,  ample  proof  of  the  s  ^pi 


aiid  t!ie 
■;':>rau- 

S^_Tll  Oil 
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jvxrks;" 
.ln[>a!gn 

ar  /aili- 


tary  skill  and  knowledge  of  the  officer  wtia 
had  been  assio'ned  command  of  this  expedi- 
tion against  the  Six  Nations. 

Gen.  W^isldngton — whose  masterly  skill  and 
judgment  in  the  prosecution  of  warfare 
against  the  Indians,  had  been  evinced  ii(>oa 
tiie  battle-ground  near  the  Monongahela, 
where  upon  the  memorial  9th  of  July,  1755, 
Ihe  army  of  Brarldock  were  led  into  ambuo 
cade  by  the  subtle  warriors  of  the  forest,  and 
were  only,  after  the  fall  of  Gen.  Bradiloek, 
rescued  from  entire  destruction  by  the  bravery 
and  skill  of  Washington — had  proposed  to 
carry  the  terron?  and  calamities  of  war  into 
the  Iroquois'  own  domain,  destroy  theirstroug' 
holds  and  burn  their  towns,  in  a  communica- 
tion to  Congress.  January  12th,  1779,  most 
aldy  urged  the  importance  of  this  m,ovement 
as  the  only  efficient  protection  to  the  patriots 
in  ail  the  border  towns  of  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylv.mia.  Washington  wa,s  only  in  his  seven- 
teeidh  ]?ear  when  he  began  his  explorations 
in  the  Indian  territory  beyond  the  Alleganies, 
which  he  continued  for  a  number  of  years,  be- 
ing en'j:aged  in  diplomatic  as  well  as  military 
excm-sions  among  the  Western  tribes,  and 
had  tiius  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  Indian  character,  and  which  afterward  be- 
came of  such  indispensible  avail  to  the  canso 
0'"  tiie  Kevolution  shown  by  his  wisdom  in  origij 
raiting  and  planning  the  campaigns  against 
the  Indians,  2nd  which  conduced  in  an  em.i- 
nent  (ie2:ree  to  our  national  success  in  the 
stniggie  for  Independence. 

It  was  arranged  that  the  principal  divisiou 
of  the  Army  designed  for  tte  invasion  of  the 
Indian  country  should  proceed  under  imme- 
diate conunand  of  Gen.  Sullivan,  along  the 
Susquehanna  toward  the  head-w-aters  of  this 
miijestic  river,  where  upon  its  continence  with 
the  Tioga  it  would  be  joined  by  another  di- 
vision r  uder  c;.mmand  of  Gcji.  James  Cliuton 
—and  tiicnce,  in  combined  array,  march  into 
tlie  popolous  Indian  country.    It  may  be  re- 
marked, that  Gen.  James  Cliuton  was  born  in 
Ulster  Co.,  173*3.    At  the  age  of  twenty,  then 
holding  rank  as  Captain,  was  engaged  in  tho 
as-aiilL  upon  Fort   I'rontenac;  received  ap- 
pointment of  Colonel  in  177o,  and  participa- 
ted in  the  e:ipedition  to  Canada  under  Gen, 
■\rojugf>u2ery.    In  177G  he  was  appointed  Brig- 
adier General,  and  was  actively  eni:age(l _^in 
service  connected  with  the  war  tiiii.i!  17(9, 
wh 'U  he  bceair^e  associated  with  Gen^  SnllivaTi 
in  the  e;;peditii,>n  against  the  western  Indiant*. 
Then-/i:ue.  the  fansily  of  the  Clmtnns  basin- 
deed  become  one  of  tluj  most  iilustrious  knov-n 
i  in    Americm    History.    (J.-orge- Clinton,  ft 
I  brother  of  \\qx\.  Jamcs  Clii.aai  here  icb.rrt*! 
!  to,  occ levied  tiie  important  position  a» 
!  error  oT  Xf',v  York  duiirrg  tli''  war  (A  'ii'" 
i  oiiid-     ;  and   m  a  comtnnnicatieii 
i  \V.*-H,Nf;TON,  dated  "ISlli   May,  W 


tien. 

roN.  dated  "ISlli   May,    h  .  had 
views,  ir.  an  able  and  coinprch^p^avo 
relative  to  military  arrau^ivmentd  ro- 
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qui'Tt-d  f->r  successful  prosecution  of  the  intend-  i  continent  ;  attain,  this  rrirtjestie  and  mighty 


Empire,  the  rule  of 


powi^r  Hi 


Ami  rica,  \y.is  a'.vaitin^  the  abitranient  of  arms 
here  amid  the  quiet  forests  bortlcrini^  upon  tha 
Cliernun':^  ;  l^erc  tho  n■lo^t  eminent  amon;^  tii» 


cd  canipiiign  againi-t  tli.»  Six-Xations— (liiis 
)ett3r  -vviil  be  found,  papre  298,  &c.,  of  second 
v(d  "Correspondence  m.  Kevolution.)  De 
'Witt  Clinton,  a  son  of  Gen.  James  Clinton,  it 

need  bcarcely  be  said,  acpjired  endurin,^  and  {  British  leaders.  Sir  John  Johnson,  Col.  Guy 
pre-eminent  fame  as  one  of  the  ablest  among  i  Johnson,  Co\.  John  Butler — while  the  liaugh- 
the  many  diitinguished  statesmen  who  at  va-  j  ty  warriors  of  the  Iroquois  Averc  led  by  their 
lious  times  have  held  the  pl;ice  as  Governor  of  i  own  subtle  ciriefsJThayendanegea,  {"the  I\lons- 
the  State  of  New  York,  without  uientioning  j  fisr  5ran/,")  as  well  as  Corn-Fhinter  and  Bed- 
other  learned  and  eminent  men  more  recently  j  Jacket — were  assembled  to  taice  command,  in; 
connected  with  this  fan^ily.  Gen.  Cli  Uon .  i  tliis  hour  of  emergency,  of  tho  combined  Brit- 
with  five  brigades  having  numerical  strength  !  ish  and  Indian  force,  amounting  to  some  200 
of  1500,  commenced  his  march  on  the  ITth  of  I  English  tnoops,  and  1300  Iroquois,  securely 
June  from  Canajoharie,  his  point  d' oopui  hi  j  entrenched  among  the  wooded  hills  upon  tho 
the  Mohawk  Valley,  across  a  hilly  country  to  |  Chemung. 

Otsego  Lake;  but  this  Lake,  o'ving  to  drouth  j  The  American  army,  under  command  of 
of  summer  season,  wowld  not  admit  of  the  pas-  |  Gen.  Sullivan,  was  delayed  several  days  at  Ti- 
Fage  of  his  boats,  amounting  to  220  batteaux.  !  oga  in  mailing  preparations  for  their  march 
Rod  carrying  a  park  of  Artillery,  stores  and  |  into  the  Indian  territory.  Upon  the  2f.t}i  of 
])rovisioo.i  over  its  waters,  and  Gen.  Clinton  j  August  tiie  army  comraeuced  itsm(»voracnt  in 
iiad  re=%ource  to  con^tr^  .tlng  a  d;nn  across  the  ;  the  ff)llowingorder  of  battle.  Mrijor  Parr,  com- 
lower  portion  of  the  Lake,  thus  raising  its  |  manding  corps  of  Biitlemen,  forming  -the  ad- 
vraters  to  such  extent  that  upon  removal  C)f  i  vanced  guard  — tlie  brigades  of  Generals  Hand 


the  artificial  obstruction,  the  accurnated  rlo-nls 
l  apidly  carried  his  armament  to  its  destination  ; 
and  upon  the  22d  of  August  he  formed  a  junc- 
tion with  the  main  divi^iuu  under  (ien.  balli- 
van  which  h-id  ascende  1  the  Susquehanria-,  at 
'Jioga  point,  and  their  united  force  nowamount- 


:\lax\vel],  and  Poor,  with  Proctor's  artillery 
occupying  the  central  column,  constituting 
the  main  body  of  the  arn)y,  while  Gen.  Clin- 
ton's brigade  "brought  up  the  rear.  (See  "Jour- 
nal" of  the  I'pxd.)  and  upon  the  first  day  the 
armv  marched  some  three  miles  and  encamped 


d  to  five  thousand  men— the  respective  brig- I  for  the  night.  The  succeeding  day,  27th  ot 
fides  under  command  of  Clinton.  Hand,  Max-  i  Aug.  the  army  resumed  its  march,  making  th« 


>7ell,  I'oorand  Proctor.  Some  time  previous-  ' 
]y,  Gen.  Schuyler  had  communicated  intcii-  ' 
{;euce  to  Clinton,  that  the  enemy  were  rdready 
aware  of  tho  objects  of  this  expedition  ;  t'oe  ' 
allied  British  and  ludian  forces,  in  fact,  had  : 
made  ample  ])rcpara.tions  for  defense,  and 
erected  intrenchments  upon  the  Chemung, 
\?here  they  awaited  the  approach  of  tho  Am'-i- 
ican  army.  From  tlie  year  Vj?A,  v.du-n  Car- 
tier  had  ascended  the  St'.  Lawrence,  and  erect- 
ed upon  its  shores,  the  standard  of  the  French 
Kmg,  tiie  French  and  English  had  contended 
for  the  posos:^ion  and  control  of  the  Coutincnt. 
Both  of  these  Powers,  as  the  niost  power- 
ful auxillery  in  securing  the  coveted  ol  joct, 
Bought  thealliance  and  aid  of  the  Indian 
Tribes  ;  until  the  defeat  of  the  French  aru\s  at 
Niagara,  at  Louishurg.  and  finally  at  Qu-hee 
iu  1759.  gave  to  tiie  English,  and  tho  numer- 
ous Indian  tribes  wiih%shom  they  were  theuc  ;- 
forward  allied,  the  absolute  and  supreme  do- 
minion of  all  the  lands  of  the  Coutiner.l.  Sir 
William  Johnson,  as  the  representative  of  the 
British  Monarch,  obtained  and  exen  ised  an 
xinrivaled  a.<cendency  over  the  Indi.ms,  and 
durin<?  a  long  term  o 
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distance  of  six  miles,  and  then  formed  encamp- 
ment.  Upon  the  28th  of  x\ugnst,  the  route  of 
the  army  lay  through  difficult  mountain  roads. 
at>d  Gen.  }J.ax\vcirs  brigade  being  detached 
for  the  purpose  of  cro.^sing  tlie  v.'cst  bank  of 
tho  river,  the  wdjole  army  marched  th.is  day 
only  two  nd!es. 

Pre\  ioi;s  to  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Clinton  at 
Tioga,  Gen.  Suliiva:!,  who  had  reached  that 
place  upon  the  11th  of  August,  detachetl  a 
small  j-  uty  the  same  evening  to  reconnoitre 
the  enemy's  j>osition.  This  scout  returned  up- 
on the  sucjecding  day,  and  (quoting  from  Col. 
ITublev's  Jonrnad,)  with  information  :  "made 
several  dd^coveries  at  Chemung,  an  l/idi'in  vil- 
i-y:  (nd'-e  di^tdJitfrom  this  fljce  :"  and  ac- 
cordi!);.lv  it  wa.--  d-tc-rmined  to  destroy  ;;t  once 
this  promioent  lndi;in  villiige.  and  the  main 
army  cumnuiuded  by  Gen.  Sullivan  numedi- 
at^dy  commenced  its  march  toward  Chemung, 
but  owiu'.;  to  the  darkne.-^s  of  the  nightdivl  not 
reach  this  town  until  the  next  morning,  the 
loth  of  All-list,  but  tlie  village  h;itl  been  evac- 
uati-<l  cu  approach  of  the  American  Army  by 
the  Lidiuri 
a  mile  bey. 
vanc'u  ;  i  'I  i 
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an  irjtrej)id 
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crtrvyin;,;  with  them  tlu'ir  own  'v'.'airiors  killi'd 
iti  this  fng-ugeriifru.^wi.i'e  the  American  ar- 
my -ufiVred  n.  l<>:^s  cf  s-jven  killt-d,  and  ten 
wounded  —  the  Inxt  t^arrilice  niade  by  our  pil- 
lant  troops.  The  army  tlicn  rtiluced  the 
hivc^Q  Indi.-.i'i  vi'hi^^o  of  C:!iernun,^  to  aslies.  and 
Tetnrned  the  same  day  to  'i'iuga.  'J  hi.s  bril- 
li.mt  and  Kuci.ei?.sful  expedition  was  the  pre 
liminary  Tnovement,  the  prelndo  to  ttie  f!n:i! 
attack  and  overthrow  of  the  proud  IrcM^iuds 

confed.cracy  ;  the  revciberutions  of  our  arniS  !  hours — tlie  Iroquois,  animated  by  l)rave  wovuk 


liebd  in  reserve.  Thi.s  skiilfid  arrani^enient  — 
these  vii:oi  !^usord*  rs  were  pron)])t!y  and  brave- 
ly enforced.  '!  h.e  '.i:-rlit  corps  rn  (de  a  briHiiint 
and  intrepid  cliar:ie  upon  t)ji.>  vetrran  liritisU 
troops  an(i  tlie  savage  Indian  warri(;r.s,  wiui 
shelterc.I  behind  their  formidable  breastsvork.  . 
as  v*'tdl  as  rocks,  thickets  and  trees,  directe'l 
an  inces,int  fire  u[!on  onr  br;;.ve  columns  v,'in> 
fouiiht  with  unsui passed  heroism,  anci  with 
vaiyiof^  success  and  di-coniforture,  lor  two 


had  startled  the  Acwinosbioni  from  Ins  rejiose 
umid  the  wihi woods,  tlie  bixurant  bilks,  and 
beautiful  streams,  of  bis  own  empire. 

Kesumimr  the  narative  c>f  the  expedition  at 
the  place  v.here  I  htid  nnide  interlude  after 
rcfcrririLC  to  tlie  terniinali'in  of  the  mareh  tin- 
on  the  loth  Autriist,  aitd  enc^inij'.nieM t  of  ou.r 
troops  at  Ciiemmis:  t:po;i  ^-r.-und  NvSterc  the 
Indian  villau'e  had  formerly  ^tood  — the  Amer- 
ican amjy  resumed  its  marcii,  in  the  same  or- 
der as  v.i:oi!  i\\<'  '2hih,  ;.boe.t  nine  o'cloci:  on 
the  nie;.;or;i.ble  !-!7ih  «'f  Auuu.-t.  and  on  its 

•'arrival  i^^ar  the  ritl.ze  w liei o  the  action  of  i  coidd  decide  tlic  teviibl 
the  loth  commenced"  the  van-guard  perceived  I  victory  to  the  unyi''ld!ii;r 
feveral  of  the  enemy,  who,  np-:>n  approach  <>f 
our  t'orcos  retreated;  tlie  Cvjrr-^,  under  commanil 
of  ?Nlaji)r  Tarr  g'ave  immediate  but  camions 
pursuit,  and  pr{^cee<led  "ai'out  a  mile,"  when 
Ji  large  force  of  the  subtle  Indian  wan  iors  were 
discovered  very  ai  t  fully  concealed  behind  an 
extensive  forn  heat  ion.  v.hicli  h;al  been  covered 
from  view  by  tre'-s  and  bouirbs  beiu,^'  cut,  and 
in  their  veinai  l"oliac;e,  brouLjht  and  placed  ia 
an  upii^dit  po-ition  in  front  of  this  redoubt. 
Thi^  p.->itmn  was  admirably  chosen,  evincine: 
in  its  S'  b'' lie'ii  cnsiimale  military  skill  and 
^trafr":ir  d  t,  occupvinrr  tlie  ea>t  bank  where 
a  b!!-,;c  bi'i  'i  h;;il  l.e..  t.  huTDed,  ]]\  ('hemun;;< 
rivrr,  i;;'- I  xne\:e  ii^hi^.f  tiie  eutrencbment 
Tested  iii^'  H  tills  stream,  while  its  circutious 
and  rapl  ;  eunents  placed  the  rear  secure  from 
■  ho>tile  siii  i>n--;  oi    approach,  aial   the  left  of 


a.nd  fea?less  exi  itions  of  Brant,  win)  like  a  • 
demon  of  evil  ran  .trod  every  part  of  the  en- 
sanguined Held,  held  their  position  with  u,n- 
equaled  i-bstinacy — at  the  sanie  tinie  the  ene-- 
my  who  occupied  the  lofty  hill  upon  the  ex- 
treme left  fighti'.iC'-  with  (ietermined  bravery, 
rt■sl^tin,c^  the  assault  of  the  K'llhint  leuion  led 
by  Clinton  and  Ik'or,  step  by  steip,  and  inch 
"oy  inch,  and  weie  only  driven  fnun  their 
rocky  fc>rtresses  at  tlje  point  of  the  bayonet: 
the  sun  \\as  sinkiii'.--  'n  the  western  horizon  — 
and  it  seenv-ci  i  iui  t.  ai^prnachiuix  darkness  ab>ne 
01)11  iliet  by  ,-;-ivini: 
InMjuois;  still  fioni 
every  wavinn;,  lusti'm.^  thicket  and  shrub  were 
unceasiiio-ly  sent  the  unseen  messengers  of 
death  upon  our  raniis,  until  it  now  .^eemed  to 
the  Americans,  as  erst  to  Jf  id'cth,  i\v.\t — 

^'JJirrunn  icood  be  come  to  Dun.-^lnjne;" 


the  redou! 


rested  iip.ui 
and  lofty  lull- 


secure  base  of  a 
precipitou-  and  lofty  lull-- the  entire  work 
fxteniliug  some  half-mile  in  length;  u  beauti- 
ful Island,  which  indfed  seemed]  like  realiza- 
tionofsome  envir-mtc'l  and.  rrnydi-cam  of  I'ara- 
dise,  shnuhered  aiaid  ih.e  w.itvrs  of  the  Clie- 
mung  within  a  short  distaia.e  —  v.ddle  in  thi; 
lui:'.y  sunlight  the  vern.d  maLTiilicer.ce  of  sau!- 
iner  began  to  blend  its  :-ylv.in  line-  with  the 
crunson  tints,  and  gorue"":-;  yet  failing  i-oiois 
of  Autumn,  Gcu.  H  ii;d.  i!:i!i;"di.i!,v'lv  ad.vanc- 
cd  the  light  corps  V  it;. ill  tio..^-  h:;^do  i  yard... 
of  tlie  ciKepy's  •  n t !■•■: i;  h in*  t: : :  aiid.Crn.  Sul- 
livan aniviiiLf  epoii  ri;,'  L^rei:!'  i,  liit.-u  d!riu:l'-d 
the  l  iih'  C'lrps,  u ::d'  r  ci  ^n; ;aand  of  (km.  Ihitid, 
to  a  -.I'dt  t'l''  f'e-n^ (il,^  in  foi'it,  while 
I'.M,.'..  hi !rs  w.  ie 
i  [  Ki/t  to  U;:  :i  > 
,  ;  iiidi  ui  f-!'-.;  u  hi.  h 
rtr''[>  hills  in  th.'.t  di- 
.r  to  support  the  at- 
il.:  Crj-a.  M  .xwell'ti  w.-v 


(b-l:vl,d^    (■;;,.'.:;'        ,!:  ! 
c.ni  -Ci  t..  .-o,;     ■    -.g  : 
ll  i;ik  of  tlie    biio  h 
was  -t  aio;ied  u;..'!i 
rection,  au'.!  ('•-!.  ''io^  t 
tack  with  artilh.'iv,  v.h 


along  thatembatlled  line  the  Aineri(\an  columns 
for  a  momenthaited,  waveredi,  then  ahc've  tiieir 
bleeding  ranks,  there  seemed  io  hover,  like 
a  guardian  airgol,  the  form  of  ab.-t-nt  wife, 
with  lier  babe  clasped  to  her  bosom,  sb.ielding 
it  fronr  the  niu.rderous  tonudiawk— (///-//n,  the 
licroic,  seried  columns  advamed  with  hurried 
step  to  the  deadly  change.  <risa[»pearing  amid 
the  lii-e  and  .smoke  which  enveloiied  all  the 
battlciield,  while  our  artillery  dealt  upon  the 
enemy  a  terrific  cannoriade,  and  the  riiartial 
strains  of  the  Jlepublic  cheered  our  men  to 
the  fearful,  impetuous  charc'e — and  along  their 
extended.  emb;ittled  lines,  the r.nti.-^h  aiul  tiieir 
Indian  allies,  wavered;  the  voice  of  tht;  Iro- 
quois Chieft.dn,  Th-ant,  then  ecliocd  ovc-r  the 
battb;held  with  the  despai.-ing  slioed  of  d'-n'Mt 
— Oonrdii  ()onah  1— and  with  th.it  fatal  ciy  tiie 
hitherto  unvi.'ldirvg  and  tindisma\e  i  r.uiks  ot 
the  Jro'.pnds  waniois,  arid  tiu  ir  alli^'S,  were 
hroki:'!!,  and  all  lied  in  i>:aiic  .wid  cou  fe.slon  . — 
With  th.:!.t  ery  of  defeat,  n  ov  c.hoinu-  amid 
their  nati\-e  forest,  the  Aewiuoshi  cc-nfeleriicy. 
whie:i  it.at  ft<.»  long  rn:ii!iia![ied  by  its  pow-rs 
nri.Iispuled  reipreruRcy  of  th>,'  continent,  and 
;  h.'ld  the  Algoiviuin  and  A!H),ii;!.ehi:Mi  grouj).-;  of 
I  t!ie  ili;nti.'i--ra.r-  in  snbM.,v.;!  ion,  was  overthrown 
li'r.l  di<!!0'mher... ;,  b./ever;  the  sova  eigot  y. 
I  tlie  gt  -atntv-J.  a, el  t!ie  jiower  of  th-.-  iiofpe.is 
.h(.  11  o-d  uev..r  more  t.i  return!  "1"..  lie.'  !  ro- 
.puii^  tiiis  ii'  ld  w.ts  indeed  a  fa^il  Wat'Th.o; 
:md  no  otiier  b,«ttbiield;  we,idd  re-tore  to  tb.oir 
empire  its  lest  j.testig*'  and  gIor\ !  The  League 
of  :;:e  Si..;  S:at;jns,  which  ha  J  bacccsstuily 
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HK-t  ^epl!]^e■l  every  itiV;i.sioti  tlicir  ter- 
ritory, cl'-f'- aiiiiT  tlie  '{loweriul  expedttii 'iir^  uf 
CiKu-a[)::uii  iii  I'l!-').  of  I)f.--la  L.-'.r;ie  in  hjiU  — 
of  till:!  marquis  De  Nonville  ia  iG&7,  ms  (men- 
tio'ic.}  rn  •  h;..)!  jiii.il  I[ist;.>ry"  cf  N.  Y.)— and 
of  th',-  Cmnit  iJo  Frontenac  in  1795;  luvi  who 
had  diivir!.':-  t!ie  precveiiir, years  of  the  Revo- 
Jutiori  L'.'i  Ti  tiie  terror  of  ail  the  border  settle- 


tlirtt 
toe:. 


Mi  bulUvaus  aetiou  with  the.  Indians 
;ice  "at  ]Middletown."  and  then  gives 


the  (lisLuice  of  the  route  traversed  i>y  the  Ex- 
peditum  from  'J'injxa,  as  follows :  "12  miles  to 
Chemung,  o  to  Tdiddletown,  '.)  to  Xewtwwri,  IB 
to  Catl.arinetown ;"  it  will  be  reiiiemiie-red 
that  the  battle  occurred  at  Mtdd'et(j\vn,  which 
was  eitiiri.nted  to  be  nine  nuies  below  New- 
irient.-;  of  our  conntrv,  and  whilst  allied  v.dth  !  town,  and  it  is  vvell  known  that  C.itharine- 


thc  ni'ti>h  had  pre 
rier  t(;  our  nnlii 
waters  of  tise  I'li'  1:1 
away  to  rniti'.;!  • 
q\iiet  d-'.y  ;is  -uiiwiiv; 
inq  and  d}  in^-— tin 
the  Troqufus  had  rh; 
inyUi._->  of  th.ir  r.,' 
j)-.V'/   h  id  found 
ri<-'d  foreVi.'V  ! 

Nevertheless,  thi^ 
pOidant  if  net  in-loe- 
lunpii  "f  tip  Aiu.-i 
with  ()niy  :i,  <■■'  a;;)  tr, 
patriot 
litty  woun 
near  the  L 


il;d  an  invinciliie  bar-  town,  (wirrdi  \Yas  loc.ited  near  the  pies-ait  vd- 
ei'S--;  V'Mt  here,  b,v  the   lii^e  0:  Havana,)  is  only  18  trdles  from  Elniira. 

vvhi-  h  were  speeding  j  The  tidiest  and  most  positive  proof  as  to  the 
le  o'/e-an,  and  upon  this  i  precise  lee.iiity  of  this  l)attle  grcHuid  is  atfurd- 
teL-a'i  spleador  \v;is  fad-  j  ed  in  the  "Xarative"  of  riiaj(.ir  ]\[a\well,  vvhic;h 
power  ar.d  irraraieur  of  j  w  is  written  out  by  dictation  ot'  tiiat  p-rorninent 


1  and  bec',)me  lost  ni  tin 
e.  the  glory  of  their  em- 
a.re.i   toiidj — and  was  bu- 

ae.-^picious  vicfcniT,  so  im- 
'  in'.!i:-pensa!)!y  to  the  tri- 
ie:in  cause,  was  attained 


j  otnoer  cf  tb.e  expedition,  I'V  Geo.  rdilier  and 
I  Li -ut.  .Mhmsen  in  1818,  and"  will  be  tound  in- 
i  eluded  in  Vol.  VII,  (C(irn nuuicing  on  page  97) 
of  "Hi^rorieal  Collections  of  the  Essex  Iiisti- 
tute."  and  I  will  in  this  place  only  give  a 
brief  extvac' from  I^Iaxwell's  ^'Narative"  which 
his  rt;ere!u:e  to  Gen.  Sullivan's  Itattle  witii 


V  a;p  irativflv  small  L^ss  to 
y-only  six  wjre  killed,  and  al 
eil.  Our  fdlen  br.ives  were  br< 
trie  iriouiid. 


the  !  the  Indians,  thus: 


oi;t 
led 


e  cumi 


nce( 


anging 


"ITow  sh  ep  t  ec-  l'v;ive  who  sink  to  rest, 
TiyalltiH  ii' ei -unr  :  \  "s -wislies  InosT ! 
Svii'  u  stuau'^-.  Willi  itewy  rim;-'.a-s  c.)h'i, 
iCetufiiS  to  leclc  their  liallow'el  inold,'- 

Then  liotioi'  eoinr---,  a  pil'/rirn  eray 
Tu  i>e  >^  tiu- tui  1  Ion;  AO  ,      tlieir  clay ; 
.AnO  I-'r<.-'  ;i'UO  s'eol  ;.\s  iol-'  V(  pair 
To  d\\  ell  a  V.  eeiuii  j,'  oei  ledt  luero  ! 

IL  is  l-;nr'wn  tleit  Sir  Jolm  Johnson,  I'^.raVit, 
and  indi.-e-l  ail  tlio  ]o  .uuim'Ut  leaders  o:  the 
allied  L'ritish  a,nd  Indian^  in  die  lieKe  eonldcts, 
the  marve.lor.s  seeee--  u!  t!.^  Ib.-voiution,  were 
present  at  tin;  i.;atle  o(  th-.'  tinjmung,  eiicour- 
uguig  their  e>l lowers  in  peiiorniance  of  acts  of 
unparalel  h'li  biavei-y. 

'j  in;  i-attb-  of  the  Ci:einung  tot>k  place,  fas 
will  be  seen  in  ee.nsidtuig  tijc  v,u'ie.;is  Jo.'.r- 
Tials  ke|)t  i'V  ofiieers  of  tlie  cxpcvli  a...;,  and 
otiier  tlocunumlsj  some  tLirteen  <.)V  inu-ie.'n 
miles  from  d'ioga,  and  seven  vr  oiiid  mihs 
below  Einiira.  'Ihe  .lournal  alrea.dy  quoted, 
luentiuns  that  tlie  army  proceeded  from  tiic 
tncam[nuent  whieli  it  iiatl  made  on  tlie  even- 
ing 01  li7li)  AuLtusr.  aiLer  tlie  battle,  sonte 
"lour  mih--s  and  a  inu 
ous  count  ry,  and  an 
on  cast  side  oi  Ca)  a.: 
CayuuM.  branch,  -viiei 
running  ea>t  .;.nd  wa;sr."  and  cann 
of  counlrv  ienkj,rk;ibly  lev 


over  tne  sajne  gromid  as  the  year  before,  and 
p:rs,-^ed  ovt-r  oiuo  the  Susqutdianna  river,  wliero 
Col.  Wilkt  received  a  letter  from  Gen,  bulli- 
van,  requesting  bi.m  to  send  me  to  him,  then 
near  Valley  Eorge,  to'  guide  1dm  to  the  Six 
Nations  in  tiie  Genesee  country.  I  went  on. 
accordi:;gIy  and  joined  Geu.  S'.dlivan  ut  Tio- 
gue  Point.  We  started  with  the  intention  of 
g(dng  to  Queen  Cath;irine'sTowui  on  the  south 
end  of  Seneca  Lake.  AVe  went  up  the  She- 
mung  "Hi 
the  Ii 
a  br._ 
tl 


•■piece 

fttierv-,ards  " 
Jee».!s  to  Call 
tiwn  01  tne'  n 
riou;;  i'^-  a!i(i 


p'oCet.'le'i  alom 
larlne's  town ;" 
a  If'  '.i .  <  to- 


Che 

;un  1 


deUniir^-   toe  pes;  la 
In  iuiothef  iu  eoin.il 
may  be  hrarm  on 
"Culoaial  iii  lory  o 


U    (Jt  til 

of  thi^  i 


cf  V 
York," 


I,  ;  U'eam 
up'on  a 
.■el,"  and 
iitlh  \\  uicli 
OS  i.les{aa'p- 
o:    IJit;  va- 

vl  ',iV   p  l:-.S- 

!tv  in 
v;  <:ro"nai. 
ion.  vvhieli 
•\.  VLIL  of 
isKaled 


,er  to  a  place  called  Hog  Hack.  Here 
ns  ambuscaded  Gen.  S.,  luiving  felled 
uea>tv,iork  of  pine  tiudier  and  concealed 
m-elve;--'  About  ten  in  the  morning  tho 
."-i.x  Natii'!!S  attacked  ns.  We  had  a  severe 
iiglit.  ijut  beat,  the  India.ns  an-l  pm-sued  tliera 
tiiro!e.:ii  ,i  small  Indian  village  to  i.^^^^'en  Cathar- 
ine's Town,  and  fouuvl  tliat  ilesei  le<l  \>y  all  save 
one."  Here  v,"  th".s  have  explicit,  absolute, 
reel  umjUe.^riruMile  proof,  attorded  by  one  of 
ihe  coujuian ding  otiieer.s  of  the  expeOition,  in 
re-iieet  tv^  liic  battle  having  tadie-n  place  ut 
lb'';  r.aek;  aithou-h,  as  will  be  oliserved,  io 
iiireetly  cmllicts  with  statements  relative  to 
loealitv  of  t!ds  battle  grou.nd,  as  given  in  ;i 
nrmdier  of  Historical  wotks.  I  nnay  liere 
numtion  tlial  Maj,  .Maxwell  w.isb(nn  in  Lhaid- 
in  17-37  he  eu-> 
br'-fKh  and  la- 
■loie  party  whc» 
barb'or  and 


;h  a  nnnuitain-  i  ford,  Mass..  S  -pt.  lltii.  17 


'U  crossed  j  dians— he;  went  wdrli  tlie  b 


.  tln-o'. 

um^e-^t  continuous  delile  j  listed  iir  the  war  against  tl 
luanch,"  '  tii 
it  rori;s  witi 


•re  [  tlie  riitfVii  ship.,  in  I'-.'^t* 
■\v  tiie  tea  overboar.  1  -  and  w.is  engaged  in 
devoiutionary  war  from  tiuni  of  tiie  lirst 
mi.di  at  Concord  on  I'.Kh  Apu-d,  '75,  to  tlio 


ciost 


md  p 


.t  t. 


1.  Sullivan  s  ciiin; 
1  sf'iO  he  reiiioved 
r,,o.-d  to  ^v.me  , 
a  adersvaid  re>iib 


Mign  a:,ntinst  tho, 
to  state  of  Uldo, 
\tc;U,  in  \v,:r  of 
d  at  Peiioit,  and 


o;.'d  a.'eout  the  year  L^-iO.  It  is  nn.aitioued  ia 
.'d  S.  j  .'.pars  oi  Ibui.  I'hos.  aiaxwed,  that, 
"'Ihe  bi.ttle  of  Cht.-mun,,;  bet'.ve.m  Gen.  Suili- 
V  iU  and  tl:..  T  dian.7  vv;tj  fought  bomc  seven  or 
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<;ig-lit  miles  bvlo^  Llmira.  at  Hog  Back  Mil.  i  the  battle  between  H.iliivan  and  the  Iridiai^ 


Cv'i.  Iw.Kiwin  v.- ho  v.-;i.5  wouiuii'd  in  thv  ueiioti 


actiuiliv  occurred,  of  su'ch  men  as  Hon.  Thos. 


afterward  ••-tnn^c  :  nra  ^^ttlvd  ue;u  the  ku^  (j,^^,^^   Bennett,  and  Judtrc 

j:roiuH{       i  Lave  al^o  been  mlormci  by  Hon.  .^^         ^,  ,^tber  early  Pioneers  ot  the 

Oreen  Benneit.  vnDo  tucv  resides  m  this  cmn-  chemun-  valb'v,  cannot  fail'  to  l>e  conclusive, 
ty,  tnat  his  tutner.  L;  .inam  Bennett,  who  v/as  ;  j  i.,ve  been  thu^  explicit  as  to  the  prvcise  lo- 
an  ohic-er  in  luc  .A-.a^iieau  army  m  tii.-  i'evo-  j  calitv  of  the  battlediebl  of  Newtown,  because 
Intion,  arid  h  K-n  a:to-  the  close  of  w^ir  remoY-  j  x  ha^e  n-ardevl  it  to  be  the  pi<,vince  alike  of 
id  tioni  V.  arwiKK,  Oran-e  County,  N.  V,  to  i  the  Historian,  as  of  the  Jurist,  to  -ive  careful 
AVyonunpr,  bcMin. , -had  in  ITOi  removed  trom  j  ,,rid  exact  investiicati.-n  to  evnv  ^matter  re- 
Pc-nrisylvan.a  th.-  bMcmun^  Valley,  ruidlo- |  .-j^jij-ein-:  attention  and  research,  before  express- 
catcd  liis  tarni  tne  old  VicXttle  K''0'i'id  of  !  jj^rr  hj^^ 'conclu.-ions, 

<:;iiemmii;  ai  Hr.^'-  I'.ick.  wlsere  he  rinded  un-  i  jt  vs-as  npon'a  belintifnl  summer  mornin?, 
Ill  1  /Ul»-the  r:::-:;',i):-^  oi  the  fortihcation.s  up-  |  frai^rant  with  balm  and  bloom  of  ilower.s  that 
on  the  baUc^  h.-,  i_icui:r  at  this  period  ai.stinct- ,,,.,fted  wich  every  breeze,  that  I  had 
]y  visible  ..iv  larormant,  0)1  Green  Bemvtt.  j  p^,,p,|  ^j^^^^  the  picturesque. -romantic  shores 
was  a  chnd  at  the  time  bu;  tather  had  lived  at  ,  „f  the  (Jhemun-  nrcv  until  I  rca,-hed  theplace- 
the  pUic  '  wi  -r..  Gen.  Sullivan  tou-;ht  and  de-  !  ..-here  llie  memoriable  battle  of  Newtown  had 
feated  tiu'  Ihu  i^h  atul  I  naians.  This  action  was  ,  i^een  faii-ht,  and  mv  footsteps  wandered  over 
popularly  kr.'nva  as  f,',.-  -battle  of  Newtown,''  ;  t^,.  h.,Irrwhere  the  lide  of  Combat  once  rolled: 
l.ut  tlie  !:!oi::.a  wn,r  •  d  ocenir,;d  wa^  sitv^ted  !  j  i^.,,.^,  trod  many  batt-le-heUls  of  ancient  and 
about  s.:v.  a  T:id<  s  celov- the  viila-e  ol  ^^-^y- \  xaodern  {-.xmc/ out  as  I  dowlv  passed  over 
town;  ui  17j''  thr  Ben^w/tt  family  reiuoved  to  ,  this  <:ivnnel.  bv  the  rapid  waters  of  the  Che- 
Cathanne  s  \  -.IIpv.  1  have,  too,  received  ;  „i,5nfc,  soraethin^r  of  the  same  feelin-s  were  re- 
similar  !n;ornririon  in  respect  to  tb,o  battle  |  called  that  1  had  known  while  cJimbim?  the 
ground  of  Nc  wtowu  being  at  Ho.G.s  Back  liil!,  |  ,^^^.,.,,t  of  Lundv's  Lane,  near  tiio  majestic 
near  Glierauv.-  or  'j  loqa  river,  some  luib  s  be-  ,  Nia-ara-the  noble,  swiftlv  glidin-  river  upon 
low  i-:imn-a.  irum  several  of  the  early  re^'ients  ;  one  side,  and  the  steep  hill  upon  the  opposite 
this  re-;..!.,  who  were  chddren  cf  Itevelu- I  the  battle-KVv.und  of  either  of  these 

tiunavy  soldiers  vu-  i-ed  in  this  expclition ,  j  of  militarv  2lory,  both  at  Chemunf,^  ami' 

and  had  participated  va  the  battle  of  Ckemun.c:  .^f  Lundy'.-,  LanJ,p^-esented  nearly  the  saaieap- 
— as  tl-.ey  iv^-'ectively.  had  frequently  heard  ,  pearance.  Among  these  liills  which  stretch 
their  p.uents -j.er  to  the  battle  between  Sul- j  .-^,,.;,y  lia/.v  and  indistin'l  outline  upon  the 
livau  aiel  the  Indams.  and  the  locality  where  |  h-ft  or  nortti  hank  of  the  river,  ilutler's  creek 
>t  was  to  ;,dit.  In  a  letter  Irom  Hon.  Cliarles  1  t.^kes  its  rise,  and  tlowin_'  ihrnu-h  wild  ravine 
v.  Avery,  v.no  was  the  author  of  a  valuable  j  -^d  picturesque  vale,  urdtes  its  softly  glidin-j; 
work  r"ie.tiii-  to  the  hisbuy  ot  this  section  of  j  ^yaters  with  the  Ciiemun-  at  a  sliort  distance 
tne  State,  this  letter  1  eann.i,'  date,  "Idmt.  |  f,oni  t!ie  battle-held.  ^vh\^•J  the  -murmurin'^ 
Mie-hi'-an,  .Tune  li!th,  ISGo."  it  is  mentioned: 
"Your  fivor  of  the  7th  inst.,  is  at  hand  to- 
•day.  -     -    o    The  baffle  of  Newtown 

between  Biant  ar.d  Su]ii\-an  did  not  take  jdace 
at  FJmiia.  ;is  ci'roi;eonsly  stated  by  iSlr .  Stone 


waves  of  this  ma^^niiiicent  stre  im  breath  no 
tale  of  the  combat  whieli  there  had  transpired 
so  lonfr  nu'o,  upon  the  listening  air.  'J  h-i  fairic 
islanil  is  slum iu-Ting  amid  tlie  currents  of  ti,e 
river  as  softly  in  ifs  l^den  l>eiutv  as  uoon  tlie 
in  lif;  of  b.-.vat,  but  el  b-ast  7  or  8  miles  down  j  lono;  a;on'.:  summer  day  of  177'J.'  Ui^n  rb,...c 
the  rivtr.  near  a  Ivouse  where  a  Do'-'tor  Everett  I  observation  there  may  yet  be  traced  some 
lived,  and  perhaps  d  -'S  now,  near  Hog  lUck  niarksof  the  batt ie,— the  ri^i^g  belt  of  cround 
Kill  so  ca.'led.  C  ol.  1'iekering  called  the  in- I  gtrefchin-  throuuh  tiie  meeeiow  land  over 
(Hans  together  at  'J'iou'a  r'dnt.  ( Ath'^ns, )  and  Uvhich  the  tall,  luxuriant  grass  i^  now  growir.g, 
also  at  Newt^-.vn,  i •-■.i-.biekef  baviuL'  hoen  j  ,i|on-  the  line  where  tiie  fV.rtiee'ati-ais  had 
7)r-S'-nt  at  !>u;h  t  I  e-r^,  ;v>  j  hau  e  al wa}-s  un- |  o:ice' evtend-d  from  the  banks  uf  t!ie  river 
(h-r-tood,  and  ;l:e;e  iu  ^i  bdogiiig  h;:n^eif  inbj)  j  until  it  iiiteisected  with  the  rug-ed  hills  on 
Jv  tiee  us  ;in  (.)M;or,      -  I'v  the  ,  jt..^  v.-estern  si'Je.    A  Jarge  and  ancient  Cucum- 

way,  'Jdoi^.i.  tin-operly  Tah-hidio-g,ih,)  m.'ae.s  !  i,.^  iiee  is  >tii!  standing  up'i.ai  ilie  eastern  part 
th- poi:it  of  land  vdiere  the  sireams  come  to- |  of  the  lieM,  i t  h.ad  once  siedtefd  the  c..»m- 
■getiier—poetieidily.  '-the  meetin-  of  tb.e  v/a-  ib.itentswho  fauuht  beneat h  its  ;i m n!e  foli;iire; 
teis."     '-^    °  1   b  ive  \u-rn  over  most 

of  tb.e  ground  nn'aithjncd  by  you.  ^-  - 
^Nbrkc  luy  core.pliia' Ills  to  the  Hisf..  Soc.  of 


Jiuli'alo.   1  apple:  iate  and  ;oadaud  their  as  so- 


ami  the  remains  of  the  old  A[  ple  tree  are  yet 
here.  Near  tlie  spot  wlnae  il  nad  grown,  L'ol. 
Baldwin  had  fell  severely  v/ounded  in  th.-; 
battle  cf  Amrvi  r  I''),  177;*.  and  the  oichard 


•tiat'.d  !•■:'"'.  I  b.'.'  laenib-as  Joa)  \\-<t  s  -.e  i  •.vldch  ho  ';  id  set  eut  after  bis  reiOMval  here -is 
their  r-.       :  -d  ■  a.e.  but  it  v.  ill  t.-.k-.- Ue  lap -f  !        r.v...aini!:g  near  the  buttlc-t'rouml.  The 


■of  hut.  a  fe  .v  vt.  .us  bring  about  a  gu:'terul 
•and  rich  return ." 

The  views,  de/ived  fi-om  positi ve  knowledge, 
cipou  Ibis  point  lelatin^'  to  the  place  where 


ti<dd  vvrr.s  li'.o'ied  liv  a  rail  fence,  and  upon  ontj 
side  cattle  and  sheep  were  grazing: 
"  j'he  r-,it uat ion  ^eemsstil!  fornn'.l  for  fanii*, 
A  hundred  thousand  men  luii^ht  Ught  ai;ui.iE 
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Vs"  irh  t^:is'\  r>i:t  A",  iK're  I  ■^nu'rhr  fov  ['ion's  wall^-. 
The  quiet  .Nhe-  p  iceU.-,  and  the  tovtiose  crawis.'' 

I  will  return  to  the  nnrative  of  G-.m.  iSii'li- 
v.m's  expi^dit'on.  UjX'u  t'ue  tlav  !'iicc:::efliri<2: 
<he  h  ittU.' of  Nt'w-tDwa,  in  t\\\  aiMxVs.s  which 
CJcti.  SMi!i\';\M  i'isi;<;il  to  the  ;irT;iy,  ii\  p')nse- 
qiit'm:«  of  the  i!t";iect  of  tiie  ?.Tir<l  >>(  to 
t^upnly  th:i  expodis.li)!!  with  aiitqintf'  int-nn^;  of 
t'-nvisport  itioti,  military  st.Mes,  prox'isiotis  and 
tov;i.it',  li^'  -was  oMi.;!'d  to  proj.cst-,  in  ord.cr 
nto!  com[.iL'tc!y  tu  i  ccoinitli.-li  the  injportant 
ol  j'.-ct>  ot  ili'j  ciinpai.criK  tliat  t  he  troops  shov; hi 
Tvcct'pt  half  lalions,  icreriou'",  \a  this  address, 
t()  tht'  reasons  whiidi  dictati'd  such  a  i.'v-asurt.', 
■and  tiie  jiatriotimnu  h-.-roic aniiy  nnaiiitnou^ly 
<-xpr(j.ss<"d  their  c  nciiranct:;  with  this  proposi- 
ti!';). L'po;i  the-  '■>{-''.  oi' Auinist,  as  I'revioiisly 
riileved  to,  tho  {!n.i\'  ci>ni iiience.'  its  iii;irci). 
< h'o^sin-j;  til'-' ly^.-Ta  Itraneh  uherc  ic  Toi  aifd 
jr^nctioa  witii  Hooihivr  stirma  which  l!owcd 
fr(.;;j  tihe  v.-cf<t.  \'.-i;'-.-e  t'r.ev  dcsti  oyed  an  Iiidi.-iu 
vila^re,  Ne'^vto".'!; ,  ^tho  p'."f.--ent  city  o;'  Elmiia 
is  -it'iated  at  th's  j.hiCi:.!  tlie  '.\vn^y  tlien 
5.i;ii>  r-d  iN  marcii  liP.hl  vt-ac'dtii;  th'.-  •'Tou-n 
of  the  liidi-iii  (,;'iccTi,  Cathariiio  Mcntour," 
tvhcre  it  ;iiTiv<  'l  Scpt'-nrnt  r  1st.  Ttie  anny 
Vcached  J\:iriad,i,-;i' ,a,  i  n-. v.-  Gt":if  v,i.)  th.e 
Jndi-ui  Casth'  at  t'l  t  '-rot  S  -in-.-a]  iki\  udiich 
xvas  inunediiutolo  h':i  !i<'d,- od  t;  !:.  her  7th. — 
} II  the  pfii'j;iess  of  the  invasion  ti;i^  .-'raiv  ar- 
vivedi  at  <Jai'a!id  d_'H  i,  sitiiat-.'<l  np.ir  tht^  hdio 
hearing:  tin;  s;iu;r:  nai:-;e,  (in  h^eptend  cr  lOlh. 
and  destroyed  the  town.  tl;en  pi-oc'cd  to 
}'onoy'.  which  v.m.s  h'lrncd.  Gv-ti.  iSiiilivaii, 
>vitlioiit  nia;.ii\.r  -.vav  ]y.v.\^\  proceeded  to  the 
l-ic!i  Valley  of  th^'  (ri-tiescj  vivei',  wht'ie  the 
jirinoipd  capitol  .  f  th-.'  Senecis.  (i.-nc-Tf,  was 
io(/rttcd  in  a  !c;-ii!  r  ..don,  wlios--  orciiaid.s  aud 
.ficKis  of  w  ivin:;  2-r  ■'!) ,  not  less  th'Ui  i's  h.iin- 
•lefs  and  vihm-cs.  iiidi^Mt^-d  the  civili/ iti,,ii  of 
many  rciitiirii  s.  d'his  1  Lr-j:e  to'.vn  w.is  (l.'>t:r,y- 
i  \.     Up'^M  the  o;'  S';pter:i;>cr  the  jo-ny 

li  ivii'L;'  jiceornpli-hc  1  tiit>  csscuti.d  oijcrls  of 
the  "XiK'diiioi;,  r'cdvcd  or^iers  of  (d-n.  Saili- 
■  v  i!i,  to  r''-CMMiiiic:;cc  i'-;  riiircli  t'oi'  d  ioi;::i.  In 
<-c>nse'|ii''nr<.'  of  t  iic  i!:s'iificii'nt  s:;p[dy  of  sror^s. 
<v{'n.  Saliiv  in  l^.  i:),-  rt)iii;if'lled  to  return  witli- 
<>ut  ]-»ro'-tM-ditr,'  I'M  Nia.'ari.  and  in  rftr;ir; lar 
tiie  pUli  of  ti'.r  vici(M-i,);!-^  exif-'diti-m  th-^;!;-:i)y 
reached  th.v'  valley  of  Citharitic's  Creek  a!'o;it 
the  iM-th  of  S":ir<'ail'C!-,  and  owin^j:  to  tlie  en- 
tire lailure  ot  f.>';t:'-  f'lr  i;o•■s^■^  of  th;'  cavalry 
fore,  several  he  h'  d  liev.^cs  were  ohli'^'ed  to 
i.e  hillfd,  and  t:,  '  \  I  e;-;  whe'.e  this  w;is  doric 
h  IS  >ip.ec  retH!'-..-  !  liie  nunc  of  iior.-ehcads. 
Tiie  army  arrived  at  ori^rin  il  ie/.vous. 
jil  d'io.ra,  r.f.on  tin'  vvrdi  of  Sinttci her,  and 
I'm  '  re.;iin  arn>v,  rod'  r  C'lninvanti  of  (^ien.  Su!- 
]\viu,  v  eh  d  ^.V  ;^ce.l-rre  oa  tli-  Tth  rf 
0.:toh-'r,  havi';-  .  oia:- Meed  ih-  i'i^adi  .4' 
in  ireh  ujejn  t ii'-  <"<l-l  of  '-c  rr  .  .hi'y. 
177'.'.  and  williin  th'>  irit ■■[  .  r;:;;ej;  p''!  ii-i  of 
tAvo  niontlis  aivl  seven  d  i\  thi-^  avrav  i-  id 
ri'.rtedly  ((<'feat.'d  tl:'' .,d!e-.l  1 .1  itisii  and  iitdians 
\^it  aiu  liiuir  own  etiu enciunenti  at  Chciuun^, 


I  de-ssolated  the  country  of  the  hitherto  invin- 
i  cihU}  Iroqiioi-;,  and  burned  over  ff>rty  of  their 
'  vil]a'4»-^-,'ea\  inc:  la  t  a  wreck  (  f  tlieir  once  piOU'l 
j  doipjiiii.    Nevc-rtheh?ss,  lor  tlit-  rce.son  that 
I  Gen.  Sullivan,  in  ids  adilre-^s  to  tlie  arrny,  Ijad 
!  refere'l  in  ja:-t  tenns  of  (vnsnre  to  the  action 
I  of  the  Board  of  V^ar  in  wdthliohlitir:  sui»p!ics 
I  from  tiie  expe.]iti()n.  tins  qallant  Gcneial  wag 
I  perniitted  to  retire  from  the  su.'ivice.  althouLrii 
I  t!u' sn':::\!dous.->tatesinan.  and  inliexahlfc  patriot^ 
;  ElhridLce  Ccjrey.    made  an  effort  in  Cuncvess 
;  to  have  (ien.  Sallivan  retained  in  command,  it 
I  was  inetl'cetuad.    Gen.  ^>uHivan  afterwards  wa.s 
elected  to  Compress,  and  held  vari(~>ns  import- 
ant positions  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  Id-  decease  occmred  on  the  2'od  of  Jan- 
uary. 17h'). 

.  It  is  nu-ntioned  in  tiie  'elaborate  ^'Tlistory 
of  {lie  Imiian  Trihes,  hy  JI.  11.  Schoolcraft, 
fpac;e  P.IO,  vol.  VI,)  in.refcrenrc to  the  Ijattleof 
,  '  diemnm;-.    "This  battle  iijcided  the  results  of 
!  the    campai.ern  ;   and,  ps  aboriginal  history 
j  pre>ves.  it  ePfectually  destroyed  the  Iroquois 
coniedt-rrcy."    Tlov.ever,  dnrinc'  the  ensuin,::^ 
year  hap.d.s  of  Tndiatr  w;irriors  continued  fre- 
quently to  make  incursions  uno;i  our  frontier 
s'/ttleixoMits.    In  nllr.sion  t'3  the-'-'  massacrees 
wlrich  sti'l  with  their  lecit  il  thiill  our  veins 
with  horror,  J.  lb  '-^inims,  Esq.,  the  talented 
aufhe.r  of  an  interestitvir  work,   "History  of 
j  S(  hobarie  Cf. un^v,  etc.,"  in  a  C'.immuiiication 
I  d  ded  'Tort  Flain.  X.  Y.,  April  28th,  ISfiO," 
i  thus  writes  !ue:    "'llie  expedicif)n  of  Sullivan 
{  which  b'J.d.  (b'solate  t!:e  Inuiiin  settlements  of 
j  Woteru  X.  Y.,  was  rolled  hack  the  next  sea-- 
i  son.  bv  the  Ii^idians  an<l  Toiies  ia  lire  and 
j  blood,  Oil  the  Pioneer  v^diite'  setllcments  of  the 
I  Secioh  uie  andi  -ibdunvk  v.illeys,  durir.y  which 
i  s-'ason  r.rat'.t  nrule  for  Idmself  such  a  reputa- 
i  tion.  tliat  bis  very  name  carried  terror  to  the 
\  firtsidi;'  of  every  exjiosed  settler."    Bat,  this 
'  i,np>o!  t  int  episode  in  the  historv  of  the  val- 
'  Ic}',  the  e.xpedition  of  Gen.  Sullivan,  has  al- 
i  ready  huv^  claimed  our  atteutiuu — and  I  will 
now  dismiss  the  subject. 

CHAPTEU  V. 


J :>'>,!'!.  I  (  '  '    I'llrl    CcUi'tl — 77a'  CnCHtd  f.ididl)  id- 

['■■r  Uj  ,;ufft.  The  rurlf!  clt.iti'nd  of  O'.n:- 
C'K  l\--i!ilidrpn<'i:!i  of  fluiif!:.-intua  ;  the  Late 

^JLiii.  />.  i-S'.  J I 'Kijii.     F'r-lii  ai.jia's  of  the  re- 
^if'ii,  bfiiij  !"■  :;•  li^ad  v\!kr::      Hi''  Si':-q!:elianjia — 
Wa<'ii,:;::-'-i'  .s   i'o.iY    in  ]~i^'■^~'Cvoperdou•>l-'J. 
Ft'fini.'io.-t:  Co'V'.-r,  etc.,  etc. 
Farther  alon.;  this  jiict  ires(]uc  valley,  or 
ratlier  iivadi  e-rnt  valley  of  the  Susquehanna, 
the  fauioiis  Indian  town,  ()-:hyuaa:a,  (orOuago, 
I  •  '..  Vv'.::  '."H-. )  is  situated  lit  a  vomaiuic  valo. 
j  -.)!;i    !o.!i  i'-.    mii  's  (  'oiii  :\."  rres' lit  town  of 
I  bill  Ji.i.i!.(-a.    A  laivdea  bad  otahlishcd 
j  at  (  e.^'liyna;.;a,  at  Liie  instanec  v-f  Br'tst.  Kdward.s, 
I  ioidt  w,;s  j>!  '.cc-d  u'^.h-r  deir^-e  of  ib^v.  Gideon 
riawdey,  early  asl7o4.  'i  bis  ;iiicient  vil!a;:re h.td 
1  been  the  capi';^!  of  a  powerful  Indian  ni\tion 
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c'liring  the  lapse  of  nn  imuicrnoriil  ','f!riod, 
f.ri(l  hud  ).f^id  an  iuip^^-rlaiit  po.-ition  in  tiie 
rar'y  wars  of  the  Frt-nch  and  Encilish,  nu- 
m^^n/iis  expeditions  beins;  fitt'jd  and  sent  out 
iipon  their  ho^'tile  errands  from  th\^  Castie.  It 
hu\  also  foriiied,  (Isiring  sevoral  prcceedintc 
cvnturies,  a  lestinp^  phire  in  the  t'.xcursions  jiiid 
jo'.irDcys  of  the  bix  Nations  to  the  Indian 
tribes  inhabiting  the  banks  of  the  Dehwvare. 
knd  other  portions  of  the  Southern  coinitry; 
while  it  became  the  headquarters  of  Ikant  in 
ti;c  fearful  be  rder  Avars  ot  1777,  '78  and  '79, 
^Yhere  this  chief  had  organizetl  the  bands  of 
ludinn  warriors  which  desohited  tiie  frontier 
ttlements— this  renowned  Indian  castle,  in- 
deed, iiad  hehl  an  important  and  prominent 
j  lace  during  all  our  C'jionir'.l  and  Revolution- 
ary History.  Windsor  was  settled  by  a  party 
oJ  cn]ii;rai:t.s  f.oin  Coi.nocticut  in  3785.  In 
17'?0  a  setUeuifnt  was  cornnu-nced  at  Owcgo, 
by  James  M''M;i.'t>rr,  "Win.  McMasier,  Amos 
}J>:-a["M  .from  Wy^nnin^r,  ar.d  by  otlicr  c^idgran ts 
Ir.'ta  .Massachu -■jtt.-v  ;'.ad  Connecticut.  Isear  tiic 
village  of  Owego,  in  a  picturesque  and  rural 
spot  upon  tiiL-  banUs  of  Owego  Creek,  Glen 
IhiTV  wag  sitiinted  — this  pleasant  residence  had 
been  the  horn.;  of  tiic  distin'^aiished  and  la- 
iiiented  Poet.  N.  P.  \\  illis,  at  t!ie  time  Ids 
b<*autiful  "Pural  letters"  were  written,  and' 
tiie  romantic  scenery  of  this  erjtlvinting  re- 
gion I)ad  furnished  reqni^ite  inspiration  for 
his  geidus.  his  r:i.re  and  exquisite  descriptive 
powers; — while  I  write,  tlie  meiancholy  iuteili- 
gcncc  coraes  that  the  immortal  I't.rt  h;)s  pas- 
sed to  his  quiet  rest,  but  at'0^'c  In.'^  grai-e 
f  piing  w  ill  s  ;atcr  its  f^d,rt^<tand  r.io.^t  fragrant 
liowcrs,  and  sutiuncr  bii'ds  there  will  t-ing  their 
j.vveet'  st  m^  l  'di'- s  — forever,  with  their  balm 
arid  their  inusi'.'  lulliiig  tiie  dv-atli-sluuibers  of 
<<nr  country's  dt;ep!y  mourned,  gilte^l  ;>inger. 
Tioga  county  was  taken  fiom  Mciiit^omery, 
and  org.iui/,ed  as  a  sejiarate  comity,  Feb.  IG, 
17U1;  or  r.ithf.r,  by  tlic  ('rganio  act,  it  w;is 
c-onstituted  a  h  i! f-^hire  county,  and  the  courts 
were  held  alleriKitcly  at  Newtown  Point, 
(now  I^'mira.)  aiid  at  Clienang.).  {i\om'  Ping- 
liamton-)  in  IbOii,  the  half-shire  was  discon- 
tiiuied  upon  or,.:a!ii/ ird;>ii  of  Broome  county; 
in  1812,  the  county  >'.'at  was  romove<}  from 
Klivdi-a  to  Speticcr  vili. in  18l!2.  l  y  art  of 
the  Legislature,  tlic  halt-shire  was  re-estaldish- 
i."d.  and  the  c<ir.rts  weie  held  res[>ect!\  t'!y  at 
J'dmira  and  Ovvec:o;  and.  upon  eirction  of 
Ciienumro  county,  in  183G  from  limits  o^  Tio- 
ga, 1  Imira  luxMnie  t!ic  county  se:it  of  <  :he- 
inuug  coiir^t V  and  Osvego  was  de.^iguated  as 
the  county  s-Mt  •>(  'I'ioga. 

Pimrhauiion,  wideh  is  located  in  one  of  the 
liche>t  and  n.-  i  deli-.ditfe.l  sections  of  the 
Su--qiit  liann.'.  \'ailc'v.  stiil  firtb.er  ti.v.ard  tiie 
KOiiic'^  (m'  tlu'  shvarn  whicli  gi\cs  tiie 

tiibcteof  i"':ui(\  :;;id  ver:;ure  to  tiic  roiimntic 
chores  thi.t  I'ordrr  its  nol.le  watei  was  set- 
tled it  an  early  date;  its  Pjiiuecr,  Cajit.  Jos- 
c-ph  Leonard,  having  moved,  with  his  laiuily, 


up  the  Sus-j,\]ehanna  in  a  canoe  from  Wyom- 
ing, ai>d  settled  iicre  in  1787.  Col.  Wm.  Ur,>,e. 
an<i.  otiicr  emigrants,  mostly  from  New  Eng- 
land, also  made  settlement  at  this  place  ubnnt 
the  same  period.  The  village  is  pleasantly  ]c>- 
cate<l  \ipon  the  north  sVlt  of  tlie  Susquehannu. 
at  its  junction  v»'ith  the  Ciie!ian<j:o  river — and 
the  })]ace  was  at  iirst  designated  by  name  of 
Chenango  Point.  The  Pvcv.  'Sir.  Howe,  of  the 
Baptist  persuasion,  had  conducted  in  1788  the 
earliest  religious  exercises  within  this  town. 
L'roome  county  wae  organized  in  1806,  and 
Binghainton  became  the  county  seat — the  Iirst 
court  in  the  new  county  was  held  in  May,180r, 
John  Patterson  being  tiic  first  Judge.  P.ing- 
hamton  v,dll  derive  its  principal  distinction, 
however,  in  tlie  records  of  history,  as  having 
been  the  liome  of  the  late  Hon.  D.  S.  Dick- 
inson, v,ho  had  earned  a  brilliant,  not  lesK 
tiian  vvell  merited  pre-eminence  as  a  learned 
and  astute  lawyer,  a  wise  and  patriotic  slates- 
man.  He  was  (leputed  to  represent  the  State  of 
Nev,-  York  in  the  U.  S.  Seiiate--at  the  auspi- 
cious tinse  when  its  councils  were  ruled  by  the 
master-mind  of  Dallas  who  had  won  enduring 
fame  as  one  of  the  ablest  among  the  distin- 
fruished  public  men  in  tlie  better  days  of  the 
Kepublic — and  at  the  memorable  period  v/hcn 
tliis  august  body  was  comported  of  the  most 
eminent  slate^men  and  brilliant  orators  of  our 
land,  whose  matcliless  eloquence  had  so  often 
achieved  enduring  triumph  in  this  proud  fo- 
rum of  dcb;itc.  Witinn  the  American  Senate 
at  this  time,  I  may  only  rec;dl  the  honored 
names  of  tiie  illustrious  1'homas  H.  I'enton. 
who  had  occupieil  for  a  longer  period  of  years 
than  any  other  public  man  of  our  nation  a 
I)lace  in  this  august  forum,  and  had  heie  es- 
tablished pre-emiiit-Tit  birne  not  only  as  the 
Frifi-'it)?  Stn::Uic  in  the  lecdslative  council<i  of 
the  lo'ii'-diltc,  but  also  as  the  ablest  and  wi-L>t 
statosiuan  of  our  land— y.nd  in  regard  tO  him. 
1  mpy  wo'l  adopt  tiie  seiitimont  of  the  gro.it 
drama  in  the  words  of  Mark  Antony  applitd 
to  Brutus: 
"  TT'u's-  u:a.s  the  nohhwt  Rnmrtn  of  them  oU  \ 
ITis  lite  was  pentle  ;  and  t  he  elements 
So  mixed  in  liirn,  that  nature  mi^dit  stand  up. 
And  say  to  all  the  world— 'r/<w  iras  a  man'  " 

togetlier  with  the  enrineut  n:imesof  the  im- 
perious Webster,  of  the  astute  CailDun,  of  the 
eloqu'-nt  Clay,  of  the  learatrl  IVnioi.  of  the 

I  hdM. l  ions  Cas^,  of  the  acvonipli.-io  •!  \Voi"ihuiy, 

j  and  of  the  brilliant  and  sctiol-isfic  Clayton. 

j  whom  I  toiw  can  name  only  to  d'^pleTe  ;  and 
here  at  this  epe)ch,  min'-rling  in  the  dcb;i.tc« 

I  and  councils  of  tlio  S  'Mate.  were  th- n  t!ie  alb: 
and  eminent  Senator  fioia  Per  ii,-;,  !  v aroa. 
Hon.  Janu-s  lUichana.n,  ai:d  whe.iiel  ^ut<-'-:'."^r>\ 
oecU[ued  the  i!np(  irtanC  p^  •  .  r.  to. 

of  Se'crf'tary  of  vState,  and  "f  v'liut  .■u,ej;: rate 
of  the  Union,  pi <x'f.-dHej:  his  relii  .-m' nt  to  pri- 
vate life—and  also  tiie  Ib-p.  !e-ve'dv  J..hnson 
of  Maryland,  wdso  had  baiu'  held  db.<iT.rii;t;h<d 

jiank  among  the  accomplLshcd  Sialc&men  of 
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the  better  days  of  tht' Re  public,  and  B^iii  re- 
muiUL;,  i:.  t!;..-  ploiuiude  of  hie  power  and  fame 
vicliiu  ihe.  Senate,  while  he  id  acknowledged 
to  bo,  not  only  as  one  oi  t}ie  most  learned  and 
asiute  Jurists  of  our  country,  but  as  pre-emi- 
nentiy  the  ahiest,  most  eloquent  and  illnstri- 
ous  8tateyt6;in  now  holding  a  place  in  tb-s 
Vublic  Counc'Is-of  the  Nation.  Clay  and  Cal- 
houn, soon  after  leavi.'^c;  their  places  in  the 
HcMute.  rcpotk^d  within  their  honored  graves, 
covered  with  (lowers  b'orn  of  a  southern  sun, 
and  w  tkoned  to  bud  and  to  bloom  by  the 
balmy  airs  of  the  trophies — and  the  cre'at  or- 
ator and  Statesman  of  Ne\v-Et;gland.  Webster, 
"Broken  v/ith.  the  t  torms  of  State/'' 

had  too.  Boon  pa>,8ed  to  rc.'^t  in  the  lowly  tomb. 

]3icLin^,on,  I  believe,  b;id  firt-t  entt-re  1  I'm 
Senate  at  its  sebsion  ot  1844-45  ;  it  was  io.dfoi  | 
a  brilliant  epoch,  r-n^pI'-^Mdent  with  the  hvt^i  \ 
gloiit'S  of  the  Republic.  Great  in--asu)-es,  t});tt  j 
would  give  the  Ondurinrr  inipiers  to  the  poli;;y 
of  ouf  i^roverumeat  reuuirod  a''jiistnu_!it,  ;;riii 
iri  t'lclr  discu^'t^ion  be  evinced  the  i^iant  p,Tasp 
of  luidd,  ihc  masaivs"!  Ptrongth  of  3U(i;^!neiit, 
tliC'  gteat  a'-g-uuientati vc  power,  wtiieh  tiicn 
began  to  show  the  coIIosvaI  proportion  of  his 
intelicct,  and  gave  such  promise  at  ihe  c<nn- 
mencement  of  his  Senatorial  career,  primis 
oniiLibus,  of  it;j  effulgent  e-plcudor  ;  -dud,  in  the 
nobiC>t  qualities  that  go  to  form  the  judicious 
legislator,  or  in  the  e.Kprc.ssive  words  of  Cicero, 
the  -  bi'trjs  Sc7iatori.s prude nha",  Mr.  Dickin.-on 
was  indeed  entitled  to  rank  as  the  peer  or  the 
great  and  most  illustrious  stateemen  of  the  He- 
public. 

In  *ho  early  part  of  the  year  1860,  when  the 
Iv'uger  portion  of  our  public  m.e:i  treated  any 
danger  of  a  disruption  c!  the  harmon.ious  re- 
latioiiS  of  the  several  Ktaie.s  only  as  an  iUnsion 
of  the  Uincy,Ldr.  Dlckiufion  had  regarded  v,ith 
moat  painful  apprehenoion  the  unhappy  politi- 
cal cxu)dili'>n  of  our  cf-un  try ;  iind  wlien  t!'e:ison 
linn'ly  nought  to  aceu;up!;sh  it^  criiuiiud  de- 
signs Ih. rough  the  insirumentality  of  a.iaued 
force,  he  was  Ktdl  found,  as  he  had  been  of 
yoro,  devoting  every  energy  in  sustain  ince  of 
the  Constitution  and  tiie  Union,  always  re- 
membering that  vir/iianiia  acUrno  bbrraita  pre- 
iiumcst.  b'rom  the  persuinil  relarions  which 
the  v.  ritcr  of  thia  slieteh  had  bc-en  pri viN'ived 
t«  enjoy  foruvany  yi.ars  withlliui.  D.  S.  Dick- 
inson, i  can  tridy  say,  that  lu'  was  ahvajs  sin- 
cere and  earnest  in  "hiH  adherance  to  political 
principles,  not  lesy  tiaui  iiiih'V i hie  in  iiioir 
maintainance,  inr  Justfjs,  ct  Un^^x.  fri  po.n!,-:  and 
las  life  v,-a8  marked  i'V  pr.^oiUid  ar^d  uu'.vavcr- 
ing  patriotr^in.  a  rctitied  jinM  .'h^varcil  sense  of 
li!-.uur,  >:iT."  and  unsv.  erving  iiitogiiiy.  and 
•];>ui  vd.rh  ^^ eniiriad  by  the  ample 
gtotc-^  of  cxp'j:  iru.r : 

"  /v.  comTnuai-ini!  am!  a  form  imi.'.  d 
Y.'hero  every  i.J.><«  (li.l  vet  m  lo.-<>l  1; is  .seal 
To  iji.vc  the  'wori'l  H-aor  aiice  oi  a  man  ;"' 

r.ut  the  8u:nmx>DS  Cit  ne  to  cull  him  away,  at  a 


period,  indeed,  of  life  when  be  had  gfttliered 
the  anij-lest  public  bonors  ;  nor  jucdical  s-kill, 
1  OT  jihsiduity  of  friends  had  pov/er  to  reiiTe  or 
restore  him— iiad  no  lumber  any  pov.er  to  re- 
lume the  waneing  lire  of  life  whose  bnlliancy 
lingering  even  to  its  earti-J}  ch*-.  Another 
great  statesman  has  thuj  gone  down  tO'  the 
dust;  the  tomb  contains  all  that  is  left  f>f  him 
whose  name  had  bm')me  kn(»wn  throughout 
the  earth.     Well  may  wo  pause  ;  hi?,  whose- 
counsels  had  gidded  ks  so  loRa,  -svill  l:e  with 
US  no  more  forever.     In  tlie  onit-tne?^3  of  the- 
political  utmesphere  we  are  startled  by  the' 
death  note.-i,  which  at  iuiervala  are  sounded  as- 
from  the  trutnpet  of  the  Arciiangel  to  call  an 
e.^tire  people  to  mourning,  and  the  nation  ii* 
overshadowed  in  gloom  as  in  the  darkness  of 
the  Sun's  Kulipse.    d'he  luminary  which  had 
shed  its  benimi  light  in  the  noon-day  heavens, 
while  a  still  brigliter  etTulgence   had  crowned 
ity  calm  setting  with  a  mild  and  isweet  fare- 
well-—a!  loT/ing  a  brief  yet.  beautiful  repose  ere 
the  coming  of  the  eterrial  night  — Itas  passer! 
from  our  iiorison,  but  leaving  Us  lingering  radi- 
ance to  shovT  that  it  has  not  quenehcl  its  orb, 
but  shines  in  th.e  iirmament  f'jrever  !    He  be- 
longs to  the  -fmmorta!  galaxy--Thompkins. 
VVright,  Kckinson— -now    conij>lete  ;  which 
takes  its  place  amid  the  lof*^ier  constellations, 
ante  aliag  hjr^es  (fstrcrrum.  and  giving  its  light 
ufito  the  heavens!    He  indeed  is  gone;  Imt 
Ills  name  will  live  when  the  millions  which 
moved  around  him  are  forgotten.    The  old 
Kepnhlicsare  in  rains  ;  tlie  grass  now  growB- 
amid  tlie  Areopagus  and  in  the  Forum,  but 
tiie  names  of  Demosthenes  and  Cicero  survive,, 
though  the  place's  r^'here  they  rest  is  now  un- 
known— anrl,  tliat  frame,  also,  v.diieh  has  been 
repeated  arcjund  e-rery  iiearth»tone  of  the  neio 
;  Repialdic,  too,  shall  emiure  when  perchance 
I  the  Ivepublic  itself  has  been  swept  avray,  and 
'  the  men  of  future  tiuies  come  arid  search  in 
I  vain  for  tlie  i.dks  ot  our  glory  and  of  our 
2:ran!b.'ur.    Ilis  lionored  name,  at  lease,  cher- 
ished by  the  i e:<^:''r>ibnince  of  personal  kind- 
ness, the  r''co]leetion  of  long  years  of  uninter- 
rupted'friendship,  will  not  l>e  forp^tten  by 
him  who  pays  ti'ifs  humble  and  imperfect  tri- 
bute to  his  iliustyioiis  memory. 

It  is  ind''*,<?  hnmiliatini:.  -when  we  recall  to 
mind  tln>  el  \  al-e.i  .-ind  eminent  pc^sitlori  which 
had  been  st^  brilliantly  iireuired,  and  so  long 
and  amplv  s!;,-.t  lia.-rl  l-y  the  American  Senate, 
and  toudiicli.  in  tlie  pahijicst  (fays  of  its  re- 
mnvn.  New  York  bail  then  deputed  such  very 
able  and  pre-eminetit  --tMtesjiirii  as  I'ufus  fvin.e-, 
"^'anBiu'cn,  ^\'ri/!it.  rdarcy,  l)!eki^i^on  ;  arid 
ttien  to  give,  at  this  t'me.  (I^'eO.  iSi;7.)  a 
m>>ment's  r.aieetioii  e,,.,,,i  the  very  c.>;nmon- 
pl.ieeolsar'.cter  of  t!d-,  d-dih-r  it  ive  body,  as  it 
is  DOW  con -litnted.  \,  lu''!i  p.irti.  nlarly 

marks  the  present  S-n.atori.al  de!.-eation  from 
tlie  State  of  Isew  Ye,]  ';,  ;n)d  al<o  t!;e  represen- 
tation, with  few  tnveeplioTi.-,  p'l  the  ]iop\d.-tr 
brauch  of  the  An.iericau  Congte.-rs.  Atrain 
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cro-^s  the  ro-timda^  atulf^nte?-  the  Senate  Clianj-  j 
Ler-  -'tis  at  the  ineniorabic  session  of  l&49-'00,  ] 
hut  a  shwt  time  prcvioiis  to  the  expiration  oi  i 
Mr.  DiekiHRoii's  Senp.torial  terjn  ;  the  emiiicnt  | 
ViC't  Presickiit  rules  the  stormy  debates  of  this  | 
Amphictyonic  Council  of  the  Keputjiic— the  i 
•shades  of  miL'hty  S.iMtesmen  glide  along  the  j 
ttiicije.stic  aisilrs.  and  the  eloquent  voices  of  the  j 
jvast  echo  andd  tlie  corridors  and  colonadesot  j 
the    Senate  CharaW- ;  in   its  pro-ad  forum, 
'wiicre   now    weixj  aKsemhled  the  iilustviou.s 
t^tatt'smen  who  so  liad  shaped  the  destinies  of 
the  Ih.^pidjlic,  taeetiiip:  liere  for  th-e  last  time 
\m  flirth — the  senior  Senator  of  X-ew  York  elo- 
quently urged  tlie  adoption  of  the  series  of 
aneasures,  to  which  tiie  entire  couutry  then 
^vere  looking  as  the  only  relief  for  I'oiitical  and 
FCctional  dis(juietudes,  earnestly  nopmg  that 
with  their  i^uccess  vvould  dav/n  a  more  efful- 
gent Tuorn.  afairev  scasou  in  tiie  piogvoss  of 
our  Eepublie  : 

"The  wirAtor  of  our  discontent 
Made  gloiious  .v..-,iarnv_r  by  this  suu  of  York" 

AVith  the  clo^^c  of  this  Congress,  Mr.  l)ick- 
inson,  with  otl;er  distinguished  statesmen 
who  were  among  his  coui peers  in  the  Sen- 
ate, bade  final  adieu  to  this  theatre  of  lofty 
t'-iumph.  Ijut  since  the  days  of  the  Conscript 
Fathers  none  more  nnol'trusively  great  have 
■sat  witijin  the  Council  Halls  of  the  Ih-public. 
•Once  more,  after  the  i-ipse  of  seventeen  years, 
for  1  monii^nt,  v>-e  enter  the  vestil)ale.  and  pass 
ah:)ncr  t  his  i  m  |  lo.dii'r  aisle  of  the  Senate  Cljan)  ber, 
i»ut  the  .M;is  er-S',itesmen  ot  the  Kepubiic  who 
/')nce  guided  its  Le.ixishiti ve  Councils  liave 
T>us-ed  jLWiiy  fore\  er,  ihe  voices  whicli  harl  so 
lou:x  -rijaruied  the  listening  Se-nate  are  hnshed 
an.i  sljll,  and  the  luii  ivaled  glory  A\  !iich  lin- 
gered around  this  august  f(,>ruin,  ar.d  clustered 
amid  tlie  graceful  arclies,  and  lofty  g<dleries 
of  the  Senate  Chaiuher,  too,  has  vanit'iied  lihe 
rrosjiero's  dre.im.  But,  the  ruurnrur  ot  this 
nohle  liver  intoru|-)ts  our  m using— aiul  1  must 
Vid  t'lreuell  to  tliis  c!i!s..ir -loir.Kl  wiiich  had  so 
long  been  tlie  iuKue  of  the  St.t,tesrnan  of  the 
Su-tiuehar.na. 

'l"u;  mujestic  Susquehanna,  which  in  its 
loveliness  and  gr.imieur  is  gliding  by.  whis- 
pers enchanting  tale<;  of  tlie  romaiitic,  f.ictur- 
e-'|oc  s.'-  nery  will*. ii  continues  to  bonier  its 
niurniurin'4  waters,  and  v.-|ii.;li  surrounds  the 
)in)nnt:i!n  f.prinijs  \vh"s<'  crystal  huintains  first 
give  siiape  to  the  tiibut.iry  streams  of  tliis 
Jiiagiiilii  '-nt  vive;---at;d.  iiiPied  i>y  it.-  music,  1 
too  ;iin  hired  by  its  beniity  to  ascend  stili  fur- 
ttier  ;'.i'>ng  the  !e>vel}',  fairy  i-hoves  oi  the  Sus- 
,1  niitd  I  shall  re.'.ch  its  souvce,— 
this  re'_;io!)  cluster  the  rich  hi-lorie  a",- 
is  of  t!ie  ptst— ;ind  ariMiU.!  tu'r  s}  i\.in 

■e    ft, :■!■;•!!]  W.lliMS  h  rli    tiie  !.e;.";ti;nl 
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ters  of  the  Susquehanna,  I  have  passed  the 
boundaries  «f  Bro(«ioe,  and  €nter  the  limits  of 
Chenango  County.  This  County  includes  elev- 
en of  tlie  "Twenty  Towns"  which  the  Indian«<, 
in  a  Treaty  held  at  Fort  Schuyler  in  1783 
with  Gov.  George  Clinton,  had  ceeded  to  the 
Stale,  and  which  was  known  as  "Ciinton's  Pur- 
chase." Settlements  had  been  made  upon  the 
Susquehanna  river,  within  the  present  towjia 
of  Afton  and  I'ainbriiig^,  in  17S6,  and  ITSti, 
by  emigrants  from  Vermont  anrl  Connecticut. 
A  Mr.  S.  Keichum  had  made  the  pioneer  set- 
tlement of  Greene  in  1712,  and  in  the  same 
year  a  party  of  French  refugees  also  located 
within  this  town,  and  made  purchase  of  a 
tract  amounting  to  16,000  acres  lying  upon 
Chenango  nver.  'J  he  distinguished  diplomist, 
Talleyrand,  visited  his  countrymen  at  this 
phice  in  1794,  but  owing  to  some  defect  in  the 
title  of  lands  purchased  by  this  early  French 
colony,  the  settlement  was  abandoned  in  the 
yciir  of  1796.  Aniong  other  early  settlers  in 
Gre^jne,  and  who  remained  permanently  in 
this  section,  were  Rev.  Nathan  Kellogg,  who 
about  1795,  organized  the  earli(,st  clmrch  (Bap- 
tist,) within  this  county,  and  continued  as  its 
pastor  for  a  period  of  30  years;  and,  a  ^'Ir. 
Li.  Loomis,  C.  lliil,  D.  Tremain,  re-settled  iu 
East  Greene  in  1793.  The  Hon.  Geo.  A.  S'. 
Crooker,  who  in  former  years  has  held  the 
foremost  rank  among  the  most  eloquent,  per- 
suasive orators,  the  most  brilliant  and  success- 
tul  lawyers  in  Western  New  York — and  long 
occupied  a  distinguisiied  position,  and  in  the 
Constitutional  Convention  of  1846 — had  pas- 
fed  his  boyhood  days  in  this  picturesque  re- 
gion; and,  in  re-v.siting  his  early  h(,>mc  in  the 
year  ISoO,  had  written  one  of  Ids  most  beau- 
tiful pocu.s  in  wirsich  he  rv-calls  the  cherished 
associations  which  clustered  aixamd  the  ro- 
mmtic  hills  of  "worshiped  Greene;" — in  this 
excjuisite  ]H)em,  occms  the  sweet  and  plaintive 
alluaion  to  the  loved  one  of  life's  young  hours, 
and  which  in  pathos  and  beauty  of  sentiment 
has  teen  rarely  e.xcelled: 

"Affections'  youn:^  flower. 
Tbat  budded  to  blossom  in  beauty  roid  i.ricU'. 
lias  wa.vted  ils  hv/eetness,  and  withered  and 

iler  snirit  in  droanis  to  ray  pillow  liath  eonie— 
j, Wlieii  far  in  tiie  wiid-wbods,  to  beclcon  me 
j"  home."" 

I  T  mr\y  be  allowed  to  add  in  tins  place  that  the 
I  life  or  personal  career  of  the  talent^^d  poet 
!  v  hose  felicitious  imngery  has  been  enibo<iied 
1  in  nrany  [):rssage^  similar  to  tiie  one  above 
'quoted,  in  t  he  dramctic  and  impassioned  series 
j  of  ronnuices  cuunected  witli  it--as  tiie  writer 
!  of  tliis  >ketc)i  has  liad  opportunity  to  be  a  v.- a  re 
\  —  v.utd!i  foiru  a  story  of  ^lr  wilder,  and  more 
i  intense  i'iterest  than  th'2  pett  of  the  Novciist 
j  h,\s  c\ er  i)e<;n  permitted  to  l.'C'Td.  But  the 
;  cele.-tiul  Ure  tiiai  had  byrned  so  e  vily.  ;'nd  so 
I  bri:  iitly,  is  now  urowin'^^  dim-- its.  iisrlit  and 
!  wainUi]  no«  waning;  th^^  .'.ere  and  inildc-vV 
'  av^;  uow  fast  gathering  over  the  cloqjcnt  chord.H 
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ot"  his  harp  whicli  soon,  will  »! umber  in  siiencc  t 
forever.    Amid  the  shaJo.vs  whicli  lii\;j:i'r  over 
hi;*  bc;uiti!ul  melodies,  a  i..')r  Ariel  o\tn  hovers, 
lo  scatter  with  noisless  wing  bri^iit  rays  of 
li'^ht — and  luaid  the  notes  of  s.uhioss,  the 
]'.;rd  ot  I'avadi.^e  ever  returns  to  warltie  its  na- 
tive sirains,  aud  to  bring  fresh  Ihnvers  from 
Klysiau  groves  of  imraortal   fratrrance   and  { 
liCAuty.    When  once  vvitrun  the  maze..s  of  his  ' 
poetry,  you  then  seera  to  be  wanderino;  in 
sonie  fairy  kind -  of  sunny  proves,  and  bright 
btreanis,  %vhere  the  moonlight  f.dls  in  gorgeous 
showers,  where  music  ever  i;uuinurs  its  soft  j 
jnelodies,  and  the  fragrant  breath  of  summer 
/lowers  laden  the  balmy  Zepliyrs — -yet.  v.dth 
this  beauty  tinged  by  the  in^danclioly  liuts 
of  twilight.    Indeed,  in   his  numbers  can  be 
traced  t'ne  noblest  (jualitie^  of  the  Dirnie  AH\ 
a  fancy  brilliant  and  glowing,  which  like  the 
.'tauiight  illuminates  every  object  its  rays  may 
touch,  and  tvanf^torms  it  into  some  image  of 
beauty — and 

"r>c>th  sutler  a  sea  chang'3 
Into  sonieLbing-  ricli  and  strange." 
But,  there  is  another,  and  more  lasting  charm 
that  holds  you  spell-bound; — it  is  the  sympe- 
thetic,  wondrons  povverof  awaknhig  with  ia- 
tensest  enrotiou  tlie   feelings  which  lie  en- 
shrined in  the  inmost  recesses  of  the  bosom, 
with  the  melancholy  strains  of  sadness,  as  the 
poet  wanders  back  to  revel  in  the  lair  dream- 
latid  of  days  that  come  no  more,  murmurs  in^ 
mournful  svvectness  along  the  chords  of  his""; 
harp — wiiich  indeed  seem   like  snatches  of 
liome  divine  melody,  chanted  upon  J^eraph's 
Jvre,  and  which  but  breathes  response  to  the 
iow,  deep  nmlertune  ever  thrilling  t'.-.c  human 
heart.    -1  niiglit   well  liope  tb.at  the  many 
beautiful  i)oems  wi  iffen  by  Mr.  Cro.)ker  should 
be  caretuliy  gathered,  and"  published  in  a  style 
troramensnrate  with  their  worth;   and  thus, 
when  his  h^np  becomes  forever  siletit.  and 
jierehance  the    work    of  more  o^entatioas 
pi.ets  are  forgotten  and  lost,  posterity  may 
turn  with  a-hniration    and   delight,   to  his 
soothing,  heart-Udt   melodies.    It  has  been 
remarked,  that  there  is  not  a  stream  in  the 
land  beyond  the  ocean  but  whose  praises  have 
\)eea  Fung — and  who,  indeevl,  has  not  lieard 
The  voice  tliat  murmurs  from  the  .\rno,  from 
Avor,  from  Ayre,  trom  L>nnui's  lake  and  the 
river  t^o — and  the  romantic  stream  gliding  in 
beauty  and  u»usi<;  amid  these'  <!r,ict  hills  and 
vrtles  of  (Jrot-ne,  had  hrst  kindled  by  their  p'"»- 
ctic  associations.!  be  imaginatiou,  an«l  ins]>ired 
tutf  mufe  oi  tiie  giftrd  p."ct.  wiio  in  affer  years 
bid  so  eloip.iently  d^'scribed  tln-ir  hn-elim-ss  In 
the  T:  'vviiiL  reauibiMS  (;f  song.    1  lia\-e  thus 
i\w,-'  i.>i./:h.  m>  -n  tb.e  ivrti  r,s  of  one 

«)l  t:  I >! at'  i s  ijf.' 1  [''.I  :s  ni'  our 

huni.  'ia^  lust  p^'cm  lo  which  I  renu  uibcr  of 
liijtcning,  r<.eid  to  nie  in  days  of  eailyciidd- 
bood,  had  1^-v-n  v.'rilten  l>y  the  p  »et  to  v,h(nn  I 
Lave  above  r-'tmcvl;  and  afterward .  my  ear- 
liest poeticnl  reading,  whi'.li  ineludcc  '-CiiiMc 


Harold,"  had  been  pnrsued  within  his  Library 
— then  litUe  dreaming  that  I  should  ever  re- 
call the  historical  reminisd'OKes  of  the  beau- 
tiful region  where  his  childhood  and  boyhood 
years  bad  been  passed. 

Chenango  County  was  organiy.ed  in  177S — 
and  included  towns  which  were  taken  from 
Herkimer  and  Tioga.  The  new  County  was 
at  first  formed  with  half-shires,  the  Courts  be- 
ing held  at  Hamilton,  (now  within  .Madison 
Courkty  wliich  had  lieen  erected  in  Ib'OG,)  and  at 
O.\.ford.  In  accordance  with  Legislative  Act 
of  2i[arch  li.  1S07,  Norwich  was  designated  as 
the  County  ISeat  of  Chenango,  and  the  Conrt- 
House.  a  wooden  structure,  was  built  in  1800, 
in  whicli  the  Courts  held  their  sessions  nntil 
about  Ibl'.T,  when  a  new  Court-House,  con- 
structed of  brick,  was  erected  here.  Among 
the  early  County  oflicers,  I  may  name  Isaac 
i'oote.  lirst  Judge,  J.  Enos  and  J.  Leland,  asso- 
ciate Judges,  and  \Vm.  'J'racy,  Sheritf--who 
lield  their  respective  offices  from  the  time  of 
organi/  ition  of  the  County  during  several  sub- 
sequent years. 

Within  Chenango  County,  at  various  places, 
had  foimerly  existed  tiie  interesting,  mysteri- 
ous monuments  reared  by  that  vast,  and  pow- 
erful empire  that  once  held  dominion  of  our 
soil.    Iri  the  town  of  Oxford,  situated,  npon 
the  banks  of  the  Chenango  Liver,  there  had 
been  an  ancient  enclosure,  which  occupied  a 
stnall  eminence.    The  shore  descended  from 
this  elevation  precipitiously  to  the  stream, 
\vhilst  upon  the  hill,  an  euibankment,  some 
four  feet  in  height,  with  a  trench  njjon  the 
outside  of  the  elevated  moutul,  extended  in 
a  semi-circular  form,  and  enclosing  in  the  for- 
tiheation  a.bo!:t  three-fourths  of  an  acre  of 
ground.    A  pine  tree,  ap[)arently  of  three  or 
four  hund.red  years  in  growth,  stood  w;  on  this 
i  ancient  woric.    The  Indians  had  a  tradition 
j  that  this  fort  had  been  occupied  by  their  an- 
!  ccst(vs  reaching  back  to  tht.^  seventh  genera- 
!  tiou — but  rehitive  to  the  origin  of  the  lurtifi- 
j  cation,  they  were  entirely  unacquainted.  1'hc 
j  remains  of  an  oM  Tortilication,  w  hich  at  the 
j  time  of  the  early  French  &  Indian  wars,  was 
known  as  "the  castle,"  are   located  in  the 
town  of  Norwich.    These  earthworks  had  been 
exaiiiined.  many  years  .-ince.  by  De\V!tt  Cdin- 
ton.    Within  the  town  ofiJieene,  some  two 
[  Hules  from  the  village,  and  situated  near  tbe 
i  Chenango  Liver,  there  had  formerly  existed 
I  a  Uionn  I  of  ti)e  nsost  interesting  character. — 
This 'I'umila  had  an  elevation  of  some  six 
feet  iiml  diameter  of  aboiit  forty  feet  ;  !.;n<l  up- 
on e\ea,vatioa  being  me.dc  in  l'6-'.K   a  niunber 
of  human  skeletons  wtue  first  disclosed,  and 
beie.-ath  this  layer,   were  found  a  deposit  of 
huiui'.n  bones  wiru-h   had  bet'U   burne<i  —  pre- 
b.  .1- ie.g  oidy  the  chared  (/stele.gieal  remains, 
uiel  in  this  respect  ^liuwlng  the  same  charac- 
teristic feature  which  mariis  liie  rrejund-pi'ri- 
od  of  the  Missisxir-pi  Yailey.    in  this  nnniud 
al!!0  tTcrc<ii»covcred  gcvoi«,l  intcieatiiig,  aud 
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r .:e  rciic?  of  .irt  ;  a:r.!/n.'^:  tiv,M!i  u  t-ilvor  i^nice- j  who  were  all  eminent  and  active  patriots  iu 
Iri,  a  j;  ';\te  of  liiiLTi.  cut  or  f.i.Thioiicii  iu  ornu-  '  tlit  Hevoluti(ni;iry  PtrujrL;^!^',  retnriieil  and  made 
m^e-.-iii  t.,h:;o-,  st-jne  clii-t-ls,  bcMle  several  j  h,  peiiiiiinonr  scttleint'Mt  at  Il!vr[>crsfield.  'i'hc* 
Lu:.  rr-i  a(  i..)v.-ti*- t'ls,  i;c. ,  >kc.  Iti  the  year  j  County  ol  Dyhiware  euiljv.'ce.s  apart  of  tho 
c"  liil,  thcT':;  ]i[\d  btr;n  t'ound  in  Norwich,  a  j  oiigiiia.]  ITai denbur.tr  Patent,  wliicli  had  been 
i.rvr:v  ep.tire  siiv-^.irii'.-n      l:!'liciii-i<uttery  ;  this  i  granted  in  1708.  and   which  l)ad  been  princi- 

V  "^A  vt-.-iei  S"!nelii(r"i.:  ia  the  .-li;i['e  of  a  j^r.  |  pall}' surveyed  in  the  year  17-1'.',  by  I'l.  Wuos- 
\.:'h  its  per  [".ji  tii.n  in  an  oval  (>r  rounded  1  ter.  In  17'''S,  J<>hn  Harper  and  liis  a^^hociates, 
I -.r:ri.  iir.d  V,  itL  a  grov'j  mi'-d(!fd  iri  the  vessel  |  bought  of  the  Indians,  at  '••Johnt^on  Hall." 
lic-ir  its  up].t;r  ririi,  arid  liuldin'^',  in  capacity,  j  Mout.uoniery  County,  n.  tract  of  acres. 
vjiiiO  thrcj  quarts,  'ihis  relic  h;id  l^ecn.  tig- i  Tlie  lavi^er  p  )rti(j!i  (}f  this  County,  or  the  njo--t 
urr  i  an.l  il-jscriU-d  in  the  "New  Wn  k  31edical  I  part  of  tiie  lands  it  contained,  was  settled  u])- 
and  Pi!:(u^oi)hical  Register"  lor  1.^12.  I  have  j  on  leases  ;  which  is  an  incongruous  element  m 
thr..^  been  able  t->  n  otice  only  ajt-io  of  tiie  an-  |  our  Republican  .system,  as  it  is,  iu  fact,  an 
cieiit  works,  and  arthstic  remains,  which  the  |  unhappy  relic  of  the  medieval  ages.  Thisieu- 
^Ioufi(i-buil<.h-r.s  L.id  left  in  this  County — and  |  dal  system,  too,  liad  produc«.-d  a  eonflici  a  few 

V  Li.h  w.  idd  .'^iiosv  in  idler  tinu^s  some  record  j  years  s^ince  within  the  borders  of  Delaware 
cf  iL  dv  pC'Wcr  and  their  great nes.-^.  j  County,   and  several  other  [)ortions   of  our 

jii  pui.-i.ing  our  way  still  farther  along  the  i  iState,  which  may  l»e  compired  to  the  wars  of 
F'.:<.i.:e!iinna  Valley,   lean  dchiy  only  for  a   the  old  I'arons,  who  gaiht.-iifig  their  forces 
."-rjuM  time  in  recalling  some  incidents  connect-   within  their  moated  strongholds,  their  castles 
<-d  witii  t'ae  history  ot  Delaware  County,  which   with  battlement  and  turret,  fought  to  main- 
lirre  borders  upon  the  southern  side  of  the   tain  the  dominion'  over  all  their  broad  lands, 
river.    'ri)e  fir>L  town  in  the  County  that  1  |  In  the  years  1844  and  184')  many  of  the  citi- 
rc  tch  in  a-ceiiding  the  busquehanna,  which  !  zens  of  Delaware  CoutUy,  whenever  the  civil 
v.as  o'-gau i/.ed  in  1^01  under  the  name  of  Sid-  I  officers  undertook  to  levy  for  rent,  also  assein- 
•iu'W  had  bc-en  exph.ued  at  the  early  period  of  |  bled  in  large  numbers,  orgiud;':ed  into  arm-.-d 
£772  l>y  r.ev.  ^Vm.  Johnston,  who  came  and  |  bands  a-ad  acting  under  command  ofanelect- 
s-v'it'.ed  wi.h  hi-  fimily  upon  the  present  site  |  ed  chief,  and  who  in  uame  i^c,  a.^sumed  t!ie 
v»:^^idney  Plains  in  "the  ensuing  year— thus  j  character  of  the  Indian-Sachem,  for  the  pur- 
commenciug  tiie  first  settlement  made  in  the  I  pose  otresisting  the  enforcement  of  these  writs. 
Si.:>.ju-haniia  \'alley  within  the  limits  of  the  i  'rhi<  contest  with  alternate  siiccess  and  defeat, 
^  State  of  New  York.    It  was  at,  this  place,  j  c  -ntinued  for  some  months,  between  the  civil 
*  williin  a  brief  period  before  the  commence- -  officers  and  the  organi/>ed  p-irties  that  boldly 
!:ient  of  the  war  oi' the  Eevolution.   that  Gen- j  resisted  the  execution  of  the  writs,  denying 
Herkimer  held  H!i  interview  with  Thayendan- |  the  i'.uthority  antl  defying  the  power  of  tlie 
eg'M,  ^the  MoiMwk  Chief  Brant.  I         '  Sheriff ;  in  the  course  of  this  conflict.  De]>u- 

Tiic  rei;..'.i;;s  .-i  an  Indian  Fortitication,  now   ty  Sherdf  Steele  wiis  killed  in  the  town  of  An- 
kri.'wn  as  '"  ne  r  o:  t-Groundd,"  wldch  includ- j  des  ;  and  the  excitement  that  reigned  so  iu- 
ed  some  three  acres,  and  was  surrounded  by  a  j  tensely  and'  suinemcly  in  Delaware  County, 
low  p  irapef  of  earth,  and  a  valum  or  ditch,  j  also  largely  pervaded  other  sections  of  the 
are  hr.  at  d  i:i  this  town,  ne;ir  the  place  where  j  Srate.  and  excited  an  important  influence- at 
the  hist  settlcu'.  M.t  liy  ci^-iliz.'d  man  had  been  |  that  time  in  slmping  the  political  history  of 
rn  \  le  svithin  the  Suv  iDehanna  Valley.    A  set-  !  New  York-    Delaware  ('-<aintv,  was  formed, 
llement  v.a,-,  la  lA'^  :it'l larpersheld.  now  includ-  |  March  10th,  ]7')7.  from  Ulster  and  Otsego. — 
ed  in  Delaware  County,  in  1771,  l-y  Col.  John  j  Delhi  is  tlie  County  Seat.    The  firsjL  Courl- 
iiarper.    Tlie  settlement  here  was  dcstrcve<}  !  House  was  built  about  the  year  17fS.  which 
in  April.  17S0,  by  a  party  of  Tories  and  Indians;  i  w:is  ailerward  destroyed  by  tire,  and  another 
and  durin-j:  tiiis  raid,  Ca[)t.  Alexander  Harper,  t  Court-Honse  was  erected  in  1820;  the  lirst 
and  sever.d  Miher   pi^ciecr  settlers  who  were  i  ^'ounty  ohicers  were  .1.  H.  Pretc.  first  Judge, 
with  him  jt  tlie  time.  v.ere  captured  and  car-  i  P.  Lamb.  (1.  Nortli,  and  W.  Horton,  Ju.lg«s. 
lied  to  Niau'ara  — while  three  of  ids  associates  !  At  the  ea.rly  perifxl  when  a  portion  of  the  ter- 
were  masacreed  ;>t  onc<'  by  the  Indians,    At  i  ritory  now  included  in  tins  Cuunry  -was  at- 
Ni  i::ar,»,  <  'apt.  i  I  ujier  met  with  SMm<.>  \elati  ves  |  tached  to  Ulster,  tiie  Slata  Con.  v<M\lion  of  New 
tvh'>  had  beea  t;ii<e!v  pii.-otiers  in  177S  at  Cher-  i  York  held  it;s  session  within  the  lindfs  of  the 
ry  Valley  ;  and  all  leuudn-d  iu  captivity  un-  i  taamlv  as  then  existing— the  Ctmvention  .Meet- 
td  the  tiiiuni'h   of  tlu^  Ameri<'an  cause,'  au^l  |  ing  at  Ivi nirstiui— -and  !>.' re  m  1775,  framed  fht; 
re-^turalieu  --l  |>ea(  e  iu  17s:;.  i Oeeted   their  re-  ;  <'aii;'  >!  St art^  Constitution  of  New    York,  and 
lease,  a;e!        vwd   t!:-  ;a  to   Verura,  alter  i\n^  :  v.a.a  h  <  -atiMM  .1  in  :or<     wiCi  a<!,ili;..u  of  -^ev- 
long  and  p:Mi;i  a      i p,  -ii,^ ......  e,  .- 1  aii.  aul .  acu  J     vani  i  l-'l^.     4  his  Cou-^tira- 

'Jhe  ea:]>  ,-,..tl'.  -eMii.  ar  11  ai  ae; i;.  dd ,  liiiwesaM',  i  tU)U  emi)raceil  wise  and  cHuapreliens!  va.'  inova- 
had  been  ab.iU(l'-ae  1  ei-usi-(|uent  to  the  hos-  j  pbs  of  Constitutional  Law,  but  it  a-Med  no 
tile  rai.is  in  Cic  '  ■  a ,ivi ■  warlar-'  li}e  ih.'Volu-  i  new  .eature  to  our  politi.  al  .system,  and^  gave 
tion.  Iul7Sl.C..l.  Ji/hn  Harper,  witli  ids  i /uMiew  right  to  the  citi/cns,  but  it  eonstitated 
t<jur*  ^Villlaai,  .Hv.c  vndcr,  and  J  asepU  Harper,  '  fimply  a  rc-aLuriuatioa  of  the  Iib<irtief5  cnjovvtJ 
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prior  to  th^  American  }{t.'vuini:i<jn,  and  wiiich 
tia<l  I'^eviouKly  het  ii  u.-.>i.*i  I'.-i  in  the  "Grfjat 
ChHittT,"  {ilifpia  Chtiriyt.)  of  Vl\b — in  the 
^'Conjn  iiiiif-'o  (J/iui  lanim"  <it  l'2'.*7  —  in  t!ic"Statui; 
of 'J  reasn[js"  of'  ]C-'>0  — in  the  "retiticiri  of 
)li!.'l)t"  oi'  1027- in  tlu-  '•//'•\'/.s-  C,'-,,,:.^  Act"  <,{ 
Ihl'J-iu  the  "liill  of  I;U'!it>"'  of  i  ijlfO— of  tl-'j 
■"Uociy  o-i"  Lii'ertii-b"  of  10  t\  —  in  the  "Articles 
•cii  CoiilVd^Tntiiin  of  the  niiit  cx>loniesof  Xew- 
Eti.trland"  of  Uj43— and  fi;:-t!!v,  in  the  "Dec- 
liiration  of  I ndt  penil-jrice"  of  ITTO.  This  place, 
Kiiiii -ton,  l.e-ii^'  the  l.'.uiit(!i  of  the  Ir^.tate  at 
the  t»;.io  when  Sir  li.jnry  riiuti>n  accjnireil 
])osse.siion  of  the  parts  in  tiie  Hudson  Hi.^h- 
Jands.  it  was  marked  l^y  the  British  General 
for  desiriiction  ;  and  accorvlincrly  a  squadron 
of  TiL-'ht  f'i'-^at'.  s.  C'Mit:ii!i!n'^'  some  3,(iU0  inen, 
Was  '.Mied  n[)on  (hi  -  Kxpedition,  and  ef- 
fcctiii  ■  a  landmt:  at  Kini^'.^iun  Point  on  the 
];5(h  of  i)'-tolK  V.  1777,  vh-'  trooj^s  proceeded  ;it 
onre  to  ivin:,'^t<'Ti,  then  contanun:^  ueaiiy  four 
th(ai<aiid  in h  d  i tan ' s,  and  wantonly  retinced 
the  vi!!.i-t.  to  lishcs.  This,  and  other  raids  of 
i^iinihir  r  haract  -r  liiarle  in  I'lstcr  County,  fully 
nunisc  1  its  citiZ'Mis  in  ot  half  of  the  cause  of 
Ind'.'pendi-nce.  >Iany  instruetins:  episodes  in 
the  Cdonial  and  iievnlutionary  iiistory  of  this 
r'-irion,  wljieh  uor<lerini;  upon  the  noble  Sus- 
•  pieli  inna  stretche.'- aw>iy  i.ntil  it  heootjies  lost 
in  tiu!  a/aire  haze  of  the  ciist.in  t  Catskill  moun- 
tains, iue  elahoratxdy  tr:u  <rd  in  the  f^everal 
Volumes  (»f  '-(.'ollee-tions  of  the  Ulster  Histori- 
cal ^^ociety."  iukI  in  t-tiier  historieal  works. 

J  have  thus  ^iven  nn  outline  of  sonie  of  the 
nioie  in)port,int  events  which  Inid  w^curred  in 
n^iion  bnrdeiiiis:  upon  tb.e  east  bank  of 
t»)0  Sn.--.|".i(  hrtuna,  and  v.  hieh  in  fact,  as  the 
l>. M-d- r-wai  fave  of  Ihe  lU-volntie.n  extended 
tlir>ei;.;'i.M:it  all  il'e  v.;.(intry  whose  annals  I  have 
•'K  si.v.it.  (i  lo  r(.-i.i)i<l.  is  insey.vrably  interwoven 
with  tb.i>,  c.ulv  history  ot  the  ('heniij;:;^  Valley. 
'J  lu'se  events,  whirli  li  id,  been  enu<  ted  either 
in  tbv  r^'.ii.in  Iviii.--  e'^<t  of  ln^  Su.iiiieii  tmia 
river  aiet  stretciiiai;  a.v:'.y  tou.iois  me  waters 
of  the  il 'j'lsoti,  or  anjonir  the  tiilU  and  vaUeys 
that  hordfT  the  west  dank  of  the  Susqnehat>- 
wlio-e'  tUfiUini;  epiv.iilt-s  I  now  proceed  to 
uarr.ite.  tmrlh'-r  uitii  tlie  stoiy  of  th  •  (Wju-- 
<!itio!i  who-;e  conniierin^:  pdh  led  throir^di  tiiC 
'("!ieui'5!i:_:  nod  S>-ri''(  a  hike  valleys  iii  J77'J,  all 
bfb)!!'^  to  a  ^in'j:'ie  J-t  eor:r,ecte<i  with  the 
jrreat  />r-.';;Ki  of  the  lI-'-vol  r.iion  ii  y  f-tri:^irle - 
■u!nl  cannot   be  ^•^•lMl•;lted ,•  ov  rather,  a  sin;j:Ie 
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boundary — Lad  held  an  irnport^mt  place  in  our 
Kc-vol\it!onarv  lii^tory.    Several  families  had 
loeatetl  in  tliis  towTi  prior  to  the  lo-vo!ution, 
these  pioneer  t^ettleraents  then  fortnini;  the 
fartherest  ady;:nces  in  the  westward  progress 
of  civdi'/.ition.    Among-  the  most  c!ierished 
i  and  hailovred  recollections  of  the  writer  of 
i  this  sketch  are   those,  which  wandevini?  back 
j  to  the  fairy  realm  of  cidldhood's  reininiscen- 
I  ces,  clin?  around  the  name  of  Un  I'lilla— and 
j  are  associated  with  the  border  leL^ends  of  Ot- 
:  se.i^o.    I\Iost  indelil>ly  impressed  in  tneinorv, 
i  the  writer  0(tetj  recalls  to  mind  tho.se  pleasant 
j  evenit?gs  in  his  earliest  childhood  when  he 
j  would  sit  by  the  blazing  fiio-.>ide.  and  listen 
i  to  the  wonderous  stones  which  his  grandpa- 
I  rent,  who  hiid  been  among  the  early  settlers 
j  of  Unatiilla.  related  of  the  hardy  adventures, 
i  and  the  daring  at  liievements  which  character- 
j  ized  the  lirst  Pettlemeiit,   particnlarly  during 
I  period  of  tlic  border  warfsre  with  tb.e  Indians, 
!  in  the  region  of  Otsego;  and  t'.io  breathless 
j  interest  to  which  T  had  then,  between  the  age 
I  of  three  and  six  years,  listened  to  those  stir- 
I  ring  legends  of  the  past,  has  ever  held  its  in- 
j  fiuence,  fresh  and  glowing,  and  retained  its 
!  impression,  upon  the  deepest  and  most  sacred 
1  tablets  of  my  memoiy.    Tins  has  In-w.,  inrleed, 
j  one  of  the  stronge.>t  inelinatb^n^  winch  pre- 
vailed in  inducing  uie  to  wa:i.!<;r  over  tliis 
!  memorable  ground  for  the  purpose  of  retracing 
1  its  scenes  of  historic  interest.    The  narrator  of 
I  these  tales  of  the  border,  ^Ir.  Willanl  Cheney, 
j  had  been  actively  engaged  in  the  early  French  , 
I  and  Indian  wars,  as  also  in  Ih'.*  Kevointion, 
I  and  he  was  conversant  witii    tfie  incidents 
I  vvhicb  still  throw  ;in  absorbing  interest  around 
j  the  early  history  of  Tryoti  county. 
I     I  had  learned  from  tlie  reminiscences  thus 
i  related  to  nn;  in  early  days  of  childltood,  that 
;  Un.idilla  had  been  first  settled  ;ibont  tlie  pe- 
;  riod  of  the  last  French  and  Indian  war,  or 
'  suoii  atf'  r  its  close,  by  cmigiants  f;oia  Salem, 
,  (now  witiiin  the  limits  of  W.i^hin'^'ton  coun- 
i  ty);  some  time  afterwards  (ren.   Martin,  Mr. 
I  lieacb..  &o  ,  made  settlement  at  ibiis  place,  ^ilr. 
;  8.  Crookcr,  (father  of  He-n.  Ceo.  A.  8.  Crook- 
I  er,  previously  referred  to  in  this  sketch)  some 
I  years  subse4\ieiit  to  tlie  Kevolntiimary  war 
j  lemovcdi  to  tliis  town,  and  built  the  liist  grist 
I  mill  here,  and  in  connection  with  the  mill 
constructed  a  d^vm  across  the  Sn-quehanna 
river,  which  tansing  much  it;<.'nnvetueiue  to 
the  settl-Ts  re^idire.r  in  the  valley  above,  they 
rallied  in  ec^nsi- ierale  excitenn-nt  and  forcibly 
removed  the  d mi .    It  wa<  a'.^o  r.dateii,  among 
I  ni:iny  other  incidents  tobl  in  .'e-^i'    t  to  f.ioneer 
i  history  ot    th'^  retrion   ot'  s.he  ."^ n squehanna, 
,  that  the  carlie-^t  tv-  ttb-r  in  Otsi  -o  county, 
, -'on   atun-  be   bid  >eie  t  .1   bis  boma  in  tb.e 
!  '.vii.l.,'rn.>s,  ;ue;   li.s  1  >;:-;!:■  J'lSt   bi;;,.!i  to  elear 
i  !(AV;iv  the  pi  iniitivc  iin-r^t   and   to  fe:i(  h  the 
viri.',m  soil  to  yield  its  fruits,  and  having  f;ii!ed 
lo  store  bu(!i.;ient  p.A)visions  for  the  winter 
wiiicii  pro'j  ed  to  b<e  of  uausuul  inclemency. 


2^ 


ftnd  a  g;o;it  dc*pth  of  ^uow  bad  filled  and  cor.i-  \ 
plutcly  ol'.stiticted  the  path  t  >  the  nenicst  Sfrt-  j 
tlemtiits  on  the  M>;h  v,vk  t  vcr,  fi  liri'^'cruMj:.  j 
do;ith  l;y  st:irviitioii  sc'cined  iiniiv<ji>i;ib!e,  wheo  1 
a  frieruily  Iiulian  who  hivl  traversed  the  waistes 
of  rtu;',v  by  ir.cans  of  snow-sli  .cs,  piovitieji-  I 
tialiy  raine  to  the  b.ou^e  of  the  siiritTirig  pion-  i 
eer,  and  \ipoii  le<'.ndi\c<  liis  painful  situation,  | 
at  once  went  to  tlf(>  s-jtcleineiit  ou  tlie  Mo- 
liawk  and  obtain-d  pr()\ ioion>,  which,  carry- I 
inp:  upon  hi-;  shoul.i  jrs.  lie  returned  across  ttie  i 
drifted  i;no\vs  to  the  ah'jdt   of  t'ue  tatnislnnjj;  ' 
settler,  and  in  this  niaiiner  re})eated!y  supplied 
throuL'hout  the  long  and  dreary  winter  the 
family  of  the  Pionet-r  wi':u  provisions — ftud 
thu.s  this  untutored  ctdld  of  nature. 

"Ull^^llOwn  to  fortune  and  to  fame," 

by  these  act>;  of  nohl^and  c^enerou.s  frierid-l.i p. 
and  I  may  truly  add,  of  C^tri^'i-tu  \\enjl<i\K  ^v,;s 
itibtruniental  in  pre.^/ryiivj;  the  lives;  o;  the 
oirdest  iti habitants  ia  Ot-ej^o  County.  Tiie 
T,d!(j  le/;'.  ijtis,  v.iiieh  I'.td  tliri'ded  iny  ner\e> 
with  their  recital.  (.•in!!ie<  te<l  with  the  terrible 
Indian  raids  at  Cheriy  Valley  and  other  ex- 
piised  scttlenients  of  the  h.irder,  whieh  were 
ins!ii7ate  1  and  led  hv  I'.rant,  I  reriieriiber  vve 
vere  also  told  hi  tlie  days  of  "l(;rvg  hc^o," 
>vit!  in  that  liitle,  w(,od-cuIored.  and  vine-em- 
bowereil  cotta'^'o,  v.diich  stood  near  the  vater.s 
of  the  dark  and  ghiuuiy  Cojiewniioro,  and  tou"iy 
childish  fancy  the.-^e  border-scenes  coinprised 
about  all  the  history  of  the  wurld.  Jn  return- 
inp:  to  irather  reiinirisc.-n>'';s  of  Otse.uo.  1  fee! 
fconiethiriL''  of  the  ph  a.^uie  which  thrills  the 
wanderer's  bosom  as  his  eye  ;  ,;ain  meets  the 
lon^  lost,  hut  once  famili  ir  aim  deeply  loved 
Fcenes  of  hi-  riiildhoi>d  'i  lie  piincipa!  narator 
of  (i)e.~e  stirin;;  events,  %vho  thus  taught  my 
eailiest  l'-.-.<(;ns  in  history.  Mr.  Williard  Che- 
ney, was  Nvell  aequainled"  with  Gen.  ilerl;inier 
.and  wifh  (."rr'.i.  ^>rhu}  Icr,  and  snoke  ot  both  of 
tiiesc  (>lliv.f;-s  in  tenns  ot  wani!c.-,t  conriuenda- 
lion  and  piaisf.  'J'his  early  re.-ident  amid  the 
wilds  of  Ot.se-o,  Mr.  Vriliiard  Cheney,  re- 
moved to  Chauiauqua  C(;Uiity  in  1810,  wheie 
he  a-isi.sted  in  fortiiir.g  tht-  phm-eer  .set th.  :;ient 
in  the  town  umoiip:  w'l.jbc  wild vvooiis  he  li  id 
selected  liis  home  in  th.e  evcn;n^  of  life-  hi.s 
drc.  a.-e  occurririi;  i;l  l'^l^;and  I  may  add. 
that  he  traced  tiie  hi-toryof  his  a nce.it ry  in 
this  ccjuntry  back  to  the  landinL;  of  tlie  J[:iy- 
Hou\'r.  ,M;iny  t'pisodes  in  hi-,  (u-isuna!  histcuy, 
thoujd)  of  >  !:r;tn,i:e  intrr -.-t  lib  f  Ifrins^l  \  es,  but 
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New  York.    'J  he  histi»riau  of  the  awi venturcii 

ot  De  Loto  relates,  tliat  as  the  Sp.uush  con- 
queror was  confitvciiijg  an  e.xpeditioa  into  this 
interior  of  Aui^rrit-a,  far  north  of  the  Ploridiis, 
they  had  reached  a  place,  in  the  Eei;;'hhor- 
hood  of  a  bt^vTic.dvd  Lake,  and  this  ioeality 
posessed  a  very  cold  climate.  'J'his  was  called 
by  the  natives  ."r^a-juechama,  winch  lias  been 
supposed  to  have  same  meaning:,  or  ap5>iy  to 
sosne  plac*  aa  the  busquehaijna,  (hb  these- 
words,  spoken  in  the  Indian  dialect,  frould 
sound  very  nearly  alike) — find  that,  DeSoto, 
about  the  year  looO.  h;id  actual]  j  explored  the 
region  of  the  b-usqueiianna.  Thk  sugge.sdou, 
however,  rests  upon  mucfi  too  uncertain  foun- 
d.itioQ.  is  much  too  vague,  to  be  admitted  us- 
an  historical  fact, 

lu  the  year  1701,  the  Unadiilrs  river  (or  as 
it  was  then  (:■  >i:rnated,  'rienadeiha.)  was  visi- 
ted by  C'apt.  J.  Biurkerand  Mr.  1.).  fcchuyler, . 
while  thestj  gentlemen  were  pursuing  a  jour- 
ney to  '•Oaor,.l,f.;a"  lor  the  purpose  of  arrang- 
iiig,  in  behalf  of  the  Commi.ssioner*  at  A-lba- 
ny,  an  impoitant  negutiatiou  with  tlm  five- 
Nations  ;  and  the  aceuunt  of  their  visit  tO'the 
region  of  the  Unadilla,  isgivetJ  their  "Jour- 
nal," and  is  include<i.  in  pages  83'.).  S90,  vol. 
IVth,  "Colonial  History  of  New.  York."  I 
find  no  other  authentic  records  relating  to  the- 
region  of  the  Unadida  for  a  long  j-x^nod  subse- 
quently. }n  Octoiter,  17b8,  at  ;>  I'reaty  held 
with  the  Six  Nations,  at  Fort  lStay>wix,  a  tract 
of  100 ,000  acres  of  land,  lying  between  the- 
Unadilla  riyer  and  Otsego  Lake  was  i  urchased-. 
of  the  Indi-'T'S.  This  purchase  wibs  elletted  by 
Coi.  Geo.  Cr(>c:;;n,  and  for  the  e>Jensive  tract 
of  laud  he  obtained  a  Patent  in  the  succeeding 
year  1709,  \vdien  he  also  secured  in  addition 
18,000  acres  situated  ia  Cherry  Valley.  Col. 
Crogan  \vas  a  native  of  Irehuid.  He  had  emi- 
grated tChAmeiiea,  and  lirst  settled  at  Fenn.,-. 
b-iro'  on  the  Si'.squeh mn  i  river  Su  Pennsyl- 
vania. -Al^out  the  year  17  10,  he  v/a.-i  engaged- 
as  a  trader  afuong  the  Indians,  and  in  tliis  ca- 
pacity traver.ied  the  shores  of  Lake  Krie;  now 
included  in  the  State  of  Ohio  ;  lee  was  com- 
missioned, as  Captaiti  in  Pradoek's  E.xpedition 
of  17oo,  an<l  in  the  year  17oG  he  repaired  to 
Sir.  \V.  Johnson,  whom  he  aecompanicd  to 
t  Miondaga,  and  in  same  year  Col.  Crogtia  rc- 
ceiveil  appointiueuD  as  Deputy  Indi  m  Agent.  • 
i  (See  "I'enn.  Ai-.;:hieves,"  vol.  1.7 1'J,  "Pemi 
1  Col.  Pecords"  V.  1^0,  "Ar.diioves  '  ll,bS;», 
eve,  etc.,) 

1  At  thi.s  Treaty,  the  Lidians  had  ma-lii  the 
'  jfr  -p-.^-d  that  tiie  Unadilla  river  shoidd  form- 
{  a  u  iiiMi  01  the  bouruhiry  line  to  i^e  .-st ah  ■ 
I  livii'-d  l.^-tv.-ftn  the  Kngli.-h  a!id  CneladiuiS. 
I  d  his  liiic  V.MS  ratihed  in  tht-  '1  \r:i[y  th<':i  C-T.- 
I  eliidr.l.  and  marf  rd  l^y  a  r.-d  iine  :ii  ihe- 
'  .\lap  <!i.iun  by  (iuv  .b  .h  mm  a  e'>py  of  which 
j  is  int  laded  iu  Vllltli  \'ol.  of  "C  nonial  DUcii- 
I  n\enls." 

j  In  .June.  1777,  Prant,  who  had  during  son\c 
1  Ui  juCuS  I'ievit'US  reniauieil    wilti  a.  huge  ['at  ts 
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•  >r  Ifidians  at  O^jiiaso,  csvme  to  Unadilhi,  and 
><ent  a  rm'^sa:^*;  ci[)i"e;ifiini::  liis  xrhh  to  see  tht- 
Iier."\Vm.  ji;hrji-,ron,   (who  .>'evcriil  v^ars  be- 
fore liiitl  siitL'  t"<!f.'fl  in  establisliir.:^  a  tlouv!<h- 
bt'lticinent  i:^)()n   the  eo.-t  bi<!e  of  the;  Su<;- 
qn^'luuiriii.)  ;ukI  t>tritr  prr.minciit  p-.ttriots  of 
•thai  8i.'t:tioii  :  and,  r.p.jri  Ih.eir  arrival,  thu  Mo- 
liavvk  Chi-if  very  cooly  infornied  them  that  the 
Indians  were  in  need  of  provisions,  and  if  they 
Vj-ere  not  luinished  by  consent  of  tlie,  iiihahi- 
tant^,  tlie  Indian  party  nnd«r  his  conini  nd, 
Konio  bU  waiiiors,  should  take  th-?  requisite 
.•iiriount  by  f<>;ee.    The  early  Pioneers  of  the! 
ljiia<iiHa  Country  th<sn  brought  in  tome  pro- 
visi-»tis,  and  r»rant,  \%it.h  his  part}',  aftei  re- 
nininin;;  two  days  at  this  phice.  returned,  tak- 
in:.;  ab>n':;  \vit)i  liieni  cattle,  sheep,  jjrovisions. 
&c.    'j'iie  in;  r'diit.uits  of  this  re^-tun,  ^vlio  had 
CKpor.scd  tiie  caiir-e  of  Independence,  at  once 
rernovt<l  with  their  faniiiics  to  places  wliich  j 
,  were  considered  more  secure  trotn  Indian  ;it-  I 
tiv.ks.    In    Je.'y.    Gen.    Herkimer,    having- i 
Ieu.rned  of  thirf  incursion  of  Brant  and  his  f*>l-  j 
lowers,  n^arched  witli  a  force  of  oSO  Militia  to  I 
Uivadilla.    1  he  American  Gerieral  was  rnet  at  j 
this  place  by  Hrarit  at  the  head  of  130  var-  | 
ri^-rs.    At  this  '.r.L'etmc,.  I'rant  recounted  the  j 
^rievan.:cs  ot  ^^l•.:ol"l  the  indttms  complained  j 
ui,'aii!st  the  A '.ULM  icans,  and  ex(He.-sed  suhst an-  j 
tialiy  hitj  tie  ii  rniirjation  to  ;ict  wil  h  the  a^Ihe-  i 
Tents  of  the  I'.iitlsli  Kin^  in  the  war  which  was  I 
then  bein'^  wa^'rd  a|,'ainst  the  patiiot.s.    One  j 
of  Cien.  ilcrkiiijer's  men.  Col.  Cox.  then  re-  j 
luarkcd,  that  it  surlt  was  the  purpose  of  the  ' 
Iroquois,  notl  iriT  further  could  be  aTran^red.  i 
'J'l.o  willy  Moh;*svk  Chit-f  then  arl.hossevl  a'teu'  i 
■»>'Ofcis  to  his  v.'arriors,  anil  iminvdiatr] y  they  I 
r  iised  a  l<)i:d  sl'.'  i!t,,  and  ran  to  their  camp,  j 
■xviiere.  Sfi/.in;r  thrjt  arivis.  a  number  of  volh-ys  ; 
Nvcre  lirt'd.  a'ld  tiiey  tlic-n  gave  the  terrific 
<iian  W.ir-Vvhoop,  nnd  a:;ain  repaired  to  the 
place  where  Br.mt  and  the  American  General 
iiad  been    hol.ii!,-.:    th»;ir    C'~>n ference .  Gen. 
Herkimer  now  s  lid  t>)  the  Iixiian  Chief  that 
the  Ameiicans  liad  n.')t  come  for  the  purpose 
ofliu'hrin^.    I'rant.  whose  object  in  producing 
the  thicatcrnri"/  Uiovcuient   Ity  his  ttdlow'.Ts 
liad  doul)ti*'s'^  iu'i-n  to  iiKitnidate  th.e  Ameri- 
can party,  p^avc  the  signal  for  the  Indians  to 
be  quiet,  but  assuini;: a  hostile  attitude  hira- 
Siolf.  he  thfU  dcurindi'd  ot  the  Am^-rican  Gen- 
eral a>^*piiesceii'.  e  iu  several   matters,  -which 
Gen.  Herkimer  was  williri'.^  to  aihMY  upon  cori- 
dltion  til, it  tlu-  Ir.dians  sliould  not  harbor  the 
turics  and  (b  ■>.-ilcrs.   that  such  person  should 
be  KiirrentliTi^d  t'l  the  Auu-ric;tns.    llrant  re- 
fust.'d  to  ace -.b:!  to  thi-;  proi»o<i!i(>ri ,  and  sanl 
th;it  he  would  i^o  ti»  ()>\v."^'o  and   ioia  Ibittur. 
Gon.  Hcrkiriicr  liad  sutiiv  if^nt  iV'rce  to  liave 
attacked  uii. I  .;o;.-i  [ib  l  •;  y  <;t  ;(\it''d  the  party 
-lui'ier  coniiij;ur  I  ol   ['.rant,  l-ut  the  Ameiiraa 
GtuuTal  app'Mi's  l;-;  li  ive  entrrli-iincd  some  hope 
that  thf  lci.><.pioi^   .Miij^dit  be  juduccd,   at  Kome 
future  tinu',  t  )  r.-liiujuish  their  intealion  of 
joining  the  luilish  in  proseculir^g  this  war. — 


This  conference  at  Unadilla,  nevertheless,  ap- 
pT^ars  to  be  the  late?t  one  held  with  any  of  the 
trihes  of  the  Iroquois  in  whicn  tl-^e  attempt 
was  made  to  induce  the  Indian;^  toespou-se  the 
cause,  or  to  remain  on  terms  of  pi-ace  vf  'ith  thi* 
AniericanK  — except  the  successful  eifort  in  the 
Councils  of  the  Oneidas.  The  fearful  contest 
came;  th'e  Indians  carried  their  own  cruel,  re- 
lentless mode  of  warfare  to  the  fire-side,  and 
to  the  houies  of  all  the  settlers  along  the  bor- 
der ;  and.  in  turn,  the  proud  warriors  of  the 
Si.K  Nations  were  driven  fri)m  the  soil  which 
had  once  been  their  own,  only  retaining  as 
their  inheritance  small  and  remote  districtt; 
where  the  ancient  wildwoods  Ktill  overshad- 
owed the  waters  of  some  ruurniurin;?  stream  — 
and  soon  the  name  or  existence  of  these  In- 
dian Ileservations  within  our  JState  became 
scarcely  known.  In  these  retired  locations, 
where  tlie  Indian  yet  gatiiers  around  the  tires 
kind  lot!  in  the  shade  of  their  native  forests, 
the  writer  of  tliis  sketch  has  sojourned  for 
many  days  while  upon  a  sin<:!e  excursion,  and 
there  listened  to  the  story  of  their  own  event- 
ful history  a?  related  by  these  children  of  the 
wilderness.  The  nti-epid  Gen.  Herkimer,  who 
held  this  conference  with  Thyendanagca, 
(Brant)  at  Unadilla,  was  soon  called  to  anoth- 
er part  of  this  interesting  field  of  border-strife; 
and  here  in  the  lapse  of  only  a  few  days,  he 
closed  his  brilliant  not  less  than  glorious  mili- 
tary career,  after  saving  by  his  bravery  and 
hkill  his  own  army  from  destruction,  anct 
wresting  victory  from  the  arms  of  imminent 
defeat,  thus  gathering  the  halo  of  surpassing 
and  immortal  glory  around  the  latest  scenes 
of  an  eveuttul  and  patriotic  lite,  he  tranquilly 
ol)eyed  the  summons  which  called  him  to  ful- 
ti  1  the  loftier  duties  of  another  world.  la  trie 
last  days  of  July,  1777,  at  the  time  Burgoyne 
wasrad'iingan  invasion^  with  his  targe  and 
well  appointed  army,  into  our  coantry  from, 
the  North,  St.  Legcr  in  command  of  a  force  of 
regulars,  and  accompanied  by  a  park  of  artil- 
lery, together  with  bands  of  the  Iroquois  un- 
der tiie  leadership  of  I'want.  including  some 
1700  men  in  all,  also  left  Oswego,  and  with 
Ihisformidablearray  was  rapid. y  marching  from 
the  west  to  invade  the  Valb  y  "of  the  Muhawk. 
The  allied  British,  and  Iruiian  force  arrived  at 
Fort  iStanwix.  (or  ^^chuvler)  c^n  the  ojI  of  Au- 
gust, and  invested  thb>  fortress,  then  in  a  ru- 
inous condition,  and  deu-nded  otdy  by  700 
!  troops,  poorly  su[ip!icd  \iith  ammunition,  but 
i  commanded  t.y  the  brave  a.nd  skiliful  veteran 
!  otiicer.  Col.  Gan.sevoort,  v/ho  had  heroically 
\  determined,  withi  the  fullest  concu  :rei;ce  ot  his 
j  men,  to  defe.id  tiie  Fort  at  all  hazards,  and  to 
I  the  last  extrernity .  General  Herkimer,  up  ti 
1  approiu-h  of  this  bostiu)  ;m-iii  v  u  hi-jh  tbreat- 
;  filed  to  dc-ilate  lliat  cr,  ii;e  ri.,i;ion  with  tire 
!and\si!h  t\\'Uil,  at,  ond;  L-,sued  a  jtatriotic 
I  piochiuuUion  summoning  the  militia  «if  the 
I  country  to  arms,  and  threi;  reL'imerds  of  the 
I  iiardy  yeomanry  nobly  re/yoiuhng  totuii?  calL 
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piomptiy  rallietl  around  Gen.  Herkimer.    Tht'  j  fouglil  with  the  determined  bruverv  of  vete- 


sie:(v  of  Fort  iSchuyler   }ia(l  only  progressed 
j^oirie  Hiree  <l;iy,s.   when  Gen.  HerkiiiuT  com- 
m^'nced  hi.s  ruarch  to  reii'^ve  the  brave  defend- 
ers of  this  ii)i{)orfant  pu?irion  ;  aiid  he  had 
re  tched  tlie  Oris!;. my  A'aliey  oa  the  moinini:;' 
of  the  f»th  of  AiK^ust.  and  after  frot^sinjjc  the 
creek,  the  patli    kd   throuji-h   low  grounds, 
l>ordored  on  either  t^ide  by  a  dense  and  heavy 
forest,  and  the  van-gnard  of  our  army  had 
«:carcely  began  to  ascend  the  elevated  plateau 
beyond   thiii '  pas.=!,  entirely   unsuspicious  of 
d:inger,  when  a  terrific  tire  %vas  rolled  upon 
tlie  advancing  columns  from  every  side,  where 
junid  the  heavy  growth  of  trees  and  shrubbery 
the  Indians  and  Tories  lay  in  ambush  ;  and 
tiicn  giving  tli*-  terrihh^  v,-;>r-vvhoop  tiie  Iro- 
Ojuois  ru.s'ied  \v-ith  upiiftt'd  tomahawks  upon 
the  ranks  of  our  army,  which  tor  a  nine  were 
broken  an  I  paralyzed  with  dismny,  while  our 
men  were  Hii ling  around.  Gen.  Herkimer  wip 
6<;ver-]y  wounded,  and  fell  from  hi^  horse,  in 
the  e;uiy  p;i,i  L  t>f  the  action,  but  he  had  the 
p.iddie  taken  from  the  li-a'se  and  placed  in  tiie 
midst  of  tho  baftie-held,  and  su^iportmg  him- 
f;elf  in  it  tlieti  issued  his  orders  with  caliuness, 
firmness  and  .skill,  and  his  men  soon  raliitd  to 
the  tearful  encounter,  springing  liKe  tigers  to 
the   (ieadly   contest— the   j>artriiits  fighting 
liand  to  hand  witli  the  f;avaLa\s  ani  torifs,  fre- 
quently botli  falling  together,   gra!»ling  in  fa- 
tal embrace,  with  tiie  knifes  of  e-ach  sheathed 
in  tlie  other's  bos(jm.  while  Brant  ranged  hke 
^omeevil  l)em"n  over  that  tield,  encouraging 
Ins  followers  in  t  lie  desjK-rate  struggle.   In  this 
manner  the  bat  lie  coniintied  some  forty-tlve 
miruite.s — in  the  ujcan while  Ge'i.  iierkimer 
evinced  a  composure  which  reiuaiueil  uuflis- 
turited  in  the  thickest  of  the  fi'.rht,  as  in  in- 
t>tatice,    he    tO(>k   his  to!iacco-i)ox   from  his 
])oeUet.  and  striking  a  tinder  lit  his  pi[>e,  and- 
calndy  continued  to  smt)ke,  wiiile  he  directed 
the  movem  -nts  of  our  men.  at  tlte  same  time 
the  bullets  and  tomahawks  of  the  enemy  were 
llying  aruund  au'.l  near  him  in  eveiy  direction- 
As  sjon  as  the  skillful  orders  of  the  intrepid 
Herkimer  <'.)ul:l  be  fidly  carried  into  effect, 
the    American   A. my    beu'in    to    regain  the 
ground  lost  in  th-.-  /nst  surprise,  our  soldiers 
commenced  formnig  :uid  lighting  in  small  cir- 
cles. Tlie  sav. u:es  had  ueeu  accustcmed  (uv.n 


rans,  and  resiibing  troaa  the  able  an(i  eiTectivc 
strategical  movements  directed  by  the  Amer- 
ican General,  and  the  promptitude  and  cour- 
age with  which  these  Srkiiiful  order.s  %Yere  exe- 
cuted by  our  troops,  the  ranks  of  the  enemy, 
now  driven   from    cover,  were   giving  away, 
when  another  detachment  of  Tories  arrived  to 
reenforce  the  British  party,  and  the  deadly 
struggle  was  again  commenced  with  increarsed 
vigor.    The  (-pposing   combatants  sprang  at 
.each  other  with  rage  and  relentless  tury,  and 
the  etitire   battle  Held   appeared   like  somts 
scene  in  the  fabled  realms  of  Hades;  bayonets 
were  crossed  in  the  simultaneous  charge  of  the 
contending  parties,  they  met  and  fought  with 
bayonet  thrust,  and  with  clubed-musket  strik- 
ing down   their  antagonist  in   the  death  en- 
counter, whilst  the  spear,  the  tomahawk  and 
the   scalping-knife   all  were   used  whenever 
they  could  drink  the  blood  of  our  patriot  sol- 
diers througliout  all  that  battlefield.    A  diver- 
sion was  now  made  which  brought  this-;  despe- 
rati^,  doubtful  contest  at  once  to  a  favorable 
termination— achieving  success  much  sooner 
than  it  could  ottiervvise   have   been  accom- 
plished.   Gen  Herkimer  had  sent  a  scout  to 
the  American  garrison  at  Fort  Schuyler  with 
intelligence  of  his  critical  position— reverbera- 
tions of  musketry  during  the  battle  had  too 
been  heard  at  the  Fort— and  Col    AVillet,  a 
gallant  and  efficient  officer,  immediately  vol- 
unteered, accompanied  by  250  men,  to  make  a 
sortie  to  relieve  the  brave  army  which  had 
thus  encountered  the  coniraon  enemy  while 
marching  to  the  aid  of  the  garrison  who  had 
continued  to  defen  I  the  fort  with  unyielding 
fortitude.    Col.  Willet  reaching  the  field  of  , 
coiitest  made  an  impetuous  attack  upon  tho 
Iro'idois.  Tho  enemy,  now  assailed  by  the  uni- 
ted Anu-riean  force,  wore  compelled  to  yield 
tb.e  gro'.ind,  and  Branc  gave  the  de-pairing 
signal  et  retreat,  "Onah  '.  "Onah  !"    Thus  ter- 
mi!'>atud  tiic  most  severely  contested  battle, 
liie  nio.st  dc?-[)i-rate  and  bloody  contest  in  pro- 
portion to  the  numbers  engaged  in  the  coin- 
l)at.  of  any  v.  hiol)  oc  nrrod  throuj;hout  tho 
Revolution.    The  struggle  continued  for  tiie 
spaC'' of  six  lueurs;  the  Iroquois  left  a  hun- 
dri;d  fallen  wauiois,  including  in  the  number 
a!  Ciiiefs  of  the  Senecas,  upon  the  held 


idi'er  discharge  hir,  gim  to  tlien  riK-h  i  of  bAtUe  ;  the   Americans   remained  the  full 


forward  and  tiuualiawk  liim,   but  this  Indian 
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tur!.e-d  to  our  ou  ri 
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!i>turhed  masters  of  tho  tudd.  Govern- 
iris.  H-q  ,  in  ai\  able  address  delivereil 
the  '-New  York  Hi.-torical  Society"  re- 
i  instances  of  individual  heroism  that 
■.■a  shown  duiinLT  the  |nx>gress  of  the 
!)  it'!e  which  would  reiV(.'  ndded  a  h  do  to  th*^ 
[irop.ih.'st  p 'ges  of  tiie  lii  el.  ImevVa.dd,  tliat- 
iie/ri T.ts'oi  eurred  in  tliis  combat. — as  the  u:i- 
p:i.ra.!elled  heroism  of  tlu^  coramandin'j;  Gene- 
ral-which  would  have  reflected  honor^  upon 
the  most  glorious  petiod  in  Ctreeian  or  in  ilo- 
lu  in  hi>torv.  Nevu-  ha,i  an  iuniy  been  led 
into  au  auibuteade  more  dangertnis  or  com- 
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pk  t<3— nerer  h;iil  a  ^lupn?'.'  thrown  an  army 
into  pr<:>a1or  disirar  and  con.iusioQ,  an.l  it  wus 
only  thr.Migh  tlie  intrepid  nrniness,  the  i>ravo- 
ry,  and  the  Btrategical  abiiitj  tiiatUca.  Herk- 
imer, uli!ious;h  so  painfully  wounded,  bro:\igbt 
to  tho  contest  in  tlii.^  fearful  emer'icucy,  that 
instead  of  nieetii  g  witii  defeat,  our  arms  here 
achieved  a  real  and  suhstantiul  victory.  W'i 
cannot  iiideed,  properly  estiruate  tlie  import- 
nnce  vrhieh  this  triumph  sr.stained  in  dccidiDg 
the  gri  at  conllict  of  tiie  Pievo'ution.  or  how 
much  it  had  contrihuted  to  our  rinal  success. 
It  will  be  vemembereii,  that  Gen.  lUirgoyne 
vas  th.en  marching  with  a  lars^earniy  throug;h 
our  land,  and  which  w;'.s.  iics!:rried  to  co-ope- 
rate vvith  tlie  allied  Brilish  and  Indinn  force 
th.^it  liad.  hvs-n  sent  to  .-;v,-_ep  v,  1th  U!J^p^iri■ig 
JlO\^•er  the  iMohuwic  Viilh-y.  and  the  repulse 
HTid  disi;. 'tupurture  ^\•hieU  lljcy  so  unexpectedly 
^URta•^H;d  in  the  h:i.ttle  of  Onskany,  t<)gt;thcr 
■with  il;e  failure  to  overt hruw  or  c(>mp(,d  t!;e 
capuhiUon  of  Fort  Schv.yier  weie  the  tlriit  rr- 
verr'j^-  tiint  the  invadin;::  Diiti.-^h  armies  had 
enconniei  ed.  Tire  bra\ciy  atidendmanee  tliat 
the  patriot  Anicricau  s-ddiery  displayed  at 
Ori.diaoy  and  at  Fort  Scluiyier  every wheie 
Hrroi!>cd  their  countrymen  fr^m  despondency, 
Mud  in.-pired  them  with  tliC  noldiest  t-Laula- 
tion  ;  the  hu'>-tuutial  victories  acquired  at 
Ori.s!vany  and  Fort  Schnyh-r  were  the  first  th..at 
p^reetvil  the  American  c.iiise  in  resistiiic;  thy 
ja>\Terlul  au'l  (dunning  invasion  ol  1777.  and 
becHme  the  pre'->a2'e  to  tlie  brilliant  sfiie.sof 
•triutnph,>  which  culinin:itt.'d  in  the  t-fud.^ejit 
plory  that  ere  loiv..;  had  Kiithercd  around  th.c 
imnioi  tal  lieid'  of  Sar-itoga.  The  sei;j:e  of  Fort 
Stiriwix,  (or  Schuyler)  v,-as  a!>andoned  on  the 
"JlM  of  Ati'^ust.  1  liave  d  .-.'elt  at  ^(ime  length 
rn  the  hist(»ry  of  G.  n  .  Ferkhner's  march,  in 
ron;nia!jd  of  tlie  HeL;imer)t.s  ot  'JVyon  County 
Miiitia,  lor  the  purpose  of  relieving'  Fert 
><ri)nYler,  an  1  in  r  ird  to 
dany.  be.-:  (ii-e  tl  e--,'  n>ov- 
for  the  d'.-fft)se  ui  tiie  rr;:i( 
the  Susquehiinmi.  arid  the 
patriot  arn)Y  en;i.i£:ed  in  tiie  battle  we;e  pii::.- 
cipilly  re-idents  of  the  r.-Lrnui.  now  embraced 
in  D-laware,  Ulster  and  (Jtsei^o  Counties, 
-whose  ann;\ls  it  h  i>  bevn  my  purpose  to- trace 
—  and  all  tiiis  re--- ion.  in'  the  number  of  killed 
j^".d  wounded  ollleers  and  intui  which  were 
K-acriheed  to  the  cae.se  of  lit'erty  in  these  m«- 
nioriaob' combats,  bein-  lar^rely  repiesontcd. 
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flow  of  blo-;d,  and  which  the  surgeon.';  di<:l  not 
succeed  in  fully  stanching,'.  Gen.  Herkimer 
now  became  av.-are  ihat  thehoiir  which  should 
be  to  him  "the  last  on  e*irth:"  had  cotne,  but 
he  continiunl  to  rci^cvse  upon  hi^  he<l.  calm  anil 
cheerbd,  and  to  j.ver>ii>;^  with  hi;*  friends  and 
fandly  in  his  ui^e.ul  pleasant  manner,  ami  with 
serene  composure  ;  and  then  call?n<;r  f'^r  the 
I'.ible,  the  inspired^  and  sacred  word  of  God. 
the  dying  heio  and  patriot  read  a  cliapter  in 
that  blessed  and  only  truly  infallible  -volume 
ever  given  to  mankind  for  their  instiiuctio??* 
and  haypiness— and  then,  looking  with  peni- 
tence to  the  Savior  for  the  forgivene^i-s-  and 
remis.^ion  of  his  sUn^s,  this  christian  herO' calm- 
ly fell  aineep  in  the  iwrzi^  of  dee.th— to  awake. 

we    will  trus.t,  muid  that   bles-se't  num- 
l(er,  the  xedeemed  of  earth,  who  sh;d'l'  enter 
upon  that  hi<4h.er  Life,  wdiei-e  the  i^pirit  will 
forever  conti.aue  to  expand  in  the  conimunion 
it  will  tlien  hold  with  the  ali-pervadi-Kg'  and 
supreme  Beautx  of  the  l^Hter-Land.    in  bis- 
bd'e,  and  in  the  triumph  of  his  death,  v/.e  are 
alforded  another  enrinent  C3;imple  of  the  pow- 
er of  the  ChrUf  'ian  Riljgion  to  impress  and  to  in- 
spire the  heart  of  nnm  vdth  the  principles  of 
goodness  and  moral-trnldi,  to  awaken  its  de- 
voti(ui  and  entire  consec!;at!i)n  to  iujliuess. 
and  to  give  triumpl)ant  comp-osuvein  tlu^  hour 
of  the  sonl's  depirture   from'  earth;  adding 
another  to  the  list  of  truly  great  men  who- 
have  humbly  searched  the  Gospel  of  Jesus, 
and  who  devoutly  relying,  with  sincere  faith, 
upon  Divine  Grace,  have  found  su.stanance  anrj 
strength  to  accept  the  pure  and  holy  precepts-^ 
of  tlie  Scriptures  as  the  only  gni<le  of  lit?,  and< 
have  too  found  hope  and  corisolation  in  tho- 
piomises  of  our  Fivine  Saviour;  ami  as  the  il- 
lusions of  the  world  were  t  ding  away,  have- 
calmly  looked  b<  yond  the  grave  in  bdissfnt 
anticipation.  oC    that    glorious  immortality 
which  the  humlde  believer,  the  pun;  in  heart, 
will   there  recei ve  throi  gh  the  idl-atfoue'n^ 
merit  of  Divine  Fvcdemption. 

(Jen.  Herkimer  iMd  tlicvl  u[wn  the  evening- 
of  August  Ibth.  177Z.  at  the  age  of  ;d'OUt  six- 
ty five  years.-.  IFis  lemains  were  int'ured  in 
the  fmniy  burial-ground,  winch  (-(cnpies  a 
knoll  a  few  rods  disXant  fion\  the  ni  insion. — 
Tlie  Continental  Cop.t:i-ess,  soon  a:it'  r  decease  > 
oi  tbm.  Fuukimer.  had  p;ls^'■d  a  r..'suliit-()n  ex- 
press! nir  in  terms  of  gr;itefnl  admiu^tiovi  their 
np[)ieciation  of  his  eminent  s^rr'.  n  -  s  to.  our 
Country,  and  au(  bori;',jnu- a  Monnmenf  io  \■^; 
erecte^!  ovtu"  his  gi-.sve-;  Imt  tld<  r(Solnti<m  has 
m:ver  lieen  carried  into  ciiect.  b'ntil  tlie  year 
of  ] S  17  the  str augiu-  miLtltt  ha\-e  seanbed  in 
vu'n  for  tl;e  restimr  place  of  this  jiatrioiic  an/l 
a!!  Ltit  soldi'-r-  tie-  iicroii-  a.inl  lamented  mar- 
tyr to  the  c.tii-e  vf  .-Vn.-  i  icm  1 [lepmdence.— 
.V  plain  juarb!"  '.N>!ii',  s'-ei  'v  in>cribed  with 
tnc  mun-'  of  tie'  i'liN  e  S'd'ber,  has  ^ince  b.-cn 
tnt-eted  o\rr  tiie  co(>serr.. '..'d  ^pot  wkiere  hi^i. 
Lrrivt>  had  been  made-;  altljongh  the  place 
where  the  remains  of  this  noble  and  emineut 
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trir'.n  repose  cias  bcju  pcnnittcd  to  pn  .-s  into  i  A  settlement  hud  been  formed  near  the  head 
neglect,  secludt^  and  uiniost  liiiknown.  The  i  v/aters  of  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Susqu'^'-  >n- 
Lciiislaturo  of  the  Stnttj  of  New  York  v,-ould  I  na  at  an  early  perfoti.  In  the  year  of  1788,  a 
only  discharge  a  flebt  which  has  lonj^  been  i  Piitent  had  been  {::ranted  by  the  Lieut.  Gov- 
jii.>t!y  due  to  the  illr.strious  sernces  of  Gen.  I  ernor  of  New  York,  with  consent  of  the  Coun- 
ilerkiraer — who  hud  iaul  dowti  his  life  in  de-  j  cil,  to  John  Linde.say,  T.  Koseboom,  L.  Gan- 
ferise  of  tlie  State— -by  reavh\u:  above  his  grave  i  sevort,  and  S.  Van  Shaick,  for  a  tract  of  8000 
;in  endurintr  obelij^k,  and  thus  in  marble  and  J  acres  of  Said  mostly  situated  in  a  wild,  pictur- 
in  bronz..-.  perpetMate  to  the  latest  times  the'j  esque  valley,  whicti  was  afterward  named,  on 
record  of  his  patriotism,  of  his  heroism,  auvi  of  |  account  of  the  wild  cherry  treej;  which  were 
iris  C;reatness  — **fx///i.:%';<s  amabitur  id'em;"  antl  if!  growing  there  in  great  luiurancc,  Cherry  Yal- 
■our  State  again  should  be  invaded  by  a  fortlgn  !  ley.  This  rural  valley,  in  its  entire  extent,  is 
foe,  or  be  assailed  bv  treason,  and  disaster  and  about  a  mile  in  width  and  sixteen  miles  iu 


X)eril  come,  then  would  the  sculpturt.Mi  form  of 
tiie  illustrious  patriot  and  hero  descend  from 
the  petiestal  wherei  it  had  been  placed  by  a 
grat;;f\d  posterity,  to  rally  and  to  lead  in  the 
patiis  of  victory  I 

Tlic  remains  of  un  ancient  Indian  fortifica- 
liou  liad  (.Mice  existwd  in  the  town  of  UnadiUa, 
Nvilhia  tb.e  low  grounds  near  the  UuMdilla  riv- 
vr;  but,  fi.r  a  number  of  years,  ail  trai:-cs  of 
this  extensive  carcliv/ork  have  been  bbiitera- 


length;  the  creek  Vvdiich  rises  in  the  upper 
portion  of  the  valley,  and  flows  along  its  de- 
lightful meanderings,  forms  the  head-waters 
of  the  majestic  Susquehanna  ;  v;hiie  upon  th« 
opposite  side  of  the  ridge,  or  elevated  lands 
burdering  tliis  valley  upon  the  north  and  the 
east,  the  tributary  streams  of  the  Mohawk 
take  their  rise.  From  this  elevated  ridge  of 
land,  wliOse  outline  here  and  there  isgracefnl- 
ly  broken  by  romantic  glen  and  rural  glade,  a 


ted,  every  vestageof  it  disappen.ring  from  viev/.  |  lovely  and  beautiful  view  stretches  away  be- 
A  settlement  bad  been  made  on  the  Susque- ! 


hanna  river,  in  the  present  town  of  Miiford, 
Avhicii  was  formed  from  Uaadillain  17^"j,  by  a 
l\rr.  Cavr  about  the  year  of  1770,  but  in  conse- 
■<;iu'nce  of  Indian  hostilities  that  v/as  uuceas- 
iiigl}'  waged  agamst  the  Irontier  settlers  dur- 
inu"   the   Hevolutioh,  anv  material  effort  to 


lore  our  delighted  gaae  neaily  a  hnndred 
miles  in  extent,  embracing  the  wide  expanse 
of  the  iifoliawk  Valley,  while  far  to  the  north. 
C'ist  are  seen  the  dim  and  hazy  outlines  of  tht; 
Green  Alountainrs,  as  their  loftiest  elevatioms 
I  seem  to  blend  witri  the  distant  horizon;  wiiilu 
'  the  high'iands  bordering  this  valley  upon  the 


maintain  (tr  make  permanent  addition  to  this  i  east  constitutes  the  first  range  iutiie  wild,  and 


-early  ."settlement  was  abandoned  until  after  the 
-<'lose  of  the  war.  In  17b  ba  3ir.  Cully  and 
Mr.  Mulford  settled  witldn  this  town,  and  in 
the  succeediiig  ^  car  a  ^ir.  Ford,  and  two  fam- 
ilies by  the  name  of  Heals,  all  from  ^fassachu- 
•S'/tts,  also  cann'i  an>d  made  :H'ttlement  nc;ir  tlie 
present  vilbige  of  .Abilioiii. 

In  a  coi.ierence  brld  liy  $  ichems  of  llie  On- 
orid  iL'Ms  and  Cavuj;.is  la-lians  wifii  tliC  .^biL^is- 


romanlic  cltain  of  the  Catskill  Mountains, 
which  in  their  unequaled  grandeur  and  sub- 
limity, extend  fiom  this  point  many  miles  in 
a  south-east  direction,  rmtil  the  shadows  re- 
flected from  these  majestic  ranges  give  a  more 
georgeoiis  lieaaty  to  the  twilight  which  en- 
wraj.'S  with  its  loveliness  the  waters  of  the  im- 
p^-ri  il  Hudson;  and  only  a  tew  miles  distant, 
list  beyond  the  hdls  wluch  guard  the  entrance 


-irate  of  Albany,  in  K 
•d.'scripti<in  of  the  Sh^m 
>tated  that  Coinmi-^sir; 
■pio[ios('d  to  ma!<.e  pur 
b'ut,  the  Sacbetris 


■b  the  Chiefs  gave  a  i  of  the  valley  upon  the  west,  slumber  the  i>eau- 
eh;mna  river,  and  also  '  tifr.l  Si.hiiyler  and  Otsego  I.alces— fairy sheetsot 
'.•rs  of  Gov.  I'enn   had  i  v/ater,  which  witli  their  wild  surrounding  sce- 
lase  of  that  country —  !  nery,  s>-em  indeed  as  if  they  had  been  brought 
mentioned  that  they    {'.ad  ;  from  Ivicu  land,  and   placed  here,   by  somo 
irl  u  r,  (the  i  God  of  olden  uiythe.    Iu  the  early  part  of  th« 
to  r-onfirra  !  succeeding  year,  17o9,  Mr.  Lindesay,  liaving 


T)rrviously  giveit  t h is  terri tory  to  ( 
(tov.  CJeu'l.)  arid  they  now  wisln-i 
the  grant  to  CoiFu-r,  or  bis  repros.-nt  dives. 
'J'his  paper  making  the  grant,  and  si'j^ned  by 
the  Saehems  of  the  Cayi'.iras  and  Ouond  igas. 
bears  date  '-liti  Scid.  ir>s;S."    In  a  cojifcrence 
lield  bt.-tweeir  Sir.  Y^^.  Johnson  ;ind  the  Sach- 
f ni.";  di  the  six  nations  and  the  D'-liwares,  at 
.Johnsiui  Ibiil,  and  which  contiuurd  froiu  ttic 
'2btl!  ot  April  to  the'i'indof  "May,   IToo,  Sir. 
^V.  JohnsMU  atl.unpte.l  to  tenure  fiirrher.  or 
more  ddinite  c*;.-vsioriS  of  binds  on  the  Susque- 
(-veat  isieasure  (Wisuccss- 
•.  \V'.  Jolni-ion.  in  secur- 
arv  between  the  F>nglish 


- ol»tained  fidl  title  to  this  tract  of  land  from 
!  the  other  patentees,  procured  its  survey  into 
I  lots,  and  ia  the  course  of  the  summer  removed 
1  with  bis  family  from  New  Vork,  and  settled 
j  amid  the  wildwoods  of  the  ne>v.  and  romantic 
;  country  v/hicli  he  liad  selecti-d  for  his  future 
:  hi.'ino'.    .Mr.  Lindesay  orignally   came  fr.~>ui 

■  SC'jtland,  and  was  agentkanan  of  some  dii- 

■  tinction  ami  fortune.  Wiiilein  New  York  ht* 
I  bad  met  with  the  Rev.  Samuel  Duidap,  and 


,...nua--!  1'  vv  IS  111  :i  i-e-Hi.  i.s>;..^u.cr  u u,-,..^ v.-n-  ,  ...•.Irsccd  t!)at  gentleman  to  visit  his  patent, 
f,,!  Thr  o..;.  .  t  o.'Sir.  '^V'.  Jolni-ion.  in  secur- i  ;md  being  mueb  p!cai~t  d  v.itli  it,  be  can.,e  to 
in'"-  a  favoraiile  bwandarv  between  the  Fnglish  1  the  conclusion  ;dso  to  m:i!;r>bis  residonee  here, 
and  Imli.vns.  bov.tn--r.  was  fully  attainci  in  j  In  1741.  Duvsd  ibuuh.-y,  V/iliiun  Cam;,';. el), 
the  Treatv  held  v,  iii:  fl;e  six  nations,  etc.,  at  1  and  a  nimibc!r  other  persi.Ua,  with  then-  nuni- 
FortStanwix,  in  ITC.S,  and  whieh  has  been  j  lies.  renn;ved  from  Londoudrrry.  N.H.,ftnd 
iu-evivUbly  refered  to  iu  this  skttcii.  i  purchased  lanas  within  tlxe  new  bcUiemcut  at 
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Cherry- Valley,  thus  a.h-Iiu^^  materially  to  its  Utniction^  ot  this  distingui.she(i  iigiiitary  otiicer, 
prosprity.  A  school-house— a  vude  log  buiUl- j  a  Fort,  w.is  cuiistructijd"  ;it  this  place  durintj 
ing,  and  which  was  also  desi.-ned  to  answer  I  he  early  pirt  of  the  year  vf  I'n^,  and  the  pa- 
the  purposes  of  a  Cluirch— was  erected  in  some  triotic  irsluihitauts  of  the  s\irronadin,>^  country 
three  or  four  years  from  the  tirst  forrnatioa  of  repaired  to  it  for  proteetiuii  and  defejise.  'io- 
the  settletnent;  and  here,  tlie  little  consrega- j  ward  the  close  of  May,  in  1778.  I'rant  ha  I 
tioa  of  which  Mr.  Danhip  was  the  pastor,  met  !  caniC  to  the  vicinity  of  Cherry  Valley,  with 
jn.  the  primitive  mann-r  incident  to  those  |  object  of  acpiirini^  inform;iti.  !i  relative  to  the 
limes,  and  with  contrite  and  humule  hearts  Utrength  of  the  garrison  defending- this  Fort, 


seeking  for  that  divine  grace  which  alorie  could 
EUbtaiu  them  amidst  tb,c  trials  of  earth.  }ilr. 
Dunlap  ai:;o  in-titiited  a  clasical  school  at  this 
place — the  earliest  one  established  in  the  prov- 
ince west  of  Albany— and  students  c;une  from 
various  and  distant  points  to  acquire  from 
their  worthy  instructor  the  elements  of  thw 
education  of  life. 


but  being  un>urct'ssful  in  tiiese  eiforts  through 
tlie  course  of  the  dav,  toward  cA  eniag  he  sta- 
tioned his  party  of  Indian  warriors  near  the 
main  road,  at  a  distanee  of  some  two  miles 
north  of  tlie  village,  and  here  seereted  him- 
t^elf  hehind  a  rock  of  Sfnne  four  feet  in  height. 
Upon  tfie  same  day,  Lieut.  \Vorm\vo(id  arrived 
at  the  Fort  at  Ciierrv  \'alh  y,  witli  flispatches 


'i'he  population  of  this  region,  no\,'  in'?luded  \  no  a  the  American  I'V  rts  oi'i  the  Muliawk,  and 
in  C^t.^-'ego  County,  increasc-d  but  very  slowly  i  us  evening  approached,  he  st  uted  upon  his  re- 


turn to'  the  .Moh.iwk,  accompanied  by  an 
American  soldier  trom  the  Fort,  but  they  had 
S'.arcely  disappeared  from  the  gaz.e  v.dth  which 
tiie  eyes  ol  tiie  gan'i.->on  folhnvfd  the  forms  of 
tht'ir  fellovv  soldiers  into  the  deepning  twi- 
light, b^ifoiu  the  leverburaling  report  of  musk- 
etry cauic  back  upon  the  soft  evening  ai^,  and 
witiiina  few  minutes  the  horse  of  laeut.  Worm- 
wood returiit'd,  the  .saddle  v,-hich  the  riderlesrS 
steed  brought  back,  covered  witti  teartul  stains 
of  blood.  A  p/ariy  was  at  once  sent  out  from 
the- Fort  to  institute  some  si-arch  relative  to 
the  fate  of  Lieut.  Wurmwe'od,  hut  nothing 
cordd  be  ascertained,  ;itfier  to  coniirm  or  dis- 
approve the  p  dniul  apprehensions  ot  the  gar- 
rison respecting  that  gallant  ofiicer  during  the 
evening.  Upon  the  succeeding  morninic  the 
search  was  JcncNNed.  and  the  f)ody  of  laeut. 


prior  to  the  Uc volution.  At  the  time  of  its  iir:,t  } 
iscitlement  it  was  embraced  in  AUatny  County;  i 
iu  1772,  at  ihe  tiuie  W'la.  Tiyon  wa>Goveru''r  | 
of  the  province,  it  was  detached  from  Albany  I 
County,   and  formed  into  a  new  County  to  | 
■which  v/as  given  the  name  of  Tnjoii;  iu  1759, 
this  name  was  changed  to  Montgon^ery;  and 
in  Febuary,  1791,  Otsego  County,  tiien  includ- 
ing the  two  towns  of  Cherry  ^'alley  and  Otse- 
go, was  formed  from  MuntgOLuery .  I'levious 
to  the  commencement  of  the  Kevolutionary 
War,  a  few  families  had  located  in  Unadilla. 
in  Springfield,  in  Middlefield,  in  La.irens,  and 
.  in  Otego.  The  entire  pojiulation  of  Cherry  Val- 
ley was  about  three  hundred  at  the  begiuing 
of  the  War.    The  exposed  and  critical  situa- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  these  frontier  settle- 
ments will  thus  be  clearly  perceived;  never- 
theless, they  cordi  d!y  united  their  ^  ff  a'ts  with. j  Wormwood  was  then  found,  mutilated  by  the 
lluise  of  the  [KLtiiofs  in  other  porti^uis  of  our  ;  Indian  s  tomahawk  and  knib.\  and  with  its 
country  in  oj»pc».-iiiou  to  the  aibitia.ry  niras- i  li!c-pu!ses  stilled  and  cobl  in  death,  lying  be- 
n res  of  the  Hi  itish  ministry.    The  visit  of  j  hind  this  large  rock  near  the  w.iyside.    It  sub- 
!Bvaut  at  Unadilla,  which  has  Vieen  pre\  iously  [  sequently  appeared   that  Lieut.  Wormwood 
mentioned,  cae.sed   mucii  unea~:;e.ss  in   1  iie  j' and  his  evimrade,  arriving  will, in  a  short  dis- 
minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  entire  seetion  :  tance  of  tins  rock,  under  C'ver  of  which  Brant 
ofcou.'.try.    It  wa<  ciuisidc^ed  neee^:;:iry  that  j  and  a  band  of  his  warriro.-,  were  secreted,  the 
eome  lortication  should  bo  eiecterl  for  j.^urpose  [  Americm  oiheer  v.';is  hailed  by  thelnd.ians  and 
Ot  defe?ise.    'i  he    re.-idence  of    Col.  J:^anjuel  j  ordered  to  stop,  but  disregarding-  the  sum- 
Campbell,  at  Cherry  Valley,  V\-as  chosen  as  the  |  monds,  Lieut.  Wormwood  an-l  his  fellow  sold- 
most  favorable  locality  for  this  formication  ;  j  ier  reeeived  a  volley  of  musketry  fiom  Brant 
the  house  was  stockaded,  two  block-houSes  :  and  bis  fo!Iov.-ers,  and  Li'Uit.  Wormwood  fall- 
vere  erected  to  give  strength  to  the  defense,  j  ing  from  his  horse,   was  immediately  toma- 
and  a  rude  naloubt  embaid;mtnt  was  con  i  hawked  by  r>rant.  and  his  lifeiess  body  was 
titructed  around,  tlie  several  buildings—  the  en-  j  dragged  and  hid  hehind  this  ioek.    The  corn- 
tire  fort  possessing  the  appointments,  which  if  j  rade  of  the  fallen  oPieer  was  taki  n  prisoner, 
gustaiiied  by  a  viligant  defeiise,  would  pre.'ient  i  but   giviiig   an  exaggerated  iiccount   of  the 
a  fornddable  barrier  to  successful  at  tack .    In  j  strength  of  thegariison  statione<l  at  Cherry 
the  ensuing  year,   when  the  Marquis  De  La- j  Valley,  Brant  was  deceived  thereby,  and  re- 
Fayette  was  iu.'J'ryoa  County,  he  examined  i  turned  to  Ids  ]H)sition  at  Unadilla.  without  at- 
the  strate-.Tioa!  loeafion  of  Cherry  Valley,  us  |  temptiriOf  at  this  time  to  p.fM-petrate  farther 
rep'-er,  T.te  !  \i;.'on  the  map;  aial  giving  due  |  mischit.-'f  in  In  i.*  vicinity  of  Ctierry  Valley.  In 
cori -.eh-jatir-n  1^  Un-  ii;!portance  of  nu.iiutain- 
ing  miiit  u  v  ]>'a  ts  for  the  more  el!;::i,ait  de- 
fen'.Hi  of  ti;e  f';onti-r^.  tbai.  La  F.iVette  directed 
that  a  Fort  sijould  be  at  once  erected  at  Cher- 


ry Ytiliey  ;  and,  iu  aocurdunce  with  the  m- 


tiie  month  of  June,  in  the  s:une  yea.r.  Crant 
came  v.  irii  a  party  of  his  wai  ri  ^ra,  and  attacked 
and  burned  the  adjacent  village  of  Springtiehh 
and  upt.)n  Iris  retiun  from  this  taii.1  carrying 
a«'ay  a  nuiuber  of  p.dsouer6.    Soon  after  thin 
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hostile  incurt'on,  it  whs  currerlly  reported  1  and  enteritjg  it,  massiicred  lii.s  wife;  tlic  Im- 
tiiat  lii.uib  was  ass^^iriMino:  large  numbers  of  }  di.uis  Tetairie<J  huii,  to.tr'-rrun- vvi t ii  lii.s  d.iuirli- 
his  warriors  rit  Uau'-iilla,  aiul  w;is  also  fortify-  ter,  as  ]iri:voiiers— and  they  tn-ated  t.iis  veu.- 
ins  that  p(A<itiuii;  and,  witii  view  to  ascertain  j  rable  clerprvium  with  suHi  cnudtv  that  ho 


the  corr€ctn<;'ss  of  this  riinjor,  Capt.  MeKerin 
accompaiiied  by  live  otiier  patriots  from  Uher 
ry  Yulley.  made  a  tor.r  aloni,^  the  Susiiuehan 
na.  Wiiile  upon  this  exciirsionhe  wrote ac)ral 
le»ige  to  ijraiit,  ami  i)lact'd  it  in  tiie  war-path 
wiiere  it  would   he  found    by  tlie  educated 


j  died  from  its  effects  some  nionthb  aftcrw-'.rds. 
i  A  Mrs.  Mitctieli.  and  t(»ur  of  iser  rlnl  Iitu, 
\  were  murdered;  one  of  thrse,  a  -irl  sono-  ten 
years  of  a.:e  liad  almost  recovered  from  the  tf- 
j  fects  ot  the  btimnin^  blow  which  she  liad  re- 
!  ceived.  wlien  another  party  entered  tlie  iioiise, 
though  sava:j:e  Mob  iwk  (Juiefian  .  Caj)t.  Mc  |  and  a  noted  d'ory.  Newbnry,  with  most  irdm- 
Ke  tn  re'-Lirnerl  fnan  his  expedaion.  having  i  man  barbarity  buried  his  hatchet  in  thiscldld'^ 
taken  two  prisoners,  and  made  a  perilous  es-  !  head.  'J'he  'i'ory  who  perpetrated  this  deed  of 
cape  from  a  hir:^e  [lUibuini^  force  of  savai^es.—  i  cmelty.  Newbury,  w^ls  arrested  in  tlie  course 
Col.  Aklen,  in  cmuiand  of  a  continental  Ueg-  j  of  the  ensuing  season,  by  orders  of  Gen.  James 
iment,  n^.iw  as^umeil  tiie  defense  of  the  Fort  i  Cllinton,  and  was  tried  as  a  spy,  and  was  exe- 
at Cherrv  Valley.  In  July  the  tearful  nxassa- j  cuted.  Another  band  of  these  sav.ige  allies 
cre'at  Wyoming  was  p;;i  petrated :  and  n|)on  j  surrounded  the.  house  of  Col.  Samuel  Camp- 
the  return  of  tiiat  terrilde  expedi tino ,  Bi ant  i  lie!  1  — at  t he  .tiuie  Col.  Campbell  was  abserit 
resumed  liis  pi  silion  upon  tlie  .S'ls  juehaniia,  1  trom  home— and,  Mrs.  Campbell,  together 
uhere  ht  renvuned  until  autumn.  witii  four  children,  were  taken  prisoners,  and 


In  the  eaiiy  ti ays  of  November.  1778,  an  ex- 
pedition co!i-i.<iing  of  two  hundred  Lritish 
Rangers  com luriiidrd  l^y  Walter  ihitler,  witii 
live  hrmdrcd  indi 

encamped  in  tiie  neigiiboih(>od  of  Ciierry  Va'- 
ley — abwut  a  nub;  tr(nn  the  Fort;  early  on  the 
17th,  of  November,  while  the  atmosphere  was 


eariied  by  tlie  Indians  into  long  and  painfid 
caiitivity.  Thirty  tJ,vo  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Ciierry  Va'ley,  a.nd  who  nu^stly  were  wianeti 
ins  uiuler  command  of  Brant,  I  and  clnldren,  were  fiendishly  massacred  by 
the  Indians,  and  their  more  savage  allies,  tiio 
Tories,  and  sixteen  soblitirs  belonging  to  the 
garrison  were  also  killed;  and  ail  the  build- 


hazy  with  the  l>dl  of  misty  rain,  the  aided  |  ings  Nvithin  tht-  village  were  banned,  as  the 
British  and  Indians  moved  irom  their  encamp-   llames  rose  in  lurid  briglitne-ss  upon  the  ha/.y 


ment  to  attack  ti-e  Fort,  Ike,  at  Ciierry  Val- 
ley, and  having  learned  that  the  ollicers  com- 
manding the  American  force  lodged  during; 


atmosphere  presenting  a  scene  ot  magnitlicent, 
wierd,  and  tragical  grandeur.  In  the  escape 
made  by  sonje  families  from  these  allied  as- 


tfie  night  at  pri\ ate  houses  in  tlie  village,  the  j  sailants.  episodes  of  such  strange  and  fearful 


enemy  ma  le  arrangement  that  various  parties 
sh()uld  siniult.iiioously  surround  the  several 
resjdfnces  of  tamiiies  that  entertained  ofilcers 
<:.f  t 


character  were  en.icted,  incidents  of  such 
thriliing  nature  occured. .that  the  entire  ni.-^- 
tory  be<'on:ies  invested  with  a  mysterious  and 


gai  rison.  u  biisftiio  main  force  wtaihl  j  dran;  ttic  )nterest.  In  iliusfratmn  ot  this,  I 
m  assaidt  upon  the  Fort.    The  Senecas  i  wdll  refer  to  the  narative  of  the  Clyde  family. 


]ed  the  v.vn.  Tiie  Colonel  in  command  of  the  i  L'pon  the  ajiproach  of  the  Indians  and  Tones 
fortress.  Aidcn,  lodged  at  the  house  of  Mr.  j  on  the  1  Itli  i:ist.,  Mrs.  Clyde,  (the  wi!e  cf 
Jlobert  Welles,  anil  although  inforuicd  of  tin 


(\d.  Clydf.)  lied,  with  her  children,  to  the 
forest.  lJurirri.:  the  day  in  wdiieii  fhe  Iridinns 
were  ctoraged  in  their  terrible  wa^rk  of  mi.ssa- 
ere.  and  thrdUghont  the  long  hours  <>f  storm 
and  d.ukne  s  m  the  succeeding  niglit.  thin 
woman,  with  an  infmt  che'[>ial  to  h*'r  tbr^b- 
tiie  I'ort  he  was  pursued  by  one  of  i  ing  bosom,  and  with  her  other  litt  le  oni's  n.  si- 
tomahawlced  and  scilped,   thus  1  liu'.:;  i>y  her  side,   she  lay  sheltered   beinn-i  A 


oppr<^ach  of  the  Imlians  seemed  to  be  incrt-d- 
nior.s  th:it  an  aiia'  k  Avould  be  made  upon  the 
place.  Col.  Ald'ai,  howev.a-,  had  only  sultie- 
ient  time  to  cscipt;  iriun  the  iiouse  b:.dore  it 
was  surrounded  by  tiie  Italians,  bui  wiiile  llee- 
inu'  lowan 
the  savage 


falling  the  first  victim  \ip.on  tiiis  t.'rrible  day.    f  illen  tree  of  the  forest;  tiie  savagts,  our!; 
'Jiie  Indians  an<l  Toiies  tiien  entered  the  house  j  tlav^e  r^doomy  hours  <d'  pain  atvd  suspeu.>.e,  li 
of  Mr.  Welles,  anvl  killed  h.im  while  he  was  ,  .p.V'Utly  pas>».'d  quite  near  her.  and  once 
upon  his  bended  knees  eng>\g.ai  in  prayer.  'I'he  1  cU>seIy  that  an  Indian  trailed  his  guu 
^^ava-es  yn.d  Tories  also  killed   Mr.    Welles'  '  the  log  l-'cneath  which  slie  was  then  s^. 
•motirer,  aJid  his  wife,  and  four  of  his  children,  !  At  tiie  ititcrcession  of  her  hu,>b'and,  wi;.- 
together  with  Lis  Iwother  John  Welles,  and  a  i  been  aware  of  her  flight  to  the  woods,  .i  put 
sister.  Mi-s  J^nse  Welles,  who,  wherever  she  |  American  soldiers  were  sent  out  from  t!o-  i 
•med  for  her  v.rtuc.s  and  i  on  t!ie  morning  of  the  12th,  of  Novcuih-..' 

tiie  iamily  '  ^eucb  f"r  M rs.  Clyde  and   fainiiy.  and  _  !'■ 
v-a  re  i.ua.-.- \crcd,  rX' '■•yi  (H..-  ,M>ri  :  tfe'in.  if  they  sM<Mr!d  be  found,  to  tii'-'  ^ 

Sei,,  .M'eta'ivaLt*^n  iui.:  sciiool,  i  In  ih.c  li urfi^'d  liight  of  Mi'a  • 
breii  u  i  ioiv  knovvri  ,um1  d.iscin-   children  on  the  morning  ot  the  l  i'' 


was  known,  w.is  est* 
•accomnlidiment;'.  Alt  l/elongiti^..;  ti 


1.  I  >  1''* 


^)f  Mr.  Wri 
who  was  til 
vho  has  sir 
gnisheil  as 
Xew  York. 


Jawer,  tiic  John  Welle.^.  K<q.  of 
AiH)t!.er  party  of  sa".'ar:"s  sur- 


tonuded  thrt  residence  ol  ilcv,  Sar'uel  L'un.ap 


ter  about  ten  years  of  age  biaatu  ;  .'^;  e 
from  the  rest  of  the  fandly,  and  !- -1  5  .0 
the  Di:;ht  alone  ir.  the  wood*   When  the  luulh 


/ 
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<  r  w  .s  returiiiiis:,  with  her  other  childr'-n,  on  j  tivity  aniouf?  the  Indians  lie  had  entirely  for- 
tUf.  )"Jth,  under  escort  of  the  party  of  Anieri-  1  <rnttyn  the  i'^nc^liKh  lanc'naf.^e,  and  in  the  mean- 
cans  from  the  Fort,  sne  saw  this  daitijhtef  i  wdiile  had  h-ariied  the  iangnai^c  of  thts  JIo- 
whii-h  h;i(j  heen  s<'f)arated  from  her  on  the  day  |  hawks,  and  in  this  diah'ct  expressed  his  hap- 
[ireviouH  in  a  tit  ld  no  ir  by.  'J'tie  child,  when  j  piness  in  i'.'^' aiti  lueelinfc  his  mother,  from 
she  saw  the  soldieis  belomrinE;  to  the  party,  i  whom  he  liad  ho>cn  separated  since  they  were 
Hn»l  who  were  we  u  in,;x  blasikets  around  their  |  taken  prisoners  hy  the  Itidians  at  Ciier- 
^honl(ie^s.  siippost'<l  rhern  to  In.;  Indians,  and  1  ry  Valley.  Nesrotiatiotis  for  some  time  had 
ishe  a'j;ain  ht'd  to  the  forest — but  was  rapidly  j  been  pendin<;  to  efteot  an  e.-cchan^^e  of  prisou- 
jnu-siied  iiy  several  soldiers  of  the  party,  and  I  ers-the  American  authoiities  to  release  seve- 
was  overta!^'•'n  and  bronght  back,  arid  restored  i  r  d  prisoners  of  distinction  iipgn  con*iition  that 
to  the  joyous  euibr<ice  ut  her  mother  and  tht-  \  Mr>s.  Campbell,  etc.,  shonld    be  .cciven  np.  or 

returned — and 


love<l  ones  of  ttie  faniiiv.  Tlse  Indians  cap- 
tured, and  retained  as  prisoners  at  the  time, 
hetvv-een  ti)irty  and  forty  of  the  inhabitants  or 
i'licrry  Yalley;  an  uncertain  fate  awaited  tiiese 
K.-ay>tiv;'S--tiiroii;j;h  the  niirht,  Vvhich  was 
^loruiv  ani 


in  accordance  with  this  ar- 
ran^^ement,  Mr.s  dmpbell.  and  other  pris- 
oners, were  scut  to  Crown  Point,  and  in  a 
short  time  arrived  safely  at  Albariv.  Here 
Mi's.  Campbell  wa-,  joined  by  her  husband. 


rk.  afier  tbe  s  Lv;!'4es  commenced  i  Col   S.  Camptiei^l.  after  an  absence  of  two  year 
tbeir  return,  tiiese  prisonciS,   n;tn\  <if  wiiom 
were  ainio.-t  ei!tir<'ly  <lo>titute  of  ;ipcarel,  wt^re 


—and  the  whole  family  were  reunited*  Ti)^y 
iid  not  return,  however  to  Cheny  Valley,  tni- 
iratiH-red  anva-id  the  hres  wdiiclilhe  IrHiians  j  til  tlie  spring;  of  178-1;  they  arrived  at  t!ie 
kindleu    in  the  ndijstof   the  wihivvoods  '  once  deii?:htfid,  and  stdl  ])icturesqne  valley 


V  here   their  v-amp  v. 


ir;acle,  as  the  hril-  !  vvhich  had  long  lH?en  their  iiome.  only  to  lind 


hant  light  of  tlu-  tt  uvu's  were  bieu'led  in  fairy  j  the  ruins  of  their  former  prosperity,  and  the 
li'\e.  lant  istic  w;iy  with  tlx;  my^tjritu^s, gloomy  !  marks  yet  remaining  of  the  devastation  v.diicli 
,sh  uiows  of  the  forr>t.  while  the 
Indian  warriors  wJre  form^'d  into  more  distant 
.^,-(mp^ — tlie  whole   piesentii\g  a  scene  of  to- 
inatitic.  v.-icrd  ■jnteiv:.^t.  v/ho>e  gloou-sy.  hut  ar- 
tistic as'-ocial  ions  can  riot  be  Called  into  exist- 
u!ice  !>v  an  v  vf.ovt  ot  the  imagination,  but  only 
rec  dlfd.  l)v  hint  wi!o^e  memory  is  conversant 
with  similar  eiicampnieu ts  of  tlie  Lidia.n  with- 
in our    wiidvvoods.    'I'iie  prisoners  (iid  not, 
could  not  sleep  throM;^h  tliat  gloomy  night. 
On  the  niorniui:  of  tlie  >econd  viav  after  their 
<•  ipf  arc,  an  In  ii  111  Council  w  is  held,  and  it 
w.is  thiui  ih.'t-  riuiued  to  send  back  the  larger 
portiiJii  of  the  v>v.tneit  Jiud  chihii-eu   who  had 
l..c<-n  te.k-;u  privoners.    'J'iie  Imliaus  kept .  lu.w- 
e.ver.    Mts.  Campbe-il,  and  ahx^  y.  "Mrs.  Moore, 
to:u:th'-r  wile,  t aiei r  cid i  e?i ,  us  captives;  and 
tiK-v  at  once  pa,-»rd  du*.-a   thr:  ba.- aniehauna. 
then  alon:!  the  'i  i'-ga  river,  thence  across  to 
the  head  of  Senega   L  d;e.  and  :  long  the  e;ist 
>hore  of  this  lake  to  K  inada.>.'a-;e.  (an  Indivin 
<'.isth;  a  U:w  rail.-s  Iroin  the   i>resent   town  of 
(leneva.}     Mrs,  <\impbe!!.   and  her  ciiiidren, 
Clie  mother  of'  >ir-..  i/amp^hell.  tlie  aged  Mrs. 
Cameron,  who  w.is  an  isic'unl.rar!ce  in  travel- 
ing to  the   jmliaiis,  was  killed   by  a  savuge 
wi'th  a  blow^  of  his  toniidcawk.)  v.'ere  taken  by 
the  Iiuliaris  into  w.-stera  N 
kept  ;i.s  pri.  onns  le.  one  ot  the 
number  of  mouths-a,lliiouzh  th 
the  family  during  this  tuae  w 
fruiU  e.icti  otlier--iu 
70.  Mis.  Cainpbri! 
tors  to  Ni;r.r  ira,  wiu 


on 


♦  •hildrrn,  v.dh  the  e.Xve')ti.>n 
S  (aiuipi-'U.    In  .iune  17M».  .'rli..  ( 
was  sent  to  Montreal- here  she  found  her  na- 
ton,  who  luui  i'cer.  kept  by  the  Canyhm 


y^r,,  ithrauc  h  ot  the  M^^ixwh  ti 
U'as  now  acvcu  yea; a  olU—uud  ( 


ands  of  rude  i  had  swept  this  lovelv  region  in  the  autumn 
days  of  1778.  Jlrs.  Campbell  had  lived  to 
leach  tiie  age  of  ninetv  three  years— her  de- 
cease occurritig  in  18;J<h  btuj  vns  tlie  last  .sur- 
vivor among  the  womer\  of  the  Revolution, 
residing  in  the  section  near  the  head  waters 
of  tiie  iSusquehanna.  'i  he  son  who  had  t>o 
long  been  sej^arated  from  Mrs.  Campbell,  dur- 
ing tlie  painful  Indian  captivity,  and  had  been 
restored  to  her  at  Montreal,  has  f5!nce  been 
very  favorably  known  thioitgliout  our  laud  as 
the  Hon.  Jtimes  8.  C-;m[d>ell;  and  he  has  al- 
ready been  briefly  referred  to  in  a  p>revious 
chapter  of  this  sketcli. 

Col.  Camr)bell  returned,  with  his  family,  to 
Cherry  Valley  in  the  stiripc:  of  17r<l,  and'  to- 
ward the  close  o''  summer  he   construcred  a 
lirgdiou>e  on  Ids  faim,  a.-^  a  place  of  residence. 
Soon  alter  he  ha<i  moved  into  the  log  dwell- 
ing—for. on  his  first  return  to  the  valley  he 
had  ha.^tily  put  up  a  ruvie  cai)in  in  which  tfie 
lamilv  lived   uiitil  the  more  sulist.intial  lug 
building  was  erected  — he  received  infoiniatiou 
that  Gen.  WAsni.NG  roN  tlesiuncd.  and  would 
eie  long,  make  ajouno'y  t!:roU'_;ii  Cherry  Val- 
ley, .S>c.    Col.  Campliell  recv-ived  the  visit  of 
the  illustrious  \V.\>iii.N(iToN.  who  vv  is  accomp- 
anied by  Cov  ernor  Cieorge  Clinton,  Ceu.  Hand, 
Ltc,  witiiin  tlie   log   h.ouse  which  lie  had  re- 
ceuLly  brdlt;  raui  the  di.-tiiiguished  guests"  of 
this  wortliy  family  were  iiere  entertained  as 
i  well,  and  with  far  more  iXenerou.s  and  coidial 
fe(  l!ng,  tlian  tlicy  v.a^uld  have  been  in  any 
;  [(  dace  amid   tin-  couit       ihirojie.    Gov.  Clin- 
i  ton  sent  lor  a  Mr.  K>.>(HM-t  Shaidxiand.  who  wati 
i  ;i  re^i'ient  of  the  vieinity,  aiul   had   been  dis- 
j  tiugui^Su-d  in  the  limes  of  tiiC  Jh'voluliou  as 
!  one  of  tlie  most  e.unest  nrul  daring  patriots 
1  along  the  frontier;  and  the  bold  tMJiderer  soon 
'  cume,  aud  joiacd  iu  the  pleasant  du'crsious.oi" 


Voi  k.  anil  there 
le  'TriiH;?  tor  a 
memfiers  of 
J  fecparuted 
the  ensuing  bcason,  17- 
w.!s  t-.keu  bv  her  caj)- 
1  >h-  V,  <i.s  rr-.>t'Meii  to  her 


,  .James 
uupbell 


ibe.  dhit,  buy 
.ciin^  jui  cup- 
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the  party.  V,'heu  Cherry  Valh  y  was  attacked  I  Conner  ted  \Tith  Gen.  \Va.siiingt<)>*'s  visit. 'ni;*v' 
by  the  Indian'^,  and  destroyed'.  Mr.  [Shank-  he  deemed  ot  trivial  importance,  hy  many  p.;f- 
land  s  hon^e.  which  was  situat-.'d  in  a  re-mute  !  P<>ns;  nevertheless,  every  Ainevicao  l)(>K..ia 
part  of  the  settlement,  escaped  the  devastation  I  which  j^lows  with  the  warrnth  of  patriot isiir, 
that  awaited  all  the  hnildiii.ccs  within  the  vil- |  aiul  throl»s  with  emotions  of  cratitnde  as 
lage;  Mr.  Shani;!and  tied,  with  his  larr>ily  to!  recalls  the  £rl -rions  and  heinic  deeds  of  the  il- 
the  Mohav/k  Valley.  t)iit  returned  in  the^eii- j  rioiLs  Chief  of  the  Ht-volntion,  will-  dwtdl 
ensuing  vear  witttason.  Thomas  Shanklatid,  |  with  pleasure  upon  every  it  niinisenco  which 
then  fourteen  yearsvot  >v^e.  to  his  tormer  home,  j  can  lur  gathered  in  rei,Mrd  to  Wasiii.ngton,  and 
Soon  after  he  had  rt-^^lmed  residence  in  his  j  <^^l'(^t-'i'dly  every  one  connected  with  the  visro 
liotise,  the  Indiijns  ntatie  an  sittack  upon  it,  i  which  tlie  immortal  Hero  and  Sac;e.  whot^e  il- 
hut  he  bravfly  and  successtnllv  defended  this  j  lustrious  name  will  contniue  throu-h  all  time 
temporary  fortress  against  the  assault  of  the  I  tii<-' i^'^^^t  l^o^^red  representative  of  Ameri- 
Vavages.  The  Jntiians  then  hroiipht  com>.nsti-  \  trreatness,  had  made  to  oTir  own  region  of 
l)le  materials  and  placed  them  al.uut  the  hnnse.  !  country.  And,  this  scene  which  transpired  so- 
find  then  aj^plh-d  tire,  the  huildir.ix  was  soon  |  1*>".^'  'i^'^>  within  this  humhle  log-dwelling,  the 
couipletelv  cave!o})ed  in  names— irs  the  mean-  I  ^•'''^'''s  v.hich  w-ere  here  spokvn.  and  the  inci- 
wdiiie,  Ids' son  had  junvped  out  of  a  window  i  dents  which  here  took  place,  alTon!.^  us  a 
an<i  tied  toward  tlie'woods,  hut  was  captured  i  glimpse,  tiirou^h  the  vista  of  lon,^:  intervetdno: 
l.y  tlie  Indians  who  .snrnHinded  J  he  crumhlin-  vears.  of  the  aofual  life  of  the  men  who  with- 


domicil  up.ai  every  side.    Mr.   Snankland  el 
fected  I.  succes^Icd  escape.    At  this  lime,  dur- 
ing thf  visit  luaile  hy  (ien.  "W'.asuington,  the 
patriotic  cin(|   fearless  h<»rderi"r  wms  lerj nested 


in  a  I'liief  period  afterward  laid  the  fomulation 
ofonr  fiational  GoverDJDcnt  — and  fiijain  reveals 
to  vH  the  raaje-ittc  pre.^-ence  of  WASUiNnTON  : 

"For  thought  on  that  tine  brow  is  livin??  still, — 
loO'lcinu  far  ottinto  time, 


louunu  ;iv  nis   narative:        niir  — 

it  of  the  party.  Durimr  j  Such  strength  as  then  poses.scd  thee,  when  Ava.s 
iifN(;T!)N,  a  gun  to  which  j  Our  Ilceo  foundation.—when  the  fabric  shook 


to  give  a  narative  of  his  exploits  while  eng  iijed  '  ^'■""i!  t'-iou^ht,as 

.  ■        n-  .    '       1      ,•  ,    r  Casting  by  It-ar.  stw..,..  ..^L..  .^^..-.i.w,:, 

in  these  pp.rtizan  conth'  ts-and  whica  he  ac-  Nyi-^^.,!         iri  war  shook  vale  and  shore  and 
cordingly  duue  —  contrihutinir  J'V  his  narative!  hili- 
hiuch  tu  the  etijo\  nient 

tins  vi-it  of  Cell.  'A'ASiifNC   .........  ,  (^)nx- .-e'^p    

attached  njr:cii_  interest  in  connection  with  j  With\lK' wrathTufsVu'go  w  IC 
Teminicences  of  the  Revolntionarv  strutjorle,  I  brolcc, 

was  e.xluhited  to  the  party,  This  gnn  l-elon^^ed  p^'^^;"^^^^, ^'^^^'^  t5ie  blind,  wild  sea  was- 
tu  Mr.  Joseph   .Mayall.  a  patriot  resi^iincr       I  TifUik.^^thee:  Sucli  repose  thy  livin:^.forrn 
]..;iurens,  (n()w  included  as  one  of  the  towns  of  j  Wraiij.ed  rouuil.  I  hou  h  some  cluiuied  pa?- 
Ott^'go  Countv.)    Mr.  Mavall  had  once,  while  i       siou.  breukin- forrh, 
letaunug    tr^m  a  hunting  excrsion,  J^^^^'i^^^^'^^^^  ^'^^^  ^ 

^vith  a  [Kirty  or  tliiee  n-ien  wdiom  he  urxlertook  I  Yet  calmer,  nobler,  canr'st  thoa  from  the 
at  their  iccpiest,  to  p  !(.)t  acr<x-s  tS)e  Susi|ne-  i  storm."  Uurnt. 
lianna  liver,  wi)en  taking  advantaLre  of  his  I  Ocn.  WAsnrNGTON',  and  the  nccunpaning  party,, 
situation  wldle  thus  engaged  in  guiding  the  '  then  proceeded  to  visit  the  Otsego  Lake, 
hoat  over  t!ie  streauT,  they  took  [x  issession  of;  Tlie  Campbell  family  — tlie  dei,'endents  of 
Ids  gun.  MUtl  n  inoved  the  lock  from  it,  then  j  Col.  Samuel  Caniphcll  wlios  '  [u-rsonal  history 
infornud  him  tliat  he  must  go  to  (Jaiuida,  as  j  fills  such  im  interesting  episo.le  in  the  early 
their  pii.sotier.  The  p.ilriot  remonstrated,  l)Ut  1  anna's  of  Tryon  County— still  resiijeat  Cherry 
with'Uit  avail — antl  em  bracing  a  favoralde  op-  t  Valley.  I'V^iiu  th^,  carliesr,  seUlcmeut  of  trie 
]K>rtnnity,  hf  Seized  his  gun,  with  winch  he  i  region  lying  near  the  head  w.iters  trf  the  SlI^^--. 
struck  and  killed  one  of  the  party,  then  <lis- j  queh.Uiua,  it  may  he  justly  lemaiked.  tiie 
char^:ed  his  [si^'cr  ar.^1  wounded  another  of  tlie  I  members  of  this  worthy  iauniy.  i.o  the  sucress- 
eneiuy,  and  made  his  escape  from  the  other  I  i ve  L'encr  itiiuis  winch  come  and  tlun  p  i^s: 
loyalist.  'I'his  gnu  had  been  kept  as  a  nu'-  !  away,  have  ahv;iys  e.xcercised  a  comm  niding 
iiieiito  of  this  condii  t;  it  had  been  rui-c!i  shat-  I  j^.ubiic  intlueuce.  and  have  always  held  in  thy 
tered  in  the  encouirtfe  -  and  it  was  now  view(-d  !  relati(Uis  atike  of  social  and  piih!i<;  liff  an  en- 
l>y  Gen.  VVASniN»rro.N'  and  his  corup -.nions  in  i  viibj,'  ;tnd  Hi^tingnished  iiosiiiou .  'J'hell.'U. 
tl'iis  jouiney,  with  interest.  V.'ho-;  (b.-n  .  |  Wiilia.m  W  .  C.impheil  —  who  is  a  s;wi  of  lion. 
"Wash INC.  roN-,  and  his  party  were  stayiu'r  h'-re.  I  .bno'S  S.  Campi>ell  of  lu-vol ii I inna ry  fame — f 
C.ov.  Clinton  iueid-'iitally  ctciuirrd  of  Mrs.  |  rief-d  scarcely  s.iy  is  very  wildely  known  and' 
(Jampbell  iu  ff-Mi'd  (o  t  lie  iiumlif-r  i-t  hercinid-  '  estermed  tor  his  marked  integrity  and  varie.d 
nm.  ar>d  uj-->u  mforming  him  le>w  liiiu  v  >hf  !  t  deut^.  as  lie  i.s  indeed  justly  <li-.tiiiirui-d;ed  as 
h!;d.  the  (.biviie.r  adde.l  m  r'-p\y  — "th.  v  :,viil  '  ote'  (d'  t!:e  abb-st  io.>;r\  unt  only  of  the  r'-gi.'U 
lifdcedine  .s.d'i-eus  in  rim-."  and"  in  answer  to  i  or  the  Snv.pieli-tnria.  hut  also  of  the  Slate  of 
Ihi-  lemaik.  .Mrs,  Cunpbeil  s  ud  thit  ' 'sh  e  ;  N'e  w  V.  )•  i; .  ^i  r.  Caiupl'.  11  l;ad  a''<iu;r-d  a  v-1 1 
]u)i>ed  iier  et. entry  would  ne\-er  n-ed  fh>-ir  s-u--  !  uuuired  reputation  as  a  I  iwveroi  ;^olid  talents, 
vices"  ■ -wl'.cu  <  b  n  W  A^n r vn ro.v  m  idc  tlu- '  [.o.-ses  dag  vej  y  great  for-nsic  ;u  iicmeuts, 
<on.'|!!di!ii,'-  riunark.  "/  .  /  >n.  MirJnn,  /ir  '  not  h.>s  t  ban  e.\  teusi  v.- leeal  k  uov.dedge.  .\t\<\. 

J  h  ire  sce>t  tw-u^iii  of  war."    'J'lu-se  ihcidents  i  in  the  discharge  of  important  JiidTcial  dulici. 
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—  ill  iLf  ptrloniiiinct;  of  the  ar.iuous  labors 
coiuifvtud  With  his  tfun  .'IS  Jr,8ticHo{  ihu  Court 
*>t  Ai-pt-ul^  <ff  ilie  State  of  Nv.v  York,  Jud-e 
Crirnplicll  h;ui  evinced  rave  ahiiity  and  intey- 
lity,  and  fiiliy  cstaliiished  h\s-  f>ime  as  one  of 
tlie  soundest  and  iii!>^t  eiuiiient  Jurists  of  our 
SLitf,  Mt.  Camplitdl  had  !>}i<)vvn — previous  to 
tlic  ciirnmt^rici;uu-nt  of  his  [)riiliant  and  dls- 
t  inixnished  judicial  career — those  great  talents, 
a  nl  th  ir  ci uri ,)re!ieiisive  c  ist  of  intellect,  re- 
(jaisite  fi>r  the  successful  pursuit  of  the  His- 
tori  al  rese  irr'ne.s.  m  which  he  continut  d  to 
he  enp;age  1  l(;r  suiiie  length  of  time.  And,  as 
the  result  of  tliese  in vesfi;_^ntion.s.  ilr.  Catnp- 
hell  had  written  the  very  interrstiug  anr!  re 
liable  w(;rk  —  ^'AiinoU  of  Try  on  Counfy,"  which 
•was  publishe-i  in  ls;jl.  Kvery  page  of  this  His- 
t<>r>  giv»-8  evidence  of  careful  research — every 
*;eritence  alhu'drf  proof  of  rare  ability  hrrru2:hl 
to  the  task  of  its  preparation;  ti^e  autfiur  lias 
indeed  woven  one  of  the  fairest  rrarlands,  "arid 
in  vhich  he  has  twined  liowers  of  tadr-less 
bloom,  whuh  has  yet  been  contributed  toward 
that  inim j'.'IclI  wreatli  v/hose  festoons  adorn, 
with  th'-ir  trcshness  ainl  tlieir  beauty,  the  glo- 
rioius  'I  cMnplt?  id  Atacrican  History. 


'i"he  cii'i:  int  a,nd  pleasar.t  resilience  of  the 
lion.  Widiarn  W.  Can!;d.iel! — which  was  erect- 
ed uri'iu  tlie  site  (d  the  old  tamdy  ilansion 
Ih^it  li  kI  been  used  as  al'.ort  in  the  Revo!uti(jn 
— is  dcliirhtfully  situattMl  in  the  northern  pai  t 
(d"  the  vUiaL'i;  of  Cherry  Va  lley,  upon  the  pub- 
lie  roa  I  leading  to  the  Mohawk  V.illey.  I 
ju  ly  lierc  be  allowed  to  e.vpios.-  the  earnest 
wi.-ii.  that  the  wurthy  and  disting-uisheil  man 
wiio  has  his  residence  here,  and  whose  name 
ju'-tiy  gives  honor  to  this  place  which  has  al- 
Tv  lys  bi'v/n  his  home,  may  long  survive  to  en- 
joy, iti  the  evening  of  Ins  dav.s.  the  ricli  bless- 
ings of  bfe  whose  nnwe. tried  l,d,.ors  have  been 
gi\a-n  towaiib  advancing  the  knowledge,  and 
iiicri-.'ising  the  haiipin^-ss  of  his  fellow  men. — 
Si;' h  ati  aiile  and  truly  cm i m.-nt  career,  nuirked 
by  its  r;ire  use! n!  1  liCss,  which  has  thus  been 
qnii-rly  junsued  by  .Ju<!ge  (Janiphell,  is  indeed 
wortliv  of  ti)f  noldest  amidtiou — worthy  of 
th',;  most  e  u  n  -st  eia  il  ition. 

Tinu-  will  W'lt  permit,  nor  will  space  allow  a 
'■n_'^tifi'-r  auij  important 
d'uing  t'lC  Ih-voliition 
•an  1  u.trace  the  tragi- 
cal sicnes  or  rcjeattiio  b-irJul  legculs  con- 
iiided  Willi  thtr  tide-  boriivr  strite  which  had 
'igh  the  M.oh;.wk  V;Llh-y.  an^l  th'a>' 
.s  the  allied  lhiti->!)  and  Jn<ltans. 
Ihith.us  :;nd  fy  !h-ant,  made  fr.  ([ n  ul. 
tliroimlinnt  tne   Vf  us  of  177^,  '7'.', 


full  nar.ition  ot  itie 
events  which  occurri 
in  Trvon  Coiiiity;  Ui 


.«;wept  thr^ 
Schoh  ti  le 
I.mI  by  tlu 

i(t';iir>ion.- 

\^<>  't! 

iMg  ;o 
and  i 
idling 
t.'iiii) 
hir.' 
oJ  tie 


I  *Sl  into  this  ex'-ndv, 
d  d.  >:ol;iting  tlie  lr',mli.-r 
ai  i  aro'.isi  v  m  -aci  ciug  lie 
all  tlic  i.m-dcrs.  As  o, 
c  m  inner  in  wldch  this 
iS  w.iged  au'-dnst  the  unyie 
Ib-voliiti  n-  a   band  of 


iiumbering  fc-i;iiie  i'-O  J  warrior; 


tack  upon  Cohleskill,  killed  twenty-two  of  iLs 
inhabitants,  besides  taking  forty-two  prison- 
ers, and  then  plurtder  ai  and  burned  the  set- 
tlement.   Vv'hile  this  expedition  was  in  pro- 
gress, difTerent  cortions'  of  the  Si.\  Nations, 
upon  the  same  day.  April  18th.  177^.  also  made 
savage  attacks  upcsn  the  American  settlements 
at  Canajoharie,  at  btone  Arabia  and  at  Scho- 
harie— burning  the   houses,  taking  p>risonors 
and  killing  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  were 
unable  to  escupe,  within  these  respective  liam- 
j  lets.    During  the  months  of  iMay  and  June  of 
I  this  year,  1770,  particularly,  the  mo-t  rnth- 
I  less  warfare  wms  prosecuted  against  the  settle- 
I  ments  along  the  iSusqrienanna  and  the  Dela- 
i  ware,  and  in  Ulster  County,  culminating  in 
j  the  battle  and  m  issacre  at  Minrdsink  upon  the 
}  20th  of  July,   177i^    A  party  of  sixty  war- 
I  riors,  and  twenty-seven  tories  disguised  as  In- 
I  di-ans,  led  by  ilie  jMohawk  Chief,  Brvnt,  ar- 
!  rived  in  the  vicinity  (tf   Minnisink  on  the 
!  evening  of  the  lych,  of  July,  1770,  and  wait- 
j  ing  until  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  were 
I  wraped  in  slumber,  the  Mohawk  Chief  thea 
tnade  a  sudden- and  fierce  attack  upon  the  set- 
tlement, setting  lire  to  and  burning  the  dwell- 
ing houses  above  their  sleeping  inmates,  mur- 
dering helpless  women  and  children,  and  tlien 
ravaged  the  place,    i^oon  as  inteligcnce  of  thitj 
raid  liad  reache<l  Goshen,  a  Militia  forc-e  of  ■ 
one  hmidred  and  forty  nine  men  were  imrnc- 
iliatciy  mustered  in  Orange  County,  and  gav3 
rapid  pursuit  to  the  retreating  enemy,  whom 
they  overtook  upon  the  second  day.  Brant 
succeeded  in  leading  the  Americans  into  a  par- 
tial ambush,  and  Irom  the  ad v;uit;igeor,3  posi- 
tion which  the  Iroqi;o:s  Chief  had  ci>osen,  a 
deadly  fire  was  rolled  upon  tiie  ranks  of  the 
active  borderers,  from  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
morning  until  iliesunh  ul  sank  behind  the 
western  hiiis,  wdien  the  aiimiunition  of  the 
patriots  failing,  they  were  placed  almost  com- 
[)!etely  vvdtldn  the  power  (.ft  their  cru-'l  adver- 
saries.   Tlie  Americans  iiad  Io-,t  a  large  num- 
ber during  the  desperate  coniiict  ;  seventeen 
men  who  wern  wounded,  though  they  appealed 
for  mercy,  were  inst.irith-  mas^  irrev-d;  Brant, 
himself  buvyifig  Ins  t(un.  hswk  in  tiie  brains 
of  the  brave,  hut  wounded  Col.  Wi.^fuer  ;  and 
out   of   tlie    entire   force.    14.',    which  harl 
imirclied  from  Orange,  only    thirty  etlccted 
their  escape,  and  retui-nt-d  to  tdi  or  the  deatli 
of  thi'ir  compa,n?ons  in  aims     These  contin- 
ued aii<l  feaifnl  atrocities  weie  the  uje.-rns  of 
aw  ikeniiii.:  as  J  had  sui:gesred  m  ;in  ear!}-  cha[>- 
ter  c>f  this  sketi  li--th  it  full  and  terrible  retri- 
bution vvtdch  Sullivan's  expodit i;  n  h  td  vi,-,ited. 
erion,  bum-  i  upon  the  Iro.inois  d^iring  its  march  through 
sei  i!e:uenls.  i  t la;  Clicmufig  and  ."-enci.a  Lake  \'alb'ys.  The 
inhabitaids  ,  Six  Nations  h  (d  met  witii    comi'lete  dcfe.it: 
■tiiur,'  of  the  '  winch  in  eUcct  actually  dismemberr'd  their 
luthiess  waa--  j  time  hi/iiorcd  Confederacy,  at  tiie  baitie  o!  the 
'Ming  [ia!ii'>ts  i  C.ieuiung;  still,  the  Indi.m,-,  cherished  an  in- 
thc    IriKpiois,  1  piacahlc'  [>uri)ose  (.)f  revenge,  and  |vu  ties  con- 
tuade  an  at-  j  \l.iued  to  ruv.^ge  the  lloliawk  and  Schoharie 
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c'vuitiy  until  vJIq-T'  the  t-nnitiatirm  of  the  } 
v.;ii--  Tiiiis  Sir  .L.,]ai  Jol.ri.son..  iu.'ooiiipanied  > 
Lv  a  n.rr-  ut  TOO  uf'lhe  ailic.l  Uriti^ti  ami  In-  \ 
u\au.-;.  in  iho  !ui:htii  or  rsLiv.  17S0,  eun  r<.- I  tiiu  ] 
M<  !ii\\ri  \';L;k'y.  ;it  rr.i'liiiu-;it,  lUi'l  w  t:i  tirn,  ! 
T  t:c  k  nLMlvu'i^-khil'e.  ( l^  - ) i:\ r I 

i     >  _  t ;  i- u;vii  r  ^.     Sniuattrr  tliis  tbrru}' In  the: 
.vk   v.i::i.'y.  Siv  Joha  JuhnsMn,  ;ii  cun-  : 
II. ...ail  o:' several  C()'i!:Ku\ifs  (-t  r  ;j.'.;i:irs,  r.iM.rclin 
j'r'^'iu   Os^vcir<:>  t'.>    tiie  Sus'i nuh.niua,   and  at  i 

tribe:- ot"  ui'j  Lr  :  wiio  were  led  1.}  'J'hv'ei- 

de'i'i'^'M  ;uul  ly-i  i.-i!"  liM'r.  'i'lie  ewiiiliiiivd  tVe-ce,  : 
;ifiiO!ll!Ciu:^^  to  >■  !  ;  •  \  '.■■'.)  ^n'J\L.  ^iip'^died  with; 
ihrec  !>ie'.;c-.->  <.H' '  ii  1. 1  !e' y.  .'vc;..  iheu  prei.'e'.ded  I 
aloiig  the  e:ir.leni  I'l-.wa-ijes  u{  tlie  Se-i^n^dKUia  ' 
to  I  he  S.Im.S  ir:e.  ■.■lA  vutciin-  thi>  feui'e  re-  : 

vi-.-.i.  wid'.-i  h  A  .:.  t  i  ell  ••■el  tied  A-'Hlt  17I-, 
Til'  -       •■.!iy.  c-  •  '  e;  tie  if  v.-i>i-k  i.l  rapine 

;  t   ie_;:il;.dl.    i  ■  '  .    ;  1  V-'>.   leluor-;;;!  >  d}'  , 

tI-j--o..ite'.l  its  =1  •  .  i  '  ii  ^  -  :i...i;ieiii--.  b-arniii^'  ; 
vari^,'iis  lianre-',-  i.m  j  ../e^ui  ;l;e  y, 
f^.'icreiri!.;  t!ie  iniuileitiuit.-;,  ceo.  ;  and,  iveuii  tiiO  ; 
isth.  til!!  inaru'jders  commenced  tlieir  vsak 
of  «.lc-v:>-l;!t-:..!i  i.l.ee:  the  Jioluwvk  valley, 
every  diw  .  iy;;:r  i;;.,  -!  eitlier  i^Id.e  of  t];e  river, 
a-;  far  a:^  i-''jvt  flmu,  \va.s  luviied,  und  tlio  pa- 
triots of  Ihi?  re^ie-n  were  ai;uiii  sul'jecled  to 
the  terrihle  orde.-il  of  Ind/iaii  mar^sacre,  to 
whieli  til'-;  soitlei.s  of  .this-  lovely  valley  were 
so  often  d'j.iiueil.  I  iiave  tliu.s  iciven  detached 
inil'incci^  of  the  horder  warfare  of  Tryou  cnr.uty; 
the  fail  hi^to^y  of  tliis  s<ingui]iary  stuii^.ii^le 
wouM  require  volurue.s.  'I  he  Hildas  of  gold — 
the  God  who  reeelve.s  sr.eli  uuiversal  worship — 
hov/ever,  'had  pro^ered  twc-uiy  dollars  for  tiie 
scalp  of  every  friend  of  the  American  cause, 
whetiier  of  l^.elpless  M'omen  or  of  innoeont 
childrt;),  wir  'i         •ava'j.-i-s  C'l'ald.  tear  I'rdm 

Ihj  M'-e.i;  ;  ;  f   :  !.;  :  ci  iheif    UiUrde::  '!  viiliu.S 

j\-id  lei'.  :  i  )  U;e  iaiii-ii  (.uictrs.  thus  makiiii: 
til  ^e       i![i,hc  uiap-^aei-e.^  a /■',■■:. /'  /.'/:■  t,iii.- iiie>s  ; 

-v,  e''  'I  lie,','   eve; \  •■  'ja-rV'id'^,    a:id  \.l;!eh 

aeie..\.s  a';i  .a-'iiin  t.;V..r,-  ei .  i,-y  ai  -  •  t  !;.it 
'•niake.s  it  pi.v,''  the.-e  airueitie.-  i'-:;. milled 
Ly  th'- .-a\-.'....(s  we-.e  enlirely  ja>ti;'.  i'de  ewi'l 
comui'-ielil.'e,  a  111  l\)<:  :e  ;  es  r-hoiilvl  aeeonK 
ia-ly  l-e  cmouk-.-d  a.s  . 

Ill  all  theh'.rd  r  v..iii.i:e  v.'e'a  !i  the  Iroquois 
!i  1  w,i.;,'eil  auai'.ist  t;!e  patiiut.i  of  the  UeVO- 
Iraie'ii,  in  the  ruLhi'..^-  :a!.".ek  wld^li  laul 
heea  Ui.ade  iipi  ip.  t'-a;  .■^i  i '.lere'-ais  at  ria;dill,i. 
S  iratc^  i,  (  i.i  !i,au  1  i  it-^,  W'yi.e.iie-..-,  •< 'iierry 
V.dh.'}'.  >'  hi'i,a.  ie,  ^;i-d>iuk  aiei  '  ■i■^•e^  e'eii\;y, 
iu  a-aa'id  Uie''  \,  ilk  the  beii'.f  of  tie.  la-.rinl 
tie;  K.  '.•"k.di-.M,  liad   wituessi 'd  aai.d  wiio 

ii  I  i  >a;e  I'.i  liea-e   >eeae:;  e  f  Id' 'd  and 

(lev...-tal  e'M,  .IS  Well  as  lie.-  eei'.eairiM  te-li- 
ineii  V  ef  ,d  i  I  lie  e  1 ;  ;  1  d>  t  > 'iia :  i  ei  *i;-kivi>- 
lutioa.ry  v: .  'l-elo;!,  le.aea;.',  M:u-.  a.Lll , 
O.e,.  TiiN  ae.  a  '  -  .>  (  Lhaiit.i  was  Ihe.  "liead 
;iri  1  tiiv  iiiM.i  tie:  ;in tuiatiii,:^:  ni;a-ti  r-s;iirit. 
II.  U.  S.  lu'"l'aaii,  l.k.i>..  who  had  uiaiie  the 
^no-\  e.\leii>i\t-  aial  eiaherate  re>e,'a-chc.s  rC; 


spectinc:  the  character  and  history  of  the  In- 
d'e-.n  raee.  t:;ns  refers  to  Ifrant  :        He  posses- 
sed, ill  pei  i'eetKMi  all  the  <ahrlcty.  suhterfu-e, 
art.  and,  when  he  gTasped  the  tomahawk  i:i 
active  war.  all  the  erui-ity  of  the  forest  gav- 
a-re."  ('-History  of  the  Tmliau  tribes  of  the 
U.  S.,"  A'ol.  ;i..  pa'^'e-  LiSl.)    It  may  also  be 
'aention'ii,  that   v/hiUt  the   writer  of  this 
si;' tch  w  K  pru.-^'eejiin.:^^  under  authority  i>i 
ti';>      it.;  irovernnient,  sva-veys  in  Vrestern 
New  Y(_e-!;  duriniT  the  seas'^n  of  18dl,  and  be- 
ire,  en:'e''d  i.n  tiie.-^e  la!>ors  for  simie  <Iays 
u'.;on  tlie  lu'llan  lleservations  locateil  in  that, 
svietioi^,  T;ie-  op'porrunity   ^vas   jilTordeil  of  it 
lencifidty  i.nterview  and  eon^-ersation  with  th.i 
(ii^;tinL,-aished  and  venerablf^  Sncl.tciu  of  the 
Si;!u  re,s,  (jov.  rdac'csnake,  wiio  IkuI  piarticip^a- 
t'  '!  V.  hen  a  youn.;-  man,  in  the  French  and 
lii'iian  v,-,;is,  aral  al-^o  in_  the  various  incnr- 
ii?re,,  praticidarly  at   Wyoi.iivi,  {\<>  co.nnecteil 
with  flic  J  iJ'lian   v,ai/are  wa;.,ed  a'j;ainst  our 
fi''.)  itieis  iia.rin'.;-  the  iN-.-volutioiuiry  v/ar.  I'ids 
cndMeUl,  cliief  of  the  Iroquois,  at  the   time  oi;' 
Oiir  iati.  r\ae\v,  leul  reachcal  the  extraonliuar}- 
aye  of  one  iiundre-l  ari'l  seventeen  yeais,  and 
he  v.-as  pri.d_)ably  the  latest  survi\a)r  anujnp:  all 
wiiv)  h-id  fallen  part   in  lie.;  eie_;"-uren)cait  ar 
Wyomim^,  in  tlie  m"Mii  of  de.!y,177S;  a.rel 
aliluu'..,di  he  luul  been  en,i;-  i;;ed,  t>».iellier  \\  idi 
the  rest  of  iiis  nation,  in  the  expeditioi^.s  on- 
ducted  a:';ai')st  t!ie  patriots  at  tl)c  p'criod  of 
the  Kevolution,  the  venerable  ciiief  coriversed 
very  freely  and  fidiy,  for  the  space  of  seveial 
hours,  m  respect  to  the  anti(]uity  of  the  abuii- 
ginal  race  uipoui  onr  continent,  the  history  of 
the  lioqiu/is,  th.e  u-ar p'ffhs  which  they  had 
openeil  Llui  iie;  tiic  w  ir  of  f  lie  len-cdulion  ;  aial 
from  th"  accee.nti  whi.-li  this  nrre'l  and  < mi- 
ncnt  Saele  in  irav'."  of  Urant,  the  early  histo- 
liansef  lie.;  KeVikitien,  as  well  as  the  poet 
l':Laipbell  in  the  {yi'^ts  of  "Geitrufle  ot  ^^'Ja..>- 
min:;-,"  have  but  justly  and  trutlifuily  de- 
sen  bjd  the  character  au'l  the  car-  er  ef  th:- 
aeeuiiii)Ii.^l:ed  bat  crr.el  chief  of  the  M.danvkr--. 
as  •'  tiie  .Aloester  Urant."  — (lov.  ^.lac!^^na 
hi  leid>'\a;d  tlie  ituv-^t  ainple  faeiiiiies  to  be- 
C'.aiia  L'/!i  Vers  uit  \sdth  the  \-arious  move::.a-nts 
and  h".-'.i;e  e-:er,!.-;i.,ee;  ,,i  t!;e  IroqU"i.-.  and  to 
knuw  by  whtau  tii.;v  v.ere  led.    lb-  h  id.  at  an 
early  d;i^e,  -i-  eb;.  i  S-ae'C^f^.  held  a  posi- 

tion (n  •-;a'  at  ;iial  ee.nntdliu-:  inibienee  aniein;- 
,  the  v.aua  r-i  'if  his  nnt'i'n,  ;fd  had  ie.'_'/<>eia  ted 
;  a  treat}-  u  iih  I'r.  -iiu-i!;:  \>'.v^a  inoi<  >x.  :i;;d  ha  1 
aff.  i-v.-.ird  heel  e  e,;,'i-e!.e(.s  ill  relation  to  the 
:  a.u  bus  ef  tiie  Si.-s.  Nati'eis,  and  with  >ever;d 
'  other   Tre^idents,  as,  .Juiin  A'.laUis,  Jacbs'.)n, 

j  !  ii.id  calb  d  ([-.i  :■■  e,ii  !y  in  the  mcrninu-ofa 
ipbi-iSUifc  IKtoler  (!:-}-.  to  sei;  tids  Veieaabk 
{  ebiei,  at  ies  levid'  ne'e  uifiiM  the  n:ai'.  e  and 
'  VeL  e.ii  ie.-.ilvrti  haa'Sl--,  b.iOieuli  v^lii.ii  llo.\ed 
I  the  w.ileis  lb"  n.  b!'-  Al'e:, my  uver.  v\bib 
i  tow,rrd  t!e_'  v.e.-t  m.;-  view  Wev  iiudli.-d  by: 
!  ni  ijesl  ie  r,iu„le  .el  ineuuladn-^,  v.hie-h  v,'..re  Co 
1  v.eied  willi  lu^;urui,nL   \vildsvLM><is,  novi  tin'-TCn. 
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with  the  golden  hues,  aad  the  ciinison-tintcd 
magniticciice of  autur.m.  The  aireJ.  claef  coukl 
only  ref;aU  with  some  eii'oit,  an<l  ijuito  s-lowly, 
the  letuini^ceuces  coauectcd.  witii  the  foruier 
glory  of  the  Iioquois  ;  and  as  he  thus  rehited 
the  traditions  connected  ".vith  the  history  of 
his  natiun,' — who,  within  his  own  time,  "had 
been  the  sole  pOfsessurs,  the  monarchs,  of  all 
the  broad  lands  west  of  the  Hudson,  bat 
wdiich  lie  had  lived  to  see  acknowledge  the 
Kway  of  another  power  and  anotiier  race.  His 
jumd,  at  int'^i'-als,  seemed  to  be  drifting  out 
from  the  siiores  of  mortal  life,  until  it  seemed 
almost  laying  hold  of  the  bemtiful  existence 
and  King  of  the  Iroquois  h  id  '^vinvcd  his  pre- 
of  the  spirit-land.  The  disiin:j,ui^i<.ed  Sachem 
IVrenc^j  to  narrate  the  annals  and  traditions  of 
the  days  of  lilt  lo^r  power  and  ,c-eacness  of 
liii  nation,  mainly  in  the  Indian  dialect  :  and 
an  Indian  m.iid  •!!,  of  souje  fifteen  summers, 
v.'ho  had  rec-.ivril  the  rudiiuenis  of  education, 
became  Oiw  intci  [)ret.;r.  'J'liis  Indian  mai<l 
had  tid^eii  a  s  jat  upon  a  rude  lounge  or  couch 
near  the  Chief,  arnl,  attired  in  tlie  graceful 
ne;4lic;ence  of  tlic  Indian  costume,  her  loveli- 
ness ani]  bcaity  miulit  v;ell  rival  that  posses- 
sed by  the  fair'-st  maid  o:  European  race— and, 
with  the  e.\.ce[»tion  of  a  more  brilliant  hue  of 
the  dark  tresses  which  ilowed..  unround  her 
necl:  and  bosom,  and  of  a  deeper  tint  to  that 
rosy  glow  which  flushed,  too,  oyer  her  bosom 
and  l.ci;  fair  cheek,  tins  bt-autiful  child  of  the 
forest  could  not  ha\  e  been  distinguished  from 
the  fairest  huly  who  witliin  our  ov.n  proud 
h.dls,  wanders  thiou.;h  the  ma::y  labyrinth  of 
til';  dance,  llie  hoars  iiad  lied  by  halfnneon- 
S'd'.'.Ksly  wi  ile  tlie  aged  chief  thus  related  the 
niytlis  of  Indian  loi  e,  and  the  rays  of  the  set- 
tin.g  ;~un  WLic  already  tinging  with  soft  and 
nv  ;!  1  lA'ii.'Tice  t!ie  crimson-tinted  rnoiin- 
l  un  l.ue.-t,  ere  we  had  rested  from  that  long 
dioii,  aui.l  I  had  turned  to  examine 
.-I  ds  whiL-h  the  chief  had  reC'  ived 
.■.-.■•d  uit  \\'asi!1N(;to^-,  and  other  Presi- 
Ihi  with  varioi.-:  ra.  nieidoes  which 
■r.-a  i'..'.d  r(dieioa<ly  pic -rrved.  In  the 
ill'.',  tl;  f  lir  ludi  m  miiden,  re[)osing 
>  nidc  lotnigi",  had  hdlen  asleep, 
■V  r.iven  h;ur  sjemed  t  )  cluster  more 
S'.'ftlv'  roun  l  lur  m  ck  and  bosom,  and  her 
ciicuk  at  tit!U.  ;  \n  as  Hushed  with  a  deeper,  ro- 
.-i'.-r  L^'lyw 
tidTehii. 
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eras  of  time  wdiich  continue  to  roll  in  ceaseless, 
course,  th.in  any  wtitten  page  can  do  ;  this-, 
s;ene,  if  it  were  embodied  in  the  wrapt  and 
glowing  beauty  which  lies  yet  unshaped  in  the- 
niajhle  block,  w^ould  most  truthfully  picture-- 
t!;e  history  of  the  hunuvn  race  as  our  genera- 
tion pas.>es  away  only  to  give  place  to  ariother- 
m  a  secceeding  age,  and  would  iudeed  present 
a  re/<fihon  of  the  scenes  of  life  as  they  were 
grouped  in  the  earliv'st  times,,  even  when  the 
first  inhabitants  of  earth  yet  lingered  near  the- 
lost  Gardens  of  Eden,  in  the  shadow  of 

"  The  immortal  trees  which  overtop 
The  clierubim.  defended  b-attlements." 

An  Cil'ort  has  been  made  in  late  years  to. 
gloss  over  the  crimes  committed  by  Brant ; 
!  but  the  Mohav/k  chief 

"Ilath  murdered  sleep," 
nor  be,  nor  any  of  his  apoh\Ln"sts,  can  lay  the 
haunting  spirit  wiiich  througli  all  future  time 
shall  bring  against  his  n  imc  the  execution  of 
thoie  deeds  which  shall  i-taiup  Ids  reputation, 
with  the  blacke&t  infamy — this  accusing  Siiirit, 
as  if  it  were  one  whieh  erst  h.ad  inhabited  the 
living  form  of  s<:)me  victim  of  the  massacre  of 
Wyoming,  or  elsewhere,  will  not  now  avaunt 
at  human  bidding,  but  will  ah'x  an  indelliblo 
blot  u[)on  his  fame,  aiul  like  Batiquo's  ghost, 
will  forever  echo  the  words  of  retributive 
doom  : 

"Sleep  no  more  to  all  the  house." 

Whilst  Butler  had  been  the  acknowdedgcd 
leader  of  the  tories,  Thycndenagea  was  also 
the  well-known  instiiMtor  and  leader  of  the 
savages  in  their  incursions  and  cruel  massa- 
crcs--and  fnom  thehntifd  wdth  widch  he  pur- 
sued the  patnots  <jf  tluVUt-volution,  he  seemed 
■an  impersMuihcation  of  Attihi. 

It  w  ill  be  ailruitted  that  the  friends  of  Amc- - 
rican  Indepenth?nce  living  in  Tryon  county, 
in  orner  to  atVord  any  jirotection.  to  themselves 
and  f;i!nilies  against  the  comuineil  attncks  of 
tiie  torie-^  and  the  indi;ins,  or  to  conquer  in 
this  une(;ual  contest  with  tneir  allied  enemies, 
must  be  umler  the  military  command  of  an. 
]  able  and  efucient  oflicer.    Gen.  Herkimer  had 
1  the  immediate  command  of  the  Tryon  militia 
I  in  the  earlv  part  of  the  war.  ami  prec-ding 
I  his  deceasG  in  1778.    Gen.  Phillip  Schuyler, 
I  an  able  and  judicious  oiliecr,  was  a,ssi..:ned  to. 
i  the  chief  Command  of  the  Xoi"iicrn  Dcpart- 
!  ment,  which  cmliraced  Tryon  idinty.  ^:cc.,  and 
'  the  ev'vi  ■.:etic  manner  in  \\l;i..  !i  lie  had  orga- 
ii:x.,'d  iii.'  p  itrioL  miliiia,  and  i-y  his  prom[)t 
\  ami  skill  'id.  riiovemonts  di>eoncevted  the  com- 
l  suece^s!■uUy  r.-si.-tcd  the  attacks 
enemy,  the  Ameriraiis  w^ere  en- 
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was  sent  dovv-n  Lake  Guurpo,  in  17 oS,  and  -was  i 
near  Lord  iiowt-  vvhcii  that  nobleman  fell,  i 
'In  17C3,  Col.  Schuyk-r,  toi^othcr  with  George} 
Clinton,  and  Nathaniel  Woodhal!.  of  Long  j 
3'sland,  were  nietnbers  of  the  CoIoni;iJ  Assem-  { 
hly,  and  niOt;t  ably  and  fearlessly  advocated  i 
the  rights  of  the  colonies.  Selinyler  pre- j 
.ssnted  a  series  of  resolutions  anirming  the  I 
riglits  cf  the  colonics—  and  although  they  were  j 
not  passed,  the  British  majority,  in  the  power  i 
iWhich  it  had  previously  exercised,  was  elfec-  i 
tually  broken.  In  the  Second  Conc^ress,  which  j 
'met  in  the  month  of  May,  1775,  ^Ir.  Schuyler  ! 
.took  his  place  as  one  of  the  delegatcrs  from  I 
Kew  York.  V/ashington-  and  Schuyler  were  j 
both  members  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  \ 
assigned  the  di.'ty  of  preparing  "  Rules  and  : 
Jlegulaticiis  for  the  G  overnment  of  the  Army"  | 
and  from  their  association  as  members  of  this  ! 
•committee,  a  mutual  esteem  and  friendship 
was  formed,  v/hich  coniiuued  to  strengthen 
till  the  ci'K^c  of  life.    Upon  the  19(h  of  June, 

1776,  Sciiuyler  wa.s  appointed  by  Congress  to 
.an  active  command,  and  v.-as  a-stgaed  the 

rank  of  third  ?laj.)i  General  in  the  Army.  In 
the  month  of  September,  in  the  .«ame  year, 
acting  under  tlie  instructions  for  tl'e  invasion 
of  Canadu,,  Gen.  Schuyler  proceeded  v;ith 
Gens.  rvLonti:  iniery  and  Wooslt;r  as  tar  as  the 
Isle-au-Xoix,  and  upon  his  arrival  here,  in 
consequence  of  lim  severe  ilhj':;ss  of  General 
Schuyler,  the  chief  command  of  the  expedition 
devolved  upon  Gen.  llontgoniory.  In  Decem- 
ber, 177-5,  Gen.  !\Iontgomery  received  instruc- 
tions to  disarm  the  lories  living  within  Tryon 
.county,  and  he  pcriurmed  this  labor  with 
mueh  better  success  than  the  arduous  nature 
of  tije  duties  which  it  enjoined  hal  promised.- 
'While'Gen.  Schuyler  held  cuuunan.d  of  the 
Northern  Dej)artraent,  during  the  sunin)er  of 

1777,  Gun.  liurgoync  inva  led  our  country 
from  tiie  Xorth,  with  a  well  ap})oio(ed  mili- 
tary force  of  ten  tho'isand  nu  n,  wliich  was  de- 

•  gigned  to  co-ojirrate  wirh  a  large  force  \nider 
the  commaii  1  of  St.  Leger,  which  had  already 
inv.id'xl  the  Meha\\k  valley,  together  with 
another  army,  which  it  was  ex;x.cted  Sir 
Henry  Clintun  would  lead  from  the  South,  and 
thus  crush  the  country  with  this  single  niove- 
liient.  Gen.  Schuyler  made  the  most  active 
preparations  to  meet  the  in\'adtng  I'litish 
army  ;  and,  in  the  meanwhile,  he  .^-kilfully 
olisiriictcii  and  rctardf*!  its  march  into  the 
interior  by  impeding  the  navigation  of  st  revim-j, 
lend'jriug  th^'  roads  alm(>st  nej.nssable,  suc- 
•CessfuUy  g.L!:h(u-ing  pr<)vi>i(>iis  and  military 
stores,  and  \vas  fi>t  raliyir.g  themilitia  aromnl 
the  Amt;ri'  :in  llai:,  pn  paratory  to  making  an 
attack  upon  the  invading  arnn',  wldch  slK)Uid 
result  in  c<  rtaiii  li  lurnpii.  However,  in  the 
month  of  Ar.::\i<,  C,<  n.  Sehnyb-r.  wlnU-  en- 
gaged in  arduiuis  exertions  \sii;t.h  jTOiuisdl 
,eaily  ami  com})leto  bucce.-s,  was  superseded  in 
xomiuaTul  by  G;Ues.  'J'his  chau'.;:;  \va,s  ren- 
.dered  neces^iary,  Chief  Justice  ^-iaith  di  re- 


marks, as  a  "sacrifice  to  the  prejiulices  of 
New  Lngland."  The  renioval  of  the  ablest 
and  most  skillful  generals  in  the  army,  fi-om 
command,  had  also  been  made  in  other  in- 
stauces  daring  the  Ilevolutionary  war— in  the 
war  of  1812  with  Great  Ih-itain— and  in  the 
late  civil  war  in  which  our  countr}'  was  en- 
gaged to  crush  the  rebellion  ;  and,  in  all 
these  instances,  the  removal  of  patriotic  and 
eriicicnt  nnlitary  men  by  superiors.,  who  were 
entirely  unacquainted  with  the  strategical  re- 
quirements of  war,  has  been  instrumental  in 
postponing  the  triumph  of  our  arms.  In  tins 
instance,' the  energy  of  Gen.  Schuyler  had  laid 
the  foundation  for  the  important  victory  at 
Saratoga,  Gen.  S-chuyler  was  elected  to  Con- 
gress in  1777,  and  was  re-elected  to  till  the 
same  position  for  three  sivccessive  terms.  In 
17S7,  Gen.  Schuyler  was  chosen  as  a  Senator 
from  New  York,  and  aldy  represented  our 
State  in  the  first  Senate  of  the  United  States  ; 
and,  in  1707,  he  was  again  deputed  to  the 
L.  S.  Senate.  General  Schuyler  continued  to 
reside  at  Albany,  in  tlie  elegant  family  man- 
sion built  in  17bO-01,  v.diere  he  hospitably  en- 
tert.iined  distinguished  guests  from  Europe,  as 
well  as  the  humble  and  poor,  equally  ^vit;l 
the  eminent  men  of  our  own  land.  Vrithin 
this  numsion,  the  I'aroness  kcidesel,  J.aFay- 
ette,  Steuben,  and  Kochaml)eau,  at  various 
times,  had  been  courtecuisly  entertained.  G^m. 
Schuyler  died  in  the  .-^utumn  of  1801,  closing 
an  eventful  career,  in  whieh  he  had  been  dis- 
tinguished alike  as  a  military  man  and  as  a 
civilian,  and  his  decease  orcasioncd  deep  sor- 
row and  mourning  throughout  our  land. 

I  luxvc  thus  sketched,  incidentally,  the  more 
important  events  which  marked  the  border 
warfare  of  the  Revolution,  and  of  wdiich  Tryon 
county  was  the  priticipnl  theatre, — as  amid  its 
hills  and  along  its  .valleys  luid  been  enacted 
those  scenes,  which  form  one  of  the  darkest 
tra^edies  of  all  time. 

In  giving  an  outline  of  the  hintory  '  i  tlio 
region  bordering  the  licad  waters  ot  the  Sus- 
quehanna, beside  the  information  which  1  had 
received  from  ilr.  "Willard  Cheney,  who  had 
been  one  of  the  early  residents   of  Otsego 
county,  and  the  facts  derived  from  the  ag<-d 
chief  of  the  Senecas,  who  had  participated  in 
the  Iroquois  incursions  at  Wyoming,  and  at; 
various  places  in  Tryon  county,  1  have  also 
deriveii  ;dd  in  consulting  several  valuable  his- 
torical v.orks,  as  "Annals  of  Tryon  Co.,  by 
j  Wm.  W.  Campbell"  ;  -'Jonrnals  of  the  Legi-^- 
!  lative  (.\un;cil  of  N.  Y.,  1091  to  177o,"  4to.  ; 
I  "  Historical  Collections  of  the   Ks.m\x  Insti- 
I  tnie"  ;  "History  of  the  Indian  Tnbes  of  the 
I  U.  S,"  by  II.  R/Schooler;ift,  Ito.,  C>  vols. 
\     In  w,.iiul('ring  so  far  IVo'm   the  Chemung 
I  V;'d!-y,  whilst  en':;!':;ed  in  gathering  anew  th«> 
legends  relating  to  those  tragical  events  that 
I  led  to  the  organization  of  the  exiH-aition  of 
j  1771*.  1  have  given  an  imperfect  outline  of  the 
j  early  hiatory  of  the  region  adjoinmg  the  licaJ 
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\v:itcrs  of  tiie  Susqut."h;inna  .  aud,  Tjow,  in  r.j-  \  of  tliis  lake  :  "In  nftermxiii  t;ime  from  Ot- 
traciiig  onr  steps  to  the  A'ulley  of  the  Cht;-  !  ^eu'o  L=t'..e,"  &c.  Tiii.s  ph\co— tiio  <lioi\.:s  lyin^ 
luun;:,  pause  fur  a  luoniei^.t  in  this  region  :  udjaceut  to  the  oiulet  of  the  luku— where  the 
boiileiiiig  v.pou  the  Cnsego  Lake,  v,-hu.-e  Lhrvs-  \  h^vely  village  of  Conperbtown  now  stands,  is 
..tal  waters  also  feed  the  trilaitary  sti\aias  ot  ■  said  to  have  al>o  lieen  frequented  by  Indian 
the  Sn.-inehanna,  and  attempt  to  rie/dl  a  few  ;  traders  for  a  long  time  precedhig"  tl)e  earliest 
of  the  interesting  re'.nini.-venc'S  ct^meetcd  permanent  settlement  made  in  tlse  vicinity, 
-witli  the  sojourn  in  tl;is  seeti'^u  iif  tho-  i;-iou  .  A  pattui  lor  a  tract  of  hind  lying  near  the  Ot-' 
Tinder  con-imand  ot  Gen.  James  Cliiiloi.,  v-  hile  sego  lake,  had  been  granted  to  John  C.  Hart- 
liui-Miiiig  itr,  niareli  t'>sv;,id  tho  Tiiig  I,  whett:  a  ,  wick,  in  au  iiistrument  bearing  date  :22d  of 
3inicri>>n  v/as  formed  witii  the  biigade  n.nder  i  April,  ITtil .  and,  ab(-ut  the  year  ITGo,  Mr. 
the  iiiiUKHii \te  connnand  of  <_ven.  .Sullnun — i  Hartwiclv  commenced  to  make  a  ele  \ I'ing  near, 
;iud  whence  uiw  united  forces  tlicn  _pn:K-ee.l-.-d  |  the  outlet  of  the  lake,  but  sul.--e'in''ntly  be-' 
npi.wi  The  ir!i;)ort:int  uAj-editi' -n  ot  l"*  V'.',  ;d'.>tj-- i  comiii.g  convinced  that  tliese  improvements 
ti'iC  ^;iiein;uii'  and  S^n.er;'  L  d;'.,-  v;..Ile\s.  Aii.i  had  been  made  outside  tlie  limits  of  his  estate 
Avhih-  hen-.  1  loo  thail  entt;;a\"r  i.>  i.^  ;d;  n^,.  v,onn  reiin. pushed  it  altogether  ai^d  aban- 
other  v>.an;n;.ecnces  \\  liictJ  l;i!U"'--r  I'.rvu;-!  i.:r  dmi  hI  the  j.;  tec.  Tims  terminated  the  tirst 
t-lMr..s  <.f  th:>  b^'-:nti;M!.  l.viiy  l;d;e  :  i-.i  l  iit'.-mpt ,  >o  un-;uccessful  in  its  results,  to  form 
m;i>t  V,  .dk  iiijiitly  ;._.>-  it  i>  !-acr<  d  ;aid   ;;,,rdcinent  in  the  vicinity  of  (.Usego  lake, 

jin!  1. C'''.i;;'i"'.  if  h  is  i:.-  p,  eii;.><'er;;tLd  ly-  t;-,.;  year  ITbS,  as  previously  nicntioned  in 
i!.,-  :,](■-  ;iee  cf  ce;:;>.>,  r.'i.l  li  'ni  lae  a--  -e;-.-  ■  t[^^^  tkctr-h,CoL  (ujorge  Crog;in  had  secuied  a, 
thiols  L  \  t;.ro',;  n  au  imil  .vfvance  of  r;,  tract  of  land  from  the  In- 
t hh.  Nhu! <_•,  d  v.id  te^r- r  reniaiii  one  t't  the  1  p^Pins,  iimonntin?!:  to  one  huntlred  tliousand 
v,w.,t  ii.ten-^i  ir.'-:  M'.d  '  -  I  f-j'ots  itpon  A m'eri- j  a.jvrs.  lying  upon  the  west  bide  of  the  lake, 
f.i.i  M.iL  'ih;:  Ut^eg'>  ].  •'.  •  f 'ri;;s  one  ot  ihe  and  of  tlie  Susquehanna  river  ;  and  in  ITb^J,  a 
:!Li);  t  i.)veiy  :\r!d  t  liry-lii.f'  -  ts  ol  wati  r  to  ;  patent  Avas  given  by  the  Colonial  (iovernmetit 
b'.-  f'.'-.nd  wiiliin  our '-.'.i:":'  ;  i f!*v''  i--^ -'"'iit-M  of  New-York,  securing  tliis  same  Tiarcel  of 
liine  \.!;i',''S  in  leii'Mh.  M;  '  i  M'a'i  ^ew;  h' !  i:p"a  !  ]  ,  j-,,}  f,  >  ( q_  Crogan,  and  otliers.  It  Jip  pears* 
^-Pliri  ,vi,!e  l.y  n';;;.'.iiL^'-  :-ed  huty  iiilN,  ti: ,  '  p.;  (  \-)l .  CvoiT.in  liad  (divaint'd  a  h);in  of  itu-ec 
^',•,ae^s  of  thc'hd;o  \e;}'  d.rep,  and  dear  |  thou-  'ud,  })ou!ids  sterli^i^•,  t'nrouc:h  the  ngency- 
nnd"  l^enutiful,  while  the  entire  furroundiiig  |  (,i  ( ;„veriior  A\'illiam  Franklin,  of  X-w  Jersey. 
vrrr..-:-y  p'o.  e  a- a  wddnr::s  :uri  beauty  tliat h  ;.l  given  secnritv  for  ].;,ymcnt  ..f  this 
i,..l,.r  .s  iihai-  to  N;i'u;.-.    At  the  lim.!.  lhai.  '  I'p-n  the  2nd  of  IX'Cer.ii..>r,  IT'j'J.  the 

\  iilU^a^  iiati  lauma.cd  uis  li'/illa  cpMU  th;>   uth 'i- pe;.-oiis  to  v/hom  the  p-itent  had  been 
j^ikf,  vdiiie  on  liis  v.T.y  to  i  >in  tiio  llMtiihi  of '  t^-inted,  l)eside  Col.  Crogan,  C'Uv.'yed  to  him, 
77'',  t  iiere  w.Te  on;^•  two  pl  ice>  on  the  ^ h"i e  ;  in  three  sc[iarate  instruments,  tlie  full  title 
l,;!,.-  V,  ukh  h:>  1  1  -  n  ni  '.i  Ard  I'v  eivid-  i  ..^d  Ic-'al  ri^rhts  to  this  tract  of  latul  ;  th<j  ori- 
y  ,:  \  ( I         is  :  •!  !:,.'.:      n  Kue.  and  si.-ni-   -inal  i>.aent,  and  tliree  conveyances,  are  un- 

^  j, rr...!  -^'^  i-'i!  !ik..d!}-  •- ' «  r !  -  ^  <  p '  dt  d  1  y  tl)  c  ca  r  Ucst  leL';al  iii-dviimenf.s  ma- 
il,/. h,.d  !.  (a;  ii:i;d  n:v,  ;e  '  i.in-:  convevunce  of  real  estate  wirh  the  term 
il„:'py,,;  ,Pv;.;i;,,'.- '  1  y  :he  lndi';:s:  av.-lv.  ,,f  c)tse.  On  the  luth  of  Mar(>h.  1770.  Col. 
kt.-v.ii  as  -mim;  .  '  I'  l  l.."  Ideated  n-:ir  !!"•  :  Crogan  ghve,  as  ndaliti.-Tial  security  for  pay- 
.•uilv  i  oT  i!;..'  lal^-.  :-..;-!  ::)ed  by  ti  idi t h a;  t o  '  raent  of  1  he  tiirce  th.ousand  p-amds  before 
i,:.v,;  b  .'1  lb..  where  tlic  red  lam  iii'.-nti.>ne,l.  a  mortgage  on  that  jiortioij  of  tliis 
,,t  th^-  !'!■'  -'  !.:id   l-.i      ;,;  . ;i:.-ti uned  to  m:'>t    i c, k  f  < ■, t  h i lid ,  Si uce  knowu  as  C(-m 'per "s  1 ';d.en t ; 

;-!■  ii..ii.'  uv:;  i  d  i..  i-i,,d.    'ilic  ]irc.-cnt  vii-  lit  I.hucii.  177o,  a  judgtm  r.t  v.ms  of-tairied 

I, r;e  ot  r-twv,  h  ]•'->;!'!. ilcd  at,  this  pkac.    in   the  Supreme  Court  of  tlie  cojcuv  <»f  New 

j     17::7^  P;,',-  <.t  eivili:^(Nl  m.m   h;:d    V„vk  ai:ainst  Colonel  Cro-an.  upon  the  bond 

l.v.n.p..;  V  id-t  ;  ,  d'  the  ^ho'-es  of  th''  l'e:i'i-  \Nhieii  liad.  a.rom  [-an  led.  the  m<at;_-;re.  And 
iiad  hike,  s':;'  .-  i-.!i'.\>,n  i o  1  he  world  i i h'.-  anally,  all  the  s;-ciir:tles  re-li^.g  uy-n  this^|.a- 
ifim.'  .v>  long  iiiveti  to  it  be  tlie  Indians,  the  ;  tmt.  as  early  ;is  tip-  nnauii  M-iy.  1 ,  S-3, 
i,t<.--o.  (;i,"hundud  LOid  t!;iity  yai  s  .le.-;  ,  where  assigned  t<>  W'il  i  i  mi^  <  "o' 'p.  r  and  An- 
v'  l.'v.  diha-  Cfkh  n,  Sur\ovca-  cieut  i-.d  tvf  the  drew  Craig,  of  i'air'dneton.  's.  J.  iath'^aii- 
;'in\ 'of  w  Yolk,  it  app.-ir-.  vi.dt.-d  the  tumn  oi  "iTS"..  i\Ir.  O-.-pi  r.  .•■.■.•■.i:.p:;idi.<l  by 
pl.ice  wleae  Coi'p<aste\,n  i.;'m>w  sitn:Urd,  7n;i,-  >:,-veral  Surve}a>rs,  niadra\i-d  t..  the_  hind_ 
Idug  at.  that  oariv  d-.t^  an  r>:.iT  1 1  aar  e  u  if  lii'-  wld^di  he  h,ul  thus  secuivd  in  tue  vicinity  of 
r"-  dw.'i  ^nrronnd^n-  th-  Id-  ;oid  tie- SuMpi.'-  ,  (  u^.-m,  lake,  arriving  hrre  by  the  route  of 
n;iafri  ricrr,  tob./h  ot  win- h  Mr.  Cold-r  i ••-  ( yi.erry  Valley  and  M iddleiield  :  and.  in  Janu- 
1,  j.j,,  i-''Mat.    'ihe  U'-.Kt  acLtenii  in  r.de.-  :  ;.ry  of'the  sncceed.ing  \ear.   li^ih  Mr.  Cooper 

Y.'  th"' .-onnnv  :.b -nt  ti--  <  as-^o  lake  ■  com  nie!a'.;d  a  s.athanrhL  ni--  ids  land  — 
'Ov  inu'  vi>:t'd  by  th'j"  w  hire  m:m,  is  coiit:;iiira  ,  eh',)--ing  a  ph:!-.:i;l  and  d,  ii-hti  .:i  loe..tivin 
.  in  the  -ournar  of  tin.-  Kev.  tJideoti  llawley.  ,  near  the  ^hoi-s  ol  the  beaut  li  id  »  ns.  L  O  lake, 
v.di  rr  lids  mi-;,don  '.ry,  uTid>: r  <late  of  "Miyv  hi,  '  Previous  to  tin:  hvMlenu-nt  liiu  -  made  \n  tln^ 
177')/'  ivffrs  to  th',^'  dniicedly  in  obtainiu'.;-  a  |  winter  of  17^-,  hy  /dr.  Cooper  up.m  li,o  site 
c  ac.e,        thus  incidentally 'biakes  mention  :  of  the  present  \iUagu  of  Coe[.ersto\vn.  -Mr. 
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Hai  twic!;  had  mnde  an  i(.ttc!i)]^t  to  f^ini  a  set- 
tliniient  hure.  as  before  st;it>jvl  ;  and  ('ol.  l.'io- 
Kaii,  Avith  his  farniiy.  had  juso  nv~i  their 
lioiiie  at  thi.s  phice  for  ,a  l)riff  ]ierio(h  and 
^vLll('  here  Imd  erected,  it  is  lielieve(l.  n  luock- 
L(juse,  i-oiiiO  lifteen  feet  t-qimre,  eori.-tiT.eted  of 
lle^vn  and  which  \vli<  the  fiist  Lnrliiiti'!". 

it  is  f^up;,...>ed,  e^-ected  ia  the  veLdon  adjHccnt 
to  the  lU->e:::i)  hii;e.  This  huildiri'j'  ivrwaitieJ 
i>tandin:^  i-.mil  IT'.'T  or  viir:,  it  \\:is  ta!;cii 

dow'U,  and  lliC  h;L':s  of  u'iiiedi  it  v.-fl c;>r.stn;c- 
ted  were  removed  liy  Mr.  II.  P,  Ivit^.n,  and  act 
lij)  near  his  ve^^ideiice  as  an  « iiit-li. oi^  j. 

It  .■^llou^l  be  i!!eiHi.-»;i.Ml ,  how-n  .-r.  th.af  ]'re- 
vioiis  to  tlie  tine-  the  In-t  i  ■  .ti:!:)  r.--i;t  .-,;ttk- 
inciit  h:el  tlins  hceii  cf 'nu'i-'iiCLd  }.'r.  ('m<j- 
}.or  liev.r  thv:  (.'t>V4V,  l:(ko.  t'lis  ivui-.U  had  heeii 

couii-."'ted  \^  iti:  ra' !ii>a'a''h'  rvcot-,  and  iu'''- 

Tr;;-ti;,L'    ri'i'^.'V-   iu  .\         -"Ml    i.;-tf,:'v,  \^hil■h 

will  lor-v.T  1. •;  .].■;■  ii  [.  dl.v.vd  rr.aV.id..  a.nd 
^:;ve  u  an  ini[M;i  thiit  }d.a',-  ^a  ihe  anauis  of  our 
c^'Mvi!'}'.  (,'<M,Nri^i<i\',-,\  hi  ili'.  ._-n  ti:e  scene  of 
.xliii  i)ar  ineidcnis  lutt  le^s  iiiau  ])lo.i.--ant  a.-sso- 
ci.i'iiM-.  I  .navted  wiiii  our  early  history, 
V,-;  ii  !'  A.i:i  .  vrr  i.untinnu  to  j:ather  raound  its 
naiae  th--  ],a..-i      it  <!  reoiini.sceiise!?. 

Ill  tl.i:'>:  !:  :  :  <•!  iTTe.  (Icn.  J;.in(s  Clinton, 
ill  ce^mniiiad  <>i  a  1  ;i  -'■  ■ie  d(  -i:.'-ncd  TO  co-oj-c- 
laie  with  t!;"  hac-/  na^' t  '.W  a  .  >nili\-an  in  pio- 
hece.tii'U  of  the  c.ii!)p;>.iirn  ni;  d'lst  the  Iloqiiois, 
had  n^cended  the  Mohawk*  as  f  ir  as  Canftjo- 
inrie.  ;ind  r.pon  his  ar-ival  at  this  ]dace  Gen. 
('■ia:-  .-•  nr.  au  e  '.']■■.:.  «•.  nNi>tiiii;  of  siane 
live  uaa  In  d  i;ie';i,  aad-r 


\i\u  Schick,  accoajj'anieo  1 
witli  rende.''.vons;  sit  Fort  Si. '.. 
Ono!  ha-  .a     ■i"-!s  e>:5>e.',i'." 
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and  encamped  his  troops  upon  the  site  of  tia/ 
present  v iliap-e  of  Cooperstown.    Gea.  Ciiiiiou 
liare  estahiisiicd  hi.-,  quarters,  iu  tiie  block- 
house referred  to,  wddeh  ha'l  ix-en  erected  prn- 
vious  to  the  cxpt-dition  of  ITT'h  and  whitii 
was  situated  in  the  .u'rounds  now  snnoundin^- 
ai  d  beloii-ipa^'  t.o  tiic  li  ill.    The  troop.-;  under 
command  oi  Geij-i-al  Clinton,  icmained  en- 
camped lieai  file  Oiseua)  Lake  for  tlie  ypace  of 
several  v.  ci^s,  (;r  from  ahaut  the  hast  of  July 
to  to  the  -arst  week  in  Au-u.-^t.     WhJlst  the 
troop'S  Av  ere  ericatniHai  at  this  place,  they  were 
exercised  every  day  in  eflicieiit  miiit.iry  drill. 
'i\vo  .<pies,  \v  lu>  ha(l  ccai  csiptiire^l  wld!e  tiie 
army  uas  pursn.imx  its  naarch  from  the  Mo- 
liawk  Valh.-y  to  tln^  ir..d»)n  (;f  Ot.^i^-o.  were 
ti-ie'd  by  courts  nao  tial  darira,'  la.-  u?ne  tlie 
troops  wore  thus  ene.imped  i;.  ;a-  tha  outlet 
(a'  te.c  lake,   and  were  seiiTanced  to  he  s'mt. 
Gen.  I'iinti.m  reijri'^vrd  tl;e-sente.r:ce  of  op.o  of 
these  deserters,  who  was  named  Mivder— tiie 
iientcnce  of  the  other  was  }u'<>ni;>iiv  can  led 
into  eli'ect,  tiie  xlcserter.s  being  e.xeiaitad  ar.a, 
spot  lyi!i2;  upon  tlie  west  side  of  the  lake,  ne*ar 
the  outlet,    'i'wo  irpies  had  ])iev!oa.-ly  been 
executed  while  the  army  was  encaaniicd  at. 
iSprinC-dieltl.  ihuring  the  pr'^aaes.s  of  its  n,  ircli 
from  the  Mokawk^valk-y  to  the  f.'i.  eao  L;d<e 
One  of  tliCse.  Hare,  was  a  Liauti  ra'ait  in  tlje 
British  service— tlie-otlier  Xev.-l aary.  w.-.s  the 
iii!;aaous  lory  who  ha.s  heh-re  bJeii  rcfcrrctl 
to  in  connecLiou  v.dth  Ivis  iiiihless  hatchery  of 
tlie  infant  cldld  oi  tiie  Mitchails.  jU  Clarry 
^'alley.    Wddlst   the   tvi;op>  comnaouled  I'V 
( o.'n.;CHAton  were  encamped  at  ilie  fta.f  uf  the 
Otse:;o  l.ake,  asidic  from  the  daily  drill  they 
^\'ere  not  idle.    Owin.^-  to  the  daoutij  of  I'.o 
siiMimei- season,  t!;e  '.vaters  or  th.;  oiiiT-t,  rh  -t; 
alVarde<l  communication  fiC'in  t'ae  lalvc  t.i  li.a 
Sns(iUi.'hanMa,  h:;d  heconie  very  f  jv.-,  and.  t.'a.'V 
i  v.aa-e  also  si.nnC'>vh;it  ob.^tiUcted  hy  i],Uid-->v«'e..i,. 
;  and  thus  fi-e-m  hatth  caa.se.s  [a'cain i i a a  lar- 
!  liar  to  ti.eir  navi:;,: liiaj  ;  and  aecoidin.irly  ihe 
;tV'.!',.s  were  euiployed.  in  the-  cons;ra<.  lion  of 
a  ' i  la.  i-a  !Oss  the  outlet  of  th.e  i.;ke,  \yldcU 
i;.:reil  t!a?  Waters  iu  t!ie  hd.e  h;  a  sui':;'.  ient 
'lieiahl.   th-;t.   upon  reauival  ef  i!ds  attifai;  ! 
('::ia.   th'.^  ..'•ca.nral  tted    li(;<;ds  net»(ail\'  re - 
.ved  ria  fa   MnMioa  of  ;!      '-v.-.n-d..  .\:c..  but 
:.      sa'e:\-  a.a;;,  '  ihe  luna.  o>a-  :'  'il'.i.  nnui- 
eiain-  \v:<i  :.a:.dr  d  and  huy  h  ,aal  up.ai 

\^ideii  were  M;a.  .ikcd  t'a  ''f.uep-..  (.;uin"n  and 
>t.  I'.  s  v"(ln^r^.t(.l  willi  ihe  aiaiv,  d  iwn  iia' 
(  'i  a.;  '  ;  oi  tl.e  Sas'pi  .'aanna 1  ;v  fe:'.'-  m:der 
e.aaae e^i!  o!  daa  (  lin!va>  f.aiaiay  a  \{\r,.  :aa! 
a'  I  - \^  itii  Vii.'  jiiaia  :.rii)\a  e^ici  uid-'d  l.y 
'.  ;'a).  .-,,lii\aM.  ai...a^i;a'  •_;-ad  <-\  A  aja-f.  IfT.a 

<;.-.!.  '  ;  ;  ,,,ops.  lem.daeu   \  :  :  uiitil 

,  >  .  .  a        .  a;    p,  ra'-d.  la  s  I        v  el  < 

;  a-t..a an  .V  l.u'a  ■  ir.ai  .>\\  \v\.  i.i-'U  w  ;s 
."  id  io  have  he. -a  ouricil  by  (diiioads  lo.np-.. 
widia  th<\'  ueo-  ela\n.['edal  t  !a  ^  pi  e  w;  is 
hauai  in  oa;  .aaa  {  he  ^  eli.ir  of  li;e  Im.u,o  UrNC 
oLL'lpieil  by  J  uiiJ^e  Luoi'Ct.    Thi.-i  ]aeeC  of  ar- 
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tillei  v,  whi'  h  was  name  1  the  "  Cricket."  was 
the  only  one,  for  a  i-iiinluT  oi  ytjais.  that  was 
used  for  the  purpose  of  s.a!  it'.:s,  rejoichiLCs,  &c  , 
hy  the  citi/cns  of  Coo}>erstown  ;  ;uKi  tinatlv  it 
was  biuiited  while  being  iisc-l  iri  eelehratinc 
tlie  anniversary  of  our  nationil  inJciieuc- 
€uce. 

Mr.  William  Cockier,  as  {U'eviously  remarked 
had  come  to  the  vieinity  of  Otser^o  iake  in 
tlie  Hutuuin  of  1785,  acconipanied  by  a  party 
■»)f  snrveyors.  It  shonld  be  uienliuni;d  that 
ill  IT'^^O,  wliile  Gen.  ^VAsm^■olo.^■  wa'--  makinp: 
i\  tour  of  ob~erration  tlirousiiout  a  portion  of 
our  country,  tlicn  so  recently  fornie  l  into  an 
independent  empire,  after  be  bad  nmde  the 
vi>sit  at  the  L'beur.ni;.;  Va!b-y,  before  referred 
to  in  this  >;ketcb,  th.e  iliu-iricus  lu-io  and 
istate^nuin  tlu.-n  proceeded  to  vi'-it  tije  'neau- 
tltul  Ut- bd;e.  pa'^.-in::  abm::  the  lovely  re- 
gion wiicie  the  vilbv^e  ot  Cooperstown  is  now 
situated  ;  tlnis.  tini  inunort.;  1  \VASiUNiiTON  wa- 
ihi'  jl.-'t  (!•  ■•u'tL  t  i-p!orer,  after  the  conclu.siou  of 
])eace,  of  the  re^Mon  of  tlie  Otsego  jai<e — and 
iie*was  the  fust  to  fn-reeive  the  great  natural 
a(lvanta'j;es  whi'  li  it  p'/ssc-s.-d  -and  hU  foot- 
Kte[is,  whieli  once  wtee  pv-r-sed  upon  this  soil, 
have  ni  idc  it  hallowed  gruuri(b 

Gen.  \\'.\srnNC.T')N  thus  d^stribes  this  tour, 
and  allud^'S  to  his  vi^it  to  the  Otsego  iaJceand 
tfie  hcad-(iuai'ters  of  the  Sus.juehanna,  in  a 
letter  ad.diesse*!  to  the  Mavfjuis'  de  Chastel- 
leaux,  an  extra-ct  from  whieb  J  will  here  give  : 

"  rriticet';n.  Oct.,  12,  1783. 

ily  dear  Chevalier~I  iiavc  not  had  the 
Jionorcfa  letter  from  you  fcince  the  4th  of 
,M arcii  last,  o  o  o  j  \^,^,.  i^x^  U  n,i,de  a 
lour  of  the  lal;cs  Geor:re  a:;d  C'haniplain  as  ba- 
as brown  I'oiiit —then  letiiiiiing  to  Sch^'ticc- 
lady,  I  preoerded  i;;-.  titc  'lub;i.wk  rher  to 
l-\)it  S'-hti>  ler  (formerly  l''ui  i  "--tanwix).  crossed 
over  ^Vocnl  ("reek  which  en.;)tic.-,  into  the  Onei- 
da ia!<e.  ;J'1  a!b)ids  a  ^v;.irr  commuui'-ation 
with  ia!^.-  (Mit  wio.  //b. /r.;'-'T>vv/  tjic  country 
.fotl.c  /:■  /  /  ';;■///(:  ca:'frn  l.rc.ndi  >  f  ll:e  Su^qneJunna, 
<ih, I  Vim  ■!!!,. I  /  fA-e  (^.-;'70,  and  tlic  P')rtaye  be- 
tween I'.j  it  lake  ati«l  the  Mrbawk  river  at 
G:i!.  Lj,);:  1^1-'. '.  I'ronii'tcd  by  ihi'se  actual  ob- 
s■ervatiun.■^.  1  could  av.i  i,.  !p  t.iking  a  more 
■ciHitenijilalive  vAul  c:-t:. i;.-i  ,  vi.;\v  of  the  vast 
inland  na\  ie:ation  ot  t'lrse  Tnlted  States. 
I  am,  dear  Ciievalic.-, 

Your  jnost  obedient. 

G  Koi  v; y.  W'ashingtox . 

TLr.s  this  great  and  il' e..-trious  man  — "First 
in  v.'ar.  hi. -tin  pe.Li  r,  a  1 1  1 /.'/••'/  m  the  b.earts  of 
his  couiitrymetb'  —  wa-  tii.<  r/,  .  /  to  vi-it,  solely 
fur  L'w  i»:rj„j.^r  ot  a  vi>it  tb.>  i.  of  tlic  ( jrsi"4o 
lake.  A>  iiis  .;\e  th-u  0.\  'uk  in  the  iuat.;ibes> 
b.-aiuie>  nl  I's  wild.  i-.s:.  .'.tie  S-a'uery,  th,^ 
vi^^it.  iii  idi;  at  su(.  h  a;i  r.Li  iy  date,  lorcvcr 
■i'.tierward_cori>,',i-j!,:,l  t\>v  di-i.'s  ot  the  lovely 
Otsego,  giving  it  a  ^ac•ievl  phiee  among 

■"  'fi..'  "hrlt,l,ian  vr.l.-<,  the  ra.b'Stincs, 
'1  b'e  .Meeea.s  of  the  lu  imL" 


The  first  permanent  settlement  which  was 
made  upon  the  site  of  the  present  village  of 
Coopcrfctowu  had  been  formed  in  178G;  "dur- 
ing this  year  several  persons  came  and  located 
here.'  A  widow  lady,  by  the  name  of  John- 
son ,^  with  her  family,  were  undoubtedly  tho 
earliest  i)ermanent  residents  in  Cooperstown. 
Tiiey.  at  first,  lived  in  a  log. house,  but  in  the 
spring  of  178C  Mrs.  Johnson  had  a  frame  house 
erected,  which  she  fcold,  during  the  course  of 
the  summer  to  Mr.  William  Ellison,  the  Sur- 
veyor, who  removed  the  house,  the  tame  sea- 
son, to  a  place  near  the  outlet,  and  now  in- 
cluded in_  the  grounds  of  Edgewater.  This 
hou-<e,  which  was  the  earliest  frame  building 
constructed  within  the  present  village  of 
Cooperstown,  we,.-,  two  stories  in  height  and  of 
res[)ectablo  diunensions  ;  it  v.-as  applied  for  the 
purpose  of  a  tavern.  In  June,  17bG,  iMr.  John 
Miller,  accompanied  by  his  father,  arrived  in 
the  vicinity  of  Cooperstown,  then  inhabited 
only  by  the  family  of  Mrs,  Johnson  above- 
mentioned  ;  and  Mr.  Miller  is  still  a  resident 
of  Cooper.stown — the'  latest,  aiid  one  of  the 
mi.'St  honored  survivors  among  the  early  pio- 
neers of  the  region  of  the  Otsego  lake.  Upon 
tlie  arrival  of  JMr.  Miller,  with  his  father,  at 
this  place,  they  felled  a  large  pine-tree  across 
the  river,  near  the  outlet,  to  answer  the  pur- 
pose of  a  bridge  over  the  stream.  The  stump 
of  this  tree,  upon*  which  was  inscribed,  in 
white  paint,  the  words  "Bridge  Tree,"  was 
located  within  the  grounds  of  Lakelands. 
1  >uring  the  season  of  1787,  a  bridge,  construc- 
ted of  log-abutments  and  log-sleepers,  upon 
whieii  \\as  placed  a  rude  platform  of  logs,  w^as 
built  near  the  outlet.  This  was  the  first 
bridge  which  allowed  the  passage  of  wagons, 
const)  acted  across  the  Susquehanna  in  the 
\  icinity  of  Cooperstown.  ^Lv.  Israel  Guild, 
William  Abbott,  and  Ja.mes  White,  also  Ciime 
during  the  season  ot  17So,  and  settled  near  the 
outlet  of  the  lake.  It  is  believed,  however, 
that  no  families  remained  in  the  vieinity  of 
Co(.>perstown  during  the  ensiung  winter,  ex. 
ceptinjr  those  of  Mrs.  Johnson,  ^Ir.  Guild  and 
Mr.  Ellison.  Early  in  the  succeding  year, 
]\lr.  Williain  Coo{)er,  accompanied  by  his  wife, 
wdio  then  came  npon  a  visit,  arrived  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  lake.  In  the  saine  year,  a 
number  of  emigrants,  mostly  from  Coniiec- 
tieut,  i^ettbd  near  the  outlet,  coustructing 
log  d'.vcilings  upon  the  iiite  of  the  village  of 
Coo[>erstown. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  178S.  Mr._  Wil- 
li.vioCooper  had  co^r  nn-nced  the  erection  of 
bis  du-elling  hous.',  w];ieh  was  tho  second 
boM.KO  of  any  cousid'T.ible  size  built  in  Ci.>op- 
er<o)wn.  TIjC  hou-e  was  two  stories  in  height, 
uiUt  two  wings  aUached.  It  command  d  a 
ii'.ie  virw  of  the  lake,  and,  as  (u-iuinally  built, 
siwod.  iinme-liately  in  Iront  of  the  mansion 
now  kncwTi  as  the  ilaib  'bhis  buildin-j;  had 
been  repiesented  uj'on  an  early  map  of  b'oop- 
ertitowu,  w.',.cre  it  js   de.fV-tuucd  as  "Maaof 
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Kou»e."  Tfiis  house  wa'^  reTuovod  p  short 
distance  ia  1799,  and  iu  ISiiit  was  compjetely 
destroyed  by  fire.  Mr.  GiiilJ  continued  to  re- 
Eido  in  the  Idock-house,  before  ret'-rved  to, 
until  17SW.  Ihc  house  which  had  been  occu- 
pied by  Mr,  EHi^on  was  pulled  down  in  1812. 

In  178;J.  Mr.  Cooper  completed  the  erection 
of  his  rc-dd'-nce  ;  but  he  di  1  not  reijiove  his 
fiUiiily  to  Cooperstowa  until  October,  1790. 
at  this  date  giving  up  his  re^id*.•nce  in  the 
htate  of  2\ew  Jersey  entirely.  Durini^  the 
precedin;^  winter.  })owever,  Mr.  Cooper  had 
bruught  a  btock  of  merchandize  into  the  vil- 
lage, and  opeueii  a  s^ore,  a  Mr.  11.  E.  Smith 
transfictiiig  the  business  as  mercliant  in  this 
establishment.  In  1700,  according  to  an  old 
docuaicnt,  Coopcrsiovrn  incliided,  ai.ioug  the 
buildings  it  then  contained,  seven  frame 
houses,  three  frame  barns,  &o.  From  this 
ilatc,  tiie  'Arowtii  of  the  village  steadily  auil 
lapidly  n: 0'j;re-^sed.  Tl^e  County  of  Otseczo 
v/as  fo'.-m<;d  tVb.  10,1701,  arid  Cooj  erstown 
■vsas  de^i::p.ated  t)y  law  as  the  County  seat. 
"Wiriiiui  I'o'.'jior.  upon  tlie  organiz;ition  of  the 
county,  received  tlie  aii{>ointnK.nt  as  First 
Judge  of  its  courts  ;  and  iLichard  K.  Smith 
^vas  appointed  Slieritf.  A  court  l.'ouse,  thirty 
feet  ^.]i;arc  in  dimerisirais  U[<o:i  the  L^'ound. 
and  t\V(.)  stniies  in  h'.-'.glit.  vas  buiit  ;  the 
lower  story,  consisting  of  four  rtjunis,  was 
constric  ted  of  hewn  logs  ;  the  secorul  story, 
used  for  the  purposes  of  a  court  room,  was 
made  of  frame-work.  In  this  year,  1791, 
during  the  .^tiinmer  season,  tliC  old  R'mI  I.ion 
tavern  was  built.  Sevei-<il  other  commodious 
buildings  were  also  erected  in  the  course  of 
the  season. 

Aluahain  TenDrock,  Esq.,  from  Xew  Jersey, 
who  v,as  the  earliest  lawyer  residing  at  Coop- 
erstuwn,  cajue  to  the  village  iii  1701.  Mr. 
J.  G.  Fonda,  Mr.  Joseph  Strong,  and  >fr.  ^Insa 
Kent,  who  were  respectively  m^'mbt'is  of  the 
legal  pr^)fe^^ion.  came  and  scttlc  l  ;it  Cl-  pjis- 
tosvn  in  the  cour-e  of  one  or  two  years,  'j  )esc 
gentlemen  vrcre  the  earliest  lawyers,  cng  iged 
in  the  iluties  of  their  proies.-ion,  le.-ident  in 
the  village.  l)r.  Fuiier.  who  was  the  fnst 
ph^■,^ician  of  any  promincnct)  or  standing  in 
tlie  place,  arrived  at  Coop  i.-^ti  \.u  in  June. 
1781,  arid  Cf^ntinucd  aoetivrl\-  and  .NiT'Tossfully 
criiplovfd  in  tiio  lahois-  inciduit  to  his  pr'.if.-s- 
i:io;i,  at  this  pi  u  e,  for  the  lr,nj  tcr/n  of  forty- 
si.K  ^  r  irs.  l"ur  a  con.dderal'lc  time,  a  space 
of  ni:'.ri>-  >  cars,  ne  arly  ai  1  wf  t  he  medical  pr...-.- 
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of  Otsego  in  the  State  I^.-gi.slaturo.  Mr.  Dewey 
was  succeetled,  as  teaeher  of  the  early  school's 
kept  at  Coopert.town,  by  Mr.  Oliver  C'^ry,  who 
gave  instruction  in  the  elementary  branches  of 
education  during  tive  days  in  the  course  of 
the  week,  reserving  every  Saturday  for  the 
purpose  of  instructing  his  scholars  upon  moral 
and  relii^ious  subject— the  most  essential  fle- 
partment  in  the  education  of  life,  but  which 
has  now  become  so  sadly  neglected  in  the 
1  lessons  taught  either  in  our  comnron  schools 
'  or  academies,    llv.  Cory  had  first  held  his 
school  in  tlie  court  house  building,  and  subse- 
quently   taught  in    the  first  school-house, 
w  hich  was  a  small  wooden  building  that  was 
erected  in  tne  place.    He  was  employed  as 
teacher  in  the  schools  at  Cooperstown  for 
I  mariy  years.     He  had  been  remembered  with 
I  kindness  by  a  large  number  of  the  promi- 
I  nent  citizens  of  Cooperstowii,  who  ha^l  once 
I  been  his  pupils;  and  he  departed  this  life  only 
I  a  lew  years  j\go,  deeply  lamented  by  all  v.-ho- 
I  knew  this  estimable  man.    The  first  public 
I  libriiry  established  In  tiu=>  village  was  opened 
March  11th,  179C;.    Timothy  Barnes  was  ap- 
pointed, and  acted  as  librarian  in  this  institu- 
tion. 

The  first  child  born  hi  the  village  of  Coop- 
erstown, was  in  1702.  The  child's  namo- 
was  Nathan  Howard,  a  son  of  Mr:  John  How- 
ard. Mr.  W.  Abbott,  who  belonged  to  tho 
villagecommunity,  but  did  not-actually  reside- 
111  the  vHbure,  had  a  F-on  born  some  time  ]M-e- 
viou&ly  to  the  birth  above  luentionedas  taking 
place  in  the  village;  This  child  was  chri.s- 
tened  ileuben.  Another  I'irth  had  occurred 
upon  the  patent  at  h'\y  Creek,  at  as  early  dat« 
as  17^7.  The  earliest  death  witiiin  the  village- 
j  occurred  Oct.  11th,  1703  ;  the  deceased  wa'? 
a  son  of  Mr.  Oriifm,  and  he  was  burie<l  in  a 
piece  of  ground  then  selected  for  purposes  of 
interment  situated  where  Christ's  Church  now 
stands.  The  earliest  post  route,  reaching  Coop- 
ersto'.vn  was  oi-gaiuzed  in  1704.  This  was  in 
accordai^.ce  with  tlio  Act.  which  pa.ssed  tho 
Legislature  on  the  8th  of  May.  170-1.  establish- 
ing a  p(V-;^  route  from  Albany  to  Canandaigua 
and  leaihvig  through  Ciierry  Valley,  Ce^on-TS-- 
tovvn,  L^c.  The  post  oflice,  which  was  placed 
under  the  charge  of  Joseph  GrU'lin,  as  post- 
master, was  opened  on  June  1st,  1701,  at  this 

'1  iie  earliest  religious  exeiciscs  {»nrsued  upon 
the  Salibalh.  at  Cc-ope-rstown.  were  conducted 
b}'  hev.  Mr.  Morley,  a  Presbyterian  cleriry- 
inan,  who  remained  at  the  villau'.'  f..r  the 
p^",  H>d  of  >ix  months  in  tlie  year  17'-J-j.  A  sUmv': 
lini''  a;'ier  his  arriv.d  in  the  place,  or  in  tlii? 
no  nth  of  Aug.  170'),  tie'  t're<!iy terian  ciiureh, 
th  ■  to.-L  i^'Iigious  or.M.!.i..  ai.  n  iu  tiie  vill.i'^'e. 
\,  lorni'11 .  The  I'le  ;  o  le-ri  m  hon-eofwor- 
.-liii',  ;i --iruetut  0  of  \\  i",Hi,  si.-^ity-feiur  feet  in 
leue.th  by  liity  in  \'.idtli.  was  afCerwMrd  built, 
and.  deihe-aced' np 'u  tho  (llii  of  .VngusL  17','7. 
Ic,  Seoteinl.i  r,  1707,  the  Uev.  Thomas  Kllison,. 
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fi  l'rot<-st  uif  llp' -copal  i'!or-:\  i;iai^,  fro;::  ^A-  '  <\vnvt\\  w,  v,-;is  in  ?;n('ce.-.-!'iiU>poraU(ui  for. soiiit;- 
liany,  iiia'lo  a  v  .-il  to  L'oopji>;i/\vn.  ini'l  whiiij  j  tinv-,  rt-achivi-j:  i--.  '/rtiliii  or  prw^i.ciitv  tiboat. 
licro,  hci'l  ^■Oi•v:oe  in  ucconiarK-o  Willi  the  !  Ib^V-).  'i'lj-.^  ^t n  If;; t-,  \-:'-\-<:  n.r  o-,<.)  tinio  ve- 
ritr.s  oi  Win  E;)!sc()j:):il  chtircli.  in  the  Conn  |  viewcil  hy  Cfvi.  Soi'If"-.!.    'i'lio  (Jooi^.T-towii 

<euunarv  \v;i-;  inh^titi:'.;^  lu  I'he  Serni- 

n-iry  eiiiire  \v;v<  coTMU'^nccd -i n  .T:iu(^,  iirul  ttu; 
fviitiiiirj:  f ;  ;-a;ili:t'-,l,  :\w\   v^iW'Wii'j;   t'Vi  cted  in 

(■oat ,  rnon  i  fy'Vi  ir^  oinriifnct'Tncvir,  ]>lr. 
L.  ])oU,.'s  bf.'i'ia-  th:.'  :ir.ciiir<"ct.  'I'h-  school 
n';\s  ojtt'ue'l  np;;n  X.iVf-;iM.'r  lr>oi,  it,; 

faculty,  a:  thi'.  t  ti:a".  co.-.si-tiri?  of  .sixteen  pro- 
i"'^^--or-:  -url  t'Mclujrs.  ]  ■■  \vi.«j  dedicate'l  on  the 
ITtii  of  r.'i.       i>i;r.  l.-'.o:.  i"i>'.iop  Si!:r.::on,  etc. , 

Iv.  t!;.'  ^:•ri■:':■  r,[  17  t'K'  Ots.'-o  livv.Ad  or 
W.-stcvM  ';''■;•••!■,   vljich   v.';!s  the  ;=eco;i-'l 

jciJOTj  -!  \'  c  I  ill  li;e  S:  \te  v/.-st  of  Ali.).ii"»y. 
\.- !S  ^1  i''!: -i'.'  1  ;ir  C'oov'protnwa  ;  the  iirst 
to; niVt  r  . H  i  h^'  pii^ov  I'-iii^  i>snc<l  ipiou  the 

•  W-.i  Apni.  17-'o.  Mr.  Klihu  I'iiiuivn-  v,\\^i 
til'.-  e-li'ov  nr.f]  pr.  ■pri-tor  of  t  ;ic  Ot-'-r-ro  Rerild. 
Il  vi-:i-  ^vi'ilislir  (1  in  fo}i;ifov:a  ;  nrid  t  f\e  oiiaiity 
of  ri;:-  p  ^tj'.  r  upon  ^vlor'^  ir  '.v  is  i-si];Ml. 
■v-./i-y  CO  iri^t'.  nri  l  its  e  M  'V  \-,ms  iiesrly  bhie. 
T'.  '.-  ■iC'v^piper  \Vi;s  ci's '  i'lMrd  its  lirst  pro- 
p:  i  -r-if  T!;!ii!  ihepevi'  i  >:f  his  drc-aso,  in  ISl.^, 
arid  it  V.  .i;^  then  ;ed  ise  his  i^ons.  Messrs. 
1[.  &  E.  r:d:;ncy  niiti'  15::1. 

ihcvT-u  d  ;h-'-ent  iM-v.-~;-):ip!TS.  h^':-idc  the 
Herald,  at  \arioio  ]  eriutis,  have  heon  puh- 
h-!ud  at  v\i"par.-t<>\vn.  Tlie^^e  i^apcrs  were 
e  lii;  i.  tit"  !r-p''"^i^^  O'l-erver.  the  L'noper?:- 
t,-.\  n  l'<'  Jer.i' id  .•eaiau's  Journal,  d'lie 
Swilid,  'I'ae  W'a'ch  d'l ''.w  r.  ddie  '1'. 'I'lio 
(  c-  '  h  p  iliiiean.  and  the  0:<vJ'^  i^v  'ndner. 
'('::,•■,!  ■  ■■.'  )')•  I  of  "iliv,  <  '"iiutry  aua;dne  was 
c  ,  ,  i  )l:  '  ^  "ip-r-ti.  svii,  in  Icoii.  hut  only 
e,,:,d..iu  !     ;■       ^paa■e  <'i  a  few  ujontlis. 

'j"lt.>  ..■.I'iiest  miii-aiy  ori;a!ii;',;Uio?i  in  the 
vieiiii*  V  (ir  C'"('r"".  si.v\ n  ^^"as  fnriiied  i<\  17U4. 
,\  vo'urdcer  c."'iupany  of  cav.drv,  IVtijairvu 
,  p.p.p.i,  C.ipt  dn.  was  then  est.d  i :  d;;'d .    'i  ho 

•  '■,id  >c  r;::aiar  or :ani/ation  vf  the  iniiitia. 
!i:  '•■;i  r.  wi'.s  not  cifeetcil  nroil  IT'-'.S  Jacob 
:d;av!-;,  .a  iPit fernirL-.  InanLC  tlie  di-^t  ia-i:r:uliev 
i'dai-rah  atid  idahcis  1  i'aai  le^,  ti.^  ii;  -t  tP^lieud, 
i  n  the  reiinient  v,-hi>di   ineludoi  t !.e  vil isLre,  • 

}  inward  ^^■.!S  tlie  Ur>t  t  aprain  of  iln^ 
nnhiiia  een-naii'v"  t<a:i!ed  in  Cnoprr-lown.  hlo 
v;  IS  dv.)\vi!L-d  in'tiieSuMpn'lnne.a.  in  17'.»0,  nn.l 
wa^  ;aiee''eded  iiy  William  ^pr,;-a;.;.  And  in- 
d  adanr  iiddrarv  e";apanv  of  ailidery,  was 
(•; ;  ; idi- de  d  in  i7:rh  ■  i  wiocU  V^'ilH  tni  Ahhott 
^^  I'antain,  S.  1 1  U;.I  i  n  a  *  •  ai .  lieutenant;  Ci . 
'  ;-.aid  haiit.  nant. 
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The  ;rio',;ih  cf  C'o:.;p>'ibtown.  between  the 
J'e;irs  1775  ;ind  1S06,  was  gradual,  hut  con- 
tinued steadily  to  advance.  Near  the  cloisc  of 
the  year  17'.h3,  Judge  Cooper  made  his  contract 
for  t.he  buihli'.r.;  of  the  Halh  Tins  v.as  un- 
doubtedly the  most  elegant  x)rivate  residence.^ 
?.t  the  time  of  it;,  erection,  vv.st  of  ticheuec- 
tady.  Tiie  bouse  was  commenced  in  IT'dG. 
and  v;as  completed  in  June,  IT'JO,  when  the 
family  of  3Ir.  Cooper  removed  into  their  new 
liorne.  This  ])leasant  mansion  still  remains 
one  of  the  finest  structures  in  this  section  of 
the  State,  and  tiie  largest  and  most  elegantly 
con  -trircted  buil-iing  which  has  yet  been  con- 
structed in  thL-  v'lllau'e  of  Cooperstovrn. 

Richard  Fennimove  Cooper,  Esq.,  selected 
Apple  Hill  as  the  site  for  his  propo^:•ell  rexi- 
dence  in  the  vilhipe,  at  an  early  chite,  and  in 
tlie  yjar  l>.i)0,  hv  had  his  private  mansion 
crteteil  upon  tl'JS  spot.  flis  house  was  the 
t;ecr:;id  one  corist  n.cted  in  the  ni'^Tiner  of  a 
vilj  '.,  built  ill  the  vil!;i„-;e.  In  year  1803,  John 
M.  Bowers,  Esq.,  who  was  the  owner  of  an 
estate  bound.ed  on  its  v.-estern  limits  b}'  the 
Busqueii;i.nria  and  the  Ois('ijo  lake,  arrived  in 
the  vicinity  of  Coopcrstown,  and  commenced 
during  Lhe  smje  year,  tlie  election  of  his  resi- 
dence at  Lakclandr:,  The  house  was  com- 
pleted, and  its  proprietor  moved  into  it  in 
1804.  This  place  is  not  actually  within  the 
liuiits  of  Coopersto'--vn,  but  its  occupants  bc- 
]onc;  to  tlie  village  f^umnunitv.  ]\]essrs.  John 
Kusvcll,  Klijih  J^  Metcalf,  and  Bobert  Camp- 
bell, a.ll  of  \vhom  were  men  of  marked  dis- 
lirrction  and  ability,  came  to  Cooperstown  be- 
tween the  years  1795  and  1602,  and  became 
permanent  re-idents.  ilr.  Kussell  v^'ag  the 
cecoud  meoibei  of  Congre-s  sent  froin  this 
place,  ."iudgc  Metcalf  dec  M>,.d  \)\  n:!l,  but 
the  other  two  of  these  i^.-n,  itinen  Ii\  eel  to  pur- 
sue a  long  and  di--tiagu;-hcd  C'tieer  of  public 
ii.seTnlne.-s.  receivirig  the  ivsp'-ot  lusil  honors 
Nvijith  rur. till UL'd  to  l)e  so  justly  ass-ardud  them. 

In  l>-:'j2,  Jel)n  Miller  coiistructed  a  brick 
luxise,  ^vhieh  u-as  t!ic  second  one  built  in  the 
jda.co.  In  l^-'Ox,  Ji'dge  C>>oper  caused  a  stone 
building  to  be  creett-.l,  which  w:is  designed 
and  usfd  as  a  r<\-;dence  for  his  daugliter,  who 
•liad  mai  iied  ^(r.  i'onieriiv,  who  came  fr<  m 
Tdassach ''setts  and  located  in  CoopeV.-^town  in 
IbOi.  This  house  was  the  first  stone  buihliug 
erected  in  tie:-  vilhigt' 
Isaac  ('oo]^er,  Iv-q.,  i 

of  his  houSf  at  Jvl.'CW 

resideiue  \>.-as  :..ot  couij 
or  four  years  aU-T-vard 


act  had  p  issr-d  *  i 
the  inci-!'piirat!' ai 
of  Otsr-'>,"  -^i.^r 
tants  ut  vlll"  ^^ 
visions  ot  'hi  -  •.v.-x 
upon  the  .-t.irufe 
ratinu':  t!ie  nhice  ; 


:  Le-is 
>f  the  ! 


the  vii! 


In  the  year  ISlo. 
■nmenccii  the  erection 
i^'T,   b-t  this  eiegant 
•jtr.l  uTitii  Sonne  three 
In  ilui  year  1  >07  an 
si  UTire  proviiiimx  f.rr 
s  "the  Vid'^-- 
->f  thr  jnlia,.e- 
witii  tiiL-  pT')- 

-1  a  dead  !ctt,,M 
law,  in'-urpL>- 


>t()rt-n 

was  en;icLed  upon  June  lUth,  ISI  J.  Ac  thi 
time,  the  village  contained  !;];>  houses,  iu\ 


numbered  CSi)  inhabitants,  'j'he  original  pro- 
prietor of  the  vilhige  plot,  AViiliam  Cooper, 
Esq.,  ;iud  to  whose  capacity  and  energy  the 
village  of  Coopcrstown,  not  les«;  than  tbi> 
County  of  Otsego,  was  ])rincipally  indebted 
for  its  great  and  sidjstanti  il  giowtli  a-ul  pros- 
perity during  theearly  period  of  tlie  settle 
raent  of  the  region  of  the  Ots^^2:o.  after  he  had 
been  a  permanent  resident  of  the  village  for 
nineteen  years,  died  upon  the  22nd  of  Dejeni- 
ber,  1  SCO- 
Judge  Cooper  had  readied  the  age  of  fifty- 
five  years  at  the  perio-l  of  his  decease,  which 
occurred  at  Albany.  His  name,  more  promi- 
nently than  that  of  any  other  citizen  ot  Coop- 
crstown, is  identified  with  the  early  history  of 
the  place.  Mr.  Cooper  had  been  ajipointed 
in  1791,  as  the  first  Judge  of  the  County  of 
Otsego,  organized  in  that  year.  He  harl  also 
been  elected  in  1791,  as  Member  of  Congress, 
and  was  the  first  representative  of  the  district 
in  the  National  Legis  atur(\  where  he  re- 
mained, I  believe,  by  virtue  of  repeated  elec- 
tions, during  th'e  continuous  and  long  peri(Ai 
of  seventeen  years.* 

The  visit  of  Vv'AsiirxGWN  to  the  spot  where 
Cooperstown  is  now  located  has  already  been 
mentioned.  This  place  has  also  been  visited 
at  various  times  by  other  distinguished  gentle- 
men. 'J'alleyrand,  the  eminent  diplomatist, 
during  his  sojourn  in  our  country,  had  passed 
a  number  of  days  in  the  village  of  Coopers- 
town,  making  his  home,  whilst  here,  bene.ith 
the  hospitable  roof  of  Judge  Cooper.  An 
acrostic,  writlea  to  i\[iss  Aniut  Cooper,  and 
which  was  inserted  in  tlie  Otsego  Herald  of 
Oct.  2n'l,  179->.  has  been  ascribed  to  the  facile 
pen  of  tliC  acc*)mplis!ied  Ermch  dii)lomatist. 
This  verse  commenced  as  foUov.-s  : 
"Amiable  philosophe,  au  priutems  du  son  age.' 

It  may  be  mcntioneel  t!i  it  Mi.-s  Cooper,  to 
wliom  tiie.se  lines  were  addrrssed,  was  killed 
in  falling  from  a  horse  in  the  tcnvu  of  Butter- 
nuts, on  the  ISth  of  September,  1800  ;  and 
her  fuueial  sermon  was  preached  by  Uev.  1). 
Na.>h,  and  she  v»-as  buried  in  acconlance  with 
tlie  rites  of  the  Piotestant  Episeojtal  (.'hureh. 
then,  for  the  hnst  time,  performed  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Cooperstowii.  It  is  said  that  d'aib-y- 
rand  \vjs  mu>  h  didiglited  with  his  visit  here, 
in  the  riid>t  ot  tlie  quiet  and  rornantic  ^ct•nerv 
of  the  f)ts',v::o  Lake,  and  Uiingiiug  in  society 
whiidi  fiiieiu  challenge  favorable  comp'irison 
with  the  aristocracy  of  tlie  pioud  i-'rench 
capit.d  . 

Pi... I,  timl7th  of  Sept'-aribor,  ISff!,  Covernfa- 
Levvb-.  tif' Executive  of  the  Stale  (U'  N\av  York, 
at  tb'.'  tbne.  aecomiKinicd  by  Adjutant-!  irnt-ral 
\',t!i      !i>aeh'ar,  n; ad'-  a  vi^it  to  <\iop!-ir^ m  iwu. 
In        month  of  SLqiteniber,  l^:VJ,  the  Ib.n. 
.Nputi:!  \  a'.':  r>!;uu),  tiien  I'la'.-idcnt  ot  the  Tni- 
\  t'-d  ^-t  Li''.>,   visit'Ml  Co(,prrsrown,    Tl'ie  L'o-si- 
!  d'ait.  w  ho  bad  com''  from  i''oi-t  ['lain  in  com- 
I  pany  v/it)i  Judge  Nelson,  and  several  otiu  r 
I  uiflingui.-he-d  eili/.ens  oi  Cooperstown,  was  es- 
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forted  into  t],e  vill;i;re  by  several  hundred 
iniiabitants  of  tlie  place,  and  the  g;icat  arateS- 
man  was  enthvisiastically  received  by  larg'e 
nuDfibors  oi  his  political  friends,  residents  of 
Ot^ecro.  who  had  assembled  near  the  Eagle 
Iluud  ;  the  Hon.  E.  B.  Morehouse  welcoming 
Trejident  Van  lUiren  to  their  midst  by  an  ap 
]iri.'pri.itc  address,  and  to  Avhich  Mr.  VanBuren 
mu'le  an  tible  and  eloquent  reply.  Iniay  heic 
reuiark  that  President  VanBuren  i)os£essed  a 
great,  s.igacious  and  comprehensive  mind 
wdiich  izrasped  and  successfully  solved  the  most 
ditiicult  arid  most  profound  questions  of  pub- 
lic policy  ;  and  Iji.s  public  career,  in  which  he 
liad  discharged  with  eminent  ability  and  in- 
tegrity the  responsible  and  important  duties 
connect  .-d  v.ilh  the  ofiKes  wliich  he  held  at 
difftrreiit  titues  as  Governor  of  tlte  8t:;t'3  cf 
New  York,  Senator  in  the  United  States'  Con- 
gress. Secretary  of  States,  in  connection  with 
Ihesidcnt  J:i(':i-;si>ns  administration,  Vice-Bresi- 
flent  o;  the  I'nited  St-.tes.  and  Pr<'sidentof  the 
United  States,  has  indeed  given -^Ir.  VanBuren 
an  eminent  rank  with  the  great  and  ilIustriou.s 
st.iiesmen  of  our  land.  Tlie  rare  and  fascina- 
ting fucial  qualities  which  ^dr.  Van  Buien 
po-sessed,  alwnys  ready  to  res]>ond  to  the  calls 
made  upon  his  attention  by  his  fellow-citizens, 
liave  also  given  hinr  an  enrlearing  claim  to  the 
grateful  remembrance  of  his  countrymen. 
Bresideiit  VanBuren  remained  at  Cooperstown 
fur  se\-eial  days.  ]jarticipating  in  a  cordial  and 
frieiidly  interchange  of  viev.s  witii  otlier  dis- 
tingui.-hc'i  men  of  th:\t  period,  v.ho  occupied 
tlie  t'ront  rank  among  the  jurists  and  legisla- 
tors of  our  cuuntry — the  Ron.  Samuel  Iselson, 
and  Hon.  Juhn  II.  Prentiss— tJie  compeers  of 
p':fh  laeu  ;i<  St.  ry,  Kent,  Beiiton,  Clay,  and 
As'e'.^ier.  '  Wljilht  1  thus  ^-.L-e  through  the 
Yista  01  tlie  p.;ist.  and  recall  this  scene,  I  can 
a^^'  iin  see  the  uiajestic  form  of  Mr.  VanBuren 
iiiingling  in  tlii-  group,  which  his  calm,  com- 
]>reheri>i\-e  iutellecl  rules  its  discussions,  and 
gives  t<-.  its  a'^S'jciations  tiie  lofty  earnestness 
and  gran<leur  whirh  characterized  that  epoch 
in  our  r;atir>iud  history  : 

"An.!  N  ears,  as  if  l\v  maciic  fleo. 
And  b-a\e  us  iu  his  L^rand  old  time." 

Ar.ioucr  the  distitigiiished  men  who  thus 
wa'l  'UUe.!  President  Van  Burea  to  their  midst 
at  Co'.per.-t-)wn,  and  with  whonr  tliat  ilhi.-^tri- 
oi]s  statesuran  tlien  v^o  c<ndially  associated,  J 
Leliev;'  the  Hon.  S  imuel  Nelson  is  now  one 
of  the  hitest  .surviviiig  repreH.-ntative.s  ;  as  he 
is.  indeed,  alur-'st  the  la.^t  re})resentative  of 
that  more -lurr.)us  era  in  th.e  hi.^tory  of  our 
country,  whr  ii  withi.'ur  ruourued  arid  departed 
Ktat.-sm.ni.  ha.s  passed  away  foK-v-.r.  'i'he 
SauiU'.d  .Xel.M'U  was  I  'uu  in  W':-.  •hingion 

cr,:i;,;v,  X.  1  .      lie  Lis  ^,    ..  vl 

gn-.duu  1  at  Mi  idhM-niy  O-:!  -g.-.  V--iuh»ui, 
a. id  ;a'iei  wirds  read  law.  In  1^17  ht,  o>m- 
ii.!-n.  c.l  Die  practice  of  his  cli'-S'-u  pn^uv-^iau 
iu  ('.Mtlandt  county,  N.  Y.,  wh-^re  by  the  e.s:- 
crei.-e  uf  hli  brillfaut  legal  ubilitito  he  riooa 


acquireilan  extended  and  permanent  forensic 
reputation.  He  received  the  appointment  of 
Circuit  Judge  in  182o,  and  di^icharged  the 
arduous  duties  attached  to  this  position  with 
unsurpassed  and  rare  ability  and  honor  for  a 
number  of  years.  Whilst  Mr:  Nelson  vras  thus 
engaged  iu  the  perforrnaTice  of  bis  labors  aa 
Circuit  Judge,  or  about  the  year  1825,  he  re- 
moved^ to  Cooperstown.  Mr.  Cooper  hero 
married  the  only  daughter  of  Judge  Russe!, 
and  made  his  residence  for  some  time  at  Apple 
Hill  ;  but,  in  1827,  purchasing  Fennimore,  he 
enlarged  the  house  then  upon  the  premises, 
re-modelling  it  into  a  commodious  aud  ele- 
gant family  mansion.  In  1833,  Mr^  Nelsoa 
received  an  appointment  to  another  and  still 
more  elevated  judicial  pcsition,  being  pro- 
moted to  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  State  of  New  York  ;  and  in  1881  hfj  was 
appointed  Chief  Justice  of  the  State.  This 
eminent  position,  in  which  Judge  Nelson  vraa 
now  call<^d  to  act,  ruling  by  his  superior  legal 
ability  and  knowledge  the  deliberations  of 
this  august  judiei-al  tribunal,  has  indeed  been 
adorn.ed  by  the  labors  of  several  of  the  most 
learned  atid  distinguished  juri.st5  of  our  land, 
and  whose  reputation  will  rival  that  earned 
by  the  most  illustrious  jurists  of  other  lands  } 
but  the  pure  and  lofty  fame  which  Judge  Nel- 
son had  here  so  nobly  won,  the  ermine  which 
be  had  thus  worn  for  the  period  of  tifteea 
years,  whilst  discharging  the  duties  of  the  most 
exalted  judicial  position  within  the  State,  in 
its  purity,  and  its  simple,  majestic  grandeur, 
has  as  yet  been  unrivalled — yet  gathering 
around  it  tlie  highest  forensic  glories  of  our 
State.  At  the  period  of  the  history  in  our 
Slate  when  Judge  Nelson  received,  his  appoint- 
ment, the  State  Judiciary  sustained  a  much 
higher  position,  so  far  as  the  ability,  sound- 
ness and  learning  of  its  members  were  con- 
cerned, than  it  has  for  the  past  fev^  years. 
Th-e  appointing  power  was  then  vested  in  the 
hands  of  those  who  brought  wisdom  aiul  expe- 
rience in  making  choice  of  judicial  oilicers  : 
but  at  the  present  time  it  is  lodged  with  tlio 
people — large  numbers  of  w  hom  are  ignorant 
of  the  policy  of  our  l?.v,\s,  and  even  i.giioranfc 
of  the  names  of  the  car.did.ates  for  whom  they 
cast  their  sufirage.  This  evil— -tho  extension 
of  suiiVage,  or  placing  the  supreme  po\Yer  of 
the  jbfate  in  tho  hands  of  igriorant  classes, 
who  v>'ere  incapable  of  cxerci  diig  this  sove- 
reig'itv  in  accordance  with  their  own  knov»- 
j  ledge,  but  were  led  a;id  controlled  by  other 
I  and  uiore  artful  men,  had  been  tlie  principal 
j  casrse  in  accomplishirig  tlio  ruin  and  down- 
j  fall  cf  the  old  Kcpubiies,  and  this  evil,  in  our 
!  own  laiid.  now  (•/■n  ■■(irr.i,-s  the  great  danger, 
■  i!       which  nriv  '•  c  vi  exist,  to  the  st:\- 

!  )  ii.tv  ;.-el  p.,'ripa.- :e  of  our  own  Kepuhlic, 
!  Tlic  r<'de>al  Ju.diei  '.ry  has  always  coiisii luted 
the  great  s.ifeguard  not  only  to  the  itber! ies 
aud  civil  rights  of  the  ciiiy.ens  of  the  liepublic, 
but  also  to  the  permanence  of  the  Republic 
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itself.  The  comist^Is  of  this  body,  as  it  is 
formed  by  the  Constitution,  are  subjecc  only 
to  the  control  o/ «ihn  and  eniiy-htened  reason 
and  law,  and  aie  swayed  neither  by  the  dicta- 
tion of  arbitrar_y  aiiihority,  nor  by  popular 
chimor— but,  uuinfiuence.l  by  the  exciteruent 
of  the  pf\s;^ing  hour,  applies  the  fixed  princi- 
ples of  the  Con^^tituti'.ni  in  testing:  the  validity 
of  all  actii  and  euactmcnts.  In  184o,  Judge 
XeUon  received  appoiutmeut  as  one  of  the 
Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  ;  and  he  has  now  performed  the 
duties  of  this  position  for  a  longer  time,  and 
the  comruenccTnr.nt  of  his  ohicial  labors  dates 
further  back  than  the  services  of  any  other 
tneniher  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  nation. 
Fonunuiely  for  the  security  of  American 
liberty,  nn  l  t!ie  stability  of  our  free  iustitu- 
liojis  and.  fawf;.  th.e  Supreme  Court — from  the 
time  th;\t  Marsliall  had  presided,  over  its  de- 
ni>er:if.ii ins,  down  to  its  recent  sessions — was 
ruled  by  the  nja?ter-ud-:d  of  the  eminent 
Cldef  Just'Cf',  Cljase,  who  is  aliiic  distii^guished 
as  a  jr.ru.t  and  a  stcUes-foan — has  invariably 
been  composed  ol  the  ablest  jurists,  most  can- 
did and  upright  men  of  our  nation.  Political 
prejudices  and  excitements,  which  have 
swayed  other  branches  of  the  Government, 
have  not  IiithLonccd  this  august  judicial  tribu- 
nal. It  is  but  sirapl'y  just  to  say,  that,  lofty 
as  always  has  bi.'cu  tlie  prestige  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  It  has  been  amply  sustained  by  tlie 
eminent  legal  erudition,  the  profound  and  va- 
ried forensic  learning,  not  less  than  the  recog- 
nition of  the  comprehensive  principlees  of 
justice  1)1  the  arbiirarnent  of  cases  coming  un- 
der his  jurisdiction,  vvhich  hcs  ever  marked,  in 
5.1  p!  ^.'-eu-.iuent  degree,  the  career  of  the  illns- 
trfous  iu!  ist— -the  Hon.  Samuel  Nelson.  The 
judiLial  (ipinions.  and  deeisujns  which  have 
be.'u  givuii  by  Judge  Nelson,  have  always 
u;:iT::ed  by  the  clear  and  logical  force  of 
arg'imjuts,  sustained  by  an  unanswer- 
>f  facts,  aiui  a  profound  exposition 
tlplcs  of  cou>ritaiional  law,  and 
ruldresscd  to  the  reason  and  the  judgment,  and 
they  will  take  their  place  m  history  as 
models  of  elcqucnce— majestic  and  beautiful, 
iind  unadorriCil  save  by  their  trutli  and  ex- 
haustuss  ]earuing.  In  the  discussion  of  the 
l'':-^d  ouestions  involved  in  these  opinions. 
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sou  has  indeed  -e-vinced  that  gi;int 
lind,  ihe  missive  strength  of  judg- 
<rrc  d.  a.guui',  titativc  power,  which 
ib.e  unmatched  propor- 
sal  intellect,  and  which,  ad- 
•ritncc,  h:rs  given  to  Judge 
.uuinont  lame  as  one  of  tiio 
\v;-;;        not  le-s  th^in  ih^;  ?r  ^r-t 
■':t-!.  iMw   hvlm:  in  teir  tl;;!^-. 
iivv.    i^xociini^u   ihe  tiiue  when 
'11  Jia-s  been  id'seut  to  sessions  of 
■  C>'!i.-t,  he  5 1..-'  resi'led  at  Cuo[)ers- 
j,g  !.:  -.  hume  ia  this  plea.sant  vil- 
|;.:i-Tt  forty  yeais,  well  known  fur 


dv 

.  col 
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his  many  virtues,  the  purity  and  excellence 
of  his  moral  character,  and  the  unobtrusive 
greatness  of  intellect  whieh  give  shape  to  the 
truly  eminent  charact-^r  ot  tlds  illustrious 
man.  Lojig  may  the  village  of  Coo^^erstown 
be  honored  by  his  living  presence,  and  pioht 
by  the  force  of  his  example;  and  when  he 
shall  deparC  from  earth  to  be  arlmitted  to  the 
courts  above,  the  influence  of  his  life  will  con- 
tinue to  endure  and  gather  strengtii,  and  his 
own  great  fame  shall  indeed  be  immortal  — 
and  then,  the  simple  fact  that  his  home  had 
been  in  Cooperstown.  will  ever  constitiite  one 
of  the  most  brilliant  honors  in  its  escutcheon 
v^hich  history  can  lecord. 

Among  the  otlier  distinguished' men  who 
had  -sfelcoraed  President  Van  P>uren  to  Coop- 
erstov.m,  in  1839,  and  had  also  accompanied 
the  great  Nevv'  York  statesman  from  tlris  place 
to  Cherry  Valley,  were  the  Hon.  HI.  B.  More- 
hou.se,  and  Hon.  John  H.  Prentice -already 
referred  to  in  these  papers.  Ju.dge  Morehouse 
vi-as  born  at  Hillsdale,  Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y., 
about  the  year  1701.  He  came  to  Coopers- 
town  in  1815,  here  studieil  law,  and  entered 
upon  the  labors  connected  with  his  profession, 
which  he  successfully  pursued  for  many  years, 
a  portion  of  this  time  being  ei^gaged  as  Dis- 
trict Attorney.  At  the  tifst  State  election 
under  the  State  constitution  of  1816  he  wiis 
elected  as  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State,  and  drawing  for  t!m  long  term,  had  six' 
years  to  serve  iu  this  capacity,  fnim  the  1st  of 
January,  1850.  I'cat  the  angel  of  death  came 
to  summon  him  to  the  tribunals  above.  He 
died  upon  Dec.  IGth,  1S19.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Otsego  bar,  held  socn  after  his  de.itli,  re- 
sokuioms  expressive  of  the  loss  which  the  pro- 
fession and  the  community  had  sustained, 
were  passed. 

Tiie  Hon.  John  H.  Prentice  was  born  in 
Worcester,  Mass. ,  April  17.  1781.  Cp'*'^  ^'f^^' 
8ih  of  January,  180o,  ?Jr  Prentice  arrived  at 
Cooperstown,  and  at  once  established  tlio 
Freeman's  Journal,  of  whicli  he  was  the  editor 
and  publisher,  with  tlse  excepti(»n  (if  ten  or 
twelve  nionths,  until  January,  184'.).  .'Ir.  Pren- 
tice was  re})resentative  in  Cuio.rress  durinu-  tho 
four  ye.irs  of  I'residv.-nt.  Xan  Puren's  admitns- 
tration,  and  sustained  politically  the  policy  of 
tlie  I'rt'sident.  Col.  Prentiss  had  tid;eu  a 
prorairient  j-art  in  assisting  the  wurtiiy  enter- 
prises of  Otsego  County  for  h;df  a  centur}-,  and 
vols  reirardicd  as  a  U-avier  in  public  rofdrs  here. 
He  died,  after  an  illness  ot  soiue  three  months, 
on  ihe  li'jth  day  of  Junt\  istd. 

lii  the  vear  1828,  the  llvti.  John  A  Dix  pur- 
ci'..Lsod  Apple  Hill,  where  Judge  Nels.-.n  had 
;;;st,  made  bus  rcsKlevnco  ;  but  31r.  Dix.  on 
y.  !;ioving  to  AlbatiV  at  the  tuno  of  his  ;ip- 
p.dnt!i;eut  as  A  {;nt  ;,nt-Gener;d  of  the  State  of 
New  Vcik,  s^d.l'this  doli^^htiul  jilace  to  Levi 
f .  Tuificr,  Esq.  Judge  Turner  was  b^iun  in 
Clareuuiut,  N.  H.,  pursued  his  studi'^s  .-i* 
Dartmouth  and  Union  Colleges,  studied  law 
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with  ihe  Hon.  E.  B.  Morthouse, 
tosvu,  mill  l)*  Criuic  a  ptTUiauent  re 


»f  L'oopei's- 


with  highhuid  honors — each  chieftain  currying 
hist'Maps  aruuafl  Lis  licad  with  the  ri'j;ht  hand, 


viihij^-e  in  18:^7.  Her,-  he  married  a  dau-iitcr  \  repeating  in  Gadish,  Neish.  neish,  sheel  era, 
oi  r.ubcrt  Caniphell,  Estp,  ot  Cooperstuwu.  He  i  ludsli  !"— and  then,  the  old  Fipor  stnicli  up 


was  cit-cted  County  Ju',J;j:e  in  lSo5,  anrl  v/as 
again  elected  to  the  same  ottict- in  ISo'J.  He 
ontiniied  to  pursue  an  honorable  and  di.stin- 
guishcd  profi-.-sional  career,  ni  which  he  ever 
nift  with  ;.n-t';'.t  suecess,  until  the  period  of  his 
icctiit  lamented  (lece;tse. 

jriie  Hon.  Schuyler  Crlppen,  a  native  of 
"Worcester,  Otse;;o  County,  N.  Y.,  where  lie 
resided  and  practiced  law,  renroved  to  Coop- 
trrstown  in  ISoo,  and  hure  continued  in  the 
Micee.-sful  pro^^ecution  of  the  labors  of  his  pro- 
ffvsion  fur  many  ye  irs.  In  18'>1  he  was  elected 
to  tiie  Bt;nch  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State  of  New  Y'oik,  to  till  the  unexpired  term, 
tiieu  four  years,  of  the  Hon.  11  B.  AIoiehou.se, 
deceased. 

Kobert  C.impbel],  Esq.,  whoso  name  has 
been  pjcviously  mentioned  in  those  annals, 
h:s-d  bet  n  kne>wn  l^r  tiie  neriod  C'f  some  i'.utv- 


the  tune  of  the  song  of  the  clan  at  the  meet- 
ing in  174o — 

0,  you're  long  in  coming,  but  you're  ■welcome." 
The  Campbell  fannly,  from  the  rernote  pe- 
riod of  17-11,  whtn  Mr.  James  Cam])bell  (the 
grandfather  of  Robert  Campbell,  Esq  )  re- 
j  moved  from  Londonderry,  N.  H. ,  and  with 
several  of  his  cornpagnons  du  voyage,  came  to 
the  vicinity  of  Cherry  Valley,  and  here  formed 
the  pioneer  settlement  in  this  region,  down  to 
the  present  time,  when  this  branch  of  the 
ancient  ch'tn,  whose  home  had  once  been  amid 
the  far  hills  of  .Argyleshire,  are  now  repre- 
sented by  sucii  noble  n^en  as  William  W. 
Campbell,  etc.,  have  always  maintained  u 
prominent  am!  justly  distinguished  posirion, 
alilce  in  social  and  political  relations,  within 
Otsego  County.  ,  ■; 
I     Amo::g  other  gentlemen  of  considerable  dis- 


11     years,  as  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  the  |  tinctioii.  who  have  been  residents  of  Coopers- 

j  town  during  longer  or  shorter  periosis  of  time, 
!  I  may  name  Hon.  Geortre  Morel!,  Gen.  Jacob 
j  .Morris,  liichard  Cooper,  Esq.,  etc.    The  reader 
!  has  already  inferred,  from  the  names  of  dis- 
tiiignished  families  who  have  been  referred  to 
as  residents  of  Cooperstown,  that  this  pleasani 
rural  village  should  possess  an  established  and 


vill.ii^e  of  (.'oijperstown.  and  above  all  tliis,  a, 
a  a  hoiifsi.  ■man  —  '"  the  noblest  work  of  God." 
Mr.  I'auipbell  was  born  in  Clierry  Valley,  in 
17S2-  Pie  pursued  his  studies  and  graduated 
at  Urdon  College,  came  to  Coopeistown  in 
1801',  and  soon  eained,  by  his  pr<>lessioiial  la-  j 
bois  as  a  lawyer,  not  les^  from  the  soundness  ! 


of  his  views  than  fronj  the  marked  integrity  of  j  velined  class  of  society.  This  has  indeed  been 
Ills  eharaetc-r,  a  distinguished  place ansor.g  the  i  tliy  fact  from  an  early  date  in  the  eettlement 


})roniiUfnt  lawyei.'s  (<f  insego  County 
inaintaned  this  enviable  pusition 
cease.      Air.  Tetbert  C;uupl)dl  belonged  to  tht 
very  justly  dislinu  ai>'i(  d  C;iinpbeil  fam 
ChJvry  ^'ailey.     His  biuther,  the  Hon.  J 
S.  C^iiiiplieli ,  [H-evio'i-ly  rianied,  is  .-tiii  l.'  vii".;, 
being  now  ni  the  'Jt^th  year  of  his  age,  and  his  j 
mentid  faculties  still  remain  good,  though  Ids  j 
body  gradually  yields  to  the  pressure  of  years,  I 
now  tilling  nearly  a  eentur\    of  time.    'J  he  j 
C,!in;>bell  farsiily  iiail  oi  iLiiuaJly  come  from  | 


y  ;  aiid  he  |  ^\^q  village,  and  it  is  now  the  only  pk 
tdl  his  do-  I  perliap.s,  among  tlie  covmtrv  towns,  whose 


ace, 

pernap.s,  among  rne  covmiry  towns,  wnose  in- 
-!  habitants,  or  the  more  cultivated  portion  of 
^'  I  them,  ])08Sess  those  high  moral  and  intellec- 
"■''^  '  turd  ei.dewn'eats.  tlie  virtuous  principles  and 
'     had  ta.-tes  which  unite  in  foruiing  true  ex- 
cellence of  character,  and  by  which  indivi- 
duals can  properly,  in  their  associated  capa- 
city, bo  recognised  as  Societi/.    For  it  v>dli  bo 
elearly  S'  lai,  that  aside  from   this  elevated 
otand;ud  whieh  recotrnizes  true  womanhood 


! land,  in  the  early  j'  lrt  of  the  eighteenth  |  .^ikJ  tTue  immhood  as  constituted  by  ^Va^'wg, 


'J'iie  Campbells,  a  name  celebrated 
in  Iii^tory  and  song,  trace  back  their  genea- 
b-gy  oVL-r  a  thousand  years,  and  belonged  ro 
liie  ])owerf!d  clan  of  Arcyle.  Some  yearo 
since,  a  iicphev,-  of  Ibibert  Campbell,  the  Ifon. 
Wni.  V;.  Cum.pbeH,  of  Cherry  Valley,  visited 
the  puri>le,  heal  leer-el  vi  hills  of  the  bin:'  of 
bis  ancestors.  While  niakln-  this  SMj,)urn  in 
Seoll  vnd,  the  Celtic  Soei'.'ty  liLid  its  festival 
ihe  huvn  netr  the  aM.  i._-nt  cattle  of  the 
and,  its  mcubers  gave  to  Mr. 
-v'l'ttish  wideome.   The  I're-i- 
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d.'Ut  of  the  Suciidy.  in 
St  itrd  Uiat  a  w.neierer 
fi>-<k,  i;:id  m'W  r.'lurutd 
f.niri:^,  iiiid  w:t^  i!'"'.'  aue 
his  elan- and  !U"\\d  tli 
i'Otnjrary  nn-iub'-T  ct  thi 
1  (t>n  was  enthn>iasLie,!,lly 
i:.'n,  the  lieakh  of  the  new  member  drank 
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and  unpcrvertc'l  by  false  education— the  lovo 
of  th'.'  JJ.'H.i'ifa?,  which  is  implanted  in  tho 
mind  of  evrry  iu'lividual  fashion  in  ihe  imago 
of  tlie  CtiF.AKHi.  aiid  by  whieh  nian  is  uhvie 
di>timruisl:ed  from  the  brutes,  ifor  tlie  ani- 
malii  all  enjoy  rating,  drii^kin::.  sleei'ing,  the 
warpitli  of  their  coars,  locom  aive.  erij.^yinent 
as  well  as  nvv)).  anfl  ^vilhout 
messed  tins  hi-licr  faculty,  tho 
tc  of  comuiuiiini^  with  the  Tvuo 
it  n'.'ed  not  argued  that  it  is 
j'lc  tieit  t!;ey  can  he  constituted 
i..  i-a  tliC  brutrs  \<j  be  thus  or- 
I"  viibitjM  of  Coopeistown,  in 
;  th-  I'lv^t  W')i  rhv"  and  aceom- 
V..  -f  !e:i  c!':'nt>y  i..L;e  r. -si, led 
has  ,ihvw\-.  s'>ediied  an  hieea.eee  -enii- 
neace  in  this  n-s|H;fi  :  its  societ;. .  alike  in  the 
[Uirr  tastes  ::iei  exemplary  i'.sst^eiai  ioiis  wlijch 
it  has  fv.'it;rei.i,  iias  ever  aimed  to  be  unr.ucrafs^ 


of  tlie  senses, 
mankind  [>os 
divine  attril.a 
and  Ik-.uitifid 

;;i-.t  a:",  i^ap(.s> 
>'..(•?.• 'v,  as  i 
eani/.ed,  'J 
vddeli  neuiy  i 

l.lid:rd  la--. 
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cnFMUN'G  VAU.r.r,  etc. 


—  adopting  as  its  only  tedt  the  truthful,  uimost 
inspired  word;?  : 

•*A  Iran's  a  man,  for  a'  that." 
'ihis  state  of  society,  reiinf<l  and  of  hip:h 
moral  tone,  by  which  the  viliat^e  of  Coopers- 
town  stands  so  [M«-L'iai{K-utly  distinguished,  is 
in  btntdni,'  contni^t  with  t!);..t  pretentious, 
bhani  ari.stO'M.icv   widcii  .-tart: 


pre! 
np  in 
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FrecariUon,  mainly  f,.r  his  own  :nnus<-mtnt  at 
the  tune,  but  rcadin.i^  it  to  jiis  win-,  hhc  ur-cd 
hiui  to  proceed  with  the  istury.  whirh  b'^  {bus 
sanctiout-d  by  her  approval,  aceorditi-ly'  did. 
I  believe  this  novel,  the  earliest  literary  pro- 
duction of  his  giited  pen,  was  publi.sbed  in 
1S2U.  This  early  work,  tliongh  cout^iiniir^' 
some  bierni^lies,  nevertheless  i^ave  brilliant 


and  which  is  1  pr<J"Hse  of  tiie  surpassing  genius  and  excel- 


little  viUuge,  as  well  a^  in  citi 

composed  of  well -dressed  b.'uls.— brainless  fops.  1  l^Tit-C  which  the  author  In  after  years  so  emi- 
who  can  boast  of  ca  certain  class  of  crimes  and  !  nently  evinced.    This  novel  was  .pule  favo- 


vicious  indulgence,  together  v.dth  silly,  sim- 
pering^ votaries  of  fashiuii,  wliose  {.apas  chance 
■to  have  a  pile  of  ''Greenbacks"  Liid  up— none 
of  wIk-UU  are  int-jllectualiy.  and  certainly  not 
morally,  above  the  level  of  the  brutes.  It  is 
this  despicable,  (;i>gi;sting  mushroom  aris- 
tocraiie  society,  v ddeh  so  justly  excites  the 
ridicule  of  all  reiiaed  society,  either  of  America 
or  Europe. 

I  have  now  only  to  trace  one  other  interest- 
in;-,  c|i:-od.o  in  tile  annals  of  Cuoperstovvn. 
Tills  ruvo!  Adilage  h,-s  been  the  home,  not 
only  of  the  illusiri«.>us  jurists  whose  public  ca- 
)oer  I  have  aire 

likewise  of  the  great  American  novelst, 
.).  Fennivnore  Cooper,  i:s(j., —who  occupied  the 
front  rank  among  the  most  endnent  literary 
men  of  all  lands  and  of  all  time,  and  whose 
iruperisliable  works  will  carry  the  name  of 
tlds  viihige.  where  he  resided,  down  to  the  re- 
motest age  in  the  roil  of  future  time. 

J.  Fcnniinore  C<:ioper  was  bom  September 
loth,  inO,  at  Burlington,  N.  J.  In  October, 
1770,  then  between  iwo  and  three  years  of 
age,  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  the  vici- 
nity of  OtsccfO  lake,  arid  hi.-^  early  boyhood 
years  >vcre  p-.issed  in  Co.»persto\vu.  It  is  said 
Tb;!t  bit-  deiighted  in  manly  sports,  ridmg, 
fcho"ting,  fishing,  sicating,  eie.,  and  he  found 
pleasur;ible  exeitcmeut  amid  the  wikhvoods 
su'TOunding  h:.->  liigblmd  home,  or  in  trim- 
ming tiic  sail:-  vi  h..;;dling  the  oars  of  his  boat 
upon  tlie  wateis  ot  tiie  Olsego  lake.  The  ac- 
tive, imjietuuus,  and  generous  hny  is  next 
sent  to  tlie  scin'ol  of  Kev.  Mr.  Fdiison,  at  Al- 
bany, wliere  he  r.iade  rapid  progress,  ami  at 
the  early  age  of  thirteen  years  he  av;is  admitted 

to  Yale'  College.    Youiig  Fennimore  Cooper  crowded  streets  of  cities  and  thorou^liiares  u 


tereu  t!^e  Air 
of  irnd^bij  ui 
.nudeil  to  ihr 
lowed  Ibc  - 
previously  r 
Fennine.u-e  ( 
auij.  UKit .  ,  I.' 
mmlo  iU-lv 
C'Unty,  V.  '..'  ! 
]ib  ;isnre  in  i' 
derduir.  ond  i 
he  wr,>te  tliC 


rably  received  in  America  and  also  in  Europe. 
It  Asas,  almost  the  hrst  among  .:\raericaa 
books,  very  favonddy  reviewed  by  the  Eng- 
lish press.  One  publication,  speaking  of  the 
new  work,  said  :  "  Whoever  may  be  the 
writer,  we  have  to  congratulate  the  public  on 
the  accession  of  a  novelist  possessing  a  peculiar 
felicity  of  taleiU  for  this  .-^pec-ies  of  compiihi- . 
tion."^  This  Novel  appeared  at  aii  opportune 
time  in  regaid  to  giving  the  name  c»f  our 
country  a  place  iii  the  literature  of  the  world. 
England,  and  other  nations  of  Europe,  had 
hitherto  denied  that  our  country  possessed 
imperfectly  traced,  but  |  any  literary  talent— a  short  time  picvious  to 

*■    -    .        I  the  issue  ot  Cooper's  works,  a  prominent  Eng- 

i  lish  Ileiieic  asking  :  "Who,  in  the  four  quar- 
j  ters  of  the  globe,  reads  an  American  book 
J.  Fennimore  Cooper  thus  volunteered  to  as- 
sert, and  to  sustain  by  unanswerable  proof, 
the  reputation  of  ids  country  in  the  world  of 
letters  ;  and  which  he  afterwards  continued 
to  maintain  by  his  genius  and  remarkable  in. 
tellectual  powers. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  works  of  Cooper 
have  been  translated  into  a  greater  nuuiber 
of  foreign  languages  than  the  writings  of  any 
other  author,  cither  of  this  or  of  foreign  lands. 
The  issue  of  his  ilrst  novel  'Thecaution," 
shov.'cd  the  earliest  impulses  in  tlie  genuine, 
vigorous  existence  of  American  literature. 
Wirt  bad  written  and  published  some  able  and 
fascinating  productions.  Charles  F-rockden 
Brown  bad  also  writti;n  several  novels,  ns 
"  \Vieland,"  etc.,  wdiich,  although  ne-,leeted 
by  the  reading  world;  still,  in  tlie  mysteriou:< 
gloom  and  interest  whicli  the  autlior  tb.mg 
around  tliese  delineations  of  lite  anda  the 

>f 
of 
ear- 

his  j  Her  tales  v,as  the  first  precursor  to  the  brilli.tnt 
uul  solid  triumphs  of  Ameiic;in  literatuj-e.  It 
vy.  fust  in  the  cipacity  |  was  about  this  period,  the  time  when  •'Fre- 
v.'hich  he  was  soon  in-o-  j  caution,"  and  his  .second  novel,  *'  Tlui  Spy," 
wus  pid'Ii.died,  (in  IH-JO-^D—tb.'it  several  oi  !u;r 
m-u'itorious  works  bv  Ameriran  autb-ar.-^,  a-s  tlie 


remained  at  college  three  years  ;  then,  obe} 
ing  the  impulses  of  his  earnest,  impetuous 
temperament,  he  weiU  to  sea,  makiu 
ciriie:-t  vovau'C  to  K 


human  existence,  evinced  an  nnouii  o 
talent.    But,  the  publication  ot  Cooper' 


In  1805  he  en- 
the  c  ipacit} 
as  soon  pro- 
■nant.  Ci'oper  fol- 
.  In  ISIl,  having 
-itloQ  in  the  navy, 
'd  to  ::.;v  York, 
•<  :a:.ev.  ; 'eV  fr^t 
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-t-.r  of  his  earliest  novel,    lished- Ihsie  pe-vts,  together  with  Gcxuije  D. 
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Prenlk-e,  still  niHiiitaiiiiiii:  thuir  prc^ud  pre- 
fminence  as  tlie  three  ■uo.^^t  sp]oii<lidh'  'jii- 
dow'td.  ino.-l  cn.intMjt  ;i:i>]  illiisti  ious  [x'Cts  (;f 
our  own  Lvtul  — ami  i.ow,  wiicti  Bwoii,  and 
Moove,  ;ujd  <-..oti,  ;in<l  (.liifthe  liave 
iLvvay,  and  no  Iohl^it  i!lii!)iiiiat(,'  by  thf,;  liirlit 
of  tii'dr  gt-nius  the  world  ur ■^orl^■— tlie-e  three 
Anieiicaii  authovs.  this  iiriniort-d  triumvirate, 
now  hold  t!ie  prc  tiiniient  rank  .is  the  c^reatfst 
arid  np'>L  distiriiriii^hed  j'oets  of  onr  a-;.-,  'i'hc 
rf<jd^.'ndciit  udiiry  wdiifdi  tlicir  '-;''/niiis  liab-  f.nwj; 
ur(/nnd  AniL-ri'/an  iitcriit'iro,  thi'  lustre  which 
jt  has  >sho'l  ai-our;d  tiie  name  o!'  <a!r  ciiunlry, 
ho'.vevcr,  h;;.s  i>ei;ti  -amply  s".sta.itu'd  i^y  the 
pO(.dical  productiun  -  ut  .Mi.-s  Phedi a  Can.n-  and 
^U.:i  A\\'-c  Cav'jy,  and  ai^^j  hv  Willis.  Dana. 
Ixiyard  Ta\dor,  T.  \j.  R-.ade,  liolnics,  WhLtticr 
and  Sa.xe. 

Aird,  in  tlie  fascinatin;.:  (hi-j-.artment  of  liti-- 
ratuio  ^v}i•.•re  Uoup/v  iiist  led  the  v,-;!.v,  iUid 
had  aopdi-d  .h  ^vid*  an  I  ivspl^nd  •nt'tanit. 
hueh  t^rdaant  v,  riters  of  tiviiou  as  l''d-;av  Allen 
l\u',  Natiianir]  Hauthornr,  Mhs  fl."  K.  I'res- 
<otl.  Il-naaa  Melville.  O.-or-"  W'ii'iani  Cur- 
tis, J.dm  1'.  Knin-dv.  ^Y .  G.  Siia^.  and  R.  H. 
l").ina,  .Ir'  ha\e  I  ii»aed  with  et;iirient  ^U'jC'JSs, 

'iiiul  Won  tl.  '  mduriny  la.nrels  ut  hu>.n:-. 

In  tl  e  d'  -.oManent  o*"  !;!:dor:(;al  wiitiDcr.  the 

'  grciit  i'.nd  diii-iri(>ii<  hi.^tonr.n,  GeorL:t*  ['ai;- 
croit.  jii-aly  0fcii;.''>^;s  tlie.  luo.-t  eminent 

'  }-.'j>lli'"ai  ;  and,  in  the  ntuarjalhed  vaiue  of  his 
)!^at':aia!,  aaid  the  eh^'aa-at  '  nvmner  in  which 
liis  c'liipreh'.aidve  .•■auitv  h  ui'/en  it  shape  in 
la'airin:^  tlic  ia  inavial  teiajile  of  American 
Ijistory,  he  st  in<js  ahmc— in  the  utu'ivallefi 
grandeur  of  his  i  'teilert  a.napproached  and 
inr.pan.a- :.a.i  1 and  h-has  nobly  .virned  the 
l.-ii'.i./'u  of  cndni\\)-X   ta.:nc~d;:!S  w  un  the  lofty 

•  pre-crnuieucir  as  tho  ahlc^t  and  iw-.r-x  iihtstrious 
lii.-torian  of  oar  a-^'o,  not  les-  than  of  all  tiiae. 

!  aia  a.vai  ■  titat  tli' ve  la--  'a;-;ny  v,  l-o  rdaect 
t,  t ;  ■■  , .  ,-, a  '  o  d  ;  ■  a'  ar  i  a  a  I'O  a;_:  \'--h;c!> 
.).  i'-aaiaea^'  (;o:ip'  r  i;  ei..  .■  aa  h-eau-e  it  is 
inaialN-  ta  raa;— -rcenane':-  ;  hut,  I  caa  well  say, 
th;i:  a"i  fa  ir  as  iny  ov-'ii  reseaiches  have  ex- 
(r;,  !.  d,  Id^^  :rv.'rart:d.- >  V  hi^~e  seenes  are  laid 
vithin  the  ti'ai  of  utral  Xevr  York,  as 
'•The  Spv,'' -•d'h_nerrs,"'  '-La:.'  of  the  Mohi- 
cans." '-I'dh  Finder,"  "Deer  >1  ly.aa "  <de., 
Tiiore  truthfidl}'  i!lu.:-trate  our  early  hi.-cory, 
^viien  tile  rtd  luan  and  the  pioi^eer  ^ha^al  in 
tie,'  oeee [ration  of  our  Ci>untry,  a.ad  h-  tter  Oe- 
ferihes  the  cha.v.u  tcr  of  eith  r  the  Indian  or 

'  the  harev  caiavent.  ;h  in  is  hase  i  i  any  of  the 

■profe-^-'d  hi-oaias  or  narrat.\os  ot  events 
t ran-. ted  in  this  le  .don— j-a]a;|  .s  cxcepiin.u' 
the  V.  rv  r.di  .;ea  v:..vk  wrdt-^n  i  y  Mr.  C.uup- 
hell,  the  '-Aaad.  o;  Tr.  a;  Co-eitv." 

In  1    r,  ti.  ■  .         }    <-^'  '  !  ' '  ■  v  ■• 

whi-lv  War  •  e  ■  -  ^  .aaid  ih.-  w; !  {-'[('•''.  , 
in  fr..p^^^'    ■  -  -  -    ■^^^-\        '  :;-'r;aia.d 

oeeu;.anr,^  of  ta  '  toe  -a,  ana  ta^•  r.a'^n  s.-toen- 
h/re'.cnd  tD.ae  fen.  I  ana  I  the  :nav  eaMVHa--a 
]rul  larni-he  I  t!a-  n.  :l:a'  d  foea  v,  hi.  ii  his 
ijeuius,  like  $ouic  fairy  Aiivi,  so  lailhfail}  ic- 


j  produced  tlxj  exact  inntj;es  and  pictures  of 
'  pioneai  life,  tind  so  faitldully  .delineated  the 
I  real  ehar;\ettM  i.^ties  of  hoth  the  red  man  and 
I  the  primitive  seitler.  He  has  truthfully  de- 
I  lineated  hinnan  life  as  it  aetiiully  existed,  and 
J  has  aecin.iitely  described  the  pieiure.-que  sce- 
I  nery  of  tlds  repon  of  the  State,  the  vicinity  of 
I  Ots;a_ro  hd;c  atal  tin;  Sasqueh.inna  :  and  it  is 
I  certainly  riot  uiaterial  tliat  the  novelist  should 
I  have  ad.opted,  in  desiu:nati!i'.s'  the  vaiiotis  jht- 
I  sons  re[)resented  in  rds  narratives  by  the  precise 
]  names  of  living'  indi vidua.hs. 
j  It  is  asserted  that  Enoch  Croshy.  who  lived 
;  at  So!,itl!e;ist,  Datche.^s,  (now  Tutnam)  Co.,*at 
j  the  tinnj  of  tiee  Kevolntion,  was  the  individuai 
'  from  whom  Cooper  drew  tiiC  fictitious  charau- 
I  ter  of  Harvey  Birch,  in  the  "Spy"  ;  and  Timo- 
1  rhy  ?tDarphy,  the  Virginia  riheman,  \^hof;e  un- 
1  erriac:  .dm  had  sent  the  bullet  wdvlch.  ternii- 
1  natcd  the  life  of  General  Frazier,  at  Saratoga — 
'  hirmial  the  ori^^inal  of  one  of  fhe  characters 
\  rrPiesented  in  Cooper's  works  ;  v.dnile  Ship- 
i  man,  the  h.unter  and  iishern):iu  of  the  Otse.iro 
!  region,  wa-is  the  real  individual  from  whom  the 
i  masterlv  delineration  of  Leatherstocking  is 
!  drawn."  a 
1  The  novelfst  has  faithfully  desevlbed  real 
!  life  ;  ami  he  has  clotlied  his  nnrrativt-s  with 
i  not  more  of  the  goriceou.s  cc>loring  of  Romance 
!  than  ;ictual  lite  very  frequently  gives  to  th(/ 
!  changing  scenes  whicli  we  encounter,  not  raoro 
j  of  romance  ttian  many,  those  indeed  who  have 
i  a  soul  capable  of  the  esnotions  of  passion,  re- 
i  alive  in  their  daily  existence.  Anrl  the  delinc- 
I  ation  of  the  passion  of  love  has  held  its  spell 
i  over  the  pen  of  the  novelist  and.  poet,  and 
i  held  in  its  enchantment  the  interest  of  the 
I  re.-aler,  frona  the  earliest  era  of  human  exist- 
\  eiice,  nud   will  continue  thus  to  assert  its 

power  while  tinie  shall  endure.  The  passion 
I  of  lore,  whde  it  is  the  most  intense  and  ab- 

s.alane-  sentiment  wddch  can  actuate  the  hu- 
:  ma-a  breast,  is,  at  tlie  sann^  time,  one  of  the 
i  purest  atid  holiest,  in  its  imiudses  and  a.^pira- 
I  tions,  whioii  <.an  thrill  the  bosom  ;  it  is  a  sen- 
i  timent,  a  feeling, which  is  always  pure— altho' 
1  it  becomes  so  olteu  improperly  confounded 
i  ^vith  fi  debased  animal  appetite,  to  which  it  is 
j  as  >ndike  and  far  removed  as  Fa.radise  from 
j  Pluto's  realm. 

:  It  is  sometinies  objected,  that  the  persons 
1  represetit(  '1  in  tlie-o  stories  are  placed  in  situ- 
I  atiojis  v,-hicli  they  might  use  f'ji  wrongful  pur- 
:  j>o::>  ;  but,  I  should  iniaeine  that  little  contl- 
;  denee  sliould  be  placed  ia  the  virtuous  prin- 
;  ei[  h.'s  of  those  who  refrained  from  vice  simply 
!  b..aa';.ae  no  opportunity  presented  for  iti;  indul- 
'  :  Ti!,;Vaire  in  heart  will  rem:du  pure, 

'  '  -.■  -  .hv- ,  -ia,  under  whatever  circum- 
;  ,  a;  'a  IV  he  placed. 

'i  i;...  :irlin''a:iai's  of  the  pa-iou  of  love, 
:  auaat  bv  O.oper,  are  drawn  wir ii  a  masterly 
from   uatiir-j  aial  fiem  life, 
oil  p.a'.aa-  where  he  describe.? 


)  wn 
inati 


Mabel  i>iinham,  Elii^dvclh  Temple,  etc.,  etc., 
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over  the  n-mantii:  fpisiMlt-s  \vov(.'n  at!!!*!  thr>c 
heroines  <<f  b(>riit.-r- luu -the  fair  nrM^I-  ri  h-nT 
will  lin:rer,  witii  ^ri(>^viru;:  and  wii.i.y-heatiui; 
litart.  lUitM  wiih'ws  her  fr^eit  rhefk  iipfai 
these  CMchantin-  puirc?  in  hlura'.-er,  bra,  with 
hur  drtanis,  lathed  '.vith  - 1( .\ f\s  rc-y  lii'ht, 
only  tn  return  a.nd  dwe!!  urr.id  the  fairy  smjer,  ' 
describe-l  in  thes'^  vr>ir,nit'S.  i\:rlia;.,>  no  other 
author  has  ?o  rr'ithfuMy  d-.-liaeatt. d  tlic  iiohle 
Beutirnent  of  Fnondship.  n.--  it  .-aaotimrs  ex- 
ists in  real  lif^- ;  nor,  in  all  t!i^^  r.i?  of  hction. 
'Ctiii  tht.'re  he  round  a  chara'.rf.  r.  move,  oi-.i^in  il  i 
in  its  coi-ctpiion,  ia  it--  deline;\tii)n  or  mastfrly"" 
noble,  generuu<,  and  pure,  in  the  qualities 
with  which  it  is  invested,  than  tiie  Leatiier- 
stocking'  — a  rh-!;-a''tcr  wlri  .-h  the  rare  genius 
of  the  novel'- sncce-^fnliy ,  and  witii  con- 
Ktani'y  ■iiC":  a  i:  iiittaest,  c;»rrieil  tiiroi;'j;h 
five  dni.-:«'nt  --.■:i::o,  "The  Pi.-^n^-rs,"  "The 
Last  of  the  Mohican?,"  "'J  h-  Prairi-,"  *^Thc 
Fatiihnd^rrs."  and  "The  r-;.  r      y- r  " 

1)1  Cooper's  tirst  romance  of  the  sca,, '  "Tlie 
Pilot,"  the  character  of  Torn  CijtiiM,  and  al.^o 
of  Boltborpe,  are  drawn  v.dth  scarcely  less 
vigor  than  hi-^  fiaiest  touches  of  pioneer  life. 
In'his  vaviuas  tales  of  the  sea.  "The  Pilot," 
"Red  Rover  "  "T'wo  Admirals,"  "Vy'lurT-an  1- 
Win^,"  "Alloat  and  Ashu:e,"  "The  Water 
V.'i^ch,"  c^c.,  which  are  illustrated  with  the 
bold  and  striking  miagury  horrovvod  from  his 
o^a  adventurous  lih;  upon  the  ocean  for  six 
years,  he  ha.s  given  iniruirable  descriptions  of 
the  beauty  end  giandeur  Avlnch  haunts  the 
sea,  an  1  truthfully  de-^cribed  the  romantic  ca- 
reer of  the  hardy,  pen-rons  seamen.  In  the 
class  of  his  novels  relating  to  the  sea,  Cooper 
ha.s  no  rival. 

I  cannot  dsvell  upon  the  various  novels  of 
this  great  auilioi.  rommenejug-  with  the 
publicatio-'i  of  "  1  recauiio!!,"  in  JS".^0,  aiid 
teriuinatin;::  \^  i(h  liie  •■AT.iys  of  the  Hour,"  in 
1850,  includln.;  iii  this  tiwe  the  production  of 
thirty-rdne  tii.;  a  'Jt  i  de^,  all  of  tlieiai  marked 
by  stron.r  origin  „Ni\  liud  the  larger  portion 
bearing  ttic  !!'■  ;ire>s  of  UTiequailed  genius  and 
jutellectual  pc'.ver. 

The  re=i' brace  of  J.  Fennimore  Cooper,  in 
"Westchester  county,  after  iiis  mania'je  con- 
tinued for  S'.U!ie  length  of  time,  lie  then  re- 
moved to  Coop 'vstown,  and  pas.-t:d  several 
.years  upon  Id.s  p!  ;oe  near  the  beautiful  Otsego 
lake  ;  and  abv..ut  tl:e  year  lbl8.  h*.;  reuioved. 
with  his  la.uiih',  to  S'-w  Yuik  city,  and  while 
there,  ■  i  iter  with  the  most  eminent  men 
oftheiiai  ■'!,  as  Cliancolh>r  Kent,  I^umnd, 
%vhos'.;  IV, nie,  b  i-^  been  rt-udered  illr.rftrious  as 
the  li'.-t  arl;.-r  of  our  ace  :  Prc-i'h-nt  King,  of 
Columbia  b'olb-'e,  Vevplanck.  Pryant  aud 
IlalUv!-..  v,'b--«  f ;i.  as  now,  ranked  as  the  first 
poet-  .d  < 

In  i.-i>..  u.,-  V.  \:  \V'  \\b' 'h  the  "Lasfcofthc 
Mohicans' '  v..  '  pubii-h.-.l.  Cvopor  went  with 
bis  fauiilv  to  ivu..;  ■.  and  made  his  residence 
for  some'  time  in  I'a.::-.  vTuTe  he  associated 
upon  terms  of  iutiM.Ue  fnenddiip  with  the 


I  M-irtjuisde  DsPayettc,  uud  otlicr  di^lingul^^be'l 

i  men  ot  Fi'a.uce. 

Ia  P?:;'.o,  after  a  so.iourn  i^-  vcn  year^  in 
various  eon n trie.-j  of  Lvurope,  i^it  re.^iding  ]>i\u- 
ci]ia.I!y  in  Prance,  Cooper  rcturutMl  to  th.;  ['iii- 
ted  h^t:ites.  ITi.;  afterward.,-;  juiidi-b-' 1  a  s.a  i /- 
of  grapio.o  ;ir)d  intercNtiug  sketches  lelating  o. 
the  varioa.s  colnitrie^i  iu  Puvv.pc  v.dui  h  he  i^ad 
viriited,  in  a  work  of  eig'at  voltiuus.  J^ci.ai 
after  his  return  frcun  lairopc,  Co^jier  rinide 
his  permanent  home  in  tb.e  village  of  Coopers- 
town,  at  tt,e  obd  f;innly  resideUce-r'Tiu  Ilall  — 
upon  the  Soa.tb.ern  b(  rder  t>f  the  Ut.-egM  Ld;e'. 
Here  he  e!npb>yed  Ids  lirne  iu  iiti.rary  pur- 
suits, generally  writing  durmg  the  eailh-i  por- 
tioii  of  the  day,  aud  in  agricultural  employ- 
ments. 

The  mind  of  Co"»per  v.as  fond  of  solitude, 
and  he  was  very  rarely  seen  in  tlie  crowded 
streets  or  in  places  of  jaib-lic  resort,  for  lie  pre- 
ferred, to  liave  the  iiidudgence  of  his  own  medi- 
tations. The  man  of  geniu/:  Js  never  alone, 
for  at  b.is  bidding  the  air  is  thronged  with 
fairy  shapes,  with  angelic  beiiiga  many  and 
hea'.'.tiful.  And  thus  the  great  novelist  passed 
his  time  in  the  quiet  secPisiou  of  the  home 
circle,  or  in  rambling  amid  the  solitary  wood.s 
v/hich  bordered  the  lovely  Otsego  lake,  and  in 
these  lonely  hours  gathering  the  thoughts,  the 
inspirations,  which  he  aftervr'ards  infused  into 
his  works,  and  ^hich  should  electrify  and 
hcdd  speU-boursd  with  their  potent  charms  the 
minds  of  millions  throughout  the  wide  globe. 
This  love  of  retirement  and  solitude  seems  to 
be  a  f:eculiar  characteristic  of  great  and  capa- 
cious intellects,  as,  for  instance.  Lord  Byron 
and  Paniei  V/ebster~both  of  tliese  remark- 
able men  passing  most  of  their  leisure  hours 
alone  air.id  the  grandeur  of  m<>iifita,in  soiiiude 
in  solitary  musings  by  the  side  of  the  mag- 
nificent, and  mighty  ocean.. 

Whih;  residing  near  Otsego  lake.  Cooper 
continued  his  literary  labors,  writing  Jiis 
sketche.-;  arid  noveh-.  Prom  the  earnest  at- 
xacliment  whicli  he  felt  for  tliis  pursuit,  and 
the  pleasure  which  he  derived  fi'om  it,— wiiii 
such  a  mind  as.  he  posses.yed,  when  thu.s  en- 
ga.ged  in  literary  elfort,  and  with  every  n':'rve 
of  his  being  thrilled  with  intense-st  emotion, 
and  pleasure,  he  eujoj  ed  in  a  single  leiur  a 
greater  amount  of  happiriess  —  more  of  the 
real,  exhilirating  pleasure  of  life  than  mil- 
lionaires can  possibly  do  in  the  entire  course 
of  their  sordid  existence. 

Cooper  had  l>ecota_'  p.-.-.^,- .,f  u  niodeiai  > 
amour'iL  of  means  fv.a!i  id>  ftih;  r*s  e^^ate  ;  iait 
fortunately  he  relied  upon  his  own  r.  ^ourves 
of  uii. I  1  and  active  e^=af^.!l-,  \^hile  in  early 
Pin  and  his  manly  cbaraeba,  hi--  earliest,  ro- 

!  p         f.  ::-id  ^.•n-!■'•b'^  S  V,'"e  tha^'d-'Ve- 

i  ;  ....  I  ':a,:e.;e  i.      1        ■■i-  .    • .^i 

i  ...'.r,  !  .J '.he,  !!.i.s  Very  Sruihfaliy  f'-m-i! :.».  d 
•  j;.  .t  it  :  tie-  gr'  at  mb-fori  aue  ot  P'-rd  1';  rou 
i  that  iie  iniieiited  tiie  wealtri  oouneeted  Willi 
!  his  peerage.      Largo  riches  certaiuly  never 
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l.*Tjcritt"<l  any  m.-in,  luit  liave  the  invariable! 
ftVrct  of  (lestroyi'ii^  h'\'i!thy  and  j-a-nerous  j 
impulses  of  tlif  l:ii!ii;m  i>.-nrn. 

Cooper  was  a  man  o!  c;r.  iiHst.  positive  nature  I 
niid  U'lnpcrameiit,  iuipulsivr  and  decidi-d  in  j 
liis  ciinvictiwns,  of  rfSn^i  l''clings  and  warm  | 
uffi'ctioi'u-;-- sinci've  aiid  plain  in  Ids  likes  and  ! 
<lisii!;f5<  ;  and  al  iu^ri;)::  cdl  dis'-'uise,  la^  •was  I 
always  fiTink  in  the  fxprt-s^iou  ol  ins  opiidons,  ( 
Ji'j  ha<]  tlif.  nia.nlinr.ss  and  couritge  to  l(jad  a  I 
true  au!'  lionest  lilV,  governed  by  strict  moral  ; 
pn"n';ip.  -s  ;!nd  d^'V^ut  rt-Iiirtinis  t^entinicnt—  ' 
nnd  li.'ncc  it  wnll  jo.t  be  surjiri-;!!:;:,  that  in; 
tlio'^t;  tim'-s  wiu.-n  it  is  nccoss.uy  that  a  person  | 
cornndt  t;onie  rrinie  in  order  to  bceoine  popu-  j 
lar  wifh  th''  crowd,  that  Cooper  had  to  battle  ; 
with  Midi  l)!tter  a'ld  nialici'v.is  enjiuty.  ]'nr  j 
in  ad  T'  l-i  tiiiie.  as  now,  tloj  Tiol>]e,  sclf-sacri-  j 
liein^'  n.  ivtyr  v^.ho  ;rivcs  the  ellorts  and  laboi's  I 
of  his  life  to  ;).',1n  aiti'e  tne  ijappine-s  (jf  man- j 
liind,  must  be  c«-!'i  r.!t  to  v. ear  tlie  crov/n  of  j 
thovus,  ere  Ids  i  r-^  v  ran  be  twined  with  tl\e 
wreath  of  lam  el.  {]:•  i'umortal  crown  of  fame' 
vdie.^r;  leaves  shall  continue  ever  fadeless,  and 
fresh  in  their  be.nty  through  the  long- 
clapsin:;  years  of  efcrnai  time. 

Cooper,  like  all  ottK-v  nien  of  great  intellect 
ond  irreat  s^'ul.  }i;'.d  his  faults.  But,  a  man 
ehO'i'.d  be  iud^^ed  by  wh-it  lie  nctually  posses- 
^os — by  tiic  virtues  of  Lis.  cliaracter.  ratlier 
thiiu  by  ilH  detlcltTiCiec  or  defe.';ts.  History, 
indeed,  has  ever  sl!';>wn,  that  the  man  possess- 
ing the  vcreatest  endowment,  of  talent  and  the 
greatest  virtues,  Ivive  a'-o  the  greatest  faults, 
the  stronLresi  pa>  'i'; 'i^-— biLU'ling  in  their  cha- 
racrer,  and  rc'je.'uii,.^  cot  trol.  And,  i-.  it  not 
to  teaeli  ustb;it  .nnon  .:  ail  t'le  exalted  beings 
^vho  ha^  c  a]  ;-■.'!  ;  d  r:p"ei  cartli,  o?ej  okim  has 
been  laidiler's  tluit  Jijsus  CiiiusT,  among  all 
vho  have  worn  t'le  huaem  fonu  upon  earth, 
Bhould  be  reverenced  and  worshipped  as  Goo. 

Cooper  is  now  v-one.  He  has  parsed  away 
forever.  Durin.'  "  the  y;ar  ISOl,  ius  health, 
vdiich  hid  eoMtin",  '1  rolie.-^t  \\[^  to  lius  period, 
Aie  il.  ]>-'>l.  the  di,-:in-uished 


Legan  to  f  dl.  h,  A 
phy.Nieian.  l)r.  d.  \ 
fia!t<'d  in  ri^Mrd  t 
wdden  were  fire-e'.ii 
frame  coutiriurdi 
iniluence  of  ill-'- 
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r.  I'rau'.is,  had  been  con- 
j  the  alarming  symptoms 
■ 'i,  l)ut  Cooper's  jdiysical 
fill  furtbtcr  to  yield  to  the 
'ee  thmu.^h  the  sunmicr 
i\  were  n  nv  brin^in.a:  their 
;>  ;is  the  last  oiiermi;  which 
lie  w:i.s  surroundeii  by  a 


the  ^ri-htest  ornaments  of  our  literature, 
passed  over  our  larul,  it  tilled  the  country 
with  mourninf^.  Various  public  meetingu 
were  liehi,  expressive  of  the  .treuera!  grief  ; 
ainonq  tliem,  one  of  the  lar.iresi  and  most  im- 
pressive in  its  character,  assembled  at  Metro' 
politan  Had,  New  York,  on  the  evening  of 
the  2oth  of  February,  li^'VJ.  This  nieeting 
wascomi)osrjd  of  the  ablest  ;ind  most  illustri^ 
ous  men  of  all  oiu-  land.  Irving,  and  Ban- 
croft, and  Curtis  were  there.  Daniel  Web- 
ster, th<5  gie  it  New  Englantl  slatesnian,  was 
called  to  preside  over  this  unusual  assem- 
blage, and  delivered,  on  taking  the  chair,  an 
ap[troprjate  and  eloquent  addre.^s  ;  while  the 
great  and  distinguished  })oet,  Wm.  Cullea 
IJryant,  pronounced  a  discourse  commemora- 
tive of  the  life  and  character  of  tiie  lamented 
Fentiimoic  Cooper.  And  in  regard  to  this 
oration,  I  can  only  say,  that  it  was  a  worthy 
and  fitting  tribute  to  the  career  of  the  illus- 
trious deceased. 

l  lie  llo'vvers  which  spring  up  and  cover  the 
graves  of  the  departed,  also  cover  the  remem-' 
brance  of  their  frailties— while  all  that  had 
claimed  our  love  in  the  living  character  of  the 
lamen.ted  dead  sbal  go  down  to  claim  the 
admiration  of  posterity.  80  long  as  exalted 
genius,  nobleness  of  soul,  and  purity  of  moral 
character  shall  command  the  admiration  and 
sway  the  impulses  of  the  human  heart,  that 
illustriou.-:  uanie,  J.  FenniUiOre  Cooper,  will  ho 
honored,  and  reverenced  and  loved. 

-   •  CHAPTER  YII. 
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iX>-    Cv".:per   de]v,i.!led    [(^-n  l 


In  returning  to  tlie  region  of  Newtown,  I 
will  pause  one  moment  at  I'ioga  Point — nnd 
briefly  refer  to  the  council  which  was  held  at 
tins  place  in  November,  1700.  'iids  council, 
I  find,  was  called  in  consequence  of  the  mur-- 
dcrof  two  of  the  Senecas  on  Pine  Creek,  and 
with  a  view  to  settle  the  dliiiculty.  Colonel 
Timothy  Fickcring,  wdio  then  vesldedat  Wyo- 
uung,  represented  the  U.  S.  Governn)ent. 

Tlie  council  commenced  on  the  lOth  of  No- 
vember, and  continued  until  the  2;hd  of  tho 
same  month.  'J'he  famous  r*Iohican  chief, 
llendrick,  Apaumet,  who  h;ul  received  a  cla.s- 
sical  education  at  Princeton,  K.  S..  and  wa.s 
captain  of  a  band  of  lF>usati'nic  Indians  in  the 
Fievohitionary  war  ;  lie  ;lfter^vards  ii\  ed  near 
Catiiarines  town,  and  was  tuk.  a  <:-Mf  cf  during 
his  la.-^t  illness,  about  the  yeir  IT'.'S,  byMr. 
Thomas  Nicliols.  and  btnie.i  n-  ar  a  hucklc- 
h'crrv  swa.mp  lying  uyjon  the  east  side  of  tiic 
present  vil h,ge  of  jiavana.  X.  Y.);  — together 
V,  irh   bid  '.V-r  ../-^      iv'-an!  iian.)  Fa.r- 

ii).  \  .s  i r  lie  :  iv.,^.'iw.  'a-i  [•  i.-h-Carrier, 
-1.  V,  iiuva:;  a  u;-i;ngai'Wied  warrii-ff 


-uiiee  of  (he  decrns*-  of  the 
d.  liii-g  occupied  s.»  iai  •rr  a 
mind,  so  long  been  oiie  of 


ul  tie/  t.  vyr.g;.^. 

Ti;e  Indians  came  to  th;s  e^ainci!  very  much 
excit  d,  and  v.ere  htill  i'u>ai;er  e.\-;i>peratcd 
and  intlamed  by  the  eloquent,  artful  speech 


iiisTorJCAL  ske:tch  of  the  ciifmung  vaij.f.y.  etc 
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i-Jacket.    Tiii.s  clilef,  who  now  first  ;ic-  I  Sfaccus,  and  becarue  the  le^viinL'  ur  domiiuinti 


tr,:-f  c^'!:tro^  ei.-'v  lt•t^■•^Jen   the   Iroquois   and  ! 

iv  GndnTTi.  relative  to  the  sale  of' 
.th-?  of  the  hix  X.itions,  at  Foi  t  Stanwix, 

in  •'•.•r'''.<T,  17S-1.  HoTfcver.  Colonel  rickoring 
iw. ;.  .-'^  /d  in  nni(.i;ni:  tlie  ditiiculty. 

In  D'jcemher  of  the  same  rear  in  which  this    ,  .  ^,  ,  ^ 

yr^unnl  m-tat  Tiocra,  1700,  a  (h'pntatk.r- o'"  '^^^  ^ i  ickenu-,  in 

the  :>ix  Nations  m'et  at  rhiladeli.hia,  tore-  command  ot  a  body  of  men  at  Salem,  I\Ia^^s.. 
liii,ii.~trate  n-.-uin^t  the  trcutv  m:\dc  at  Fort 
,^ra:i\-fiy-,  which  was  still  ia  existence  ;  and 
the  cliiefs  here  invoked  the  aid  of  Gen.  Wash- 
ix'jiov:,  v.hom  they  t'lrnieJ  Hanon'.laganiua, 
to  arrange  tlie  affair.    A  note,  signed  by  Gen. 

Knox,  Secretary  of  War,  20th  December,  1701.  ,  ,     ■     ,  •  r  ■  ■^ 

L^ys:    -The  Corn-Planter,  a  war  captain  of  h'^^^^.  ^]^«  penlous 


I  may  add  tiiat  i'lmotliy  Pickering,  Ivsq . . 
who  represented  tlie  Ain'^rican  {lavernruf nt 
here,  possessed  great  povveis  of  persnasimi, 
while  he  had  !ic!|uired  tlie  tact  of  exerting  a 
renuirkable  inliii'-nce  over  the  Indians,  by 
which  he  was  enabled  successfuUv  to  conclude 


in  February,  1795,  was  among  the  earlit-st  of 
the  patriots  at  that  period  to  oppose,  by  f<>rce< 
British  invas.on.  At  the  time  of  the  battle  of 
Lexington,  marchim:^  with  his  regiment  to  in- 
tercept the  enemy,  during  WAsnnxGiON's  cam- 
paign in  New  Jersey,  Pickerin:'^  was  associated 


the-Senecas,and  other  Indians  of  the  same  !  ^o^^"!^^'^  ^  i^f V'^     o  '  ""^'^ 

tribe,  being  in  Phila  kdphia,  in  Deer.,  1700,  pfV^"^  ^djutau  -Genera,  xn  1 ,  & 0,  he 
me.^nrcs  were  t^kerx  to  induce  their  interl   bela  the  appointment  ot  Quartermaster-Gene- 


f-V  'U  ;j  ^'.'ith  the  "^VH  -tcn}  .tribes  to  prevent 
furth'T  hostilities,  and  an  arrangement  was 
m.''.'ie  tlnit  C'ornd'i  :v,ter  shr.uhl  accompany 
Col,  TiioT.as  Proctor  on  a  visit  to  tlie  Miami 
villages,  fur  that  purpose. 

Further  n^easures  were  taken  in  April,  1791, 
to  dravr'  the  Six-Natious  to  a  conterence  at  a 
distance  frotn  the  tle-atre  of  war,  and  Colonel 
I'ickering  v/as  appointed  to  liold  the  confer- 
ence. It  was  decided  .to  he  lield  at  Painted 
Post,  on  the  17th  of  June,  1701  ;  but,  from 
tlio  papers  returned  to  the  Vv^ar  Departn\ent, 
it  seems  to  have  been  held  at  Newtown  Point. 
]\lHny  of  the  early  pioneers  in  the  Clieninng 
Valley  had  distinctly  remembered  circum- 
stances connected  witli  tnis  Council.  The  In- 
dians, who  hud  assembled  to  kindle  the  coun- 
til-fne  here,  in  great  numbers,  were  encamped 
along  the  western  part  of  Newtown,  their 
tents  rangii'g  from  the  place  where  the  P.r.iin- 
nrd  House  now  stands,  to  the  upper  portion  of 
the  present  city  of  ICimira, 

Among  the  early  ])ioneers  in  tlie  Chemung 
A'jilley,  who  were  present  at  tliis  Council  were 
?dathia^  llollcn.back,  Kiisha  *  Fee,  ]%leazer 
Lindley,  and  ^\dlliam  Jenkins.  Tiie  treaty 
Svas  negociated  beneath  ti-ie  shade  of  a  tree 


ral.  In  connection  v/iUi  WASrtiNi.iTO.s's  admin- 
istration, Col.  Pickcvivig  received  appointment 
as  Postmaster-General,  in  1701,  and  upon  tlie 
resignation  of  Gen.  Kno.x  as  Secretary  of  War, 
he  was  assigned  that  position,  which  he  occu- 
pied until  1705,  wdien  President  WAsniNCrTO?! 
I  appointed  him  Secretary  of  State,  which  he 
'  held  until  the  close  of  Wasuington's  admiins- 
tration  in  1800.  -dr.  Pickering  Avas  choseii 
United  States  Senator  from  his  native  State, 
Massachusetts,  in  1803,  ami  ag-ain  in  1805.  He 
died  at  Salem,  Ma.ss.,  in  1S20,  aged  eighty- 
seven  years. 

At  a  distar.ce  of  some  two  miles  \Vcst  of  EI- 
mira,  is  an  eminence,  knovvuas  Fort  Hill,  and 
where  can  be  traced  the  remains  of  a  fortifu  a- 
tion.  This  eminence  is  upon  the  north  side  of 
tiie  Chemung  rivi.n-,  vdnh;  the  opj'osite  side  is 
bordered  by"  a  deep  ravine— forn/mg  a  pre- 
cipiteves  ].e''dJund.  An  embaidvinent,  S(.-uu! 
futadeen  or  ti'tf-'u  feet  ^\ide  at  its  base,  jmd 
three  feet  ia  elcvatitm.  extends  from  the  brow 
of  the  ravine  in  a  Northern  direction  to  tlie 
summit  of  the  bank  restim^  upon  the  river, 
an.d  is  some  two  hundred  feet  in  lene;tli,  Tliis 
arti!iei;U  wall  of  earth  has  an  outer  ditch,  to- 
gether with  two  sli'jht  trenches,  riinnin,i;-  para- 
fell  v.ith  tiie  ancient  lui^tion  across  the  entire 


^vhich  afterwards  became  kricwn  as  the  "Old  i  wivlth  of  tliis  b,dd  eminence.  'lh;s  eartnwork, 
Council  Tree.  It  had  stood  on  the  sind,  now  I  undoubtedly  constructed  tor  \va:lii<e  purfv^-  ' 
near  the  corner  of  Cro.-?  and  Conantrie'  strcts,  j  however,  pre>ents  au  ap[)earan.  


indieatiin^  a 


upon  the  lot  at  pr-sent  occupied  bv  Mr.  Uec-  i  niore  recent  c>)nstruction  than  Gie  '■Ancient 
tor  Seward,  and  the  tree  remained  standing  !  Works  of  Western  New    lorK,     whKh  the 


until  a  recent  time,  wiien  it  was  cut  <lown  by  i  v.uit-r  of  this  sketch  iiad  surveyed  in  the  year 
]\[r.  Seward.  This  couiici!  of  1701-ti,e  tr-'atv  i  3^50,  under  authority  of  the  be--nts  ol  .he 
former!  at  Newtown —at  which  Colot 

f  the  Fnited  States. 

Ped- 
f  t  lu 


thy  Pkk -in-,  in  beledf 
and   ( 'or!!-l'!;inter  (Kiantwanl 
Jacket,   wi'di  other  em 
Iro'iM'-^.  P'  -'-'d. 

di~c:|^d^a!^  ;;r<c;Kd  l!: 
In, Ids  a  nv:i">  ^'-i-.  !  le 
at  this  t;:at  il 

Ihe-e  ri-nro  k;d'h.-  i->'a  -r 
♦i-.nd  held  Mii  h  cmp'./t- 


m;nt  s,e 


■Jaek.-r.  had 
by  \vhieh  h» 


.su[iremai'y  over  t  he  j 


inio-  i  University  of  tlio  State  of  New  \oriC. 

I  'Piiis  fntrtrichment  near  FUnira  (X-cn[ties  an 
i  a.lniirabie  position  for  defe!i--e,  as  it  is  (»rdy 
I  aere.-'.si'ole  Irom  a  sin^de  dirrriioU,  a  nulitary 
the  1  ':-;in<er  would  imt  h  ive  evince<i  t^rcater  srr.i- 
,  '  t'-eieal  art  in  the  coiislructii.n  nt  tliis  defensive 
v.- ,  •  ;  e  irihwt)vk.  'Ihe  fortiilealion  hero  may  have 
,.,.'.1  I,.  '!!.  |.r"l»ab!y,  reaic<l  by  (he  Iroqimis  during 
tiu--  i  tbe  I'lci  iod  of  "early  kr.mch  exi-editious  iut-o 
the  te'-rit*.'ry  oi  the  Si.v  Nations. 
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I  may  hero  remark  that  while  prosecntii-!;:^  | 
these  re^^aiche.s  Tt4ative  to  the  hidory  of  this  j 
valley,  I  receivyd  iuforuiation  of  an  extensive 
scries  of  ancient  earthworks  lowited  upon  the 
trii)ut;vry  stremns  ot  the  .Sus<yiehanna  aud  the 
Delawrirc,  while  it  i.-;kaovva  tliat  a  large  num- 
ber of  Indian  mounds,  etc.,  are  situated  in 
other  portions  of  the  St  dt^.  It  is  only  throni,di 
a  full  and  complete  survey  of  these  fastpcrish- 
ing  memorials  of  former  enipire,  these  rapidly 
dt.-o^^yin:;  monuments  wldoh  now  afford  the  ^ 
enly  record  of  that  race  tluvt  once  occupied  and  i 
held  SovcreiL-nty  of  our  soil,  by  a  rigid  iu\'esti- 
?..ition  and  scientific  research  of  the  entire  sub-  j 
jt'ot,  in  its  arciia'logical,  ethnological  and  his-  ! 
torical  relations,  that  we  may  hope  to  be  able 
to  rescue  an  intrtriiftive  chapter  in  the  annals  ' 
of  the  ixiKt  from  obliviun,  or  cast  any  li^ht  | 
upon  l!iO  history  of  the  bcate  during  its  occu- 
pancy by  the  mound-builders— while  possibly  j 
buch  an  exploration  might  unravel  the  mys-  j 
lery  as  to  their  origin  and  fate,  and  bL-  the  ' 
intrans  of  pei'petnaling.  before  these  ancient  | 
momids  and  etirthworks  are  ail  effaced,  some  j 
reliable  record  of  the  Ante-Columbian  period  | 
in  tlie  history  of  our  land.  I 

I  will  now  attempt  to  give  a  brief  review  of ; 
tlie  Iroijuois  occupation  of  the  region  em-  j 
br.--(  ed  in  these  historici.l  Giwiuiries.  i 

JefTersoM,  whose  philosophical  mind  gave  j 
profourid  investigations  to  nearly  every  de- 
partment of  hum.in  knowledge,  in  his  "Notes 
on  Virginia,"  in  giviiig  tlie  list  of  the  Indian 
tiil/os,  their  h^cation  and  numbers,  in  1770, 
mak.es  the  following  statement  :  '-Cayugas 

0.  n  the  Cayuga  lake  and  ne-'ir  branch  of  bus- 
quelianna,  220;  Senecas,  ou  tlie  waters  of  the 
i^u.-^ipiehanua.  Oat:irir),  amt  head  of  Ohio,  GOO." 

'I'he  portion  of  the  Lidian  tribes  who 
h .''"it.,  i!  t'ne  va'h.'v,  and  ranged  the  addohiing  j 
bills  l.'et\se^ju  the  CiuMnung  river  and  Seneca  i 

1,  \k'\  at  the  time,  of  Sulliean's  c.^pi^dilion,  | 
N-.-ot'"  pi  ineipally  Ca^'U'-T'is,  Tuscarora  and  Sc- i 
U'  '.rite  ftniian  kin?,  CanadesoLfa,  of  tlie  [ 
S  -r  HMS,  was  kiih.-d  ai  the  hatile  of  Chemung,  i 
1  rd.-«  rcgif'a  wis  coninii'n  hr.ntin,^  ground  to  ! 
all  tin;  Six-X  ilions.  W'iieu  it  bt-gan  to  be 
^eltlrd  l^y  emigrants  from  tlie  East,  in  175S. 
Ihrii'c  nu.eihvMs  <-:'  Indiaus  stdl  resided  between 


Ihf 


1  i.k';  and  tie;  nv-i . 
!i  the  Iroipi.iis  CKUfi., 
•ni'i;  of  so  nein}-  de^li 
•Jacket  bee,.in  to  ar-j 
e,i!<-d  asren.b-ney  an 
■.\  V.l  iiere  nntke  nu  e> 
hue  Ibei.  -j'hoiu  L.  ^l 
r-i.ak  and  ex'  rei.-<'( [•  ' 
!i  aiui-tig   tin-  >:-:i' ■ 


k  V. 


.iS  at  this  period. 
:rc  '-;Tacv<l  by  the 
■I'  d  cbicis, '  that 
aiid  e.\.<.;rti.-;e  his 
th  :  Iroipu^is. 
,  fi'Siu  a  M.^:■'.  of 


•e;k  who  had  ii^dd 
aiitk'.rit V  of  a  Sa- 


Among  these  none  were  more  eminent  thaa, 
the  celebrated:  Ked-Jacket.      He  exhibited', 
great  powers  of, on. tory  at  the  Treaty,  held  by 
Col.  Mckering,  at  Newtown.  Puint,  in  1791. 
Red-Jackat,, who. had  always  opposed  all  at-  ' 
tempts  to  civilize  or  Ciiristianize  the  tribes, 
exhibited  on  this  occasion  hi.s  greatest  powers" 
of  mind,  in  opposition  to  the  prop-osals  of  the 
Government;  and  the  result  was,  they  were- 
only  accepted  by  Cornplanter's  tribe.    Id  a 
conversation  held  with  Red  Jacket,  at  Bath, 
in  1828,  he  informed  me  that  when  a  child,  he  '■ 
was  present  at  a  great  Council-Fire  of  the  ^ 
Tribes,  at  Shenandoah,  in  Virginia.    The  va- 
rious nations  were  represented  by  their  most 
distinguished  orators,  bafc.the  greatest  among 
thern  was  Logan,  a  Cayuga,  who  had  removed' 
from  his  residence  on  the  Cayuga  to  Shamo- 
kin,  on  tlie  Susquehanna.      Red-Jacket  re- 
marked that  he  was  so  highly  delighted  v»dth 
Logan's  eloquence,  that  he  resolved  to  devoto 
himself  to  public  speaking  and  to  follow  Lo- 
gan as  his  model.    He  said  that  he  was  in  the  ■ 
habit  of  speaking  in  the  woods  v.dierehe  could  , 
find  a  waterfall,  vdiere  he  exercised  his  voice 
auiid  the  roaring  waters,,  to  acquire  tije  neces- 
sary, command  and  tone  to  adilress  hvrge  as- 
semblies.   One  of  his  favorite  resorts  for  this  , 
purpose  was  the  magnihce!ifc  watertal]  at  Ha- 
vana.   The  name  of  the  stream  was  Slie-qua- 
gah — or,  as  he  interpreted  it,  "the  place  of 
the  roaring  waters."     The  waterfall  seems  to 
have  been  his  peculiar  inspiration.-  In  early 
lite  the  beautiful  She-qna-gah,  and  in  his  ma- 
ture years  tlie  mighty  Ne-au-ga-rah,  fl  give 
his  own  pronunciation,)   were  liis  favorite 
haunts.  *    There  arc  certain  (puilitieo 

of  mind  exhibited  in  the  untutored.  Indian, 
which  shine  forth  in  ail  the  lustre  of  natural 
perfection.  His  simjde  integrity,  his  gene- 
rosity, his  unbounded  ho-i[)itality,  his  love  of 
truth,  and  his  unwavering  liiiclity,  are  graces 
of  humanity  whii-h  neither  educ.ttiou  can  im- 
part, nor  civilization  confer  ;  and  when  they 
exist,  it  is  bjer.use  the  gifts  of  Diuty  have  ■ 
never  been  perverted." 

The  writer  of  this  sketch,  too,  has  had  somo 
opportunity  to  become  conversant  with  Indian 
life.  Ho  has  sojourned  for.  weeks,  drtring 
^vllich  he  had  not  seen,  civili/.cd  man,  amiilst- 
the  rude  children  of  the  forest,  he  has  huu 
down  , to  secure  lepo.-e  in,  the  nie;!it-earnp  of 
th.e  Indian,  aruvmd  the  hre  whi'  h  they  had 
kiiidled  in  the  v.ildwooils  — lie  has  aee..)n!pa- 
lued  tlie  Indian  hunter  u;  .ni  the  chase,  and 
lidded  hv  the  Indian  mrii.hii  tiu-ou_;li 


has  been 

the  [.aril 

rate  the 
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■xn;ir<H't.\-te<I  by  one  sox, — the  natur-al,  luios- 
:tcntiiiious,  but  .real  ckistity  and  virtue,  mid 
evinced  by  the  other  so:<— I  can  only  say, 
'that  the  Indian  character  pre^^eiits,  in  these  re- 
spects, a  model  which  ••cultivated  fcocicty" 
, iiiight  vv'ell-choose  for  eijiiilaiion. 

Among  all  the  baTlari-c  tribes,-^the  Ko-^Ie-. 
ilio-eau-nec,  or  "People  of  tiie  Long  House," 
— the  Iroquois  —  lield  pre-eminent  rank  for 
eloquence,  bravefy  and  skill  in  war, — con- 
summate address  and  energy  in  pertectiufr  all 
the  arts  v.ldch  crave  success  to  iudian  policy, 
p.ut  the  mighty  league  that  once  held  sove- 
reii-'nty  of  all  these  lands  watered  by  tlie  Sus- 
Cjuehanna  and  its  tributary  streams,  lias  lost 
its  supremacy  forever  !  At^ta;-ho  and  Kia- 
Viitha,  the  deities  of  this  -Confederacy,  no 
longer  worshipped  \^pou  the  banks  of  tr-eso 
noMi^  rivers,  have  departed.  The  council- 
fires  of  the  Iroquois,  once  marking  their  wide 
jurisdiction,  have  been  extinguished.  Their 
em  [lire  has  passed  away  ;  and  the  shadosvs  of 
:inght,  -which  have  already  enveloped  so  many 
Indian  nations,  nov.'  gathers  darkly  around 
the  fe\7  remaining  Iroquois  who  yet  linger 
here,  Vr'here  the  gleam  of  the  netting  gun 
din  ly  falls  up^a  the  graves  of  their  fath-ers, 
to  lament  the  departed  greatness  of  their  once 
•powerful  empire,  and  eve  long  its  impenetrable 
"gloom  will  "wrap  even  this  small  remnant  of 
the  once  liaughty  Iroi^uois  in  darkness  and 
oblivion. 

I  will  now  attempt  to  gather,  and  briefly 

.narrate  such  -reminiscences  as  may  yet  remain 
relating  to  the  early  bettlement  and  history 
ct  N evsdown . 

Colonel  John  Hendy  w^as  the  pioneer-of  the 
Chemung  Valley.    He  came  to  Newtown  in 

■the  year  178u.  Col.  Ilendy  was  a  veteran  of 
the  ilevoluiivni,  being  engaged,  at  tlie  agcof 

jiineteen,  at  th.e  battle  of  rrincetonj  and  also 
at  Trenton,  13efore  reaching  the  age  of 
twenty-one  ho  was  commissioned  r.G  Captain, 
and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Monmouth, 
and  in  a  brilliant  iiionner  brought  off  the 
remnant  of  his  company  from  the  field.  It 
was  here  th.at  Capt.  Hendy  had  gallantly 
borne  to  a  place  of  safety  the  brave  General 

\Mercer,  who  was  v/ounded  during  the  action 
and  survived  only  a  few  days. 

Colonel  lit  ndy  had  broken  with  the  plough 
-the  tirst  held,  and  raised  the  first  crop  of  grain 
in  tiie  Chemung  Valley.  He  was  appointed 
Captain  of  a  niilitia  company  by  Cwvernor 
Geo.  Clinton,  ''Ft-bruary  2i'-nd,  ITfc'J,  in  the 
town  of  ChLmmng,  Co\mty  oi  Montfromery  ;'' 
ajid  commis.-^ioned  scc^ni!  Major  ^lf  a  "  b.cgi- 
ment  of  i"dilitia  in  tlie  ciuuty  of  J'ioga,  v.dicreof 

-Thomas  i'ald'viii  is  Lieut. -Col  comniandaut," 
on  "j-jfid  .-,f  M:u.-i'..  17 ','7.  by  Gov.  .Liy  ;  and 
..■ii-!\:ii;-.lun^-(i  as  I .'oiit.-Ctjlomjl  in  loOJ,  by 
ilov.  Licorg'.;  Clinton.. 

The  prtuecessor  of  Col.  Thomas  Laldwin  in 
command  of  the  Ilogimcnt  prcvjuusly  mea- 
ti.oued  wad  an  eusigu  la  SulUvuu's  ariuy,  at 


the  battle  of 
Culunel  Hendjv 
County,  Venn. 

emigrated  from  i-Imira  to  the  West 


Chemung,  3Lst  Augu.st,  ]77^J. 
was  bora  in  Northumberland 
on  the  2nd  of  Sept.,  1757.  He 
I  number 


of  years  since— -which  is  the  late^st  record  that 
I  find  of  this  gallant  veteran  of  the  War  of 
Independence,  and  hardy  pioneer  of  the  Che- 
nnuig  valley.  ' 

Guy  Maxwell,  Esq.,  bad  emigrated  to  the 
Chemung  Valley  Sept.,  1788.  He  was  second 
son  of  Alexander  Maxwell,  of  Claverock,  Eng- 
la:id  ;  and  his  mother,  v\"hose  natije  prcviou."^ 
to  her  marriage  Avas  Jane  McBratney,  was  re- 
puted as  a  lady  of  rare  accomplishments,  and 
was  connected  with  the  "clan  i\IcPherson." 
They  embarhed  from  a  port  iu  fcJcotland  for 
America,  in. June,  1770,  but  were;  shipwrecked 
in  the  Irish  Channel,  upon  the  coast  of  Ire- 
land, wdiere,  on  the  loth  of  July,  1770,  Guy 
Maxwell  was  born.  The  family,  upon  its  arri- 
val in  America,'  settled  -in  A'irginia.  Guy 
Maxwell  can-e  to  this  valley  in  17S3,  and  at 
first  settled  at  Tioga  Point,  where  he  remained 
until  1759,  when  he  removed  to  Newtown, 
His.house,.a  frame  dwelling  32  by  23  feet  ia 
size  upon  the  ground,  was  situated  upon  Wa- 
ter street. 

Newtown  was  originally  planned  out  on  a 
lot  granted  to  JetTrcy  \Visn'^r,  lying  on  New- 
town Creek.  The  first  buildings  were  erected 
in  1790,  at  a  place  now  known  as  Sullivan 
street.  The  dwelling  houses  of  Dr.  Hinchman, 
Dr.  Scott,  Peter  Loop  and  Christian  Loop  -prere 
built  on  Sullivan  street. 

In  December,  1794,  Guy  Maxwell,  of  Tioga 
Point,  and  8.  Hepburn  liad  purchased  of  Mr. 
T.  AVhite  a  parcel  of  land  in  lot  195,  contain- 
ing 100  acres,  for  the  sum  of  five  hui-dred 
j  pounds,  and  laid  out  a  village  plot  on  the  bank 
I  of  Chemung  river.    In  the  conveyance  this 
i  plot  was  designated  DeWittsburgh,  but  the 
j  place  continuetl  to  be  known  as  Newtown 
I  imtil  ISll,  w  henit  was  changed  to  Elmira  by 
j  an  Act  of  the  New  York  I>ogislaturc. 
I     The  town  of  Chemung  was  laid  out  in  178S, 
by  Jamiis  Clinton,  John  Hothorn  and  John 
Cantme,  Commissioners,  and  a  map  of  the 
town  deposited  in  the  otlice  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  New  York.     These  commis.^ioners 
liad  surveyed,  at  this  time,  October,  178S,  lots 
lying  iu  the  town  of  Chemung,  and  situated 
licar  the  'J'ioga,  or  Chemung  river,  for  the 
several  individuals  below  named  :  Israel  Par- 
shall,  209  acres  ;  Usual  Ikites,  183  acres  :  C. 
j  Christ,  102  acres  ;  Josiah  Green,  400  acres  ; 
I  Richard  Eds>dL  2d.  2S5  acres.  ThtT  also  sur- 
1  vc've  i  ix  lot  of  -150  acres  lor  John  .Miller,  in 
:  Lig  i^l.ds. 

I  In  1778,  Guy  ]\raxwell  was  appointed  Prln- 
i  cipal  Assefsor  for  the  Sixth  A^se^sraent  Dis- 
[  trict  of  t.'ic  Ninth  Divl.-ion  of  the  State  of 
i  New  York,  whi.di  comprised  the  County  of 
!  Tioga,  which  then  included  fix  towns,  viz  : 
j  NewtoN^  n.  C'hemung,  Owego,  Chenango,  Union 
'  aad  Jericho.    This  .assessJiaeut  was  made  in 
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initlei:   tlic       ni ill i;. 
AJ;Uiis.    Col.  i'i-'r;, 
the  h^uporvi^ior  ol  Kcvcii^; 
2scw  \r;rk.    Tiic  uri_,i:i:u 


ill-.'.    .  Uirei'  t.ix, 

L  i  Xew  Yolk,  v.  u^ 
-  i  jr  the  ytate  of 
M  (liow  \\  'n\i^ 
bef-jro  nic)  of  the  aAftv'.>-:tri -na  r-.-i!  of  tlie  Sixth 
l)i.stru:t,  cuiit;Li!ii!ig  r!  ii::L->  ■  t  ri-j  iiihabit.iuls, 
etc.,  i.s  (Kited  ■•October  i,~t,  177S."    Jrfoon  after 


\vii!)iii  !!ie  {.r.'>euc  limits      (yhc.unurj:  Courtly. 

Col.  John  iieiitlv,  whi  iii  the  year  IT'Ju  had 
mado  the  lir^!  setth'iueiit  in  Chouiung  valley, 
lion.  Vincetit  Ahithews.  who  \v;i.^  ;i  in..uibor  of 
Ass'.'nilily  i;i  the  New  York  vSriUe  LcgL-laturc 
iu  171'1-Uo.  aiid  \vus  the  lirst  teiKUor  elected 
from  I'ao  V/estern  iJistriet  to  the  State  Lei^is- 
laturc.  thus  t-aily  occiii\vinr^  position  in  tho 


this  a.--.se>sui(jnt  was  niiide,  2-Ir.  Maxwell  was  j  Senate  from  l.  'Jo  to  lo02,  and  also  a  repre- 


;r(tpuintcd  .jiicrift  of  Tiou::i  cor.nty,  by  Gov. 
{.'(-O.Clinton.  '.!u\'  Max-*  r.-'.i  v.  as  a  S';»ldier  in 
the  l.ijvul'.itiuuary  war.    lie  dh^i  in  181L 

Arno;;-  the  J'ionecrs  v,-ho  had  settled  about 
Keutowii,  ]  will  uiention  tlie  names  of  3Li- 
ihias  liol'eiilia.'.k,  fonnoriy  of  ^\'}'Olnin^^  who 
resided  t:pou  ^'^at!,r  Stie.:.  i'i  a  hoM.-e  It'dlt 
partly  frani^,-  ukI  [kIi  tly  of  i'_  zs,         --J  hy  20 
feci.    John  Konlcle,  a  veter^in  of  the  Kcvolu- 
tion,  who  lived  in  afran:;  i; 
feet,  on  Vrat'-r  SC-ei  t,  a':  !  i 
■of  seventy  years,    .jos'/pii  iii;. 
wlio  had  been  a  soldier  of  t:;e 
^■.•as  Siieriffof  TioL^a  connty  f-  i 
li\iri:;  in  a  finnie  d-.v.  Hinj-hoa.-e,  38   by  30! 
feet  ;  h  '  <li  .d  in  lc02,  at  the  a^o  of  forty 
years.    Selah  ?Jatthe'.vs.  v,hi3  lived  in  a  frame 
house  on  th-  east  side  of  :\:a::i  (now  !?.ullivan) 
gtreot,  ar.d  who  v.as  a  veteran  of  the  Iievolu- 
tionary  war,  dying  in  1533,  at  tho  ago  of 
seventy-one  years.      Peter  Lo'"'P,  who  liad 
erected  a  framo -house  ti'l  by  18  feet,  on  Main 
'Street  nu.-i.ii'jiied  r.bovc.    J^.hn  Stov/er,  who 
built  a  hoi;  e  or  hewn  logs,  3d  by  '20  feet,  on 
the  east  side  of  "3ii.un  street.    Cornelius  LoA-e, 
wholiverl  in  alogdious?,  2i  hv '22  feet  in  F.izc, 
with  kitchen  IS  \^y22  f.:.d,  on  V/ater  street,  at 
adduce  where  f.\;:i::n  (.'..e.ll  iits  re/iled  of 
IiUe  Nears.    I.eiaael  Ch-n  hdl,   vrlio  built  a 
Ix-ttse  of  S'pi;;;-.;,  h  u^-,  IS  by  ]']  f.^;l,  on  the  cast 
rid-.' of  .'Iain  street.    Chri.»t:,in  Scott,  vdio  had 
c  eeted  a  f.Muie  dwel!in^:di'  i:  ^  \  IIS  by  20  feet, 
ah-^o  on  .^hlil\  street.    John  Milhjr,  who  lived 
in  a  hoir"  3  1  by  17  le'-ti     J.  Ihov.-n,  who 
lived  in  a  b .'--h' .u.-j  23  by  21  feet,  erected  on  i 
Vv'ater  street,    r.olj'.nt  .St.irret  [  kept  the  taveni  | 
which"  uas  .-itnaJed  up.ei  ^\'.i^.•r  street,  and  ; 
wa^  a  frame  bui'd.ing.   :,:')  by  30  feet  in  size, 
with  kibiirn  18  by^L')  fvt,--and  which  was 
afterward  knuv.u  a,;  the  1- live  House.  These 
v,-ere  th''  settirr's  th;:s  living  in  their  frame 
and  log  dwellimrs,  ab-jut  the  vi]l;\ge  in  i::ts. 

'Dio  l;M.;e  and  d  vrliisv'-j  vhieh  lia.s  been  ga- 
theritej;  ti,ro\i;.:h  tb.'-  be.  ; 
iiudi  V,  hlv.-i,  had  nea-ly  t.;i\  L 
ie-^^  they  oru.j  e.\!.-led,  of  th. 
vfithdr-'.v.T:,  a.tid  we  a'/;iin 
>----te>.^f..  :.s  it  !:ad   st^  cl  i 


river  siue, 


.  ■  e.'-  M.-  .         ,1  .i,->,aU  t  b; 

•■  .ed  ;-i  .  ty-nir:c  y(-ais  agi>. 

<»:  ie  ui>j  Ldoueerswho  ^\ere  liviu':  e.t  New- 
^'■■"'■1-'        above  jncnt.i.jned,  in  17t.'^.  at  this 
i-!''  !.t.he  p;u.i',;ers  below  named  had 
I'd-  ;     [i^,.  YcAou  about  NewLuv>u  and 


sentative  in  Congress  in  ls03-1811.  Brintou 
I'aine,  an  oiilcer  of  the  AruiV  in  the  llevolu- 
tion,  and  wlio  had  been  taken  prisoner  daring 
th.j  war  and  coniined  in  a  iiricish  prison-ship  ; 
he  resided  here  for  a  number  of  3'ears,  and  died 
at  the  ailv;;ui;ed  ae;e  of  eighty-one  years.  Tev. 
h^)T\v.  1'  viojf,  who  oige.ui'-'.ed  t)ie  lirst_  cb.urch, 
or  reu.doe-  r-.-eiety  ^^L';.pU^L»  whieU  was  e.>tub- 
n.-h-J.  in  Cle.-mung  valley,  formed  in  1700,  at 
-A  1  W.dk-burgl).    Joseph  lliiler,  Isaac  r>a!d win, 

^    ^'i.b(m.'<  liov^er,   John  Hendv,  Henrv  l^aluwin, 
""^^'^Tlf-  ;  Cdeh  iViker,  :!].  ]:enner  :,-and  idljah  Krick. 
^len.vm,  .u.       :  ^^^^^.^  j^.^^^  commenced  a  .settlement  at  l^rick, 

^■-VlV;iV''i^!o  i  ^ii'^.     1'^^'  ^^1'^^-^      "^'-'^  soon  followed  by 
'  ^       ^ '       '  Cant.  I'.  McDowell  and  William  Wiucoop. 

'i'lie  house  of  William  Dunn,  and  also  that 
of  Xatharnel  W.  Howell,  were  fiitualcd  on  tho 
bank  of  tlio  river,  east  of  Sullivan  street. 
Many  of  tlm  old  houses,  erected  during  tho 
early  period  of  the  settlement  of  Newtown,  in 
the  "neighborhood  of  buHivau  street,  arc  yet 
remaining.  In  these  buildings,  where  moss  In 
now  cropping  round  the  crumbling  door-sill, 
ami  over  tiie  shattere*!  window-pane,  the  eraly 
settlers  had  lived,  and  bad  their  sliarc  of  joy 
oivl  of  sorrov;'— here,  too,  they  loved,  and  had 
been  actors  in  romances  as  impas-doned  and  as 
stran-'e,  perchance,  as  any  that  are  recorded 
i.'i  ouL  literature.  i>ut,  these  early  residents 
have  all  pa.^sed  away,  and  are  silent  withiu 
the  tomb,  as  ice,  too,  ere  long,  shall  be. 

TliO  lirst  Court  House  at  Newtown,  or  Fd- 
mira,  was  erected  about  i7  -'3,iipon  :\Iain  (now 
Sullivan)  street,  near  its  intersection  with 
Cross  iStreet.  It  was  a  two-story  building, 
constructed  of  logs.  Within  the  walls  of  thi.-j 
(-Id  Court  House  have  sat  such  eminent  jurist^} 
as  Livin-ston,  Spencer,  Kent.  VanXess,  V/ood- 
worth,  'i'ompkins,  etc.  And  within  its  ruda 
bar  h.ive  been  uttercl  the  clotiueut  arguments 
of  such  diuinuuisbed  lawyers  as  llorncli, 
Matthews,  Hai.uht,  Se'dgwick,  Avery,  iSpeucer, 
Diekiuson,  Divin  and  Collier. 

'bhe  Judges  in  tho  iJourts  of  Tioga  County 
\ ne  :  Abraham  "Miller,  from  177'J  to  17'JS  ; 
John.  Patterson,  from  i?V'd  to  ISOT  ;  John 
Midor,  from  IbOT  to  ISoO  :  .M.  Coryell,  honi 
i-I')t..  l^iS  ;  Cr.  W.  Parstow,  from  PSIS  to 
1:  .:  ;  :  (3vant  P..  l-5:ddwin,  from  1S2S  to  lo33  ; 
.L!id  .:o:iu  P.  Drake,  fror^t  1S33  to  1-3^.  _ 

V.illiam  Dunii,  who  b.vl  been  ;t  .-ohiier  in 
tlie  Pevolutionarv  War,  a:ul  v>ho  had  umde 
hi-.,  re.^idenee  at  Newtowti,  died  here  at  th-J 
age  of  uinet.y  years. 

[  may  b  >e  reaieirk,  that  in  17'J7  Newtown 
was  vL'ited  \</  tlie  Duke  of  Orlean.i— Loui;i 


uh:ht  ox  the  l\:>l, 
r-:)rd    the  h.Oi.leS, 

l'e.i!:e'.us,  [.<  here 
have  a  ■.li'np.-e  (,t 
;  t:.e   pee^  I  i{< 
tb'  ei  ,  h  n;>b- 
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wlik-h,^  t!ie  lii^i  p:i,r.or  wus  Rov.  1).  ilurdooh. 
riio  iir.-t  Iuii)ti.st  Uiiufch  ^v;l^;  urLcauizc'l  iii 
May,  lb-:i--its  |>.is;tur,  \v.;,s  L^u^  P.  O.  (.'dllctt. 

org.'vr/ueJ  iu 
hoiU'is  Clarko, 


I'hilippe.  The  fatK  -v  ot  thi^  cc-Iolnatvd  -xil 
bad  perished  oi\  tbe  .scalfuld.  and  his  lji-(,!t.u<-is 
the  Duke  de  Moatsp,,:i>i..'r  and  the  Counr  d 

lk-anj(dai.s,  had  hoeu  iiuprisoned  iu  the  Castle  !  Trinity  Cliurch, "Kpi.seopa!,  v,-,i:-i 
<,f  St.  Jean,  nt  Maiscillcs.  llov/cver,  iu  JT'JiJ,  ■  lS;];>--its  hrst  rfctur  was  liov.  T 
the  French  Dii\'ciury  released  the  piis^.injrh  of  ;  ladepeudeut  Church,  or-atdz-ed  iu  18i5— it^i 
state,  on  the  cauilitioa  that  they  shouhl  repair  |  first  pastor,  .Rev.  F.  \v.  Graves, 
to  the  Uuit.jd  States,  accompani-.-d  by  the  j  Th.;  various  churches  exercise  a  wide  influ- 
Duke  of  Orhj;in:;.  They  reached  Philadelpida  \  ence  for  good  ;  and  yet  it  shouhl  be  wi.shcit 
lu  the  winter  of  1776,  and  rc)u;dned  tlicve  !  that  their  conimuaieauts  sustained  a  closer  re- 
until  Spring,  when  tht-y  visited  V/AsnixaioN  !  h\tion  to  tlie  religion  tauglit  by  our  Diviuo 
at  Mount  Vernon.  Tiicnco  they  traveled  |  Saviour -li-sus  Chrlst,  and  which 'had  been  cx- 
through  tevcral  Westeru  St;ites,  aiid  arrived  at  ;  eruplifu'd  by  hU  fullosvers  by  entire  renouuce- 


Bufialo  iu  June ;  ami  thence  proceedeil  to 
Canandaigua,  Genova  aixd  Havana.  From 
Havana  t!ie  royal  exiles  went  to  Flniira,  on 
foot.    They  had  letter.s  of  introduction  from 


ment  of  si  !/--hy  tlieir  love  to  God  ai\d  to,  Man» 
and  iu  leading  a  pure  and  virtuous  life. 

Col-  I\Iathias  Ilollenbaek,  from  Wilkesbarre, 
IVnu.,  was  the  carFest  merchant  at  Newtown-. 


Thos.  ^Morris,  of  Cauundaigua  to  tieveral  lend- j  His  store  -\vas  situated  at  the  junction  of  tho» 
iug  ciiir.eiis  at  Newtovvu,  or  Eliuira.  i  Creek  v/ith  the  Chemung  River.    S.  Tuttle 

The  Duke  ot  Orleans,  and  iiU  conipanlons,  j 
gtopped,  while  at  Nev,tov/n,   at   tlie  Fliive  ' 
House,  (previously  described  iu  iliis  t;kete!i),  ' 
and  remained  here  some  ten  days.  Dnriug 
their  sojourn,  they  were  engaged  in  fisliing, 
hunting,  etc.    A  3Ir.  John  b'tov,  er,  at  New- 
town, furnislied  the  exiles  with  a  Durham 
boat,  iu  wddch  they  desceuded  the  Susque- 
hanna to  ^Vilkesharre,  and  thou  went  across 
the  country  to  I'hiladelphia. 

Some  years  later,  Newtown  was  virdted  by 
another  exile— Louis  Napoleon, — while  this 
tiistinguished  exile  was  engaged  in  his  travels 
through  our  country.  Ho  is  described  by 
residents  of  this  section,  who  had  seen  him 
while  sra}  ing  here,  to  ha\-o  been  an  atliletic, 
tinergeiie  my.n.  He  was  a  relative,  and  1  may 
add,  A  v/orlhy  representative  of  the  Great 
J^mperor,  Navolkon  —  who  was,  inileed,  the 
great  master  in  the  realm  of  hDmrwi  action,  as 
bhakespcare  was  the  great  master  iu  the  realm 
of  liUi);,;.n  thought. 

Louis  .''.ip'jK.un,  while  at  Newtown,  had 
stopped,  1  iiavu  been  iiifurmed,  at  tlie  Fllivc 
Hou,-e — tlie  same  rude  tavern  ^vdiere  Jx,>ins 
Iddlippo  had  previeur  ly  stay  jd,  d'he  traveller 
>vho  liow,  in  iiU!i;ble  guise,  had  put  up  at  this 
log-taveju,  near  the  ris'er  bank,  atlords  a  stri- 
king contract  with  the  niagniticence  wddch 
waits  u]>on  the  Imperial  monarch  of  the  Tuil- 
JeriOft — tlie  Fmperor  Nai.'oleon  III — acknow^- 
ledgod  to  be  tlie  ables(i  and  wisest  ruler  now 
holding  i»ower  upuu  earth.  And  yet,  stich  are 
Fife's  strange  courii'sts.  Burns,  the  poor,  de- 
spised writi.-r  of  song,  acturdly  dying  from  the 
.etYccts  of  want  aed  ue-glect  (as  I  liave  been  in- 
formed bv  lelatives  of  iUuns,  living'  at  Ayr)  — 


but  tlie  ti'iic  h 
fiamo  of  .-ei.i 
pau-^e  it  had  i  e 
I  liave  p:-vi 
or:.::i;dZ''d  in  ti 
w.dlGu;!'.  Til 
Newtown  Nvas 
pastor  V.MS  l\ 


already  cj 
Ld  i.-,  remen 
the  h..,n^3. 


5  \s  jieli  even  the 
•led  n).,dul)"  be- 


at  ! 


inized  in  1 
i\udel  Th; 


Its  earliest 
A  second 

I'rcjbytcri-.iu  ChLjrch  wa.-i  organized  ii^  iSOO,  of 


and  R.  Covill  commenceil  mercantile  business 
in  Newtown,  in  1S07,  wliieh  was  succesbfuUy 
coutir;  aed  during  many  years.  Guy  ]\Iax\vell, 
Esq.,  Tliomas  Goldshorough.  T.  M.  Perry,  J, 
Erwin,  E.  Ileller,  L.  Covell,  M.  Covell,  J. 
Baldwin,  J.  Cheriy,  J.  Hollenback,  Thomas 
Maxwell,  Sau'iuel  II.  Maxwell,  and  J.  Rey- 
nolds were  also  among  the  early  merchants  at 
Eluiira. 

'J'lie  early  lawyers  at  Elmira  wdio  had  ac-. 
quired  any  forensic  distinction,  may  be  tlius 
named  ;  Peter  Loop,  D.  Jones,  Vincent  Ishii- 
thews,  S.  H.  Haight,  George  0.  EdwaixU,  J. 
Robinson,  Aaron  Rankle,  T.  North,  William 
Maxwell,  Thonuis].iaxwell,  A.  S.  Divin,  A.  S. 
Thurston,  S.  (r.  i[athe\i'S,  &c. 

The  early  physicians  at  Newtown  or  Elmira, 
may  be  thus  enuinerated  :  Joseph  IiincU- 
man,  Amos  Peck,  C.  Scott,  J.  Ciuimberlain, 
Juhn  Ross.  James  Ross,  A.  G,  White,  Dr.  As- 
penwall,  J.  Purdy,  T.  Brooks  and  R.  Bancroft. 

These  men,  the  early  iiiorchants,  lawyers, 
!iud  Physicians  of  Newtown,  are  now  nearly 
all  deceased.  A  few  yet  remain—the  honored 
representatives  of  that  class  v/hose  enterprise, 
leandng  iUid  skill,  had  c-ontrihuted  so  much 
to  ad.vauce  Elmira  in  prosperity,  commercial 
po.dtion  and  reputatioa,  to  the  proud  rank 
which  this  city  now  claims  and  occupies. 

Among  Ib.e  leadirig  men  of  Elmira  whom  I 
have  above  referred  to,  none  are  entitled  to 
claim  a  higher  rank  in  the  esteem  of  posterity 
thin  tlie  ilaxwelLs — Hon.  William  >bixwejl 
and  Hon.  Thomas  Maxwell — who  were  sons  of 
(.;iiv  Maxwell. 

^Villi.im  ]\taxwell  was  born  at  Tioga  Point, 
Penn.,  Feb.  11th,  1801.  Hu  represented  the 
eourdy  of  Tioga  in  Ihe  Assembly  of  the  St-ato 
h-  gi.dature  of  New  Yoik,  in  l'8'28.  In  ISdO, 
hi;  was  the  Delegate  from  Chemung  County  in 
•  he  ( i).VL:e.ii>.r;  hc.lil  to  auicud  the  Cotistitu- 
tion  oi  '.he  Sta!.'."  of  New  York,  and  was  iho 
;ii-.-t  meiaber  of  A-ocmbly  electe  1  from  Che- 
iiinng  County  alter  the  ne\v'  Consiitution  of 
]S  !ti  went  into  eifeet.  He  died  at  the  age 
dxty  -tv,o,  ripe  in  years  and  honors. 
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Tl>.a  Hon.  ThoiDas  Max\^-ell  was  iudc'.'d 
widely  kuowri  aad  distin2:nished  for  Lis 
in:i,ikcd  al./i!ity,  sonad,  practie  i!  judgiueiit  and 
luisw'jvviuj;  integrity,  evinced  in  public  noi 
less  than  in  private  life.  TIo  was  honored  \vitii 
important  trusts,  be>towed  by  bis  tt'llo\?-ciii- 
yens.  lie  hel'l  tlie  o;]ice  of  Conntv  Clo'-k  froiu 
"JMarch,  1810,  to  January,  IP'JO  ;  and  was  a 
llepr-'scutative  in  Con-rress  from  Tioga,  in 
18"_".)-;;i.  He  <lepartcd  tins  life  several  years 
since,  ^vi^Iely  and  dccj'iy  mourned. 

'J'he  early  nierabors  of  tlie  .'  tate  Legislr-.f  urc 
• — the  AsseniMy — of  New  York,  from  Tiop;a 
County,  which  tlien  embniced  Xcwtov^n,  Vr-ere: 
John  Fitch,  1702  :  John  Pditcrson,  1703  ;  Yin- 
cent  IMathews,  1701-'05  ;  Knianuel  Coryell,  in 
170G-'07  ;  E.  Coryell  and  Lunjarnin  IJarvey, 
in  1708. 

James  T^IcJIasters  wafs  the  first  SlieriiT  of 
Tio^ra  County,  and  held  this  office  from  1701 
to  1705  ;  Joseph  Hinchinan.  M.  1)..  vas  Shcrili" 
of  the  Cor,nty,  from  1701  to  1700  ;  Kdv.ortl 
IvJv/ard.s  was  appointed  Sheriff  in  1700,  hut 
only  held  this  ofiice  nvitil  1800,  and  was  then 
fiucceeded  by  Gu}-  ilaxwdl,  who  reuuuned  in 
this  position,  and  exercir-ed  tiic  duties  of 
tSheriifof  the  County,  until  ISiH. 

'J'his  section,  the  re^:;ion  about  Nev.down, 
had  been  represented  in  the  State  Senate  by 
Yiucent  Alalhews,  from  1706  to  1892,  and 
:dso  b^'  other  distinguished  men,  here  named, 
vi/  :  G.  W.  Barsto-A',  from  1M9  to  1822  ;  J.(;. 
[McDowell,  from  181:3  to  18;j5;  and  I),  ^s.  Dick- 
inson, from  1840  to  1814. 

Anuuic^  the  liepro-cntatives  in  Congress 
from  this  JJistrict,  whicli  embraced  Newtown 
(or  Fdmira),  tiie  able  and  distinguished  men 
I'  low  mentioned  had  resided  at  tlds  villacre  ; 
}b,  n. .  Vincent  Matbevrs,  Hon.  Thomas  3iax- 
v.elh  Hon.  Samuel  i'.ivtriilgc,  who  v.as  a  mem- 
ber of  Congre-s  in  Is  11 -'-il-!  :  and  Hon.  Hirau\ 
Gra}',  who  represented  tiie  l>istriet  in  Con- 
gress, in  18:j7  and  1810.  Mr.  Gray  justly 
rari!<s  amonj  the  ablest  jurists  in  our  State, 
and  was  appointed  Circuit  Jud;j:c  of  fhe  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  State  of  New  York  in 
184(3. 

lathe  State  Convention  of  1801,  held  to 
draft  u  Constitution  for  the  State  of  New 
York,  Hon.  John  Patterson  was  the  dek-gate 
from  TiciL'a. 

At  the  period  of  the  first  settlement  of  the 
Chemung  Valley,  this  section  wa^;  included  in 
Montgomery  County,  (the  name  of  tiic  v'ounty 
Iriviicj;  been  changt;d  trom  Tn/on  in  1781.  In 
17S4,  Tii>j,a  was  taken  from  M(.'ntgomery,  and 
i-rcctcd  iiito  a  scp;initc  County.  It  then  in- 
clud'-d  Clicmmur,  ^s  hi.  h  h;ul  been  formed  into 
'I'owi'isliii  s  iti  \\'\.v  17^'.',   and  h\e  other 

town;',  ;;r:d  ^vhici^  now  embia'.es  I'io^a  and 
k'Tooiiie,  and  parts  of  Ciietjiung  atid  Chenango 
Co-ir^ties. 


I  the  town  was  changed  by  act  of  I^egislature, 

from  Newtown  to  Klniira. 
i     InlS12,  when  the  United  States  had  de- 
I  clared  war  against  Great  Brit.ain,  in  order  to 
j  sustain  oiir  maritime  rights,  this  region  most 
I  nobly  and  patriotically  responded  to  the  call 
■  wliich  our  Government  then  made  for  troops. 
Among  the  men  who  were  most  earnest,  ac- 
tive, aiid  indueniiab  in  raising  a  force  to  join 
the  American  army  on  the  fiouri  us,  Mathew 
Carpenter,  should  particularly  be  named.  He 
I  was  at  first  appointed  Brigadier-tieneral,  and 
afterwards  advanced  to  ra.nk  of  Major-GeneraL 
General  Carpenter  had  been  a  i-'ddier  in  the 
I  American  army  during  the  Kev(dution.  He 
j  had  always  been  one  of  the  m^ist  prominent 
among  the  public  men  of  this  section  in  con- 
tributing  Irk;  talents  and  energy  toward  build- 
ing up  au.d  sustaining  the  pioneer  settlements 
of  the  Chemung  ^kalley. 
In  tlic  Ccnvoition  of  1S21,  hold  in  Albany, 
^  to  amend  the  Consfitution  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  General  Carpenter  was  elected  to 
'  represent  the  County  of  Tioga.    He  died  here, 
in  1831,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years. 

In  a  company  mised  in  the  section  about; 
Nev.town,  in  the  war  of  1812,  J.  Jenkins,  of 
Southport,  was  a{)pointed  Captain  ;  J.  Sayera 
First  Lie\dcnant,  and  I'hincas  Catlin,  of  Ca- 
tharine, Second  Lieutenant. 

The  earliest  newspaj>er  published  in  Che- 
mung County  (then  embraced  in  Tioga,)  was 
issued  at  Newtown  ;  and  it  was  styled  "Tho 
Telegraph."  In  181G,  it  was  changed  to  "Vi- 
dette."  In  1821,  "  The  Inve.^tigator"  was 
coramencad  at  Ehaira  ,  and  in  the  same  year 
Ihe  name  of  this  new,-.papcr  was  changed  to 
••Tiie  Tioga  Register."  Two  daily  newspapers 
tlie  "The  Advertiser"  and  Ike  "Gazette," — 
both  of  which  are  ably  sustru?if  d  in  the  edito- 
rial department,  and  give  an  interesting  record 
of  current  events,  —  are  now  published  at 
Elmira.  *  • 

In  184G,  the  County  of  Chemung  was  cstab- 
F'slicd — the  towns  witinn  the  new  county  be- 
ing detached  from  Tioga  county.  Upon  tho 
organizntion  of  the  County  of  Chemung,  in 
183G,  (Jovernor  Troop  appointed  Joseph  S. 
Darling  as  ihot  Judge  of  the  County,  and  he 
exercised  tlie  Judicial  duties  pci  taiiiing  to  this 
ofiice  until  1840,  when  he  resiL^ned  the  posi- 
tion. ]\lr.  Darling  was  euceeeded,  in  1844,  by 
Jai.ics  Donii,  as  Urst  Ju<lge  of  the  County, 
and  held  the  ofiice  until  184G,~:ind  at  this 
tiiTiC  Mr.  I'a!  ling  ngain  re''ei^-ed  the  appoint- 
ment as  Judge,  and  perfoiined  the  labors  con- 
nected witli  tliC  oitice  until  tk.e  new  Constitu- 
tion of  t:)c  State  went  into  edect  in  the  year 
1847. 

!Nlr.  Darling  had  Settle.i 
Schuyler  Couiity)  in  1810, 
j  sides.    He  has  now 
two  years  ' ' 


i.s  1702,  a  part  of  Clu-mnng  was  detached 

*-.tal.<ii,died  as  a  seperate'  township  tiiuler  the,          j   -   ....  . —  .  v. 

z-KiXixc  vi  Ncwtowu  ;  and  in  1808  the  name  of  [  in  this  ofiice-— First  Judge  of  Chcuumg  Couiity 


.Mr.  Dar^ 


\ir  <)d.>s.i.  (now  in 
^kea;   ke_^CiIl  re- 
the        of  eighty- 
\  succeeded 
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— by  several  men  cf  logal  ubility,  but  by  none 
luore  iible  than  1  ioraco"^  B.  omith. 

The  Le-islatui  j  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
had  pnssed  an  Act,  April  luth,  ISIO.  antho- 
t'vAivj:  the  construction  of  the  Chemnn.cr Canal, 
to  extend  Iron?  the  Chemung  Fvivev,  atijliiiira, 
to  Havana:  Tiie  surveys  and  e.<tiraatL'S  for 
this  Canal  were  submitted  by  Holmes  Hut- 
chinson, Nov.  12th,  1820.  "The  Chemunj; 
Canal,  was  put  under  contract  in  April,  ISOO, 
at-  an  estimated  cost  of  $291,831,00.  The 
Chemung  Canal,  with  the  Feeder  v,  hich  con- 
neted  it  Avith  the  Canisteo  river  near  I'ainted 
Post,  (now  Corning!,  anri  intersected  with  the 
canal  at  Horselicads,  was  compheted  on  the 


10th  of  S 


1831.     The  Canal  and 


Feed-.T  rerpiired  the  building  of  fifty-two  lo'/ks, 
j;eventy-six  bridges,  etc.,  and  tlie  entire  cost 
of  construction  w;\s  $314,3So.ol . 

The  village  of  EJrnir.i  was  incorjtorated  in 
1815.  Tlie  Elinira  Seminary  for  Young  I.a- 
dieK  had  been  conn;!enc-'d  ahout  Ibib,  an<!  I 
believe  is  now  in  prosperous  condition.  I'lie 
Elmira  Academy,  a  i)rivate  in.vtitution,  has 
been  in  successful  operation  for  a  number  of 


Act  of  the  great  Drama  of  civil  war,  tfiih  error 
did  not  arise  from  failure  of  opportunity  to , 
become  conversant,  eitber  tlirough  the  me- 
dium of  personal  conversation  or  by  corre- 
spondence, with  the  views  entertaineil  respect- 
ing the  questions  involved  in  this  contlict  hy 
the  principal  members  of  the  Executive,  Judi- 
cial and  Legislative  Departments  of  the  Na- 
tional Government  daring  the  years  18(jO  and 
18G1, — including  in  this  number  tlie  Lieut. - 
General,  and  otlier  ve+eran  C'Ricers  of  the  U.  S. 
Army,  eminent  {senators,  &c. 

The  unhallowed  purposes  of  treason,  the 
criminal  objects  of  the  rebellion,  had  been, 
openly  avowed  by  political  leaders  in  tho- 
spring  of  ISGO.  Sagacious  and  patriotic  states- 
men of  our  country  fully  comprehended  tiie 
magnitude  of  the  danger  v.'hieli  tlireatened  our 
rvcpublic,  although  in  the  nev/  and  untried 
exigencies  of  public  affair.s,  these  patriotic 
men  differed  in  opinion  as  to  the  better  policy, 
or  requisite  measures  to  be  adopted.  Ja  the 
Executive  Department  of  tb.e  Government,  tiie 
eminent  and  illustrious  statesman  then  occu- 
pying the  position  of  Chief  Magistrate,  I\Ir, 


years  ;  and  the  J^lmira  Fenmle  College,  which  [  ^^'^^ii^rian  had  adopted  a  conciliatory  policy 
ws  incorporated,  in  18.>3,  now  raiik.  p.ir,„n<^   uesig-ned  to  allay  political   exc^toinent,  vet 


among 

tlie  first  cxjllegiate  institutions  of  our  State. 

I  cannot  etteinpt  tLo  relation  of  many 
events  of  mdmpcrtant  moment,  vvhich  have 
occurred  during  recent  years  at  Elmira,  or  in 
the  surrounding  rerion,  but  I  will  proceed  at 
once  to  give  -orne  view  of  tiie  more  stirring 
period  in  our  history  connected  with  the  civil 
war  which  was  commenced  in  ISGl  ;  thougli  I 
may  only  be  able  to  give  a  brief  statement  in 
regard  to  the  actions  of  prominent  men  of  tlris 


firmly  maint«.ining  the  autiiority  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government, ]>reparing  in  t^ie  event  that  it 
should  be  assailed,  as  was  afterward  done  in 
the  attack  made  by  the  consyirators  upon 
Fort  Sumter,  to  sustain  the  supremacy  of  the 
Union  by  all  the  energy  and  military  power  of 
the  Government. 

A  majority  of  the  Cabinet  were  .Southeru 
men,  but  whenever  any  of  these  evinced  by 
his  active  opposition  to  the  patriotic  purposes 


section  in  their  nobie  cilorts  tt 


ill  the  I  and  exertions  of  the  loyal  men  living  in  tlio 


cause  of  the  b'nion  in  the  midst  of  the  terrible 
ordeal  of  civil  war. 

Tne  riebellion  resulted,  unquestionably, 
from  tlie  disapnointed  ambition  of  a  fev--  politi- 
cal le.idors  in  tiie  Southern  Slates,  vlio  during 
ing  many  years  h.ad  been  ceaseles.-ly  plotting'tiie 
disruption  of  tiie  Union  as  establir:,ljed  by  tiic 
Constitution  framed  by  the  men  of  the  Revo- 
lution ;  and  th.n,  from  the  rums  of  tiiis  noble 
fabric,  these  cviuiiual  leaders  fancied  tluu  they 
should  succeed  in  foriuing  a  sei'arate  coTife<le- 
raoy,  in  wldeh  tlieir  own  will  and  e;iprice 
v/ould  be  the  supre-me  law.    It  wi 


South,  .''tal  had  shown  active  sympathy  with 
the  cous])irators,  they  were  promptly  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  Cabinet,  and  their  places 
were  at  once  filled  by  true  meu^  as  thus  Holt 
was  appointed  Secretaty  of  War,  and  Dix  as 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  etc.  And  the  re- 
sult of  tliis  pnliey,  in  throwing  tlie  responsi- 
bility of  commencing  the  war^  as  assumed  by 
the  attack  made  upon  Sumter,  giving  tlie 
weiicht  ot  moral  victory  upon  the  sitio  of  the 
Union,  and  whicli  exerted  an  important  influ- 
ence in  deciding  the  couiso  taiveu  by  the  bor- 
but  the  i  der  States,  at  once  evinced  tlie  unswerving 
■   '  in  i  intee;rit\-.  and  the  comprehensive  s-tatesmau- 

momeutous 


repetition  of  great  crimes  hitherto  ena  -.v..  ...  | 

human  hi^toiv.  :  but  1  am  fully  conseiuus  of  j  ship  of  President  Buchanan  m  th 


my  inability  to  p.-rtray  the  magnitude  <.f  the  !  period  of  our  history, 
crime  and  madi;i-ss ''xhibited  by  tiie  i'  ad.eis  of  j     q-pe  ]>atriutio  men,  the  tru-c  scatesmen  of 
the  rebcilion  of  ] rijL  ami  I  ma)-  \\\\\  adopt  j        <^ou!Urv.  at  tliis  perilou-i  period,  united 


ti.':  mvoealion  ot  th 
pre.^seii  in  tliC  numl 

'•Aebill.-'  wrr. 
(  (  (        -i.i  u  \',  > 

'  •[  at  an  v  i.'.:'-<  ' 
lio!i  oci'Cj.i'-^!  bv  tb'- 
eouiiliy,  -iiM  ' 
Mi'-V  re- necti\elv  lu 


great  I 
rs  of  the  Hi; 
.lir.  in! 


lie  poet 
1  : 


a>  0*  li 
Mling  siat(>,-nien 
•  as  to  the  part 
is-unie  I  in  tlie  <; 


as  ex-  i  thv'iY  e.'iru"^t  efforts  iri  bt  'ialf  vi  tiie  Union, 
j  and  counseled  and  labored  to  secun'  ;--(une  a.i- 
:  I  sM^tm.  nt  oMilhculties.  nS-  had  b<  en  done  at 

;  s  in  tlie  prcvioi!'^  histon  of  our 
M-iby  hostile  co!i!<io!is  of  sections 
try  "would  Vto  avoided—or  ratlier, 
and  patriotic  statcinen  soU:;ht  t') 
1. luiiclation,  up"n  whieh  all  truly 


1  \-a,M0us  tin 
j  nati. m,  wl 


u  onr 


tlu 
luv 


loval  and  r'.nsei vative  men  could  unite  whll 
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en^^;ige(l  in   the  t^tnv'-le  in  dcfoni^e  of  the 
Uiiiuii.  lunl  luur?  llie  \vtu\  v.liioli  the  ci-iispiiiv  , 
ti^rs  Li.,'l  d'jtr:  luiiivd  t(j  k>r'.c  iii)on  llio  XaliuiLu;  } 
Cluvcnii!U'tit  wuuUl  be  of  -hort  dni-.itioa— tcr-  1 
ridiird.inu:  wii.h  s^icvdy  d;.-,comiUu re  and  over- 
throw (/[  the  traitors.  | 

For  tlio  .-i-crod  pr.rpose  fA  devisinc:  iaeasnr'\- 
for  the  support  of  tiie  Uiit(v,i,  a  (Jonvonti(.>n 
coraposod  of  deh:',::ates  from  iwenty-one  States, 
luet  upon  tlie  -Ith  of  Fehrr.;.ry,  ]8(Jl,  at  Wa>h- 
inu't-'';.    Tiiia  ronferen.^e  inchidtjd  among  its 
TtM'nil.Ts  the  ahlfst  men.  of  our  nation. ''—ns 
Won.      l\  Ch;w(),  from  Ohio  ;  Gen.  John  E.  i 
\\''iol.  from  Kcv  Yorl;  :  arjd  the  Hon.  llev- i 
crdy  Johnron,  from  Maryk\nd.    Tids  Conven- 
tion, after  amnle  dcbat..',  a,-.>umed  a  concilia- 
tory i>..!i,  y.    'J  hv  lion.  ];  :vordv  Juljn,,on,  who  I 
hi  If^'il  ;ilike  as  at  l^ie  ]n\::ent  time,  held  the  i 
viistiri-;ui.-,hed  lank  a.s  oiie  of  the  al-lest  states-  ' 
men  aiid  jnri.-At.-:,  of  oiir  iiinch  exercised,  by  the  \ 
vt-i.'h>s  forr(;  of        ehi.!--'>nce,  nnsurpasscd  ' 
ill  iliet  .ric-l  beanfyand  u:..:  ,nah'd  in  stren-th  ! 
of  au;unant,  a  conLroIir^cr  induence  over  the  I 


deliber;Uiuns  of  t.hi.s  important  convention,  i 
Mr.  Jfiiiison  now  holds  the  firht  rank,  the  pre-  j 
CMHiient  p>.>s!tion,  as  the  ablest  Rta'iesman  in  I 
the  Anieri<  an  Senate,  whore  within  this  proud  i 
forum  of  .lo'bate  aiid  l.  Lfislation  the  ilhistrious  1 
8ena,tor  of  .Maryland  has  indeed  rivaled  ht  his  I 
ehxp.atiu  e  tlie  loicy  reputation  acquired 'here 
l)y  Web-,ter  an.]  by  Clay — and,  in  our  own 
time,  by  the  unconaled  statesmanship,  clo- 
cjU'juce  and  wisd.an  whi-  h  ];e  has  thusbrought 
to  tiie  councils  of  the  i>iniblic,  has  won  rc- 
pplendent  fume,  v,  hose  liL->trc  will  grow  dim 
only  v.heii  the  firmament  Itself  t>hail  fade 
oway  ! 

Ti).;  a-llou  of  tlic  Convention  of  18C1  could 
lint  ]  ra\  .-nt  th:>  r.'l'  'Ib.n  which  had  been  al- 
ready fully  matured  by  the  conspirators  ;  but 
if  all  tlio  ])atriotic,  cr  pa,-o.'~LL.-ed  Vnion  men  of 
ti.'e  na'ifujMd  -•dvcn  apinrjval  of  its  platform, 
the  vv^vliion  Would  ha  .a;  been  .shorn  of  its 
]!rop'>rtit)ns  and  disarm-.-d  .>f  <(.-;  ].ov,-cr. 

Among  th.,'groat:  mm  of  the  Ih.-publie,  whose 
long  ]>eriod  of  eminent  |.nblic  ^aa-vices  liad 
lendered  their  tjani'  S  illiL-trious  in  its  annals. 
find_  who  united  their  t  u  ne.a  eii-u-ts  in  defense 
<>f  ti;e  I'nion.  I  I'ave  only  space  to  n.ame  Jbui. 
Li'wis  Cass,  Ken.  ,1.  J.  (hit t.-nden,  Hon.  ,1.  A. 
]''.iYanl  ;  jles.-srs.  ^Vayne  and  Nelson,  of  the 
^u[)r.■nlc  Court  ;  Gencr.ils  Scott  and'  Wool  ; 
ft:id  the  Hon.  George  jI  .  l)allas,  who  liad  for- 
iiKTiy  0'.  "u  lied  witli  pve-eniinent  ability  and 
))onor  tlie  im])ortant  p(;sit!on  of  Yiee-Tresi- 
deiiL  of  tiie  Jtcpr.lilic.  ai;d  as  the  presiding 
<'!l;cor  of  the  Senate  in  its  paimie-t  days,  win- 
^;n;^  t'lO  trophies  of  uncqualed  and  endur- 
i'l-r  iam-.'. 

i 'I''  National   Admin!  : ra ;  ion  ,  in  its  e:U)rts 
h^  '--tain  tii,.  b;,;on  iul.v      f.id   to  coniand 
'•  ":^*y  ^^  ;ih   the  t  ea.^.  te.s  articity  of  tin; 
t'.'.vson.ii,!,.  cun.M'ir.it.u  ^  at  i  be  Soiitii,  but  also 
il  ia;h!-fa."  of  ti:at  class  of  p.a- 
.viimn  ti    North,  who  v.ere^  in  realily, 


loi.'king  for  the  disr!';ption  of  the  Uruon,  as  £t 
change  bringing  to  tl-em  the 

"Thh:;'  ill  tlm  afFairs  of  mcri,  . 
Which,  t;v!vP?iat  the  Il>na,  lejels  oU  to  lortune;" 

Thus,  a  distlngnished  Senator,  who  aftsrwaid 
beeame  a  member  of  Mia  Lincoln's  cabinet, 
treated  the  idea  that  any  formidable  attempt 
npon  the  part  of  tiio  Southerners  to  dissolve 
the  Union  was  only  fancy,  nnd  that  '-a  dcveti 
Jolm  Browns  could  scare  tliem  back;'  whilst  a 
paominent  editov,  who  Has  since  shown  hi;i 
particulai  friendship  for  Davis  and  his  fellow- 
conspirators  in  crime,  avowed  his  opposition 
to  any  "coercive  measures"  to  sustain  the 
Union. 

The  ridruinistration  of  President  Buchanan, 
the  Vv'ar  Department  being  under  the  efhcient 
direction  of  Holt,  liad  continued  steadily  to 
strengthen  our  national  defences  at  the  most 
important  points,  and  the  Government  of  the 
nation  ,  in  its  unbroken  supremacy,  w;us  handed 
over,  4th  ^larck,  I'-Ol,  to  the  succeeding  exe- 
cutive admirdstration . 

Tne  iiction  sub'sequently  taken  by  the  Xa- 
tioual  administration,  upon  the  event  of  the 
attack  which  was  made  upon  our  national 
forts  at  Charleston,  was  preci.sely  like  th  it 
which  vrould  have  been  pursued,  in  a  similar 
event,  by  the  adn.iinlstration  of  President  Ihi- 
chauan.  Keither  the  administration  of  3ilr. 
Buchanrn,  iior  of  Idr.  Lincoln,  proceeded  to 
inaugurate  forcible  measures  until  the  leader;? 
of  the  rebellion  had  committed  an  overt  act  of. 
resistance  to  the  authority  and  supremacy  of 
the  Federal  Government. 

It  will  be  observed  t}:at  Loth  of  these  ad- 
ministrations adopted  and  pursued  practically, 
the  t-ame  course.  I.  only  give  a  statement  of 
the  facts  in  the  prenrises. 

It  may  not  "be  improper  to  mention,  that 
in  the  most  despondent  and  gloomy  period  id 
our  nation  in  the  pvoseeutiou  of  thc^  war  to' 
su!>}>ress  the  robeliion,  when  many  friends  of 
thc'Union  were  almost  ready  to  abandon  fur- 
th.er  conhiet  as  hopelcs.':.  of  success,  J^hx-Presi- 
dent  Buchanan  had  thus  CTpTes;-edi,  to  the 
writer  of  this  sketch,  his  vicrvs  of  the  war: 
"'i'he  South,  unneaessarily  and  without  any 
adequate  jirov  ocatlou.  had  conin:cnccd  iX  \s'ciY — 
wlieii  it  mav  terminate.  Heaven  only  knows", 
but  J  hope  'and  trud  onhj  upon  the  rcdoralion  of 
the  Union." 

These  few  expressive  words_  covered  the 
whole  uM-i'und  of  ilie  great  conlliet.  Tlic  ear- 
nest devotion  vbieh  tiiis  eminent  statesman 
liad  evinced  for  tlie  Union  during  his  long  and 
disti:v..'u;.-hed  e.iieer  in  the  public  councils  of 
the  Bei)ublie, 


liortant  peno.i 
Natie.nal  ih  \ 
tiie  dark(.r-t  h'^i 
war.  ]'"utme 
w;ird  of  hds  \y.-A 
However,  in 


as  well  as  throughout  the  im- 
of  his  admini.^llati<.)n  of  the 
uiii-nt.  contiuned  ua.a:aken  in 
:r..  of  ilia  late  mouicntous  civil 
ai^tiav  hoids  the  glorious  re- 
liotism  and  st.;itesiuanship. 
the  early   ]>art  of  ISOl,  the 


j  madneos  and  criudnal  ambition  of  Southcrii 
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lesulers  ptecipit-ated  the  Cjiintry  into  a  war  ; 
and  to  the  appeal  of  our  Gov.  ;  iiment  to  sus- 
tain the  Union  intact,  the  people  everywhere 
in  the  loyal  States  responded  with  an  enthu- 
siasm only  equalled  by  tluit  which  had  been 
displayed  by  the  patriots  of  tlie  Revolution  ; 
and  the  veteran  not  less  than  the  eminent 
General^;,  of  tlie  -war  of  1912,  and  who  had 
also  won  the  laurels  of  ret'plendent  fame  upon 
the  victorious  battle-fields  of  Mexico — Scott 
and  Woo!— ^erave  their  fullest  e'lers-ies  to  sus- 
tain the  military  supremacy  of  the  Union. 
And  these  veteran  o^iicers,  whcse  names  had 
been  rendered  illustiious  in  the  tnilitary  ser- 
vice of  the  republic,  were  most  nobly  seconded 
by  the  heroism  an<l  strategical  skill  displayed 
by  McCkllaii,  b}'  Sherman,  and  by  Grant. — 
•until  the  final  triuuiph  of  our  arms  was 
aclnevetl  throue:h  the  unparalellt-d  ener,i,^y  and 
military  skill,  the  masterly  strategy  and'  bril- 
liant movem'-'r.ts  of  the  great  captain  of  the 
age— General  Ulysses  S.  Grant -whose  illus- 
trious achievements  have  nobly  earned  the 
enduring  gratitude  of  his  country,  not  less 
than  the  laurels  of  immortal  fame. 

The  patriotism  and  noble  endurance  shown 
by  the  American  people  throughout  the  pro* 
gress  of  the  war,  became  entitled  to  unmea- 
sured praise,  as  it  indeed  constitutes  a  solid 
and  lasting  tribute  to  the  intelligence  and 
virtue  of  the  masses,  not  less  than  to  the 
worth  and  permanance  of  Kepublican  institu- 
tions of  Government. 

Unfortunately  the  general  direction  of  mili- 
tary allairs,  the  charge  of  the  War  depart- 
ment connected  with  tlie  National  Govern- 
ment daring  the  civil  war — as  had  previously 
been  the  case  in  the  war  with  Great  Ihitaiu  in 
IblL'  — v.as  placed  under  the  control  of  those 
■who  p'lS.  essed  no  practical  knowknlgc  of  tlie 
exigencies  and  requirements  of  military  ser- 
vice. Had  the  War  Dcparttnent.  upon  the 
lirst  outbreaUitig  of  the  rebellion,  b oen  at  once 
placed  and  contii  ued  entireiy  uni.ler  direciiori 
of  sucli  an  able  and  skillful  military  chieftain 
n.s  ilajor-Gen.  John  E.  Wool,  and  our  heroic 
generals  and  armies  in  the  field  been  properly 
Buppoite<l  in  the  strategical  movements  which 
were  bravely  prosecuted  for  tlie  suppression  of 
the  rebellion, and  the  military  power  by  whirh 
it  was  sustained,  there  cannot  be  the  slightest 
doubt  but  tlrat  the  amis  and  flajr  of  the  Ile- 
public  would  have  been  fully  and  gloriously 
triumphant  in  the  year  1802 — and  treason  and 
traitors  alike  been  awarded  the  due  penalty 
for  the  blackest  crime  which  earth  ever  wit- 
nei>sed,  and  the  question  settled  whether  trea-  j 
fcon  is  crime— f()r  if  there  were  no  living  wit-  i 
Tiesses  as  to  the  guilt  of  the  traitors,  then  j 
-vFOuld  tlioy  spiinu-  bv  unnumbei-./d  thou:iands  ' 
from  every  i-attle-tield  nf  tliis  civil  war,  to 
confront  Davis  and  his  fellow-ce>r:spirators 
TPith  evidence  of  their  "damning  deeds" — and 
the  terrible  demon  of  Disuniou  be  banished 
from  our  lund  forever! 


i  Nor  was^this  section  of  the  State,  the  region 
about  Elmira.  behind  any  locality  of  our  coun- 
try in  the  promptitude  and  ardor  with  which 
it  raised  volunteers  for  the  army.  Among 
the  patiiotic  men  of  this  section,  and  I  may 
add  of  the  State,  none  displayed  greater  en- 
ergy in  the  noble  efforts  which  were  made  to 
subserve  the  cause  of  the  Union,  than  the 
Hon.  A.  S.  Diven,  of  Eimira,  Mr.  Diven 
was  born  in  Reading,  i'enn..  about  the  year 
1810.  He  read  law  with  Judge  Gjay,  of  El- 
mira, and  was  a  representative  in  Congress  in 
1859,  'CO  and  61,  where  he  had  shown ^ distiia- 
guisiied  legislative  ability. 

The  107th  Regiment  of  Xcw  York  Volun- 
teers, of  which  Robert  B.  Vanvalkenburgh. 
had  command  as  Colonel,  fud  A.  S.  Diven 
vfas  the  Lieutenant-Colonel,  went  into  service 
upon  the  12th  of  August,  1S62.  and  was  en- 
gaged in  the  battle  of  Antietam  upon  the  12th. 
cf  October.     Diven  received  the  ajipointment 
of  Colonel  of  the  Regiraent,  succeeding  Col.. 
Van  Valkenburgh  in  command.    In  the  battle 
of  Chancellorsville,  Colonel  Diven,  then  com-  ' 
manding  this  Regiment,  led  his  men  um'id  the 
fiercest  conflict,  in  which  he  disf)layed  distin- 
guished gallantry,  and  exercised  great  judg- 
ment in  directing  his  troops.    An  oiTicer  of', 
the  Regiment  remarked  to  me,  in  reference  to' 
Colonel  Diven's  participation  in  this  battle, ' 
etc.,  as  follows  :  "A  braver  man  never  lived."  ' 
In  Mv;y.  1SG3.  Divan  leceiveri  the  appoinimenf 
of  Adjutant-General,  with  the  rank  of  Major, 
and  was  placetl  in  chariie  of  the  rendezvous  ' 
for  troops  at  Elmira.    He  was  appoint. 'd  Bre- 
vet Brigadier  General  upon  the  30th  of  August. 
1861. 

General  Divan  also  had.  resulting  from  his 
military  or  ofllciaJ  po.-ition,  a  general  super-' 
vision  of  the  several  Earollinent  Districts  of 
Western  New  York,  and  liis  admitiistratioa  . 
was  marked  by  gie;it  ability  and  integrity  ;  ' 
and  in  tlie  di.-ciia),L,e       his  official  duties, 
which  were  general  in  their  nature  and  limited 
in  their  sphere  of  action,  ids  course  wasalwa^'S 
marked  by  the  most  earnest  ctTort  to  promote 
the  interests  of  our  country,  and  to  secure  : 
iiTipartial  justice.    In  these  arduous  exertions, 
towartl  maintaining  int.act  the  principles  of 
justice  and  rii,dit  in  the  labors  which  devolved 
upon  Gen.  Diven,  who  in  accordance  with  the' 
provisions  of  the  Enrollment  Act  could  exer- 
cise only  general  jurisdiction,   wddlst  tiie  ut- 
most latitude  of  authority  was  vested  in  the 
several  Rrovost-I\iirshals,    it  is  l^nown  that 
Gen.  Diven  wa.s  almo.-t  universally  and  tc-[ 
tn-ukably  siiccessfid.    In  no  instance,  it  is  hc- 
lieved.  where  be  possessed  the  power  to  apply 
( orri'ctiot!,  was  tlieio  any  matter  brouL,Mif  to 
bis  attention,  but  iliat  ja.-tico  was  promptly 
en  fore- 'd. 

[■"ortnnatcly,  the  various  Etirolling  Boards 
v/ithui  our  State  vvero  gernu-ally  c  nnpos  d  of 
intelii'_':ent  men,  whose  ofticial  action  was  free 
fiom  iiie  taint  of  ci^rruption  ;  it  would  not  be 
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a  tiiatter  of  surprise,  howc  vor,  tliat  t-xo-ptions  | 
e.xi.^teil,   wlieij  tlie  niiricreants   succei  (kd   in  | 
cloaking  their  villainy  t'unu  ul•^t•^  v.ai(»a  au-i  | 
porrcctmn.    'J  lit- co'iise  puiMit-!:   l.y  b^nio  u! 
the  nitiDibcrs  of  thr,  Jlnruiiing  F.uavil  wi  tlic., 
olst  Di.-.lnct  i.f  X.:\v  Yolk,  has  not  rcoeivt*!  its  i 
due  meed  of  pii'.ise.    '1  he  worukrful  achieve- , 
ments  of  the^^e  official  persona jjcs,  i 
♦'Dressed  in  a  little  brief  autliority,"  j 
had  indeed  surpassed  the  brilliant  cauipni^^iis  of ' 
Don  Quixotte  arid  his  huthfid  f<,iuire,  S  inclio 
Pariza--had  outdone  the  renowned  exploits  of  j 
Jack  Falstaff— and  eclipsed  the  thi*c-.vuncss  I 
and  cunning  of  lago.    Tiie  language  which  \ 
hitherto  bad  been  adisptei'  to  designate  dis-  I 
gnsling  imbecility,  and  Ktathsonie  vice,  and  I 
degraded  infamy,  was  yet  too  poor  to  reaili  ' 
the  lowest  depths,  niitil  the  names  of  a  pKitiou  ; 
of  the  Officers  of  this  Boaul  had  fuinishovl  t])e  i 
requisite  synonyms  of  meanTie?:;  and  .-ipi.alidi- 
ty.    We  can  class  such  foul,  disgu>tir;g  defor- 
mities only  witli  the  idiot,  or  with  the  villain, 
and  it  were  donlitful  which  would  lioKl  the 
strongest  claim;  Vvhile  to  rank  such  despicable 
creatures  ujion  an  equality  with  the  brute — 
the  beast  wallowing  iii  its  tilth,  and  the  rep- 
tile crawliiig  in  its  slime,  alike,  v.oidd  spurn 
the  insult  and  degiadation  in  lieing  classed 
upon  a  level  with  such  vile  and  loathsome 
vermin. 

The  exception  above  adduced  becomes  more 
deeply  marked  in  its  intamy  because  it  stands 
alone;  a  plague-sjiot  shovving  more  strongly 
hy  contrast  its  own  foul,  cancerous  defotmity. 
It  formed  an  anomaly,  for  which  7iQ)ie  but  the 
petty  oftk'crs  (;f  this  Enrolling  Board — whose 
individual  nanus  1  will  not  drag  out  of  the 
filth  to  pollute  the.-e  pages— were  in  any  sense 
^espon^iblc.  'J'he  records  of  hmuau  baseness 
are  already  sufliciently  full  witliout  thc>  addi- 
tion of  more  lord  and  bhid^rr  nan.u and 
which  would  out- rival  the  Ij.-is  oi  the  lower 
regions. 

'Ihe  Hon.  A.  S.  Divcn  resigned  the  rank 
•which  he  had  so  ably  held  as  Bk  vet-Brig. - 
General,  in  tlie  spi ing  of  ]J<G5,  and  resumed 
the  more  retin  d,  luit  equally  honorable  pro- 
fessional empl(.'ymt  nts  oi  civil  life.  In  every 
capacity  in  whicti  lie  has  been  engaged,  as  a 
Lawyer,  as  a  Itepre^enlalive  in  Conc-ress,  and 
as  a  General  in  our  Anuirs,  as  well  as  in  the 
important  pt>si:i'.iti  -.vbica  lie  nov,-  oc(.!;[uesas 
one  ot  the  princif-al  ->t]i.\'is  of  the  N.  Y.  Iv 
11.  K.  Company,  .Mr.  l)i\  t  !\  has  ahvaA  S  bre.imht 
to  the  discharge  of  his  arduous  l:di.,r-,  unsv/erv- 
ing  rectitude  and  pre-eminent  ability,  and  he 


hiting  tu  C'Jlita.ii.e  JIviUour,  whose  true  char- 
acter and  li-c  has  Uuhetio  ("c/i  eidirtlij  inkap- 
preJiciidtd.  I  must  re^er\e  lor  the  second  part  of 
tins  sketch,  whose  coiitin uaticn  wiil  be  re>iim- 
ed  when  a  bi-tter  state  of  he;i!th  AmW  permit, 
and  which  will  a[>]ieirin  a  su  b^-cqueti  t  vol  ume. 

And  io  liiis  region,  bordenn;.;  upi>n  iIjc  ma- 
jestic Ciieniung,  Vvdn  se  cities  nnd  village.- have 
.sjaauii.:  up  vvitiun  the  !a.-,l  hiuuired  }  ears  froni 
the  \\'ildcrness  as  it  by  the  wauvl  some  God 
of  olden  myili,  arid  wliose  histor}  comes  like 
some  fairy  ta'e  of  the  Arabian.  Nights.  I  must 
hero  bid  adiCL'.  !   


NOTE. 

The  Author  of  the  Historical  Sketch  of  the 
Cbonuing.   etc.,  lias  not  aimed  to  write  a  for- 
mad  nanative  of  events  which  have  transpired 
in  the  region  embraced  in  his  researches,  or, 
in  other  words,  to  prepare  a  '•History"  in  its 
usual  staid  n^aniicr  cr  style — but  he  has  de- 
signed rather  to  give  a  view,  a  Skekh,  of  the 
Past  and  Present  of  this  interesting  region  of 
our  country,  and  in  the  somewdiat  desultory 
I  stylo  which  the  poor  condition  of  health  would 
j  warrant  him  only  in  attem[)ting  to  write.  A 
I  year  has  now  elapsed  since  the  sketch  was  pre- 
j  pared,  and  its  statements  subjected  to  the  free 
!  criticism  of  the  public,  and  whilst  many  who 
were  conversant  with  events  narrated  have 
I  since  cnrroborated  its  most  important  state- 
I  ments,  but  a  single  error  in  the  entire  narra- 
'  five  has  been  brought  to  the  Author's  atten- 
tion— although  one  or  .two  hear-say  stories, 
which  the  writer  had  previously  found  to  be 
unreliable,    have    been   reiterated    in  oth- 
er quaiters.    This  one  error — or  i> rob' thle  ervox 
— is  the  story  in  recMid  to  T-ouis  lionaparto 
I  having  stopped  at  Elmira,  and  made  a  tour  in 
I  this  vicinity,  during  the  peiioil  of  the  visit  of 
i  the  present  distinguished  Emperor,  in  Ameri- 
;  ca.  in  1837.    This  statement  w  as  made  in  ac- 
I  cordance  with  information  v.  hich  the  Aiuhor 
'deemed  reliable.    Nevertheless,   the  Auth(;r 
1  feared  that  there  had  been  some  mistake  as  to 
;  identity  of  the  individual  who  had  stopped  at 
I  Flmira".  and  the  Rev.  J.  S.  C.  AbI)Ott,who  isful- 
i  !y  convci'sant  with  the  career  of  Xan'^'tan  l/J, 
in  a  letter  to  the  Author  of  this  sketch  ex- 
I  presses  his  belief  that /r//,','.j  Xuj'  d-'jn  r\u\  net 
visit  Idmira  ^vhiist  in  the  rrTited  States  in 
i  i:::',7__atel  the  statrmei-.t  ..f  tlie  Bev.  .Mr.  Ab- 
!  be,;t  is  :dsi>  su ust  ill ii        i-dven  by  Hon.  J.  T. 
{  lleadley.  in  a  commuuication  to  the  Author 
I  of  this  sketch. 

i     'l"he  Author  has  been  able  to  exiimine only  ;i 


ion 


has  justly  aceiuireil  a  sulid  ami  e 
tat  ion. 
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<)fIudi;iTis  in  177'.'— and  beautiful  in  its  vaiic'd 
Rud  romantic  .M  ciu  iy,  and  ri<  h  in  its  hist' a  1- 
V^il  lore,  including  the  fa^;ciuatiug  legends  re- 
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Ji.ith;  Mrs.  Maxwell,  (lor  loan  of  Historical 
^1^S.  of  late  Hon.  Thoiii-ts  Maxwell,)  of  Elmi- 
rn;  H«>n.  A.  S.  Diven,  Hori.  Gha?.  p.  Avery, 
Hon.  William  W.  Campbell,  WilllMm  C.  Ury- 
niit,  Kbq.,  Capt.  D.  P.  Dcy,  (thp  geqtlcmaply 
Curntnander  of  tht!  Steamer  "D.  S.  M.viret',") 
and  Rev.  Dr.  "\rilsoQ,  President  of  Geneva 
(f'ollege,  besides  Dianv  others;  and,  to  all  who 
h*ive  thus  given  generous  aid  iu  facilitating 
the  /^uthor'8  infjuiries  and  >rofk.  te  r^-turns 
Eiccere  thanks. 


If  ttiiR  Sketch  has  incidentally  nhown  that 
TJ'imaii  Life,  when  governed  by  consciei*^  oys 
purpose  and  efiort,  controlled  by  Rbsolula 
Honesty  and  Truth,  by  fefmed  and  pure  geu- 
sibility  of  tho)Lj^:ht  and  emotion,  secures  tbo 
only  noble a\y;>rd  truly  v-orthy  of  the  aim  ancj 
endeavor  of  man,  then  the  Author  is  content, 
and  perchance 

•'Not  in  vaiu 
He  wore  his  eandal  shoon,  find  Kcailop  §)^el|.*' 
SpKNYWJiLD,  July  l§t,  ^SQ8. 
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